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Ne te ſemper inops agitet, wvexetque Cupido, 
Ne pawor, & rerum mediocriter utilium ſpes. 
Virtutem dofArina paret, naturane donet : 


Quid minuat curas, quid te tibi reddat amicum. be 
| Hor. Lib. I, Ep. 18. F- 


— 


The Trind ED1TION. 


— 
— 


LOND 0 N: 


Printed for D. Bxownse, R. Nur r, T. A1. - 
A. MILLAR, and J. WARD, 92 


— 


M pcc Lvl, 


TH 


UNIVERSAL 
SPECTATOR: 


By HENRY STONECASTLE cf 
Northumberland, Eſq, | 


2 * 


L 


— ny 
— — 
* 


O miſeras hominum mentes, O pectora cæca 
Qualibus in tenebris vitæ, quantiſq; periclis, 
Degitur hoc ævi quodcunq; eſt Lucret. lib. 2. 


Blind wretched Man ! in achat dark Paths of Strife, 
What Riſks we run in this ſhort Stage of Life! 


From my Houſe in the Minories. | 

P . OTHING is in itſelf fo trifling, 
ply of 48 or ridiculous, but that by the . 
il Jenorance, Laxineſ, or Partiality 

| of Mankind, it may be made the 
e Cauſe of much Confuſion in the 
WH World. Examples of this Kind are 
but too frequent amongſt ourſelves. _ 
2 Do we not often hate, revilt, © 


our Quarrels in Religion chiefly about Words or For m, 
Vor. I. * whick 
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which in themſelves are neither Gad or Ei? What 
. Miſchiefs have ſome certain Sounds produced, though 
Impoſſible to be underſtood ? How has /gnorarce, Hum us, 
and Vanity been exerted, to prove the pulling off an Hat 
unlawful ; and with what Obſtinacy is it ſtill oppoſed? 
How often has boxing or not boxuing, been ſupported 
and condemn'd, with the utmoſt Heat and Violence ? 
What Diſputes have the Fa/vioz aud C:l:ur f Dreſs oc- 
caſion d? And when ſhall we be agreed whether 'tis moſt 
our Duty to fir, or ar: or ne Things ſo un- 
accountable, that one would wonder how they ever 
could be receiv'd, by Length of Time ſeem ſacred, 
and we think it impious to examine them; while we re- 
ject the moſt uſeful Truths, through Bigotry, Prejudice, 
and falſe Zeal. | 
THOSE are happy who can ſhake off the Force of 
Prejudice: To do this we muſt look Abroad: We tha!l 
readily diſcern the Faults of others, though we are blinded 
to our wn. I make no Doubt what follows witl 
appear to us ridiculous enough : It's a brief Account of 
the mighty Buſtle and Diſturbance, which a Thing ſo in 
different as Coffee, has at ſeveral I imes, and in ſeveral 
Places, occaſioned amongſt the Mahometans, We may 
laugh at them, and juſtly too: But I fear the Chriſtians 
have often made no leſs ado about Things as light and 
trifling. | | 
a ABOUT the Middle of the fifteenth Century, the 
Governor of M. cca under the Egyptian Sultan, coming 
out of a M:/7ze one Evening after Prayers, obſerved 
* ſeveral People, who were to ſpend the Night in De- 
* votion, 8 ſomething in a Corner of it. Hę 
© was much offended, believing it had been inc, which 
is abſolutely forbidden by Mabomet; but, upon Exa- 
* mination, was informed t were drinking Cee. 
«© Being newly come to Mecca, and a Stranger to this 
Liquor, he aſk'd man ele about the Uſe and 
« Virtues of it; and was told, it exhilerated and reviv'd 
© the Spirits, and that much Merriment paſt at the pub- 
vel Houſes where it was fold. This made him appre- 
bend that Coffze was intoxicating, and conſequently 


forbidden by the Law. : 
— 2 5 NEXT 
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The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR, 3 
+ NEXT Day, he called together the Officers of 


Fuſtice, the Doctors of the Law, with the Pries and 


Chief Men of the City ; to whom he told what had 


happen'd in the Maſue the Night before, and alſo what 


he had learn'd touching the pub/ick Ceſfte-Hleuſes: Add- 
ing, that he reſolved to remedy this Abuſe, and for 
that Purpoſe had convened them. The Doctors an- 
iwer'd, that indecd there were frequent Diſorders at 
the publick Coffee-Houſes, contrary to pure Mabome- 
taniſm, but as to Coffee itſelf, it would be proper to 
examine whether it was prejudicial either to Body or 
Mind, or could occaſion ſuch Diſorders: For, if not, 
to put the Houſes down would be ſufficient, without 
forbidding the private Uſe of it. This was referred to 
the Conſrderation of two of the moſt eminent Phyſicians 
in all Mecca, (though in Truth of mean Abilities) 
and they declared, that Coffee was cold and dry, very 
unwholeſome, and apt to diſturb the Brain. One of 
the Doctors reply d, that an antient Arabian Phyſician 
of great Note, had maintain'd Coffee to be hot and ary, 
comfortable to the Brain, and very wholeſome. The 
two Phy/icians ſaid, that the Berries he wrote about 
were called indeed by the ſame Name, but notwith- 
ſtanding were of a different Nature from the Caffee 
now in Uſe. And without attempting to prove this, 
went on roundly to infer, that ſince Coffe diſorder d 
the Underſtanding, it ought to be held unlawful. 

* MOST of the Aſembly approved this Determina- 
tion; and ſome out of Prejudice or blind Zeal, did not 
ſcruple to affirm, that Caffee had actually turned theif 
Brain: Nay, one declared, that it intoxicated like 
Mine; which to know he muſt have been drunk with 
Il inc, as in his Warmth, being aſked the Queſtion, he 
confeſs'd ; which coſt him the Baſtinado, a Puniiſhmend 
always inflicted for drinking & ine. The Murr 
of Mecea was the only Perſon that undertook the De- 
fence of Coffee, which he did with much Hear ard 
Farneſtneſs; but all his Arguments, however juft and 
reaſonable, only drew on lim the Rage and Calumny 
of the furious Zealots. In ſhort, Coffee was ſolemnly 
condemn'd as a Thing forbidden by the Law: And this 


Condemnation, gu d by the Governor, and ſeveral of 
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the Docter, was immediately ſent away, as a Diſpatch - 
of great Importance, to the Sultan at Grand Cairo. An 
Order, at the ſame Time, was publiſh'd throughout 
Mecca, forbidding the Uſe of Cee, either in publick, 
or in private; and the Officers ef Juſtice were directed, 
to ſhut up all the Cofee-Hox/es, and burn all the Cote 
they could find. | 
* BUT the Lovers of Cf, who were very nume- 
rous at 1.cco, continued drinking it in their Houſes, 
periwaded, the Condemnation was unjuſt, ſince 
the Mu+T1 had not approv'd it: Though one of them 
being ſurpriz d in the Fact, ſuffer'd the Baſtinado, 
and was afterwards expos'd upon an A, and led thro” 
all the publick Places with his Face towards the 's 
Tail. But the Governor of Mecca's Zeal was not 
agreeable to the Sultan, who wonder'd he ſhould dare 
to. condemn a Thing at Mecca, which was much 
eſteem' d at Grand Cairo, the Capital of his Dominions, 
where Dectors of more Authority than thoſe at Mecca, 
had all along approved it. An Order, therefore, was 
diſpatched to revoke the Prohibition: Commanding to 
regulate the Deſorders only in the Cofee-Houſes, if any 
were committed there. Adding, that the bet Things 
might be abuſed, but it was not therefore needful ab- 
ſolutely to forbid them. . The Governor was forced 
to obey, though much againſt his Will ; which caus'd 
eat Rejoicings at Mecca amongſt the People. 
AFT E R Cofee was thus reſtor'd at Mecca, for 
many Ycars it met with no Oppoſition; till about 
the Year 1524, the Cad; or Chief Juage ſhut up the 
public Coffee-Houſrs, on Account of ſome Diſturbances 
which happened at them ; tho' without hind'ring Peo- 
ple from drinking it at Home. But his Succeſſor open'd 
them again, and every Body behav'd with ſuch Deco- 
rum, that the Magiſtrate was no more obliged to make 
© Uſe of his Authority. Notwithſtanding, in the Time of 
* SOLYM AN the Great, an Order came to 1ecca, to 
«* forbid the drinking Cofee ; but being granted unawares, 
at the Requeſt of a Court Ledy, over-icrupulous in that 
Point, and her Intereſt failing, it was never put in 


Execution. 
| « BEFORE 
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< BEFORE the Sultan of Egypt, at Grand Cairo, 
revoked his Gewernor of Mecca's Order againſt Coffze, 
he ſummon'd all the Docfors of the Law, to conſult 
with them about it. And they proved by ſubſtantial 
Reaſons the Folly and Ignorance of thole at Mecca, 
which eſtabliſhed the Uſe of it at Grand Cairo much 
more than ever. But, in the End, this great City alſo 
was diſturbed on tl. is Account as much as Mecca had 
been before; for, a ſcrupulous Doctor ſent a Queſtion 
in theſe Words to all the Doors: What do you think 


© of Coffee, which is drank in Company, under the No- 


« tion of being lawful : notwithſtanding it occaſions great 
* Diſorders, intoxicates the Brain, and deſtroys the Health ? 
I it lawful or unlawful ? Underneath he fign'd his 
« own Opinion, that it's unlawful. But his Brethren dif- 
fer'd from him; it being certain that Coffee did not 
the Miſchief he complained of, and ſo, for that Time, 
* the Diſturbance was toon over. 

BUT ten Years after, a Preacher inveigh'd bitterly 
© againſt it, as a Thing unlawful, maintaining, that thole 


© who drank it could not be true Mu/e[men ; and ſtirred 
© upa Mob of his Auditors, in ſuch a Manner, that going 
« out of the Mofque, they fell upon the Cyfee-Hey/: 5, 
broke the Pots and Cups, and abuſed the Company 


found there. This form'd two Parties in the City; 


one aſſirm'd, that Coffee was prohibited by the Law, 


* which the other poſitively deny'd. Whereupon, to 
« preferve Things quiet, all the Doctors were called to- 


* gether, who unanimouſly declared, that as the Que- 
ſtion had been before determin'd in Favour of Coffee by 
their Predeceſſors, they were of the ſame Opinion, 
and that it was very needful to reſtrain the headlong 


Zeal of Bigots, and the Ignorance of Preachers. Here- 
l Upon, the Judge who preſided, order'd all the Aſſem- 
bly to be ſerved with CoFee, and drank of it himſelf, 


© whereby all Controverſy was ended, and it became 


more faſhionable than before. However, four Years 
after, an Oficer of Juſtice finding many People at a 
© Crffee-Houſe, during the Time cf Ramadan, or the 
* Mahometan Lent, put them into Priſon, and order'd 
them the Baftinado ; though not upon a Suppoſition of 
o 


* Coffee's being unlawful, but becauſe they drank it pub- 
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« lickly in a Time of Devotion, and at an Hour whicle 
* vas unſeaſonable. | | 
A Caonftantinople, when this Liquor was moſt in 
* Uſe, the Religious complained that the Cofee-Heuſes 
* were crowded, whilſt the Meſgues were all deſerted. 
The Prieſi: murmur'd extremely at it, and the Preachers 
clamour d loudly againſt C:Fee, affirming it to be un- 
* lawful, and that it was more ſinful to go to a Cofſec- 
* Heaſe than to a Tavern. After much Noiſe and Butile, 
the Prieſts united to obtain a ſolemn Condemnation of 
this Liquor. They maintained, that CzFe roaſted is 
_ * a Sort of Coal, and every Thing that has the leaſt Ap- 
< pearance of a Coal is forbidden by the Alcoran. The 
* Queſtion drawn up in Form, was preſented to the 
Chief Muri, requeſting him to determine it: And 
he, without much Conſideration, was pleas'd to pro- 
nounce conformable to the Pries Deſire, that Coffee 1s 
prohibited by the Law of Mahomet. 5 
I is not permitted to call in Doubt the Chief 
Morri's Determination, ſo that all the Ceſce-Houſat 
« were immediately ſhut up, and Officers appointed to 
« prevent the drinking 7? in any Manner whatever. But 
* notwithſtanding all their Diligence, they could never 
« entirely hinder the drinking it in private. The 
«* Rigour of this Sentence was made Uſe of againſt Cof- 
fer, till Anuxx TE the IIId again indulg'd a Liberty 
© which he did not believe to be contrary to Religion. 
The Order againſt it was not indeed revok'd, (for that 
« would have been oppoſing the Chief Murri,) but the 
Uſe of it in private Houſes was conmived at, and the 
Officers were al'owed, for a ſmall Sum of Money, to 
permit it to be ſold, provided it was: done ſecrctly. 
'« Some few Years after, a new Chief Muer!1, wiſer, 
, or leſs ſcrupulous than his Predeceſſor, declar'd, that. 
* Coffee ought not to be thought a Coal, or that the Li- 
gur of it was in any wiſe forbidden by the Law. Im- 
« mediately upon this, Coffee was univerſally reftor'd ; 
© the Docter, Zealots, Preachers, and Muer'1 himſelf, 
« drank it freely, and their Example was followed by 
the whole Court and City. Thus we ſee what 
Diſpates and Quarrels Trifles can occaſion, when they ſtir 
up the Paſſions of Mankind. ; 
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1 T can't be improper, at the End of this Diſcourſe, 
to ſay ſomewhat in Behalf of Coffee, as it is uſed by us 


In Quality it is hot and dry, comfortable 
to the Brain, and reviving to the Spirits; it ſeems a 
rational, and, therefore, a preſent Remedy for the Cold, 
Moiſture, and Gloomineſs of our Climate, which pro- 
duce the Splcen, the Scurvy, Conſumptions, Catarrhs, 
Coughs, and many other Diſorders. Under any Fatigue 
of Body or Mind, it is wonderfully refreſhing : No- 
thing gives more immediate Eaſe in Hcad-Aches ; and for 


troubleſome Defluctions of Rheum, the Steam drawn 


up the Noftrils proves generally very uſeful, Our 
Coffee-Houſes are likewiſe another Advantage owing to 
it; Places the moſt convenient that could be perhaps con- 
trived, for the Amuſement of an idle Hour, or the Diſ- 
patch of Buſineſs. At theſe, a Man may be refreſhed 
with wholeſome Liquors, and informed of all that paſſes 
in the World, for the meereſt Trifle of Expence ; and 


find, at the ſame 'Time, an Opportunity of learn 
5: 1g 


the Inclinations, Humours, and Paſſions of Manki 


without having much to do wich them, 
| * 4 


* 


From my Heaſe in the Minories. 


Middle State of Life, I mean free from uneaſy 
Pomp, and above the want of Neceſſaries, has ever 
been eſteem'd the happieſt, and been made the 
Choice of wiſe and experienc'd Men. Shew and Equipage, 
Titles, Flatterers, and a Crowd of Followers, very often 
make the Man envy'd, who really merits our Compaſſion ; 
while on the other Hand, the Man whoſe Happineſs 
ought to be envy'd, is, by the Meanneſs of an Outſide 
Appearance, the Subject of our Contempt. Only the 
Great can tell how dear their Grandeur coſts them, which, 


ſuch have aſſured us, is not to be purchas'd at a lower 
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Rate than their Quiet; for no ſooner are they ſubjected 
to State, but they become Slaves to Care, Fear and Jea- 
louſy. Though we have this Aſſurance from thoſe wo 
have experienced the fatal Truth, yet ſo much are we 
allur'd by ſounding Titles, the Glare of Equipage, and | 
the Charms we figure to ourſelves in Power, that no 
Admonition will ſtop us in the vain Purſuit of Great- 
neſs. We take all Things to be as they appear, and very 
often, for Fear of being undeceived, are induftrious in 
impoſing on ourſelves : We are enamour'd with the Glit- | 
ter of the Diadem, but don't examine what a Wreath of 
Care encircles the Head that wears it. The Power, the *' 
Figure, the numerous Levec, &c. of a firſt Miniſter, 
make the ſuperficial Man think ſuch a one the ſole Fa- 
vourite of Heaven, on whom the choiceſt Bleſlings are 
diffus'd ; while, *tis very probable, he himſelf would 
eſteem it the greateſt, to be deliverd from all this empty 
Show, and ſighs after that Content and Eaſe he envies in 
his Tenants. 
SIMILIS, a Commander under the Emperor Adrian, 
having obtained Permiſſion to retire ſeven Years before 
his Death, order'd this Epitaph to be cut on his Tomb. 


SIMILIS HIC JACET, CUJUS ATAS QUIDEM 
MUL'TORtUYM ANNORUM FUIT. SEPTEM TA- 
MEN DUN TAXAT VIXIT ANNIS. 


Here lie, S1 MILIS, ae dy'd in an advanc'd Age, yet 
lived tut ſcien Years. 8 - 


UATCCOPIUS, King of Bohemia and Moraviz, 
being defeated in a Battle by the Emperor, retired. to a 
| Mountain, where meeting with three Hermits, he lived 
with them unknown, (feeding on the ſpontaneous Fruits 
of the Earth) till he found his Diſſolution draw near; 
he then called them together, told them who he was, 
and added, I have experienc'd both the Care of Royalty, 
and the ſweet Repoſe of a retired Life; the fearleſs 
Sleep we here enjoy, renders the Herbs and Roots ſa- 
* voury, and gives a Reliſh to our Water; whereas the 
* Dargers and continual Cares which attend a Regal 
State, embitter every Repaſt, and daſh our _ 1.90 
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BUT, can any wonder that a wife Man ſhould  prefes 
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© Poiſon. I have in this latter Part of my Time, which 
have led with you, found a real Happineſs ; the Years 
] ſat upon the I hrone, ought not to be reckon'd among 
© thoſe I've liv'd; I have only one Requeſt to make, 
© which is, that you will bury me in the Place where 
« I die. 9 
CHARLES V. ſaid, that he found more Satisfac- 
tion, more Content in his Monaſtick Solitude, than all 
the Victories, all the Triumphs of his paſt Life did ever 
afford him, though they made him eſteem'd the moſt for- 
tunate among Princes. 

THEODATUS, King of the Geths, writing to the 
Emperor Juſtinian, deſired he would immediately ſend 
ſomebody, to whom he might reſign for the Emperor all 
his States, and aſked no more than 1200 Crowns a-Year, 
to ſupport him; For {ſays he in that Letter) rather than 
* I would undergo the Cares and the Fatigues of Roy- 


© alty, I would till the Ground, and eat my Bread by 


* the Sweat of my Brows.” | 
PLATO tells us, That the Soul of Uh, being 
to actuate a new Body, he had (and was the laſt) the 
© Liberty to chuſe his State of Life; ſeveral were laid 
before bim; but the Cares, the Toils he heretofore ex- 
« perienc'd in an exalted Rank, having quite extinguiſh'd 
© all Ambition, he ſearched after that of a private Per- 
«* ſon, remote from all Affairs; and one contemptible 
in the Eyes of others being ſhewn him, he made Choice 
of that, and ſaid, had he before had the ſame Know- 
© ledge and Liberty, he would before have made the ſame 


Choice. 


the Subſtance to the Shadow ? Content is hardly, if ever, 
to. be found but in private Life : All the Grandeur and 


State of an exalted Rank, is no more than the gilding 


over a Pill, which, though it may pleaſe, takes nothing 
fram the Bitterneſs of the Medicine. Glaring Figures 
are only a poor fallacious Show of Content and Happi- 
neſs, to allure the Giddy and Thoughtleſs; for without 
this Bait, the Hook would be perceived, and hardly any 
would be found ſo publick-ſpirited to ſacrifice his own 


Repoſe, for that of other People. 
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COUNT from Julius Cæſar to Charl:magne, and 
we ſhall find about 30 Emperors who have fallen by the 
Hands of others, and four who dy'd by their own: The 
former ſhew how little this dangerous Honour ought to 
be courted ; and the latter, how void it is of affording 
Content, ſince theſe ſought Refuge even in Death. Pe- 
| trarch making Reflection on the violent Deaths of to 
many Emperors, introduces in a Dialogue, a Perſon glo- 
Tying in the Command of an Army ; to whom he makes 
this Anſwer: * I ſhould eſteem thee in leſs Danger, 
vert thou at the Head of a Number of Bears or Tigers; 
for theſe Beaſts may be render'd tractable, but the 
Hearts of a great many Men are never to be tamed ; 
and one determin'd and reſenting Breait, is ſufficient 
for thy Deſtruction. Bealts grin, or give ſome other 
Token of their Fury before they attack ; but Man 
gives the Sign of his Anger in the Blow only. Thoſe 
whom thou calleſt thine, and who ca!l thee their Lord, 
are a Number of venal Souls, to be corrupted with 
Money ; or may, perhaps, through Caprice and In- 
conſtancy, revolt, and from being thy Guard, become 
thine Enemies ; the Smiles of their Countenances may 
be changed to menacing and furious Looks, and thoſe 
Hands which they ſtretch'd out to {wear thee Obedience, 
become thy Executioners. And can'ſt thou think this 
either impoſſible or ſtrange ? Did not the Army of 
Ce/ar mutiny againſt him at Placentia? Was not the 
Emperor Alexander Severus burcher'd by his own Sol- 
diers ? The Maximinians, Father and Son, did they 
not ſoon after fall a Sacrifice to their Troops? Were 
not Balbinus and Maximus murder'd by their Men? 
Did not that excellent Captain Probus ſhare the ſame 
*« Fate? Are not Gratian and the young Valentinian in 
the ſame Liſt; the one betray'd by his Legions, the 
* other by one of the principal of his Followers ? In a 
Word, how many mote gallant Men, who have bravely 2 
« expoſed themſelves to, and eſcaped the Swords of their 
Enemies, have fallen by thoſe of their Followers? 
* What haſt thou then to boaſt of, but the precarioys 
Command of a many Headed Monſter, which, inſtiga- 
ted by Want, Avarice, or Revenge, will conſider no 
* Conſequences, nor be ſtopped by any Obſtacles, from | 


per- 
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« perpetrating any Crime their unruly Paſhon ſhall 
* dictate. | 
SATURNINUS knew this; for when the Soldiers 
had, ſpight of his Reſiſtance, cloath'd him with the 
Imperial Robe, he 8 to them to this Purpoſe 
Brother Soldiers, did you know the Danger of com- 
mandi ig, I have not ſo ill deſerved of you, as to be- 
* lieve you would condemn me to it: A Sword hangs 
« continually over the Heads of thoſe that govern, and 
they are on every Side environ'd with Darts and 
* Launces ; they are apprehenſive even of their Guards, 
* and jcalous of thoſe with whom they converſe, 'They 
have no Reliſh of what they eat; they tread a ſlippery 
Path; in War they are not ſure of the Fidelity of 
their Counſellors, and muſt anſwer for the Succeſs, 


| * Beſide, every Age is liable to Cenſure. If a Man ad- 


* vanced in Years governs, he is taxed with Dotage, or 
Inaclivity; and if he's young, he wants Experience. 
In a Word, I eftcem this Robe a Winding-ſheet, Which 
s you preſent me. | 

IT 1s not {as I have by Example ſhewn) the Rank of 
Princes ouly, which is expoſed to Care and Danger ; 


their Favourites are not leſs liable to Caprice and Envy, 


of which, our own Hiſtory affords us many Examples; 
and without quoting the Antients, we are able to ſhew 
the tragical End of more than one, whoſe greateſt Crime 
was the Favour of his Prince. PR:ckingham is almoſt 
within our Memory; a Man to whom our Hiſtorians | 
give an excellent Character, though they do not exempt 
him from the Frailties of Human Nature; he was gene- 


' Tous ; he was juſt ; he was brave: But, he was beloved 


by the King, and raifed by his Favours to great Titles, 


poſſeſſed great Poſts, and had acquired a large Eftate ; 


Crimes ſufficient to make him guilty of Peculation, Mit- 
management, Weakneſs and Oppreſſion, to condemn bim 
by the publick Voice, and execute hum by the Hand 
of an Enthufic/t, 


P 1 
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Polemo, vino gravis, unguentis delibutus, pellucida 
Velte amictrs, patentem Xenocratis ſcholam intravit. 
J al. Max . 


Polemon 27d to enter the public School of Xenocrates, | 
drunk with Wine, brſmear'd with Ointments, and deli- | 
cately cloath'd. | 


To HENRY STONECASTLE, E; 


8 | 
ME T in your Paper t'other Day, an Account of 
the modern Town Beaux, which when I had read, 
I could not but think a ſlight Sketch of our Schola- 

laſtick Beaux, would make no diſagreeable Supplement. 
"CAMBRIDGE has its Choay's, as well as St. 
James's or Drury-Lane ; our Chapels are as well fur - 
niſh'd with Toupets, as St. Stephen's; and I know not 
which is the politer Congregation, the Court of Regueſts, 
or St. Mary's. Some People think it as impoſſible for a 
fine Gentleman, as a neat Shoe, to be made any where 
but in Paris, But for the Honour of the Univer/ity, I 
ay it, we have ſeveral, who have ſcarce ever been out of 
the Vice Chancellor's Precincts, who can toſs back the 
Tie of a Wig, or open aSnuff Box with as good a Grace, 
as if they had been bred in the Louvre, and breathed no 
Air but the Tzilleries, Whatever the Ladies may think, 
we are not the aukward Bookiſh Things they take us for, 
at leaſt, if there be here and there a dull poring Fellow, 
ho is of a ſingular Opini6n, that Learning and good 
Senſe may poſſibly be of Service to him in Life; for one 
ſuch, you will meet twenty pretty, powder'd, well- 
bred Dunces ; who, though educated in Ignorance, and 
confirmed in faſt:ionable a yet know the World 
Ry : (a modern Term for knowing nothing in the 


orld:) And ſpite of an innate Antipathy to Lectures, 
would gladly attend them, proyided they diſſected a 
Maſquerade, or ſolved the knotty Problems of Quadrille; 
if inſtead of Juſtinian, Callipzdia was to be explained; 
and for Zenophon and Herodotus, the delightful TIO s of 
2 | raus 
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Cyrus or Gulliver. One of theſe deep-learn'd Gentlemen 
told me the other Day, he could not conceive how De- 
moſthenes came to write in Greek, ſince he had been in- 
formed, he was one of the ſmarteſt Petit Maitres of his 
Time; he perceiving me ſmile, reply'd with a pretty 
Liſp, * Why, is it not ſhocking, any Language ſhould 
© be talk'd in England, except French and Italian ! 

I KNOW ſome of your pretty Fellows, who dreſs 
for Philoſepbical Lectures, as they would for a Ball; 
and don't go ſo much to hear, as to be ſeen. Obſerve 
Florio there, with a moſt compoſed Countenance, and 
ſettled Attention; you may, perhaps, imagine him liſten- 
ing to the Profe/or ; no, he is ſtudying to form his Fea- 
tures into an engaging Indolence ; and whilſt his Philo- 
ſophical Teacher is explaining the attractive Quality of 
the Loadſtone, he is practiſing the Magnetick Virtue of 
drawing the Eyes of the Audience upon him: he looks 
with Contempt on à Pri/m, when the Light is ſo much 
more gracefully refracted from the Brilliant on his Fin- 
ger; and deſires to learn nothing from Opricks, but the 


true Art of an Ogle. Billy Butterfly is a Fop of a diffe- 


rent Conſtitution ; he is continually interrupting the En- 
deavours of the honeſt Man, who 1s —_— true Pains to 
inſtruct his Pupils, by ſome Piece of ſenſeleſs Imperti- 
nence; and does not only infift on being a Blockhead him- 
ſelf, but won't ſuffer any one near him to learn any thing. 
In the Midſt of an admirable Diſcourſe of Natural Philo- 
ſophy, he yawns, and—Was any Thing /o 8 ? If he 
ſees any one more attentive than the reft, he whiſpers to 
his Admirer and Rival in Modiſhneſs and Ignorance, 
Clodio : My Life on't, ſome poor Dog ! Thank our Stars, 
Jack, you and 1 were born to our Thouſands. un 
As for their private Studies, they ſeldom riſe above 
a Novel or a Play, to make themſelves Company for the 
Ladies ; and in this too it rarely happens ; but a Cam- 
bridge Toaſt is able to puzzle a Cambridge Fop. | 
AND now, Sir, do you really think, we can with 
Juſtice, (as we often are) be called uncouth Savages? If I 
thought you ſtill of that Opinion, I would you 
a Letter from 2 Maſter of Arts, as faſhionably ſpelt, as 
if it had becn dated from the Temple, or White's. Nay, 

I have known a Diſputant in the Schools get the _— 
| 3 
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of the Queſtion, by the ſuperior Weight of Pulvillio iu 
his Wig, and the convincing Argument of 7«e/i:mine ; } 
or, like Belinda, ſubdue his Adverſary by a well directed | 


n of Havanna. 


Cl. = 34 


J am, SIR, your, &c. 


W — 8 a 


Virgo licet taceat, pro virgine nubilis ætas 
Exigit, & patrem, ve! ſine voce, monet, Enl lem. 
Silent alth;” the Virgin be, 
IWhen fit to be a Bride; 
The Parent needs no vocal Plea 


A Huſband to provide. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 
S I am always ready to adviſe my Friend: in the 
beſt Manner I can, ſeveral of them, who are 
Pleaſed to entertain a good Opinion of my Judy - 
ment, fail not to conſult me on all Occaſions of Difficulty 
or Importance. Mr. PRIMROSE is one of theſe, a Gen- 
tleman with whom a Friendſhip that began at School has 
continued ever ſince, A ted, and been improved 
from Time to Time by mutual kind Offices. In his Youth 
” ſerved as a Volunteer, for ſome Campaigns, but being 
_—_— of Preferment in the Military Way, by my 
uaſion, he apply'd himſelf to Merchandize, in which 
he has bcen ſo 3 as to gain a large Eſtate, and is 
now a Plumb at leaſt. Soon after his beginning Trade, 
recommended a Wife to him, not ſo much for the large- 
neſs of her Fortune, (though it was conſiderable) as for 
her Diicretion and the Sweetneſs of her Temper; they 
marry'd ; and ſince that Time, have lived in one conti- 
nued Courie of Love and 'Fenderneſs. This makes him 
often ſay, that to me he owes his Happineſs : and in all 
Affairs he conſults me as an Oracle. One Daughter and 
two Sons are the Offspring of their Joys, and, tho' edu- 


cated in a Manner widely different from that in Faſhion, 
they 


ö The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR, 15 
110 in hey are ſuch Children as virtuous Parents would with 
n'ne ; Fo have. 
ected F PREMISING this—as he and I uſe no Cere- 

mony with each other, when I waked this Morning, I 
CC, found him at my Bed-ſide. After common Civilities 
were paſt, I enquired of him to what Accident I was ob- 
liged for the Pleaſure of this early Viſit : He anſwer d 
with a Smile, that his own Curiofity and Impatience 
were the Cauſes of it: And pulling out his 
Pocket-Book, told me, that having left it in his Cham- 
ber the Day before, when, at Night, he called for it, 
he found ſomething written, which he wanted to know 
my Thoughts of. So he gave me the Book, open, in a 
Place that ſeemed to me quite blank, till deſiring him to 
reach my Spectacles, I diſcover'd in a mighty fair and 
beautiful Italian Hand, theſe Words, To Day I am just 
Cixteen, and ſigned underneath, LRTI TIA PRIMROSE. 
his is the Daughter of my Friend, and deſervedly 
his Favourite. Her Perſon is tall, genteel and amiable, 
her Complexion fair and ſanguine, her Conſtitution 
he healthy, her Temper unreſerv'd and chearful, and her 


* 
5 
- 
f 


lem, 


i' MF Converſation embelliſh'd with an infinite deal of Wit; 
g- to which I muſt add, that ſhe's the moſt affectionate 
ty Child alive Afeer a little Conſideration I told him, 
n- AX that it ſeemed to me, Mrs. LETTICE thought herſeif 
old enough for Matrimony, and in this Manner called 
d | upon him to provide an Huſband for her. Why, truly, 
th | ſays he, that was my own Opinion of the Matter, and 
8 ſince it agrees with your's, I'll take Care out of Hand to 
„ do the beſt I can for her: She's a good Girl, and if ten 
I thouſand Pounds will buy a Bedfellow, ſhe ſhaw't lie 


long alone. I commended his Reſolution, and adviſed 
him in his Choice, not ſo much to-aim at making his 
Daughter great as happy. Marry her, ſaid I, to a Man 
of Buſineſs, one that improves his Fortune daily, and 

| knows how to enjoy with good Economy what he gains 
by Induſtry : With ſuch an one, of her own. Rank, ſhe 
will run much leſs Hazard, than with ſome idle Lord or 
trifling Courtier, who. has nothing elſe to do but purſue 
his Pleaſures, and indulge his vicious Inclination ; with 
whom a Place or a Title will þe found but little capable 
of giving Happineſs, while his Eſtate is ſquandering 
| away 
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away in Luxury and Devaiichery ; who values nothing 
but her Money, and will ſoon deſpiſe and hate her, it 
for no other Reaſon, becauſe ſhe is his Wife. Let the 
Huſband you provide be of ſuch a Temper as may ſuit 
with hers ; it's not enough he have Senſe and Good-Na- 
ture, unleſs they take a Turn agreeable to her own Man- 
ner: ſhe is gay and free, and thould he be over ſerious | 
and reſerved, ten to one but in a little while ſhe imagines | 
him a Churl, and he her an Impertinent. As to Age, 
you can't well judge of a Man under five and twenty : | 
and conſidering her.Youth, one above thoſe Years would | 
be too old. But, before you look Abroad, ſearch the | 
inmoſt Receſſes of her Heart, and if you find her to have 
a particular Eſteem for any Body, prefer him before all 
the World, if ſo be other Circumſtances will give you 
Leave; nay, diſpenſe with many Things, ſhould there 
be a mutual Paſſion : For though to give a Daughter up 
to Ruin, and let her marry wholly on the Score of Love, 
would be great Imprudence, it . to me not much 
more Wiſdom to beſtow her where there's none at all. In 
ſhort, never marry her to a Man ſhe does not like, or 
one who don't like her: Such Matches are always miſe- 
rable. Mr. Piu ROSE thanked me, with an Aſſu- 
rance that he would follow my Advice. As ſoon as he 
was gone, my Maid came up, and told me, a Porter had 
waited for ſome Time, with a Letter, which he was 
order'd to deliver into no Hands but my own. I open d 
it, and found as follows. 
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Mr. Spectator, | | 

« F Addreſs myſelf to you as my Patron, ſince you 
« KT are an Advocate for the Female Sex, and beg your 
« generous Aid without any farther Preface. ——I'm the 
« younger Daughter of a Baronet in the Welt of England, 
* whole Eſtate yields generally about 1200 J. per Annum, 
free from all Deductions. At the Age of fifteen I was 
* courted by many, but my good Father Sir HARRY 
gave to all a flat Denial, thinking his Daughter too 
« young to encounter the Cares of a marry'd State. Not- 
« withſtanding this, I was continually haunted by one 
Spark or other, till at laſt Cypid ſhot his Arrow ſo 
7 dexterouſly, I had no longer Power, but muſt reſign 

* myſell 
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myſelf a Victim to Love. My Father being acquainted 
herewith, flew into ſuch impetuous Rage, that he 
vow'd he would diſown me as a Child if Jever mar- 
ry'd my Alox zo, though he could give no other 
Reaſon than that he was not rich enough. The more 
I pleaded, the more was he inraged, and at length, to 
my inexpreſſible Grief, he propos'd one of Sixty to be 
the Partner of my Joys, ſetting him forth in all the 
advantageous Colours poſſible; that he was of an ex- 
cellent Temper, and — and — and was very rich, and 
very likely would ſoon leave me Miſtreſs of all his 
Thouſands. But this had no other Effect than to raiſe 
my well: fix d Eſteem of my ALonzo. My Father 
« would not bear the mention of his Name, and in his 

Fury proteſted that he would never ſee me more, if I 
« marry'd him or any one elſe than Mr. Senzx : And, 
upon my not complying, I was ſhut out of Doors, 


« K a - A „ „„ 


and was forced to run counter to my native Modeſty, 


and beg Relief of my Alox zo. We marry'd, and 
were mutually happy for ſome Time: A ſhort Time, 
indeed! ſo tranfient and uncertain is all earthly Bliſs ! 
In about two Years, Death cut off my dear 

'ALonzo, and with him all my Comfort. His Effects 
being in Factors Hands beyond Sea, they failed: fo 
« that after the Funeral Charges were defrayed, I had 


© little left but ſome Houſhold Furniture to maintain my 


s ſelf and Child, My Father all this while has deny'd 
* me Relief, though by Letters and Friends, I have re- 
peated my low Submiſſions to him. All avails me no- 
thing, and as he caſts me off whilſt living, he has ſent 
me Word, I ſhall reap no Advantage A his Death, 
having expreſly in his Will cut me off from any Share 


of his Eſtate: And all this, Mr. Spe&ator, beceuſe I 


* would not marry one I could not love. Pray, Sir, 
interceed for me, my Father may hear Reaſon from you, 


'© thongh not from me: He reads your Papers, and when 


ge finds himfelf apply'd to, may, perhaps, put on 

* Bowels of Compaſſion for the Fruit of his own Body, 
and ſend ſome Aſſiſtance to 1 
al diftrefſed Daughter, 5 

AME L IA. 
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WOULD all Parents, like my Friend Mr. PRI. 
ROSE, provide Huſtands for their Daughters when their 
IJ ne of Life requires them, we ſhould meet with few of 
theſe unhappy Stories; and that, in my Opinion, is as 
much their Duty as to furniſh them with Food and 
Cloathing. In the preſent Caſe, all this Miſchief had 
been prevented, would Sir Harry have believed his 
Daughter fit for Marriage, at an Age, when, no Doubt, 
ſhe thought herſelf ſo. His rejecting all kind of Offers, 
made AriELIA judge her Caſe deſperate : And his re- 
fuſing to chute a Hoſband for her, ſeemed to leave her 
an entire Liberty of making her own Choice. In Truth, 

he neglected her before ſhe neglected him, and her Fault, 
though great, ſhould not be thought unpardonable. As 
for Mr. Sexex, he was not offer'd till her Aﬀecions 
were pre-engaged : though had he been fo before, his ur- 
"equal Age was a very reaſonable Objection, and would 
have juſtify'd her refuſing him: For no Parent has Aw 
thority to marry a Child againſt her Iuclinations, and in 
ſuch a Manner as muſt make her wretched. — Sir 
HARRY turning her out of Doors for this Refuſal, pus 
her under ſame Neceſſity of ſeeking Shelter from ALon- 
20, and ſeems no ſmall Alleviation of her Fault in mar- 
rying him. I would intreat Sir Harry to conſi- 
der, whether he proceeded to this Extremity through a 
real Concern for his Daughter's Happineſs, or meerly to 
gratify his own Paſhon. I fear it could not be the hiſt: 
and the laſt is, I am ſure. a Reaſon he won't attempt to 
vindicate.——Upon the whole, ſhe is ſtill his Daugh- 
ter, and in Diel, two Circumſtances which loudly 
plcad for Pity ; her Diſobedience has already receiv'd its 
* and Reſentment muſt not always laſt from 
a Father towards his own Child, a Child that kneels 
before him and implores his Mercy, for her own and her 
helpleſs Infant's Sake. Methinks, I ſee her (like Iſabella 
in the fatal Marriage, on the like Occaſion,) leading in 
the pretty Innocent to intercede for Pardon, and in her 
very Words applying to Sir Harry, 


When I lo my Huſband : —— 1 then Belicu d 
| The Meaſure of my Sorrows had becn full: n 
| | * 
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But every Momeont of my grow. ing Days : 
Dukes Room for I ors, and adds them to the Sum! — 
All the kind Helps that Heaw'n in Pity rais'd, 

(In charitable Pity to our Wants) 

At laft have left us. Now bereft of all, 

But this laſt Trial of a cruel Father, 5 
To ſave us both from ſinking. Come my Babe! 
Kneidl with me, knock at Nature in his Heart. 
Let the Reſemblance of a once-lov'd Child 

Speak in this little one, who never wwrong'd you, , 
And plead the Fatherleſs and Widow'"s Cauſe. —— , 
O! if you ever hope to be forgiven, : 
Ae you will need to be forgiven toc) 

Forget cur Faults, that Heaven may pardon your s 1. 


* * 
* 


* 
/ * 
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Dictum ſapients ſat eſt. 
; me Teren. P Bor, 
A Word to the Wiſe is enough. | 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


T H E following Letter abounds with ſo much good 
Senſe, and is wrote in ſo genteel and maſterly a 
Manner, that I make no Doubt of obliging my Readers 
by its Publication. 


Advice from a Guardian, in a Letter 10 « 
young Gentleman at the Univerſity. 


SIX. | 
; OUR Father's Friendſhip having inclined him. 
5 to appoint me your Gzardian, I muſt conſeſs, I 
i have comply'd with his Regueft with ſome Sa- 


* faction, ſince I have always found fo great a Wil- 
* lingneſs in your/e/F to come into any Meaſures I have 
| * thought 
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thought proper for the Management of your Affairs. 
I need not, I'm perſwaded, take any Pains to convince 
you, I have always endeavour'd to do the beſt I cou'd : 
But I think, I ſhall not quice fulfil my good Intentions 
for your Service, if I do not give you my Theught:, 
upon what ſhould be the Rule of your C2242 upon 
your ſetting out into the World. You will be little 
the better for finding your fairs in good Order, if 
you do not learn to keep them ſo : And that is a Mat- 
ter not extremely dit, yet neither is it fo ca/y as 
it were to be wiſh'd, ſince daily Experience convinces 
us how few ſucceed in it. | 

**TIS no ſmall Part of Wiſdom to guard againſt 


Folly, and, perhaps, it might be a ſurer Way of in- 
ſtructing a zung Man, to tell him what he ould not 


de, than what he /boull. There are ſo many Tempta- 
tions, and what is worſe, ſo many Promoters of them 
to be met with, that I hope you will not imagine it to 


proceed from Spleen, if I acquamt you, that you can- 


not be too much upon your Guard againſt them. Tis 


pretty hard to diſcover, at firſt Sight, an 1% Defign, 


eſpecially when cover'd with much few of Ciwility, 
and, perhaps, a good deal of Addrc/s. Thoſe who 
make it their Bufineſs to deceive others, have generally 


well ſtudy'd all the Arts of it, which are ſeldom diſ- 


covered by an honeft Man, but at his own Expence.— 
The beſt Defence for you on ſuch Occaſions is Caution; 
by which I do not mean, that you ſhould look cy on 
every one that ſpeaks to you, or ſhew an auiward 


'« Shync/5 in your Behaviour: You may converſe with 
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Eaſineſs and Familiarity, and yet not run into too 
much Openneſs or Iutimacy. An extraordinary Fona- 
15% for your Perſen, and a mighty Zeal for your Iutæ- 
reſt, are always a little ſuſpicious in one quite a Stran- 
ger to you. I will not undertake to fay, there is no 
ſuch Thing as Inc/izetion at firſt Sight that has an Air 
of Sympathy, but I may venture to aſſure you, it is ex- 


common Courſe of the World. — There are a Sort 
of Lend Pyrates that make a ſhift to live comfortably 
upon the Trade of plundering Without Diſtinction: 


7 hey hang out fal/e Cilours like their Brethren at S:a, 


and 


ceeding rare, and an Happineſs very unuſual in the 
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and think themſelves pretty ſure of their Prey, if they 


can but bring them 79 board. Of theſe you mult be ex- 


cecding careful, ſince they appear in all Shapes,. and 
there are more Partners of the Trade than can decently 
join in the Practice of it in Publick. And here, I mutt 
not omit cautioning you againſt another Enemy, that is, 
the Money Jobber; a more plauſible, and conſequently 
a more miſchievous Creature than the former. With 
the Game/ters you have, at leaſt, ſome Chance, For- 
tune may favour you, and generouſly aſſiſt the weaker 
Side: But againſt theſe grave and /icens'd Pick-pockets 
there 15 no Defence ; if they ſcatrer but a little of their 
Int upon you, or, like Corjurers, get you once into 
their Circle, you are undone. Nec miſſura cutem 
nifs plena cruoris hirude. | 

« TOO much Confidence in yourſelf is always dange- 
rous ; eſpecially at an Age when your own natural 
good Senſe is all you have to truſt to: which, without 
diſparaging it, 1 may ſay, is nt ſuficient, without the 


Aſliſtance of Fæperience to apply it rightly. f 


80H Reflections are abſolutely neceſſary to carry 
about with you in Landon, but I would not have you 
quite lay chem aſide in the Country neither. As 
toon as you come down to „you will find your- 
ſelf ſurrounded by your Nerg⏑Hðç who will proba- 
bly call themiclves your Fricnds. I can eaſily jndge, 


that the firſt Mark of their Kindneſs to you will be of- 


fering their Aſſiſtance to bring you into Parliament. 
I would recommend you, by no means, to jumpat ſuch 
Propoſals, if it were only for Fear of bad Company, 
and the Danger of being drowned in ſo much wee Po- 
pularity. Beſides, give me Leave to pat you in Mind, 
that thoſe Of:rs / Service, as they are commonly 
called, are a little too like thoſe you meet with in the 
Exchang, where every Shop- kecper fo civilly invites 
you to come and fool away your Money in Yoys and 
Baubles, upon which he is to ſet his own Price. I'm 
ſorry to ſay, that the greateſt Struggles we have ſeen 
to get into the Houſe of Commons, and the odd Reaſons 
ſome People are apt to aflign for them, have made a 
Seat there ſcarce creditable enough to make amends for 
A Family Intereſt 18 
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not to be loſt, you'll be told; but if it ſhould be true, 
that you muſt keep it up at the Peril of the Fan 
Eftate, I think there's no Difficulty in making your 
Choice. The Serwice of your C.untry is ancther 
Argument on ſuch Occaſions ; but, to this I ſhould 
aniwer, that you are ſo much more ſure of doing your- 
ſelf Harm, than your Country any Geod, that it 53 
hardly Prudence to engage with the Odds againſt you. 
The tao great '{'cmptation to meddle with Pe/itichs, is, 
I have often thought, a Fault of our Cynſtitutien. Every 
Man, almoſt, fanſies he has a Right to judge of Mat- 
ters, Which but few have either Talents or Opportuni- 
ty to make themſelves Maſters of. There are more 
Ewil; occaſioned by this, that one would at firſt ima- 
gine ; and it is not the leaſt of them, that in a Coux- 
try where ſo many People think they are qualify'd to 
make Laws, there are few to be found that are willing 
to ſubmit to any. — I would not, however, be un- 
derſtood, to exclude you from a Paſt your Anceſtors 
have enjoy d, and your Eftate and Property ſo well en- 
title you to. But, I think, it would not be amiſs, to 
look into the Hiſtory of other Countries, and get a lit- 
tle better acquainted with your own, beſore you ſet up; 
that when you come to offer yourſelf to your Country, 
you may juſtly be allowed as capable as any other Gen- 
tleman in it. 


THERE is another Attempt will be made on you, 


which I ſhould not deal fairly with you, if I did not 


give you Notice of; and that is by your Female Kin- 
dred. They will no ſooner get you amongit them, 
than they will be propoſing Hives to you, of which, 
no Doubt, oy have Lifts already in their Pockets. 
Whether it is from the greater Share of Trouble that 
falls to the Lot of that Sex in the prepling of this 
World, which makes it neceſſary the Defire of it 
ſhould be more ſtrongly imprinted on their Minds, or 
whether it is that they hear of nothing elſe in the 
Narſcry : Whether, in ſhort, it be Iuclination or Fa- 


ies, certain it is, that Matrimiry is the firſt Thing 


that gets into a Homan's Head, and the laſt that goes 


0 


out of it. This being the Caſe, as for many Reaſons, 


I think vou ſhould not reject ther Pr ofeſals, as if you 
abſoluteiy 
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© abſolutely diſliked the Thing, ſo on the other Hand it 
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will be, in my Opinion, improper to give a ſerious 
Anfever to any Thing of that Sort too ſ00n. -=_—_—_—_— 
ſee People running to Church to be ar, as they do 
to a Sermon, becauſe the Bell rings, and they ſee others 
go before them, one would imagine, it was either a 
Sort of Engagement one could not chuſe tut like, or, at 
lealt, that it might be got out of as ſoon as one pleaſed, 
Whereas, ſo many 'Things are requifite to make the 
Marriage State agreeable, that a Man muſt be very 
fond of a Fiddle and a Sack Poſſet, if he will enter 
into it without giving himſelf Time to conſider them, 
Beſides, for a Centleman to fend his Rent-Roll to be 
examined by others before he is thoroughly acquainted 
with it himſelf; is a pretty ridiculous as well as haſty 
Proceeding. To have an Eftate parcell'd out into 
Jeintures and Provifions, and as it were cut into 8 


forts. To be ty'd in a Manner Neck and Heels, and 


from the Peſſelſion to become but a better Sort of a 
Steward of your own Fortune. You had need 
be well aſſured your Tremmels will fit eaſy, before you 
ſuffer them to be /o faft put om. 

* AS I am adviſing you againſt one Sort of Furniture 
for your Houſe, you'll give me Leave to recommend 
ancther, and that is, good Books, which you'll find 
very much wanting there. I dg not care to uſe the 
Word Library, for that looks to me like ſetting up an 
Exuipage of Learning, wich has always more of Shew 
than Ute in it. I'm afraid your Life will be but a very 
ſhort as well as a painful one, if you can't paſs good 
Part of your Time by yourſelf: And I don't fee how 
that can well be done, unleis you are 3 Lepper of Read: 
ing. Tis the Good of that Sort of Company, that you 
may haye it whey you will, lay it aſide when you 
pleaſe, and change it as often as you have a Mind, 
without Scandal or Offence. This is a Pleaſure that 
will grow upon you; and, together with the Enter- 
tainment, it brings ſo. much Benefit, that I daze pro- 
miſe, you'll not regret the Time you ipend this Way. 


Without it, you muſt either be perpetually in @ Crowd, 


which will be attended wich many and great Inconveni- 


excics ; or muſt fall into a Solitude, Which, if it does 
| | * not 
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not ariſe from it at firſt, muſt at laſt, however, end, 
< in dowuright Stupidity. What a melancholy 
Sight is many a Country Gentleman, when the Weather 
« will not give him Leave to ſtir out, and he happens to 
have no Bottle Companions to make amends for it within 
Doors ! The meaneſt Servant in the Family makes as 
good a Shift, and a better Figure than his Maſter. 
8 Bur I will not preſs it upon you any farther. 
THE RE are ſo few general Rules to be laid down 
for your Carriage, that, I think, I need not trouble 
© you with any long Detail upon that Head. The Ten- 
* pers and Inclinations of Mankind are as different as 
their Shapes, and we might as well go about to fix a 
© certain Meaſure for every one's Dreſs, as an univer/al 
* Standard for their Rehawicur. There is nothing 77 
« avell upon a Man. that is not in ſome Sort zaturel to 
* him; and what we admire in one, would, perhaps, 
appear highly abſurd in another. There are tavo Things, 
< however, both very common in the World, which 
never yet became any one, and thoſe are Afectation and 
© Iil-nature. The „ir, indeed, only makes a Man 21. 
* diculous, but the other gþ&6xi0us to his Company. An 
affected Man, like a bad Acer, the more he endeavours 
to pleaſe, the more his Faults appear. There is ſome- 
thing looks like Counterſeit about him, and our Pride 
will always prejudice us againſt thoſe who endeavour to 
impoſe on us. If you have ever happen'd to meet with 
an autward Mimic, as now and then ſuch a Creature 
is to be found, you haye, in my Opinion, the neareſt 
s Reſemblance of an affected Fellow ; and I need not, I 
* think, ſay any thing more, to warn you againſt being 
s like one. | . 
ILL NATURE in the Senſe I here take it, is 
* ſetting up for a Mit at the Expence ¶ others. The Ea- 
* fineſs of ſucceeding in this Character, is what I ſup- 
© pole, makes ſo many pretend to it. But a little Reſlec- 
tion muſt, methinks, convince you, that he is very 
< unfit for a Companion, who, you have Reaſon to be- 
eve, can never be made a Friend. When you conſi- 
© der ſuch a Man in his true Light, rejoycing at the Fol- 
lies, and even at the Failings of his Acquaintance, 
* thriving, as it were, upon their Misfortunes, and ex- 
| | : poling 
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c poling with the greateſt Pleaſure all their weak Sides ; 
« ſurely a Picture jo unaminble, muſt ſtrike ſuch Har- 
© ror on the Imagination, as to make you ſo far from 
« endeavouring to reſemble ſuch an one, that I tanſy 
© you'd be aſhamed to be ſeen with him. Fine 
RNailliry requires a very delicate Turn of Thought, as 
well as Accuracy of judgment. This, therefore, can 
© be the Province but of few, fince but very few can be 
« capable of it ; and yet, even this 15 what I ſhould not 
« delire in a Perſon I wiſhed well to. Tis a dangerous 
« Talent; the Uſe and Abuſe of it bordering ſo near upon 
« each other, that it is ſcarce poſſible, at all Times, 
« rigatly to diſtinguiſh them; and the Conſequence of a 
« Miſtake, is at beſt diſagreeable, and may be fatal. | 
A good Underſtanding, improved by reading the be/# 
« Books, and keeping the 5% Company, will make you 
« welcome wherever you go, without the Mean Helps of 
« Railing and Scandal. An ingenious and ſprightly Con- 
« verſation upon the moſt indifferent Subjects, is what 
« diſtinguiſhes a Man of fine Parts from the meer Men 
« of the Town. A ſuperficial Knowledge of the Vorl, 
and of the Stile and Language in Vogue, ſet off with 
a ſhewy Dreſi and a forward Air, is all tha: is required 
« to ſet up this Kind of Gen/leman ; and that ſo many 
« of them make the Figure they do, is more owing to 
« the /hamcful Ignorance of others, than any Merit of 
« their own. The viſible Increaſe of this Sort of Gentry 
is, I doubt, a Forerunner of the Deprawity of our 
« Tofte ; and muſt, at laſt, end in the general Extinction 
of all good Senſe and good Manners among us. I muſt, 
therefore, above all Things, intreat you, not to put 
« yourſelf upon a Level with thoſe, who either never had 
a good Education, or never knew how to profit by it. 
« I WOULD not have you endeavour too much to 
ine in Company ; neither would I have you think you 
don't recommend yourſelf at all, if you are not always 
doing it. There is a Jealouſy in Mankind, which 
« you muſt take Care not to raz/e ; or otherwiſe, inſtead 
of applauding, they will be looking for ſomething to 
« cenſure, and you will miſs of your End by a too open 
© Purſuit of it. Tis a common Error among young Pe- 
ple, to judge of their Wit by the Mirth it occaſions. 
Vor. II. CG This 
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This is a very wrong Standard, and the Way to be led 
into great Abſurdities. Larvghter is not always a Sign 
of being plcaſed ; or if it were, it is what the 44 
Anowing are uſually ſo remarkable for, that a aui/e 
Man ſhould as little value himſelf upon raiſing it in 
others, as he would have Reaſon to do for ſetting the 
Example of it himſelf. Tis very obſervable, the lower 
the D:wer/ion, the louder is the Lang; and for this 
* Reaſon, an Ha {:quin or a Merry Andrew, is, by ſome 
Sort of Vis, 5 before all other Dramatic Per- 
* formances. Beſides, a Man of that Species of Pla- 
* /antry I am mentioning, ſeldom fails, one Time or 
other, to dwindle into a er; a Character our An- 
« ceſtors uſed very properly to diſtinguiſh by a Party- 
* colour'd Coat, and a Cap and Feather. 
IS fo common to call Things by wrong Names, 
that it will be convenient to examine into their Na- 
© tures, without taking them too much upon 'I'ruſt, for 
Fear of being deceived. Thus downright /mpudence is 
very frequently cover'd under the Notion of a good A/ 
furance. The one is neceſſary, but the other iutolera- 
* ble; and the Difference between them ſo obvious, that 
© *tis all Experience can do, to convince us, tis poſli- 
+ ble they thould be taken one for the other. An im- 
y pride nt Fell;zxv, like a noiſy Bully, impoſes for a Mo- 
ment, but becomes very deſpicable as. ſoon as he is diſ- 
covered. A Man may as well pretend to ſet a Value 
upon his own Money, as upon his own Merits, ſince 
whatever they may be in his Opinion, they can paſs 
in Dealing but at the common Rate. Jo deceive the 
Ignorant, is neither very difficult nor deſirable; tis 
like ſhining by Canudle-light, which is always moſt ad- 
« vantageous to Things of leaſt Value: If you aim there- 
fore at Applauſe, you muſt take the Pains to deſerve it, 
or elſe, I'm afraid, you'll be in Danger of a Diſap- 
< pointment. —True Mert, which is the Beauty of the 
4 Mird, js like that of the Body; tis impoſſible long to 
+ conceal it, where it really is, or to counterfeit it where 
+ jt is not. As Patches and Paint make Ugline/5 the more 
remarkable; ſo an aſſuming C:xcomb is in a Manner 
na double gne ; while he is taking as much Pains to «x 
| 6 
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poſe his own Nakedncſ5, as if he was afraid his Inper- 


perfe&tizns ſhould paſs unobſerved. - . 


£ I is become now-a-days, ſo much the Faſhion to 
lay aſide all Forms, that 1 don't apprehend you'll be in 
any Danger of being over-run with them. It is well if 


you don't fall into the other Extreme. Some People are 


ſo much afraid of being thonght Ceremonious, that they 


can't afford to be commonly civil: But ſuch would do 


well to confider, that Decency.and good Senſe are ſo very 
near a-kin, that whoever lays aſide the one, will for- 


Feit kis Title to the other. To treat all the World 


alike, is a ſenſeliſs Affectaticn: You. may as well ſhut 
your Eyes, on Purpoſe to over-run the firſt Body you 
meet, and then value yourſelf upon fo genteel a Blind- 
neſs. Since all Societies have thought ſome Diflin&ions 
neceſſary, tis ridiculous to pretend to aboliſh them by 
private Authority. Tis the proper Buſineſs of Judg- 
ment to direct you in your Behaviour, and the Way 
to make it uſefu), is to conſult it often, for it's with 
this Counſellor, as with all others; the more they are 
employ'd, the more ſkilful they grow. 

AND now I am about to releaſe you from the farther 
Trouble of a long Letter, T muſt deſire you to take 
Notice, that if J den't mention the ſeveral Duties in- 
cumbent on you, tis becauſe I doubt not but you are 
well inſtructed in them already. Beſides, they are to 
be met with in almoſt every Book of Education, the 
Number of which, I ſhould make a Conſcience of en- 


creaſing. All I intended was, only to caution. you 


againſt certain Errors, from which, perhaps, (ſmall 
as they may ſeem) ſome of the greateſt Uneaſineſſes of 
Life do moſt commonly ariſe. | 

© AS I have thought it neceſſary to point out to vou 
ſome few Things 1 would have you avoid, ſo you'll 
give me Leave to conclude with theſe three, which I 
muſt recommend to vour Practice, viz. Be not inte- 
refted : Keep your Temger ; Aud oo not ran into Ex- 


tremes.” | 
* * 
* 
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Inter utrumque tene. Ovid. 


Keep a Medium between the two Extremes. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 


HAD the other Day the Level of a Thecdolite in 

my Hand; the Difficulty I found in fixing the Bub- 

ble in the Center, which with the leaſt Motion flew 
to either Extreme, made me reflect on the Care and 
Pains neceſſary to keep a juſt Medium in the Conduct of 
Life; for the Frailty of our Nature, which makes us 
eaſily give Ear to our darling Paſſions, carries us imper- 
ceptibly beyond that juſt Medium in which Reaſon would 
fix and keep us; as the trembling of the Hand makes 
the Bubble paſs the Center, which it will keep, when 
{et upon the Inſtrument, and levelled by the Wheels. We 
are naturally-prone to run from one Extreme to another ; 
and it is by liſtening to Reaſon only that we can check 
this Propenhty ; for Moderation is the Conſequence of 
Right Reaſoning ; and we ought not to wonder that ſo 
few find this happy Mean, when ſo many act firſt, and 


think after; or elſe allow their Paſſion to vote with Rea- 


ſon when they deliberate : For we are eaſily inclined to 
determine on the Side of our Inclinations, and can readily 
find a Number of Arguments to back what we wiſh ; 
and to deceive ourſelves, we miſname every Thing, 
throw a Cloak of Truth over Error, and cover Vice 
with the Name of Virtue. Thus, the Miſer flatters 
himſelf that he is only frugal, and Frugality is a Medium 
betwixt Extravagance and Avarice, which every prudent 
Man ought to obſerve. The Extravagant will tell you, 
he walks in the Path of Generoſity, which is found be- 
tween a laviſh Prodigality and Covetouſneſs. The Cow- 
ard calls himſelf prudent ; the raſh Man, brave ; the Re- 
vengeful, a Man of nice Honour, who ſhews a juſt Re- 
ſentment ; the Puſilanimous is a thorough Philoſopher, 
whom nothing can move; the Cheat, a Man of Under- 

ſtanding ; 


The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR, 29 
ſtanding ; an oppreſſing Tyrant, knows the Art of Go- 
verning ; and a mean and degenerate People who yield 
their Necks to the Yoke, cover their Baſeneſs with the 
Epithet of Loyalty; the Atheiſt is a Man of a bright 
Genius ; and the Bigot, truly zealous. 'Thus we pleaſe 
ourſelves with Words, and while we are in the greateſt 
Extremes, imagine we have found the happy Medium, 
in which Virtue alone conſiſts. 

BUT if at any Time we are undeceived, and our 
Error ſhewn us, we endeavour to repair our Miſtake by 
as great an one, and we rarely weigh Things thoroughly 
in the Balance of Reaſon, and examine every Conſequence 
of our Actions before we enter upon them. So I've 
known a Miſer become a Spendthrift; a Spendthrift grow 
miſerable ; a Coward turn Bully; a Bigot fall into a li- 
centious Way of Life ; and a Rake take the Cowl. I 
ſhall give but one Inſtance of this, though I could pro- 
duce many, not only of the latter Extreme, but of thoſe 
others I have mentioned. Why I chuſe the following is, 
it — a few Years ſince, is known to many, and 
the Gentleman ſtill alive. Mr. , known in Town 
by the Appellation of Beau, had a fine Equipage, a fine 
Eſtate, 2 was a Man of ſo much Wit, that he openly 
profeſſed he had no Religion, which according to his De- 
finition, was a Political Yoke, to keep the Vulgar in 
Awe and Obedience. What Lengths a Man of ſuch 
Morals will go, I need not ſay, but it is very certain, 
he gave a Looſe to his Paſſions, and had no Checks upon 
him to hinder his gratifying his Inclinations ; he hved 
in Eaſe and Luxury; and the only Care he knew was, 
that of finding out Variety of Pleaſure. Thus, till he 
was Seven and Twenty, he lived, envy'd by the 'Thought- 
leſs, and pity'd by the Few; the Model of Dreſs ; the 
Darling of the Fair Sex ; (every Beauty endeavouring 
by the Force of her Charms to fix him hers ;) and the 
Patron of Wit. The Town talked of nothing but of 
him, who was the Soul of every Party of Pleaſure, and 
enliven'd every Afiembly, In a Word, he laid out 
all his Time in Plays, Balls, Concerts, Aſſemblies, and 
Maſquerades ; was by Turns a Votary to the Paphian 
Goddeſs, and the Jovial God. When all on a ſudden 
Mr.——diſappear'd ; none knew where he was gone, 

C. 3 or 
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he found him the loſt Mr. 


30 The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR, 


or the Cauſe of his withdrawing; for he had not hurt 
his Eſtate with all his Gallantry. This was Matter f 
Speculation for the Town, and many vain Conjectures 
were made upon his ſudden vaniſhing. A Year or two 


paſt, and he not appearing, was as much forgot as if no 


iuch Meteor had ever blaz d. About ſome ten Years af- 
ter, an Acquaintance of mine, in his Travels, went to 
ſee a Convent of Carthr/ians ; the Prior received him 


Vith great Complaiſance, (as indeed, to do Juſtice to 


the Religious Orders, they are very courteous and obli- 
ging to Strangers) and in every Thing gratify'd my 
rriend's Curioſity; after he had ſeen the Convent, the 
Prior aſked hum by his Name, if he would not take 
ſome Refreſhment ? He, ſurpriz'd to hear himſelf nam'd, 
aſk' d the Father by what Means he knew him ? Sir, ſaid 
he, as you paſſed the Cell of one of our Religicus, he 
told me who you was; he's an Eng/i4 Gentleman, and 
has been with us ſeveral Years. My Friend aſk'd if he 
might be permitted to ſee and ſpeak to this Religious; 
winch was allow'd him, and, to his very great Surprize, 
„who, ſatiated with 
what he had falſly eſteemed the Pleaſures of Liſe, and ſa- 


tisfy'd by Experience (to uſe his own Words) that the 


World could afford none, left England, turn'd Roman, 
and took into the moſt auſtere Order, that he might by 
Mortification make Attonement for his paſt Luxury, and 
ſecure to himſelf in another World, what was vainly 
ſought for in this. 9 5 5 

I DON't by the preſent Story condemn any Man 
for going into Religion, who really believes that there is 
no other Way for him to ſecure his -Happineſs, and who 
finds himſelf too weak to withſtand the Temptations of 
the World: But I am ſtrongly of Opinion, that few 
would go thus from one Extreme to another, and much 
fewer would afterwards repent their Tranſition, and 
complain of the Hardſhips and Difficulties they meet 
with in the Change, would they coolly lay before them 


every Conſequence, and not act by Fits and Starts. I 
knew a Gentleman, and I aver it for 'Truth, who was 


Church of England Man, Diſſenter, Quaker, and Roman 
Catholick, in which laſt Perſwaſion he dy'd ſoon after 


his Change, or it's more than probable he had 2 d 
one 
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ſome other, if not come back to the firſt ; and what 
Account can be given for this Fickleneſs, but his chan- 
ging firſt, and conſidering afterwards . He did not act 
by Reaſon, but by Whim ; and never examined whether 
be was right or wrong, 'till he had made his Choice. I 
know a fair Lady, who learns to reaſon from Conſe- 
quences, and never perceived Conſequences by Reaſon. 
Whatever Whim takes her, ſhe that Moment goes upon 
it; and if you offer her Advice, ſhe ſtops you with, 7// 
have it dene; or, I'll do it; I care not chat fellas. 
VICTORIA wa a Lady, whom all the Gentlemen 
of her County deſired for a Wife, and a great many good 
Matches were propoſed to her Father, who was an Hu- 
mouriſt; he agreed to three or four; but on ſome little 
Diſpute or other, which he always rais'd when the Deeds 
were to be executed, broke of with all. This ſo enraged 
the young Lady, that ſhe ſwore to her Mother, as they 
two were at Table, that ſhe would marry the firſt Man 
who would aſk her: 'The good Lady did not fail in her 
Duty ; ſhe exhorted her to avoid all Extremes, and laid 
before her the fatal Conſequence of ſuch a Procedure. 
But Paſſion had ſhut her Ears againft Reaſon. The 
_ -Coachman reminding her after Dinner of her Oath, afk'd 
her to marry him; ſhe, enrag'd with her Father's ha- 
ving, as ſhe thought, made her the Jeſt of the County, 
ſtuck to her Oath ; and her Father immediately turn'd 
her out of Doors, with her Huſband : They took a little 
Cottage hard by, where VIcTORIA, with a Parcel of 
hungry and ragged Children about the Wheel ſhe ſpun at 
for Bread, had Leiſure to reflect on having quitted that 
Medium, in which Duty and Reaſon ſhould have kept 
her; while her Father, knowing no Medium in his Re- 
ſentment, 18 his Heart. 8 
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To HENRY STONECASTLE, Eg; 


IX. 


HE ſober and well - diſpoſed Part of this Univerſity 
are much pleaſed with a juſt and elegant Deſcrip- 
tion of our Scholaſtick Beaux, publiſhed in your Jour- 
nal of the 1oth of laſt Month. Nevertheleſs, with Sub- 
miſſion to the worthy Gentleman who wrote that Letter, 
I muſt obſerve, his Argument in one Place proves too 
much, and therefore (according to a noted Maxim among 
us) proves nothing at all. Your Correſpondent in general 
affirms, that he can produce a Letter from a Maſter of 
Arts as faſhionably ſpelt, as if it had been dated from the 
Temple, or White's. The Maſters of Arts (ſuch I mean) 
who have taken their Degrees in a regular Way, chal- 
| lenge him to give an Inftance. His Aſſertion thereſore 
was too Univerſal, and ſhould have been ſpecifically re- 
| rained to the Reyal Squadron. Thoſe Petit-Maitres, 
who at the Time of their Admiſſion to that brave Degree, 
inſtead of ſeven Years ſtanding, were hardly out of the 
State, as we call it, of Non-Entity, had ſcarce left, or 
perhaps were never bred at any School ; thoſe indeed 
may ſtill have an. Occaſion for a Spelling-Book. 
AS at firſt, they were an Infringement upon our 
Privileges, they now continue to be a Nuſance to our 
Diſcipline. They introduce the Foppery and 14lene/5 fo 
deſervedly expoſed by your ingenious Correſpondent. 
And it is no Wonder that our Youth ſhould be diſcoura- 
ged from meriting Degrees by Virtue, Learning, and a 
due Length of Time, Qualifications requiſite by our Sta- 
tutes, when, with Indignation I ſpeak it, they behold ſuch 
Swarms of Mu/room Graduates without either. | 


Jan, 


IA . . 


2 College, Cam- ; 
bridge, Feb. 1. __ACADEMICUS. 


Stem- 
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Stemmata quid faciunt, quid prodeſt, Pontice, longo 
Sanguine cenſeri, pictoſq; oſtendere vultus 
Majorum ? — 
Nobilitas ſola eſt atq; unica virtus. Tuv. Sat. 8. 

What's the Advantage or the real Good, 

To trace back to it's Source our ancient Blood ? 

To have our Anceſtors in Buſts of Stone, 

Preſerv'd as Reliques, or like Monſters jhown ? 
m—Lirtae alone is true Nobility. 

To HENRY STONECASTLE, Ei; 

2 
© T AM a Surgeon, at your Worſhip's Service, and 
c pretty eminent in my Profeſſion, wherein I am 
« continually endeavouring to make Diſcoveries for the 
« Benefit of Mankind, Some of them I intend to com- 
« municate hereafter ; but, at preſent, beg Leave to lay 
before you an Experiment, that is, I think, entirely 
new as well as curious; and which, I hope, the Virtu- 
% will improve. 1 
HAVING, you muſt know, heard much Talk of 
Noble Blood, and obſerv'd, that ſeveral Perſons, who 
have nothing elſe to boaſt, pride themſelves exceeding- 
ly therein, as if it was ſomewhat very extraordinary; 
I was reſolv'd, if poſſible, by Trial, to find. out in 
what Reſpect the Blood of a Man of Quality is more, 
valuable than that of a Plebean. Accordingly, laſt 
Tueſday Morning, being ſent for to a Neb/e Lord. 
who was under a {light Indiſpoſition, I extracted from 
the Vein of his Left Arm ten Ounces of pure Blood: 
which, after ſtanding a Day for the Phyſician's In- 
ſpection, by a ſmall Bribe to the Valet, I got Leave 
to carry Home with me. 'The fame Morning, at 
my own Houſe, I had likewiſe taken away the ſame 
e from an honeſt laborious Tradiſinan in my 

eighbourhood, who had a Diſorder much of the 
ſame Kind. Being thus prepar'd, to Work I Went, 
and comparing them together, the chief Difference 
that appear d to View, was, that his Lord/ip's was 

C 5 much. 
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* much more frothy and full of Bubbles ; which, being 
* {weld with Air, cook up a larger Space conſiderably 
than the Trade/mar's did: though, upon weighing 
them with the greateſt Exactneſs, 1 found it lighter 
© by thirty-five Graias. The Quantity of Serum (being 
© pour'd off) in both was near the ſame, but the Noble- 
* man's was mighty brackiſh to the 'Taite, and had a 
© Sort of Oilineſs on the Surface, that reflected all the 
Colours of the Rainbow. Examining the two con- 
« gealed Cakes, my Neighbour's was of a bright and 
© florid Red, and adhered together in one ſolid Maſs, 
© without any Cavities or Spungineſs at all; his Lord- 
* /-ip's was of a blackiſh Colour, and had many Hol- 
* lows in every Part, which contain'd an ill-ſmelling 
© corrupted Matter. After trying them ſeveral 
Ways beſide, which afforded no Difference worth re- 
lating, I put each Cake, with its proper Sc-u7:, into 
a Veijel prepared ou Purpoſe, to ice what might be 
done by the Force of Fire, which reduces all Ihings 
to their original Principles. The Effect was, that 
from the Trad:/man' Blood I got about two Ounces of 
Phlegm, ſome alkalious Spirit, nine Drachms of fixed 
Salt, and a ſmall! Quantity of clear Oil; my Lord's 
afforded me one Ounce and a half of Phlegm, half an 
Ounce of a corroſive acid Spirit, Volatile Salt two 
Drachms, and near an Ounce of ſulphurous feœtid 

Oil; all the reſt was Caput Mrtuum. | 
HAVE here related the Particulars as they oc- 
curr'd to me in the Proceſs of my Enquiries, but ſub- 
mit the Reaſon of them to the Diſquiſition of the 
Learned; and only obſerve upon the whole, that in 
my Opinion, there did not appear any Thing in the 
Blood of this Noble Lord extraordinary enough to oc- 
caſion any mighty Buſtle, or make a Man imagine 
himſelf above the reſt of his Fellow Creatures. On 
the contrary, whatever Difference I found, was to his 
Lord/hip's Diſadvantage, ſince the Tradeſman's Blood 
along the whole Experiment, diſcover'd itſelf to be 
more pure and wholeſome than his Loraſtip's. The 
Cauſe of this, perhaps, might be found out; but that's 
not my preſent Bullneſs, and therefore I ſhall con- 
| * clude 
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* clude, with aſſuring you that I am your Weekly 
Reader, and humble Servant, | 


SIMEON PROBE. 


Several-{kilful Anatomiſts (ſays a famous Italian Wri- 
ter) have long ago made it evident, that the Bones, 
Nerwes, Flifh, and Beavels of all Mankind, are form'd 
of the ſame Materials, and diſpos'd in the ſame Manner ; 
which is a moſt convincing Proof, that true Nobz/ity is 
fituated in the Mind, and not in the Bad. This may 
prevent my Correſpondent from giving himſelf any far- 
ther needleſs Trouble on this Account, ſince Benewclcnce, 
Sagacity, Protity, and Magn: ficence, are the only Tokens. 
of a ſuperior and noble Soul. However, the foregoing 
Experiment may be a juſt Reproof of that extravagant 
Boaſt of Blood and Family, which many People are ſo 
full of. Were Titles and Preferment never given but as 
the Reward of Virtue, (which is far from being the 
Caſe) even then they could confer no true Honour any 
longer than while they are accompany'd by the ſame 
Virtues they were beſtowed on. A «vor 71. Sen can 
ſurely claim no Merit from a diſeraing Parent, whoſe 
Example is his Reproach, and to whole Name he is a 
living Shame. Nor is a Man of Virtue at all the better, 
though he could trace up his Anceſtors to the Congueſt. 
if their Health and Dignity (as ſometimes has happen'd) 
have been acquir'd by Means for which they deſerv'd 
the Hangman, Perſonal Merit is all a Man can call 
his own. Whoſoever ſtrictly adheres to Honeſty and 
Truth, and leads a regular and virtuous Life, is more 
truly Noble, though he were a Butcher's Sen, than a de- 
bauch'd abandon'd Profligate, were he deſcended from 
the illuſtrious Houſes of Auſtria or Bourbon. When 
ULDARICK, Count of Sicily, demanded a Conference 
with HUNIADES, Governor of Hungary, he was 
defired to come to him in his Camp; at which, being 
much affronted, he anſwer'd with a vaſt deal of Haugh- 
tineſs and Vanity, that it -<vas below* him, who avas a 
Prince by long Deſcent, to wait on One who was the firſt 
of all his Fumily that had ever been advanced to Honour, 
HUNI1 ADE $ handſomly reply'd, I don't compare my 
AF aeith your Anceſtors, but Wil vou. 


people 
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People who are thus puffed up, ſhould remember, that 
all Mankind deſcend from the iame Original, and that 
as Monf. Bruyere ſays, there are few Families but what 
at one End are related to the greate Princes, and at the 
other to the meaneſt Peaſants. a 

To be born of this or that Family, is certainly no 
Merit, becauſe it is wholly out of our own Choice or 
Power: But the more illuſtrious our Auceſtors have been, 
the greater Infamy ſhall we deſerve if we degenerate ; 
ſince their bright Example is a Pattern continually pla- 
ced before us, which we ſhould believe ourſelves bound 
and obliged to imitate. When a fattering Courtier was 
extolling 4LPHONSO, King of Arragon, that he 
was a Vg himſelf, Son of a King, Nephew of a King, 
and Brother of a Kizg. For my Part, /ays he very mo- 
deftly, I ſet but little Value on what you ſo much eſteem ; 
for that I am a King's Son is no Praiſe of mine, but of 
my Anceſfors; Whole Fuftice, Temperance, and Wiſdom, 
gained them a Crown. | | 

I would not have it imagin'd, that I intend any Thing 
here to the Prejudice of Ne6;/ity, or would diminith that 
Glory which Perſons of high Birth and exalted Merit 
receive from and reflect back to their renowned Forefa- 
thers. Names and Titles handed down from Generation 
to Generation, through a long and valuable Poſterity, 
demand the utmoſt Veneration, whilſt they adorn thoſe 
who inherit all the noble Qualifications of their admir'd 
Anccſtors. But it excites Reſentment, to behold ſome, who 
without one ſingle Virtue of their own, are continually 
vaunting of their Family and their Honour: As to the 
reſt, I have already ſhewn its Value; and ſo far as con- 
cerns the laſt, I ſhall infiſt but on one Thing, which, 
I believe, will eaſily be granted me, that what Rant or 
Station ſoever a Man is placed in, be he Lord, or Duke, 
or Prince, if his Life is debauch'd and vicious, if his 
Mind is corrupted with Pride, Difimulation, or Ingra- 
titude ; in a Word, if he be not firily honeft, he can't 
roſſibly be a Man of Honour. A modern Writer ex- 
preſſes himſelf with much Severity on this Occafion. 


Let high Birth triumph ! what can be more great ? 
Nothing but Merit in a low Eftate, 


To 
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To Virtue's humbleſt Son let none prefer 
Vice, tho' deſcended from the Conqueror. 
Shall Men, like Figures, pals for high, or baſe, 
Slight, or important, only by their Place ? 
Titles are Marks of hone/t Men, and wi/e ; 
The Fool, or Knave, that wears a Title, ies. 
Univerſal Paſſion. 


As what follows has a near Relation to the preſent 
Subject, I think proper to inſert it here. 


Mr. Spectator, 

AVIN G for many Vears with indefatigable Pains 
1 and Labour apply'd myſelf to the Study of the 
occult Sciences, I have at laſt thereby happily diſcover d 
and brought to great Perfection a certain and infallible 
Secret, whereby I can take all Spots and Stains out of 
Families, ſo as to make them wonderfully pure and clean, 
and without any Soil or Blemiſh whatſoever. And, as 
this Diſcovery wall be of ſingular Service to the Nobility 
and Gentry, I take this Method of acquainting them, 

that for a wa/uable Conſideration, I will undertake, u 
ſending me their Pedigrees, to return them back in a 
few Days, entirely free from all manner of Blots and 
Defilements, and that without any Erazure or viſible Al- 
teration; and will engage myſelf to keep them clean 
for many Vears (barring Accidents) at a very ſmall Ex- 
I intend to wait on you very ſpeedily, and 
ſhall b brighten up your Honour's Family as a Es of 

| my Art. In the mean while, I am, 


T our bumble Servant, 
MARTIN HUS H. 


P. S. I have likewiſe a Neftrum to purge . all 
Impurities of Blood. 


I WOULD adviſe all thoſe who value themſelves 
overmuch upon Family, to make Uſe of this happy Se- 
cret as ſoon as poſſible. 


# * 
* 


Nune 
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Nunc age Dardaniam prolem quæ deinde ſequatur 
Gloria, qui maneant Itala de gente nepotes, 
Illuſtres animas, noſtrum qui in nomen ituras, 
Expediam dictis, & te tua fata docebo. Virg. An. 6. 
Nea in few Words will I to trace 
T he Glory that attends the Trojan Race 
Th Italian Names that Fate intends to fein 
With curs, and graft aten the Trojan Line. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 
NEVER heard any rational Account given for 
Dreams, or of any reaſonable Man, who ever took 
Farther Notice of them, than to laugh at the Chimzra's 
form'd in his Imagination, while his Senſes were lock'd 
up in Sleep. Though I don't pretend to account for, or 
draw any Concluſions from it, yet I have often remark'd 
in myſelf, that when I have been very intent on any 
Thing in the Day Time, it has proved the Entertain- 
ment of the Night. That, following the Ma/querad-, 
refented me with ſomething of the ſame Nature with 
what I had there remark'd : For, I dream'd I was in a 
raſt extended Plain, where I obſerv'd a great many who 
had been of my Acquaintance, and whom I knew to have 
been long ſince dead: Their Dreſſes, as here on Earth, dif- 
ſer'd according to their former Quality. As I was gazing 
2bout me, I perceiv'd a great Part of the Company flock 
towards the Eaſt-End of the Plain; and though, when I 
friſt came among them, I did not fee a Face but what 
ſpoke Care, yet I thought the Countenance of every 
Particular began to clear up as they pais'd by me. My 
Curiofity led me with the Crowd, and I had not gone 
far, before I ſaw a large and very ſtrong built Pile, 
which, by the Structure ſeem'd very antique, though it 
had ſuffer'd nothing by the Length of Time; the Build- 
ing was uniform, and without the leaſt Ornament ; the 
Walls, which at a little Diſtance appear'd cover'd with 
Moſs, when J came near to examine them, were of po- 
liſn'd Stone, and ſhew'd every Object ſuch as it really 


was ; for no Diſguiſe was reflected from this Building. 
In 
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In my Way to it, I had ſcrap'd Acquaintance with a 
Gentleman very handſomely dreſs'd, attended by two 
Servants in Livery, and had aſk'd him the Name of the 
Plain, who were the Inhabitants, and what was the 
Pile before us ? Sir, ſaid he, this is a Place of which 
the Antients never had the leaſt Notion ; tho' Rewards and 
Puniſhments in a future Life, they learn'd from that 
innate Light by which the Creator has reveal'd himſelf 
to Mortals. 'T his, Sir, is the Region of thoſe Souls who 
leave the World with Regret, are anxious for their Poſte- 
rity, and whoſe greateſt Crime is ſo far their Diſtruſt 
of Providence, as to imagine their own Care could bet- 
ter provide for their Families. This Anxiety continues 
with us, and is the Puniſhment we feel. The Temple 
you ſee is the Temple of Truth ; Which is, at Times (to 
us unknown) diicover'd to them who have ſuffer'd ac- 
cording to the inſcrutable Decrees of Providence, (his 
lated Lime) the Cares and Anxieties which perplex'd 
their Minds, made their Exit from this World ſo terrible, 
and their Confinement here almoſt a Hell. To others it 
is ſtill inviſible, wrapp'd in obſcureſt Clouds; when theſe 
are diſpell'd, we know our Deliverance is near, and that 
we ſhall (paſſing through this glorious Plain) leave our 
Care behind, and know no more. | 7 1 
WE came vp to the Porch, and the firſt whom I ſaw 
enter was a venerable old Gentleman, whom I had known 
in Life, and who had marry'd a young Lady of Fifteen, 
at the Age of Fifty, and had left ſeven Children; I en- 
ter'd the great Hall with him, and ſaw Truth ſeated on 
an Adamantine 'Throne. She was beautiful beyond Ex- 
preſſion, and in Robes of Whiteneſs which my Eyes 
could ſcarce ſupport; Fortitude, Loyalty, Friendſhip, 
and Good Nature, were her Attendants. No ſooner had 
my quondam Acquaintance paid his Devoirs, but Truth, 
in a Majeſtick (yet harmonious) Tone of Voice, order'd 
him to be ſhewn for whom he had ſuffer d: Immediate- 
ly his Lady croſs'd the Hall, led by a Farmer of his 
own, with two Children following him: See, ſays 
Truth, the Father of your two eldeſt Sons. The reſt 
ſhall follow thoſe to whom they owe their Lives. No 
ſooner had ſhe ſpoke, but his Butler led in another; 
and his Steward follow'd with four more. The Sur- 
prize 
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prize in which I ſaw the old Gentleman was not greater 
than my own, who had ever believ'd this Lady of im- 
penetrable Virtue, no one being more ſtrict in keeping a 
Decorum in her Family, or more remarkable for tre- 
quenting the Church. 

WHILE I was ruminating on what I had ſeen, I 
found myſelf without the Gates of the Temple, I knew 
not how; and 1 muſt own, was not a little diverted to 
ſee how different the Figures of the Company were re- 
flected from the Walls, to what they were in the Perſons ; 
in the former they had the Badge of their Fathers Qua- 
lity or Profeſſion ; in the latter they appeared according 
to the Rank of their ſuppoſed or real Fathers. I ſaw a 
Cobler with a Baronet's Coronet on his Head, and an Earl 
with a Poſtilion's Leather Jacket. A Gentleman in a 
Velvet Suit embroider'd, refleted from the Walls, ap- 

with a Roll of Linnen under his Arms, and his 
Stockings ſplaſh'd up to his Hams. A certain great 
Monarch reflected a Cardinal, and ſeveral Men of Qua- 
lity one and the ſame Figure, of a tall raw-bon'd Biſhop ; 
theſe latter I found had but one Father, they were all 
Muſcovites, as appeared by the Figure of the Biſhop be- 
ing in the Dreſs of the Grecian Church. A great Num- 
ber on the Walls (who in their Perſons ſpoke a ſuperior 
Rank) were Monks, Jeſuits, and Cordeliers. Some indeed 
there were who differ d in nothing from what they ap- 
ed before they approached the Temple, but their 
Number was not very conſiderable. I followed a few of 
theſe into the great Hall, but did not find they had all 
been as happy in their Wives, as their Fathers had been. 
While I was in the Hall, I obſerved all who came in had 
ſuffer'd a long and grievous Puniſhment for other Peo- 
ple's Children, for their own worthleſs Offspring, or 
without Cauſe : For as the real or ſuppoſed Deſcendents 
of every particular paſt along, I remark'd, ſome of the for- 
mer were ſo deſpicable, that the Fathers averted their 
Sight, and were aſhamed to own ſo degenerate a Race ; 
and others, by their Virtues, and the Figures they made, 
gave an unſpeakable Pleaſure to their Parents, who una- 
nimouſly owned, that Providence had done for them 
what all their Care could not have effected, and what 
their higheſt Ambition would not ſuffer them to * x 

: 
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T H E Son of a French Grocer, to the no ſmall Joy of 
his Father, pailed y with a very ſplendid Equipage, 
and was environ'd by Fuftice, Fidelity, and a whole 
Crowd of Virtues. A poor 1 hreſber, with equal Surprize 
and Satisfaction, ſaw his Son in thc Habit of a Bithop, 
accompany'd by true Religion, Humility, and Charity, 
ſupported by Fortitude and Learning. Several Deicendents 
of brave and honeſt Patriots, who had the Courage to 
prefer Poverty with a good Conſcience, to the infamous 
Title of rich Traitors, who had too much Probity to be 
the ſervile Agents of corrupt Miniſters, and were de- 
ſpiſed in their Lives for an Integrity which ought to 
have made them almoſt ador'd ; ſeveral, I ſay, of their 
Deſcendents who had copy'd after them, had met with 
the Reward of their Virtues, and gave a Joy to their 
Fathers, which alone was an ample Recompence for all 
they had ſuffered in the Cauſe of Juſtice ; and made them 
with one Voice cry out, How in/crutable are the Ways 
of Providence ! I was in ſuch an Exſtacy with ſeeing 
Virtue rewarded and ſupported, that exulting, I join'd in 
with theſe happy Parents, and waken'd with the ſame 
Exclamation in my Mouth. I own, the Pleaſure this 
Dream afforded me, made me regret the mort Time of 
its Duration; however, ſhort as it was, I hope it will 
be long before I forget it. The greateit Vanity I have 
been guilty of, is, that of valuing myſelf on the Anti- 
quity of my Houſe, and the Character of my Anceitors ; 
but I think it is by this Dream quite extinguiſh'd ; fince 
by the Lubricity of ſome Female, I may, perhaps, be no 
more akin to the Name I bear, than I am to the Aby/ine 


Emperor. 
K 


To HENRY STONECASTLE, Eg; 


S IR, 


A S you have ſucceeded in the Poſt of Cenſor, I can't 
but wonder you have hitherto taken no Notice of 
the many Soleciſms in good Manners, which a Number 


are guilty of, who pretend to the Character of Well- 


bred ; 
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bred : I aſſure you, Sir, ſome of theſe, whether through | 
Contempt of the Company, Inadvertency, or an entire 
Abſence d Esprit, commit ſuch Faults in Point of De- 
cency and good Breeding, that they are too ſhocking to 
be related to tender Ears. I beg you will let Tom Core- 
{ifs know, the Management of his Tooth-pick after Din- 
ner is of this Number; and Blearetta, that her Napkin 
was deſign'd for a quite different Uſe than that ſhe puts 
it to: But as we board in the ſame Houſe, I am forced 
to bear the Sight of it; ſince good Manners will neither 
permit my Admonitions, nor abrupt leaving the Room. 
Kuſcus, who thinks himſelf a polite Gentleman, fanſics 
he ſhews a great deal of Wit, and makes no Breach in 
od Manners, when he can turn the Stomachs of the 
Table by filthy Images : Though I take it to be demon- 
ftrating abundance of Ill-nature as well as IIl-Manners. 
Euſcbia is guilty of the ſame Fault, but from a very 
different Cauſe ; ſhe 13 charmed with the Chirurgical 
Good ſhe does, and gives you an Account of the wonder- 
ful Effects of her Salves and Unguents, with a View of 
publick Service. If you will give us an Eſſay on the 
many Indecencies your Nominal Well-bred People are 
often guilty of, you will oblige, 


87K: 


Your conſtant Reader, and 
| Humble Servant, 


CHARLES FREEMAN, 


 ANew 


A new Seſſion of the POET S. 
For the YEAR 17 30. 


| W I'TH Bembaſt, wvith Deggrel, and Norfer' 
quite cloy'd, 

His Laws all 2 d, his Preragati de wid ; 

Apollo thought fit from theſe Iſles to elope, 

But left his Commiſſion with Swift, and with Pope. 

Full bent was his Bow, and unſirung was his Lyre, 
When with him the Nine awere oblig'd to retire. 

How: pale is the Sun | how unpleaſant the Day J 

How heavy old Time runs, fince He went axwvay. 


Soon Dullneſs, great Goddeſs, uſurf'd his Command, 
And publiſb d ber Edifs all over the Land; © 

For electing a Laureat, a Seſſions to keep, 

In the room f the late wwho ſhall guictly ſleep. 


Enthron'd ſat the Goddeſs, her Subjects ſtood round, 
And ſubj ect to Dullneſs, what 1 abcund ! 
Came Witlings and Dunces, and Wrongheads ſo many, 
Came ſome that were rich, more, not worth a Penny. 
There was S—dl—y, R—ch, W—lſ—d, Concan—n, 
| and W—d, 

Charles J—nſ—n, and C—mme—ns, the Glouceſterſhire 

Bard. 
Old Dennis was Cryer, and call'd * to Order, 
John H y was Town-Clerk, Giles Jacob Recorders 
Each Candidate brought the beſt Sample be had, 
Some Tragedies merry, ſome Comedies ſad. | 
Some brought in whole Volumes of Clenches and Puns, 
And one, by Miftake, brought a Parcel of Duns. 
Scme with the meer Weight of their ewn Works did blunder, 
And one ſent an Als heavy loaden with Plunder; 23 
* 
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E' T—k—l and T p: << me for Sake of the Pen ſion, 
Tom Southern and others, / crre not to mention. 
Fit, a Beau clad in Silk, preduc'd his coarſe Stuff, 
T he Goddeſs declar'd be had Merit enough ; 
But bid him one Irjtance from Hiſtory Lring, 
O the Son of a Footman adwanc'd to a King: 
Dennis fold him he treated his Muſe like a Fade, 
Since be dreſs'd her in Fuſtian, himſelf in Brocade. 
l beſe Petition is that ? my truſiy Friend C—ke's, 
T honour him much, for his dull:ſt of Books ; 
Some other Preferment I wiſh him to ſeek, 
For I'll never give this to a Dabbler in Greek. 
So C-mm—ns was call d, who was bred near her Throne, 
But he had forgotten his Caſſock and Gown. | 
So for once avas ab d, and fbrunk back for Fear, 
Aud miſs'd being created @ Spiritual Peer. 


Then T—b—d came newly emerg'd from the Caves 
Well known to the Court for a Critick moſi grave; 
The Goddeſs reſe up, and ſaid, This avere the Man, 
But him Þve already Crown'd King of a Clan. 


Next P appear d. and enter d his Plea ; 

But his Works did not all with her Standard agree 
How dares he, ſays ſhe, approach to my Shrine, 

Who denies ſuch a Thing as a Power divine. 

Ds ade a Remark, that it wan't ſo odd, 

He ſhould own ber a Goddeſs, who beliew'd not a — 
But commended him much for a Peet ſo mild, | 
He knew not à fitter to ſing to a Child. 


Dick 8 -ge came pleading that he cwas undone, 
She declar'd be auas not her legitimate Son. 
And though C r a Precedent aas of his Side, 

Yet ed nec er make a Judge of a Criminal 27 d. 
Nic. Am ſt came next—but Sir R car d, 
And ſoon got him expell' d; ſ avell he avas heard: 
He fore to his Ruin, the Rebel to follow, 

For ſecret Intelligence held with Apollo. 

With Torches, with Flambeaux, and abundance of Fire, 
Y——yg enter'd the Hall, but was bid to retire; 


She 


* 
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She confaſa d that his Plays might paſs for good I hings, 
But his Satyr too much abounded with Stings. 
Poor Gay, tho he had not one Friend in the Court, 
Came like a bold Beggar, and made his Claim for't ; 
But ſoon he was told, with a deal of Grimace, 
IF he'd part with the Penſion, he might have the Place. 
7 he Goddeſs at laſt quite impatient was grown, 
And ſaid, I declare for a Son of my own. 
My C——y alone is diſerwving the Bays, 
He ſuck'd at theſe Breaſts, and he publiſb d theſe Plays. 
In Hibernian Shades, where Tin wont to retire, 
A Mortal compreſi me; Mac Fleckno's his Sire: 
To plunder frem Shakeſpear, or Fletcher he's free, 
And he ſhall be always afjifted by me: 
—1 CT ze mort, bu: Querno his Name, 
Through all my Dominions, ſee publiſo'd the ſame. 


Juſt then he came /ingirg, Reginam amamus, 

And produc'd to the Goddeſs the Royal Mandamus. 

You need not, ſhe ſaid, have ran upon Score, 

For what I had gratis defign'd you vefore. 

So rejetting each Supplicant's humble Petition, 

She wwith her own Mark fign'd and ſeal'd his Commiffion : 
Soon as known to Apollo, he ſent his Proteſt, 

And decreed from henceforward, the Flace but a Jeſt. 


Py K» 


LDF ERTISE ͤ 
'E HAT none may complain for want of timely No- 
tice: Be it known to all Men by theſe. Preſents, 
That next Summer at ScaxBoROUGH there will be a 
vaſt Collection of fair Hands, brilliant Eyes, rotey 
Cheeks, nimble Tongues, ivory Teeth, ruby Lips, dimpled 
» Chins, high Fronts, long Necks ; together with ſnowy 
Preaſts, handſome Legs, and other valuable Commoeditics, 
which, for very weighty Reaſons, are determin'd to be. 
conceal'd 'till the Merchandizes before-mention'd are firſt 
diſpoſed of and ſold : There will alſo be large Quanti. e; 
of kind G/ances, ſtudy d Courtefies, languithing 1 
| ighs 
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Sizhs piping-hot from the Heart, and ſcornful Syeerg, 
that are only Copies of the Countenance: Likewiſe Og/es 
of all Kinds, from a ſide Leer to a full Stare; and Smiles 
of all Sizes, from a Simper to a broad Laugh ; not to 
forget {irs of every Quality and Denomination; whether 
proud, amorous, ſcornful, pert, or affected; beſides ſeve- 
ral invitatory ones, from o/d Maids and awkward Country 
Gris, which laſt will be fold a Pennyworth : Alſo ſome 
innocent Fe, Which have not loſt their firſt malig- 
nant Influence of killing Gentlemen upon the Spot; with 
a rare Parcel of ſtolen Ks, which will be ſtored pri- 
vately in the four Corners of the Warehouſe, ard which, 
by ſly Cuſtemers, may, perhaps, be purchas'd with a 
Whiſper : Together likewiſe with ſeveral large Boxes of 
right native ſcarlet Blaſbes, ſurpaſſing Carmine, Cochi- 
neal, Spaniſb Wooll, or any other of the richeſt Dies in 
Grain, and very proper for the Ladies to take along with 
them when they go to bathe 1n the Sea. 
MOREOVER, it is further propoſed, That there 
ſhall be Pictures of all the celebrated 70 drawn in 
Black, by a Set of Female Painters, who have ſuch lively 
Imaginations, that they can paint ſtrongeſt in the Ab- 
ſence of the Originals; and ſuch nimble Pencils, that 
they can draw a compleat Piece in the making of a Pot 
of Tea. Alfo ſeveral antiquated Faces lately repaired, 
and, looking by Candle-light, as good as new. There 
will be Choice of wounded Hearts ſo very cheap, that 
they may be bought for Love: Alſo a Cargo of fine 
Compliments, either with or without a Meaning. —— 
Vu gar Sayings advanced into Vitty Sentences, by the ma- 
gical Reflection of Diamond Necklaces and pretty Faces. 
Joes, Quibbles, Puns, Repartees, and Conundrums in in- 
finite Numbers, to be ſold by Wholeſale; together with 
Vanity, Scandal, Aﬀettation, Pride, Inconſtancy, and alſo 
* ſome ſmall Remnants of Honour, VirTue, DiscRE- 
Tion, and Goop Berxavieur, ready for the beſt 
Bidders. Not to omit ſeveral curious Tables, which, 
beſides the common viſible Furniture of Cards, Fiſhes, 
and Green Velvet, or Bays, have likewiſe ſome ſecret 
Drawers, repleat with Oaths, Curſes, Imprecations, &C. 
of all Sorts, ready for the Ladies to pick out and practiſe 
aver, againſt all proper Occaſions, private or Fey | 
_ t 
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that they may be able to rap them out as roundly and 
gracefully as any Field or Staff Officer; and that ſuch 


Numbers of thoſe brave Ejaculations may not henceforth 
be ſo cruelly murder'd between the Teeth as they were 
laſt Seaſon by many, otherwiſe faſhionable and well-ac- 


compliſhed Candidates of Fortune. There are alſo a Set 
of new ceunterfeit Oaths for ſome Ladies, which, like 
their falſe Jewels, with good Management, will pals as 
creditably as rea/ ones. And that People, even in the 
molt forlorn Circumſtances, may not fail of proper Ac- 
coinmodations, ſpecial Care 15 intended to be taken that 
there ſhall be likewiſe ſome Second-hand Faces, tale Re- 
putations and broken C:nflitutions, for the Uſe and Behoof 
of battcr'd Beaus, maimed Debauchees, old Batchtilers, 
and other helpleſs Perſons, who have not Money or Me- 
rit enough to ſupply themſelves more conveniently. . 
THIS Graud SaLE will begin in May next, and 
continue about four Months. Whoever pleaſes to be 
a Chapman, may repair to the LoxcRoom in the Tcaun 


aforeſaid, where conſtant Attendance will be given, and 


the ſeveral Fares and Merchandizes before ſpecified, diſ- 
play'd to the beſt Advantage every Day, Sundays not ex- 
cepted, from Seven o'Clock 'till Ten in the Evening. 

N. B. If any Perſons ſhall chuſe to purchaſe a Quan- 
tity of right, neat, genuine Goop HumouR, they are 
deſired to give previous Notice of it, that ſufficient Time 
may be allowed for procuring it, if any ſuch Thing is 
to be found : But left there ſhould be a Scarcity, all Per- 
ſons are defired to bring what Proviſion they can thereof 


along with them, otherwiſe a Stock of Complaiſance only 


may be provided againſt the Sale, which, in the Opinion 
of Courtiers, does mighty well, and comes a great deal 
cheaper. The Ladies may pleaſe to obſerve, that there 
are ſeveral little Drawing Rooms adjoyning to the Ware- 


houſe, very convenient for taking Cold Tea, and other 


Refreſhments, in Caſe the Weather ſhould prove ſultry, 
and the Place be crowded. 
Q 


Begone ; 


a 3 c i ety ——U— — 
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Begone : retire. You are not far enough. Hoa ? 
Jay you, I am under the other Tropic? Get under 


the Pole, into the other Hemiſphere : Mount to the 
Stars, if poſſible. Jam there. Very well ; 
ther: you're in Safety. I deſcry on the Earth a 
Man covetous, inexerable, inſatiable, —— 


Bruyere, 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 


HILST I was fitting the other Night in my 
great arm'd Chair by the Fire ſide, and 
ſmoaking my Pipe, as my Cuſtom is, before I go 
to Bed, my Contemplations were diſturbed by a Noife 
of People in the Street, more than nſual at ſuch a 
Time of Night, which made me riſe in ſome Haſte, to 
ſee from my Window what might be the Reaſon of it. 
Throwing up the Saſh, I perceived a mix'd Multitude of 
Women, Men and Boys, that ſeem'd expecting ſomething, 
and at a conſiderable Diſtance, a great Light moving 
ſlowly forwards ; which, as it advanced, diſcovered to 
me a Funeral, ſet forth with as much Pomp as the Va- 
nity of Man could wiſh. | 5 
THOUGH a Sight like this, never fails to make 
me reflect ſeverely on the Pride and Folly of Human 
Nature, I ſtood to ſee it paſs, that I might learn from 
the Rabble under me, whoſe breathleſs Carcaſs was the 
Occaſion of all this Buſtle. In the firſt Place came ſeve- 
ral Men on Horſeback, with long black Cloaks, carrying 
painted Streamers in their Hands, and immediately after 
them, two Coaches, wherein, I ſuppoſe, thoſe ſat who 
were invited to bear up the Pall. By the numerous 
Branches, which gave a great Light round, I could 
plainly ſee them talking to one another, with Counte- 
nances mighty cheerful, and entirely unconcerned at the 


melancholy Ceremony they were performing. Next came 


the 
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| the Hearſe, wherein the Body lay, cover'd with Plumes 
of Feathers, behung with Numbers of Eſcutcheons, and 
adorn'd with all that ſenſcleſs Pageantry which the Un- 
dertakers have invented to inrich themielves at the Coſt 
of other People. Cloſe after this, in a Coach alone, fol- 
| lowed the chief Mourner. I could hardly fee his Face 
for his Hat, which was pulled over it, and a white 
Handkerchief he held up to wipe away his Tears, as it 
ſhould ſeem, but in Truth, to conceal a Joy which he 
was afraid might be too apparent. This I had not diſco- 
ver'd but by an accidental Stop juſt againſt my Window, 
whereby I got Time to peep at him through my philoſo- 
phick Spectacles ; and as they never fail to ſhew me truly 
the 'Tempers, Paſſions, and real Thoughts of People, 
whenever I make uſe of them, by their Aſſiſtance I 
plainly ſaw through the mournful Diſguiſe he had put on, 
and to my great Amazement found his Heart overflowing 
with Satisfaction, and all his Thoughts employed on the 
unbounded Pleaſures he was oy was, to himſelf from 
the Riches he ſhould now be Maſter of. He was conſi- 
dering what Equipage he ſhould ſet up, what Furniture 
he ſhould buy, what Women he ſhould enjoy, and how 
aily he would live, without the leaſt filial Remem- 
——— of his dead Father's Corpſe, (for ſuch I found it 
was) that was carrying juſt before him. I was ſufficient 


ſhock'd at this Obſervation, when the Proceſſion moved 


along; and though I had but a tranſient View of the 
Relations, it was long enough to diſcern that they were 
all employed in murmuring at the Deceaſed's Will, not 
one amongſt them being contented, but all repining that 
he had left too much to others, or too little to them- 
ſelves. After them ſucceeded a Train of empty Coaches, 
which were hired merely to make a Shew, and lengthen 
out the Cavalcade. All this Time I could not learn for 
whom this grand Solemnity was prepar'd : I heard the 
People ſeveral Times enquiring of the Men that drove 
the Coaches, and the Attendants round about them, but 
without any Satisfaction; for they being continually 
employed in Works of this Nature, conſider nothing but 
their Pay, and ſeldom give themſelves the Trouble of aſk- 


ing whom they are carrying to the Grave. 
Vol. II. D HOWEVER, 
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HOWEVER, next Morning, by the Information 
of my Barber, who is an intelligent honeſt Fellow, I 
came to know, that the Perſon whom they put into the 
Ground with all this Formality and Magnificence, had 
been in his Life-time one of thoſe unhappy Creatures, 
who ſacrifice Honour, Conſcience and Humanity, to the 
inſatiable Deſire of Gain; and by Oppreſſion, Injuſtice 
and Extortion, rake together vaſt Heaps of Wealth, with- 
out daring to make Uſe of it. He told me, that this 
Wretch, though immenſely rich, and poſſeſs'd of large 
Sums in all the publick Funds, would not allow himſelf 
the common Neceflaries of Life. That unleſs he could 
ſpunge on others, (which he frequently had Opportunities 
of doing, in his Buſineſs of lending Money to neceſſitous 
People for unreaſonable Gratuities,) he always din'd at a 
little Chop-houſe, where, for ſpending Three-pence in 
Meat, he might have a Meſs of Broth for nothing. That 
he lodged in a Garret, ever fince the Death of his Wife, 
{who was loſt, poor Woman, ſome Years before, merely 
thro Want of a little common Care in a ſlight Indiſpoſi- 
tion,) kept no Servant, nor could be perſwaded to afford 
himſelf a Fire in his Chamber, even in the ſevereſt Wea- 
ther. That his Son and only Child, whom I had ſeen, 
having had no Kind of Education beftowed on him, had 
fallen into bad Company ; for which his Father firſt turn'd 
him out of Doors, and then ſuffer'd him to be thrown in 
Priſon, and almoſt periſh there, on Account of Debts he had 
contracted to ſupply himſelf with Food and Cloathing. 
THAT ſome Days ago the old Man was taken ill, 
and fanſying he ſhould die, made his Will himſelf, to 
fave the Expence of an Attorney, wherein he gave large 
Legacies to ſeveral of his Relations : But it was thought, 
that for Want of being worded properly, his Son would 
refuſe to pay them ; though, ſhould he be obliged to it, 
he, notwithſtanding, would come to the Poſſeſſion of a 
very handſome Fortune. That after this, the old Man 
took to his Bed, and could by no Means be prevailed on to 
ſend for a Phyſician, or take any Kind of Medicine, and 
ſo died for Want of Help. That when the News was 
brought the Son, he lay upon the bare Floor in Priſon, 
and was ſo feeble with Cold and Hunger, that he could 
hardly ſtand ; but being carried out, put into a 1 2 
93 te Ns 0 Bed, 
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Bed, and nouriſhed with comfortable Broths and Jellies, 
he was made able to attend the Funeral, which, being of 
a vain-glorious and extravagant Temper, he had directed 
with all this fooliſh Pageantry. That the Expence of 
it would be more than the old Man had allowed himſelf 
for a dozen Years before, and that it was generally be- 
lieved the young Fellow, who was inconſiderate and 
profuſe, as well as wholly ignorant how to enjoy an 
Eſtate with Decency and Oeconomy, would ſquander 
away this ill-got Wealth in much lefs Time than it has 
been acquiring. In ſhort, that every body deteſted the 
Father's Avarice, and pitied the Son's Folly. 

THIS Account occaſion'd me Abundance of ſerious 
Reflections on the Wretchedneſs and monſtrous Stupidi 
of ſuch Muckworms as are ſtarving in the midſt of Plen- 
ty, and to whom Riches ſeem a Curſe; nor could I help 
juitifying the young Heir in my own Mind, for the Joy 
of Heart which I the Night before was ſurprized and 
ſtartled at diſcovering in him: For it is againſt Nature 
and common Senſe, to be concerned at the Death of ſach 
a Parent, or not to rejoice at a Deliverance from Want and 
Miſery ; and all I blamed him for now was his impru- 
dent Oſtentation, together with his ridiculous Affecta- 
tion of being ſorrowful. If Parents would have their 
Lives agreeable to their Children, the only Way is, to 
let them partake their Fortunes decently, and not put 
them under a Neceſſity of wiſhing them in the Grave. 

IF the Limits of my Paper would give me Leave, L 
would ſhew the Vanity and egregious Folly of expenfive 
Funerals and coftly Monuments ; and efpecially for ſuch 
People, whoſe whole Lives have nothing in them worth 
remembering. But to keep at preſent to my Subject: 
Could this wretched Man have been a SpeQator of his 
own Obſequies, with what Agonies of Soul would he 
have conſidered the Expence, and how juſt and ſevere a 
Puniſhment had it been for his curſed Avarice] To ſee 
the Money he had ſcraped and ſaved together, by all the 
Arts of Fraud and Covetouſneſs, thrown away in this 
ſenſeleſs Manner, would ſurely have been worſe than all 
Hel! Torments to him ! Were we certain, that de- 
parted Spirits have a Knowledge of what happens here on 
Earth, and could find any 59 or Diſquiet from 
| 2 5 
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it, one would be apt to think, that the Reaſon why the 
Miſer's Riches are almoſt conſtantly laviſh'd away extra- 
vagantly is, that Heaven appoints it ſo, as the moſt dread- 
ful Puniſhment can be inflicted on him. M. de la Motte, 
amongſt his ingenious Fables, has, I remember, one to 
the ſame Purpoſe, which I ſhall beg Leave to give the 
Meaning of in Exgliſb, for the Entertainment of all iy 

Readers, | / | 
A MIS ER (ſays he) died of Want in the midit 
of an immenſe Treaſure, and carried nothing with 
* him to the Grave but one ſingle * Penny, which too 
© his Relations grudg'd him; (for though a Man leaves 
Mountains of Gold behind him, his Heirs will think 
much even of his Shroud and Coffin.) His Shade ar- 
« rived on the Banks of +8S!yx, at the very Time when 
* | Charon was exacting his uſual Fare of the Ghoſts 
< that came to be wafted over, and driving back with 
bis Oar ſuch as had not wherewithal to pay their Paſ- 
© ſage. The Mi/er, fond of his poor Penny, could not 
bear the Thoughts of parting with it, but reſolved to 
cheat the Ferryman ; and plunging into the River be- 
fore his Face, nimbly cut the Waves, and ſwam over 
to the farther Side. || Cerberus, affrighted at his Ap- 
* pearance, barked thrice, and immediately at the Noiſe, 
the Furies ruſhing out, apprehended the intruding 
Shade. They dragged him before MIVOS. The 
* Caſe was entirely new, and therefore he was a long 
Time conſidering in his own Mind the Nature of the 
Crime, and what Puniſhment he ſhould inflict, that 
it might be a Precedent for the Time to come.—Does 
* (ſays he) this covetous Wretch deſerve the Torments 
| « which 


—_—c 
„ — — — 
_ 


t wa a Cuſtom with the Antients, to put a P 
in the Mouth of their Dead, to pay their Paſſage to Hell, 
I The River ever whith the Paſſage to Hell lay, 

1 The Ferryman of Hell. | 
Dag with three Heads, the Sentry of Hell, 
$ The Son of Jupiter, who was the Judge of Hell. 


. 
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© which * Tantalus endures, or thoſe of + Ixion? Shall 
I ſend him in the Place of f Prometheus, or to help 
|| Sy/pphus to roll up the weighty Stone? Or is it better 
that I command him to fill the Veſſel full of Holes, 
where the & Daughters in Law of Er yprus, that de- 
teſted Crew, loſe both their Labour and their Water ? 
No, ſays MINOS, he muſt be punithed more: 
Theſe Torments are not ſevere enough for him. 
But open the Paſſage for him immediately, and turn 
* him back into the World. I condemn him to behold 
what Uſe his Heirs are making of his Eſtate. | 
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Sera tamen tacitis pœna venit pedibus. 
Juſtice, tho low, is ſure. 
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To HENRY STONECASTLE, E/; 


5 | 
, IS with inexpreſſible Affliction, that I write 
to you on the Behalf of an only Son, for whoſe 
- Happineſs both in this World and the next, I 
am continually ſolicitous. I ſhall give him an hand- 
; | „ 


r 


. £ — 


—— 


* He avas placed in the Middle of a River, and though 
parch'd up with burning Thirſt, could not get one Drop of 
the Water which ſurrounded bim. | 

+ He awas condemn'd to turn for ever on a Wheel.” 
I He vas chained to a Rock, where a Vuiltur prey'd 
continually upon his Liver, <vhich grew as faſt as it was 
devoured. e | N 

He rolled a Stone up the Side of a Mountain, which, 


when near the Top, continually ran back upon him. 


$ Theſe having killed their Huſbands on the Wedding 
Night, were cendemm d to fill with Mater. a Vefſtl piercd 
full of Holes. D 3 | 
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* {ome Fortune, and have bred him up like a Gentleman; 
but notwithſtanding all my Care, by ſome Means or 
other, I know not how, he has got an Habit of fvear- 
ing and curſing almoſt at every Word, in ſuch a pro- 
* phane Manner, as is exceedingly ſhocking to any Body 
that has a Senſe of God and Religion. Several Times 
I have reproved him, but to little or no Purpoſe ; for 
© his conſtant Aniwer is, that he cannot help it. Now, 
good Sir, I would beg of you to expoſe this Vice, for, 
] doubt not, a Diſcourſe of yours would put him upon 
< reftcGing ;. and then, as in other Caſes he wants not 
< Diſcretion, I hope he may be convinced of the Vile- 
* neſs and Folly of it. If he can be either ſham'd or 
perſwaded out of it, I ſhall think myſelf infinitely 


« obliged. 
Youre, THEOSEBIUS. 


1 COMMEND the juſt Concern of my Correſpen- 
cnt at his Son's Behaviour; and. my Advice is, that if 
Porfwafion and Reprocf will not do, he ſhould try Sewe- 
,ity; nay, rather forget the Tie of Nature, than en- 


courage one who dares openly avow himſelf the Enemy of 


Heaven, bully his God, and call for his own Danmation. 

And as for this young Spark, who is ſo bold a Briton as 
to defy the Vengeance of his Maker, I aſſure him, that 
he is not only groſly wicked, but highly anfaſbionable; 
for, however other Vices thrive amongſt us, I muſt, for 
the Honour of my Country, take Notice, that his is ba- 
niſhed from the Converſation of all well-bred People, 
with whom feveariag is held to be as great a Piece of 
Rudenc/s as can be offered; and none but the v, and 
moſt /coundrel even of the common People now make a 
Practice of it; or if any others do, they are accounted 
ſcandalous, and avoided as the Scum and Outcaft of Man- 
kind. His Pretence, that he cannot help it, is not only 
frivolous, but falſe; for, as my Prediceſſor juſtly as well 
as humorouſly obſerved, No one is born of a ſwearing 
Conſtitution. And therefore, however a long Uſe may 
it, at firſt, a little difficult for him to leave it off, 
let him but heartily endeavour, and the Work will ſoon 

be done. If he finds large Gaps and Vacancies in his Di/- 
courſe, that want to be filled up, as probably will _— 
| 7 
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for ſome Time, let him cough, or ſpit, or awhiftle ; or 
if this Way ſhould not prove effectual, let him always 
carry a Few's Trump in his Pocket, and when he finds 
the Devil like to be too hard for him, clap it between his 
Teeth, and play upon it till the Fit is over. 

WHENEVER I conſider this he//;þ Vice, I am 
ſtartled at the monſtrous Abſurdity of thoſe that practiſe 
it, who ought to be regarded as the meereſt Ideots in 
Nature. Thoſe who run headlong into the Water, or the 
Fire, and have no Senſe of Danger or Self-Prefervation, 
we call Fools and Drivelers And are they wiſer, 
who continually pray for their own Deſtruction? 
Can any 29008 be more ſtupid ?—And ſhould not all 
who do ſo, even were there no Wickedneſs in it, be 
looked upon in the ſame Manner, as if they wore Caps 
adorned with Bells and Aſſes Ears, a Dreſs which 1 am 
ſure would be highly ſuitable to their Behaviour, 

EVERY cther Sin has ſome Temptation and Reward, 
either of Pleaſure or Advantage; but the Sqwearer is the 
Devil's Volunteer, he ſerves for nothing, and does not only 
liſt under his Banner gratis, but likewiſe finds his wn 
Accautrements. 

SOME pretend they ſwear becauſe they are pro- 
voked, and in a Paſſion; which is no more than ex- 
cuſing one Fault by another, and only makes it worſe. 
Others be t to make themſelves believ'd ; but ſuch 
are ſtrangely out in Politicks, for it's a common Notion, 
that thoſe who car will lie; and therefore, inſtead of 
gaining a Reputation, it generally brings in Queſtion the 
Truth of what they ſay ; and with good Reaſon too, for 
his Credit muſt certainly be very low, who ſuppoſes, 
that without calling upon Hcaven he ſhould not be be- 
lieved. A common Sawearer ought, I think, on no Oc 
caſion, to be accepted as a Wtne/s, or permitted to give 
his Oath in our Courts of Tujtice ; for what Regard can 
he reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have for Oaths, what Con- 
ſideration of Duty towards his Neighbour, who uſes them 
continually in his Converſation, and ſets his God at 
nought ? : n 1 1 

MAN, I believe, at firſt came into this curſed Prac- 
tice, from a Notion that it gives them an Air in Com- 
pany, /ets off Diſcourſe with a good Grace, and makes 

| D 4 them 
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them be taken Notice of : And ſo, indeed, it does, 
and avoided too, by all People in their Senſes, as a Par- 
cel of Bullies, Rakes and Profiigates ; for no Civility 
can be ed towards Man, by ſuch as hourly affront 
their God ; nor any Goodneſs or Humanity be hoped 
from thoſe who are every Moment wiſhing for their own 
Damnation. 
THE Heathens, with all their Ignorance, were never 
Jo prophane and impious as to make a Mockery of their 
Deities, by invoking them through Wantonne/s + Nat 
vere they ſo wretchedly ſenſeleſs, as to call for Curſes 
on their own Heads, though they ſometimes did fo on 
their Enemies. Were they to hear the horrid Impreca- 
ticus Which are uſed in our Streets, and knew the Mean- 
ing of them, they would imagine us to be downright 
mad; and without that Knowledge, would be apt to 
think of us, as a Native of Siam did, who reſided here 
ſome Time, and ſent an Account of our Cuſtoms to a 
Friend in his own Country. Take it in his own Words, 
as I fnd it in Hibernicas's Letters. - 

THE Inhabitants of theſe two Iſlands (Great Bri- 
* tain and Ireland] pretend to adore only one Sypreme 
© Ged, and to be entirely free from all Kinds of Superſti- 
tien: But I cannot believe the Profeſſions of theſe I. H- 
« d:'s; for, beſides the living Deities to whom they 
daily offer their Vows, they have a Multitude of 
* others, whom they are every Moment calling upon; 
Demon with ſtrange and abominable Names that were 
never heard of on your Side the Great Water. They 
are ever and anon-addrefling themſelves to one or other 
of theſe Gods, and upon the moſt trifling Occaſions, 
and commonly in their Anger and Paſſion. "There are 
* ſo many of them, that it is almoſt impoſſible to reckon 
them up: However, there ſeems to be ſeveral Sorts 
of them. Some of the lower Ranks of them, ſuch 
as Lara, Egad, Ifackins, Odſbedikins, Udſlife, Afore 

© George, Udjniggers, and Udſmelife, are called upon very 
« familiarly, without any Shew of Devotion. Theſe 
* ſeem to be looked upon by them as a good-natur'd 
Kind of Beings, in Regard that the Women of the 
Country, and effeminate Perſons very like Women, are 
* their frequent Worſhippers ; their Children are taught 
| | | . very 
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very early to adore them, and they ſtammer their 
« Praiſes to them before they can well ſpeak. | 
BUT there are other Beings, whom they regard 
* more awfully, and pay Homage to with greater Devo- 
tion. Of this Number is he that they call Dammee, a 
powerful Demon, and had in great Veneration by the 
Soldiers and Seamen, and moſt of the meaner Sort of 
People, and ſome of the Mandarirs too, who eſteem 
* themſelves Men of Spirit; as is alſo another Demon, 
called Blood and Wounds. I have been often at a Loſs 
to underſtand what is their Opinion concerning this 
* Divinity ; becauſe I have ſometimes heard them ſplit 
his Name, and call him ſometimes only Bled, and 
« ſometimes Wounds, and ſometimes in a Hurry they 
« blunder out Blood and Wounds ; fo that I often ima 
* gined they worſhipped ſometimes the one Half of him, 
and ſometimes the other; but at laſt I concluded, that 
there were two diſtinct Diwvinities, a Male and a Female, 
© who being marry'd together, they ſometimes invoked 
only Blood, and ſometimes Wounds ; but if they are in 
« Haſte, they pray to both Blood and Wounds together, 
according as their different Wants call for their Aſſiſ- 
« tance ; ſo that if Bo be out of Temper, or buſy, 
* Wounds may do the Jobb alone. 
< I HAVE ſeen a Perſon, with much Devotion and 
Fervency of Spirit, chaſtiſe his Slaves almoſt to Death, 
all the while calling for Aſſiſtance from Blood and 
* Wounds : The Drivers of certain Leathern Machines, 
wherein the Rich and Lazy are drawn by Horſes, are 
© likewiſe moſt religious Adorers of this Divinity. I 
© alfo obſerved, that the Commander of the Veſſel in 
* which I was tranſported over the Great Water, never 
« apply'd to any other Deity ſo much as to Blood and 
* Winds ; yet ſometimes, in the Heat of his Devotion, 
and Height of his Anger, he would pray to Dammec ; 
and if in great Diſtreſs and Danger, to one Dammee 
« Blood, and Dammee Soul, which 1 take to be either 
two Brothers, or two Sons of Dammee. 
* BUT be they whom they will, I never perceived 
any Succeſs from Prayers made to them; and I never 
could find that they are invoked by any ſerious, l oneſt 3 


or ſober Men; nor by ſuch as I have named, excc;.. m 
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© the Heat of Paſſion, or in a Fit of Drunkenneſs, at 
which Times Men are not in a fit Frame to call upon 
their Gods. Indeed, I have heard ſome in a very calm 
Mood call upon Dammee, and the reſt of his Relations; 
but then I perceived he did it without any Devotion, 
and only to paſs the Time away, or as a Parentheſis to 
his Diſcourſe. But ſuch Men are ever ſhunn'd by the 
Virtuous and the Good that dwell amongſt them; and 
they in Return, hate and perſecute them, when in their 
Power, and brand them for Hypocrites, for not wor- 
© ſhipping Dammee and Dammee Blood. But ſurely he 
< muſt be the happy Man at laſt, that worſhips the onl 
© true God, who is ſo jealous of his Honour, that he wi 
© not give it to another, however theſe Infdels, theſs 
* Dammee 1dolators, may deceive themſelves, | 
* * 8 | | 


Cure, of all Illi, Domeſlick are the worſt ! 


When we lay next us thoſe we hold moſt dear, 
Like Hercules, inwenom'd Shirts aue wear, 


Aud cleaving Miſchiefs. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 


UR famous Milton was the greateſh Example which 
our Nation has produced, of a Mind impatient 
under any Apprehenſions of Slavery; and no one 
has ſhewed himſelf ſo zealous a Champion for that Free- 
dom of our Being, which he contended to be ſo eſſential 
to the Dignity of our Species. This Spirit of Freedom 
he demonſtrated in his own Poetry, by ſhaking off the 
Manacles of Rhime : This Spirit he extended more uni- 
verſally to the Sentiments of others, by publiſhing a Diſ- 
couſe upon the Liberty of the Preſs : This Spirit he ad- 
vanced even to Government itſelf, againſt the Sovereignty 
of one Man: And this Spirit he exerted againſt the * 
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of Matrimony, for confining us ſo inſeparably-to one 
Woman. And ſuch Regard was paid to his Opinion, 
in this laſt Particular, that the Publication of his three 
Diſcourſes upon Marriage and Diworce, in the Reign of 
King Charles the Firſt, though by Means of the 4/jembly 
of Divines, who took him to be an Invader of their 
Juriſdiction, it brought him before the Houſe of Lords ; 
yet did he not only then eſcape all ſervile Submiſſion, 
that we can hear of, to any oppoſite Judgment; but, in 
the ſucceeding Reign, when the Divorce of a certain 
Nobleman revived theſe Conſiderations, both Application 
and Submiſſion were made to 41s. 

THIS was an Obſervation ſtarted to me, with an Air 
of Satisfaction, by my old Friend Wilt. PRERC EDEN, 
the Hiſtorian, in one of our late Conferences upon this 
Topic of Matrimony, and the fatal Effects which its in- 
diſſoluble Obligation has produced in the World. For, 
added he, Shall Redreſs be ſo eaſily had againſt every 
« little Impoſture in our moſt mean and mechanic Deal - 
© ings, and be ſo hard to be procured in one of the utmoſt 
« Conſequence, a deceitful Match, whereon our whole Li- 
berty and Property, Fortune, Family and Felicity, here 
© and hereafter, have ſuch a Dependance? There are 
(continued he) few Occaſions which will procure a Di- 
vorce; there are many which plead for it; and in 
* thoſe few which render it attainable, there are ſo many 
Difficulties, ſo many Delays, ſo much Expence, and, 
above all, ſo much Expoſure, that it is no Wonder, 
« fince Law has not found Expedients equal to thoſe Oc- 
« cafions for d:/o/ving this Gordian Knot, that Nature 
« ſhould ſo often find 'Temptations to cut it.“ Here he 
produced Inſtances out of our Chronicles and Records, 
from as high as Queen Eadburga, down to Mrs. Arden 
of Feverſbam, and thence even to our own Times. As 
for my own Arguments, in Anſwer to his, I ſhall here 
for Brevity wave them, and only ſay, he proceeded to 
obſerve, that the Motives to. this flagrant Miſchief, 
were as various as the Means. An ambitious 'Thirſt of 
Power and Supremacy taught that Saxon Queen to mingle 
the baneful Cup, which proved the Deſtruction of her 
Conſort; as a Criminal Familiarity with another Man, 
occaſioned that of Mrs. Arden s; and what a Train of 
| Executions 
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Executions did the Detection thereof bring forth! The 
ſame alſo was Mrs. Caldwel”s Motive for attempting the 
Death of her's, with a poiſon'd Oatcake, in the Begin- 
ning of King James the Firſt. And mind it, ſaid my 
Hilborian, you will ever find Adultery the moſt fruitful 
Root of theſe Matrimonial Murders : Not but, conti- 
nued he, an inveterate Hatred and Antipathy, ariſing 
from Ill-Uſage, has often brought forth the ſame unhappy 
Conſequences : And this was the Provocation of Mary 
Hobry, the French Midwife, burn'd in King James the 
Second's Time, for ſtrangling her Huſband and ſcattering 
his Quarters, to conceal the Fact. But ſome, ſaid he, 
have done it out of pure Lucre, and to raiſe themſelves 
a Fortune, as (not to confine my Examples all on the 
Female Side) that Ee Chap, who drove a rare 'Traffick 
in Wives, *till being queſtion'd, how he could bury Ten 
or a Dozen of them in ſuch a convenient Space, confeſs'd, 
it was only by marrying fine tender Conſtitutions out of 
the Uplands, and bringing them down into the damp un- 
wholeſome Hundreds; ſo by Limbs or Lungs, Death 
took them off his Hands, and ſoon left him at Liberty 
to go to Market again for freſh ones. And laſtly, he ob- 
ſerved, theſe conjugal Tragedies to have been acted merely 
for the Sake of Change and Variety ; whereof he gave 
me an extraordinary Hiſtory, 'affirming it to be no leſs 
really true, than ſeemingly romantic ; which, therefore, 
I ſhall here endeavour more particularly to recount. 

. WHEN the French King invaded Holland, about the 
Year 1672, a Gentleman of a ſlender Fortune, but a good 
Family, and probably of a more martial than uxorious 
Diſpoſition, was, not long after his Marriage, deter- 
ind to leave his Wife and follow the Wars. She, who 
had but little Experience of his Affection, was yet much 
dejected at his Abſence ; for Women cannot bear any 
thing which looks with the Face of a Slight, even from 
thoſe themſelves diſeſteem. She ſtrengthen d her Appre- 
henfions of being lighted, from the Silence of her 
Huſband for ſeveral Years after their Separation. At 
laſt, upon ſome dangerous Indiſpofition, which befell 
him, he ſent an intimate Acquaintance with a Ring ſhe 
had known him wear, to convince her he was alive, and 
continued his Love to her. The Meſſenger having _— 
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riſn'd a ſecret Paſſion for the Lady, and hoping his 
Friend might poſſibly not ſurvive his Sickneſs, —— 
the Ring as Part of her dead Huſband's Laſt Will and Le- 
gacy ; and ſoon after follow d it with many preſſing Per- 
ſuaſions, that ſhe would make him the happy Man who 
ſhould repair her Loſs. She ſeem'd very ſhy, and ſur- 
priz'd, and wonder'd how he could make any Offer, 
and all thoſe Things. Nevertheleſs, through the diſ- 
pleaſing Thoughts of Widowhood, ſlipping a good Op- 
portunity, and ſuch like Conſiderations, ſhe laid hold of it, 
and in a few Days they were marry'd. Soon after, her 
firſt Huſband potiefied her Imaginations more than ever, 
and ſhe thought the latter did not uſe her ſo kindly ; ſhe 
wiſhed for another Dutch War, or that this alſo would 
give her ſome Token of his Laſt Will. Amidf theſe Re- 
flections, the former, now recover'd, and ignorant of 
what had happen'd, return'd home. He ſoon learn'd how 
he had been ſupplanted ; but ſhe made out her Innocence 
ſo clear, that he was pacified, the Second forc'd by Law 
to reſign, and they again cobabited. The Change was 
pleaſing to her, though no real Novelty. The Huſband 
ſeem'd more amorous, the Wife more engaging; yet was 
it not long before the Wind changed about again, and the 
appear'd very cloudy. He would needs know the Reaſon: 
At laſt, ſhe diicloſed her deep Concern to be, That he, 
© her only Joy, ſnould be in greater Danger at Home 
than in the Wars; having been credibly aſſured, her 
Second had firmly reſolved to murder him, the better 
© to have Acceſs to her again: 'That ſhe could not reſt 

b *till ſhe had deviſed ſome Prevention of the wicked 
Deſign, which muſt otherwiſe prove the Deſtruction 
© of all Three: That there was no Medium to be uſed, 
© but he muſt be diſpatched or they could not be ſafe. 
«* Farther adding, they had now the faireſt Opportunity 
© In the World to accompliſh this Affair; for he was to 
come and take his Leave of her that very Night before 
his Departure for Burgundy, which Journey he pre- 
* tended, that he might the better conceal himſelf for 
his projected Aſſaſſination.“ Withal, ſhe repreſented the 
Means ſo feaſible, without Harm or Hazard to her deareſt 
Huſband, that he, for his Security, and out of Reſent- 
ment, conſented to the Deed, The Gueſt arrives, big 
13 Wia 
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with-the Hopes ſhe had given him, not only of a per- 
fect Reconciliation with the Huſband, but even of his 
Connivance at her utmoſt Indulgencies to him. The 
Glaſs went freely about, and ſeveral Healths were preſſed 
upon the Viſitant; till he, growing unguarded enough 
for their Purpoſe, ſhe infuſed a ſtrong Soporifick in his 
Wine, which ſoon laid him faſt aſleep ; when, having 
diſpatched the Servants on plauſible Errands, they ſtran- 
gled him. This done, ſhe directed her Huſband to bear 
up the Fore-part of the Corpſe upon his Shoulders, while 
ſhe, for his greater Eaſe, ſupported the Legs on her 
own. Thus, croſs the Garden they went to the River, 
which waſhed the very Banks thereof. In their March, 
ſhe, notable Work-woman ! buſied herſelf with a ſtrong 
Needle and Thread, in tacking faſt together the Coat- 
Lappets of both her Huſbands. When they came to the 
Brink of the Precipice, Now Wife, ſaid he, are you 
ready ! New Huſband, anſwered ſhe, ——ſo down went 
the Dead one, the Living after him ; and ſhe got rid of 
them both at once. | 
TO the Inquiries which were made after them, ſhe 
had prepared an Anſwer : She pretended her Huſband and 
his Friend had quarrelled, went out and fought, but was 
mighty anxious what ſhould be become of them, All 
her Infinuations, all her feign'd AMiQtion availed her 
not, when the Bodies were founded floating fo faſtened, 
and it appear'd, that ſhe alone was in the Houſe with 
them. She ſtood it out for ſome Time; but when ſhe 
was threaten'd with 'Torture, it terrified her into Confeſ- 
fon ; and Juſtice inflicted on her the Puniſhment due ta 
25 Q 
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The FEMALE MICROCOSM. 


E N are the WorLD in /mall, you ſay; 
And why not Women too, I pray? 

All Species they as well compriſe, 

That trace Earth, Waters, or the Skies. 


THE Laws their Childhood well explains; 
They're ſkittiſh FILLIES, in their Teens: 
Often the Name of Cars prevails, 

Creatures that play much — with their Tais. 


YET are believ'd from Seas to ſpring 
When the diſſembling SYRENS ing: 
Some are called THORNBAcKS—for their Years ; 
Some CROCODILES when they're in Tears. 


BUT they are ParxoTs, when they talt; 
They're PEAcocks proud whene'er they walk ; 

Yet TurTLEs, meeting Face to Face: 
They're RaiLs, who at Tea-Tables ſway ; 


They're Bars, who chaſe their Tæuiligbt Prey ; 


hb 
And WacTalls——in a proper Place. 


The Lavizs ANSWER. 


Little Wok lp, I ſay again, | 
Meets in that motly Creature, Man ; 


His ingle Species all explains, 
Eartb, Ocean, or the Air contains. 


THE Ape, much in his Youth appears, 
The Goar, or Swix, or WoLF in Tears; 
Often the Name of Cuxs prevails, 

For fawning at their Patrons Tails. 


YET thought ſome Marine Monſter, when 
We ſee a State-LEVIATHAN : CESS 
Some are call'd Cops-HEA Ds, —wanting Brains; 
Some ShAR KS, — wherever Gaming reigns. 


63 


BUT 


64 The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR, 


BUT BLackrizps, when in Pulpits zealous ; 
They're Horned OwLs, when HuſSands jealous ; 

And Jars, at Court who ſpark it: 
They're GuLLs, whom Corporations glean, 
Canary-Birps at Change are ſeen, 


And Caroxns—in Hay-market. 


—— 
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Theſaurus eſt malorum mala. Mulier. 
A xwicked Woman is a Magazine Evils. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


HE two following Letters will admit of no Delay, 
and therefore 1 ſhall conſider them without any 


farther Preface. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | | 

* x BEAR an unblemiſh'd Character in the Neigh- 
; bourhood where I live, am accounted an honeſt 
C and ſubſtantial Citizen, and have ſerv'd all our Pa- 
riſh Offices with much Applauſe. I am bleſt, more- 
© over, with an affectionate virtuous Wife, and five 
© hopeful Children, and, *till of late, thought myſelf 
as happy as his Majeſty, (if I may ſay ſo without 
« Offence.) But, it happen'd, that about three Months 
ago, being obliged to go and take a Glaſs extraordinary 
at ſtriking up a Bargain: As I was coming home, about 
Eleven o'Clock at Night, without imagining any 
Harm, a Creature pick'd me up, and taking Advantage 
of my Condition, perſuaded me to go with her. I am 
always mighty amorous in my Cups, as my Wife 
* know: very well; and ſo (as the Devil would have it) 
* ſhe carry'd me to her Lodgings. But, the next Day, 
I was ready to hang myſelf, when I came to confider ; 
for ſhe had picked my Pocket of more than I care to 
oben; Yet, that was not the worſt of it, for in a few 
s Days I found other Conſequences, which made me ap- 
"1- e 
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* ply myſesf immediately to an able Surgeon, who ſoon 
< ſet me right again; though not before my Wife had 
been a Sulferer, (as I'm much afraid,) for ſhe has been 
in a very odd Way ever ſince, without knowing what's 
© the Matter with her; and I have not the Face to tell 
© her, becauſe I have often heard her ſay, That ſhe 
could never forgive a Fault like this, nor would ever 
© bed with a Huſband after it. Now, this is my un- 
© happy Caſe; and yet, it is not all my Misfortune nei- 
ther: For the wicked Devil that ſeduced me has found 
me out, and being ſenſible, that, for the Sake of my 
Reputation and Family Quiet, I dare not puniſh her, 
is perpetually demanding Money of me, and threat- 
ning, (if I refuſe to give it her) that the'll not only 
* ſend my Wife an Account of all, but make the Matter 
« publick : By which Means ſhe has extorted from me 
« ſeveral handſome Sums, and I ſuppoſe, looks upon me 
as her Property for ever. How to extricate myſelf 
. 
c 
C 
6 


I know not, and have Nobody I dare adviſe with, 
thereforc apply myſelf to you, begging your Directions 
in this nice Affair, where my inward Peace, my R 
tation, and the Happineſs of my Family lie all at Stake. 
I ſhall expect this Favour with great Impatience, and 
ever acknowledge wy ſelf, . 


Tour t obedient dial Servant, 


JOHN TRASH. 


P. S. I have always been a fond, Pains-taking, in- 
* dulgent Huſband, and never _— my Wife before 
in all my Life. 


THE embarraſs'd Condition of my Correſpondent ſhews, 
that Vice ever is productive of Difficulty, Uneaſine/s and 
Remorſe : And that it is more evidently true, that Wicked- 
neſs is its own Puni/oment, than that Virtue is its own 
Reward. — The Meaſures he muſt now purſue to reſtore 
his Happineſs require much Prudence and Reſolution. In 
the firſt Place, and without Delay, the Health of his in- 
Jjur'd Wife ought to be taken Care of, and that (if poſſible) 


"_—_— letting her imagine the Cauſe of her Diſorder. 
On 


MERA -- 
„ 
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On this Occaſion, Deceit is juſtifiable, ſince to keep her 
ignorant is to preſerve her 2xict : And therefore it is 
highly proper, that the Perſon whom he employs, ſhould 
give the Diftemper any other Name than what it really 
bears. As for the impudent Proftitute, that haunts 
him like an evi Conſcience, he muſt, at any Rate, get rid 
of her. To effect this, gentle Means ſhould firſt be uſed : 
And if theſe prove inſufficient, ſhe will hardly ſtand the 
Fear of a Preſecution, if threatned with Addreſs and Spi- 
rit. But, if neither of theſe Ways ſhould do, let him, 
as the /aff Remedy, with Contrition tell his Vie the 
whole Affair, requeſting her Pardon for it: And as for 
what regards rhe Publick, rather fit down and undergo 
the Shame, than ſuffer himſelf to be Feeced, in ſuch a ſcan- 
dalous and fooliſh Manner. And now, to prevent 
farther Unea fineſs, I'll add one Piece of Advice, unaſk'd, 
ſor the Spouſe of my Correſpondent, in Caſe ſhe comes to 
the Knowledge of this Matter : And that is, to bear it 
prudently and patiently ; to forgive it, and to forget it: 
X Which Conduct, I'm perſwaded, will prove infi- 
nitely more conducive towards her Happine/3 than all the 
Rage and Paſſion, the Complainings and Upbraidings, 
Which are, too often, imprudently made Uſe of on ſuck 
Occaſions. | ? | 
HAVING done with my Correſpondent, it naturally 
falls in my Way, to ſay ſomething of our Street-Walkers ; 
a Sort of Creatures, whoſe Wickedne/ſs and Wretcheane/s 
can hardly be parallell'd or deſcrib'd. As the Beit 
of Things, when corrupted, become the Worſt ; ſo Wo- 
men, tho' endow'd with higher Inclinations to Good, or at 
leaſt, with fronger Fears of doing Evil, than the other 
Sex; when they throw off thoſe Fears, and diveſt them- 
ſelves of Modefty, and Shame, and Virtue, become abun- 
dantly more abandon'd than the vileſt and moſt reprobate 
of Mex : As is evident in theſe poor Wretchrs, whom none 
but the Devil himſelf can equal in all Kinds of Viciouſ- 
neſs and Impiety. It is ſomewhat horrid to walk along 
our Sereets at Night, where Multitudes of theſe Proſſi- 
tutes, like evil Spirits, are tempting all they meet. I his 
Trade, never was, I believe, carry'd on with ſo much 
ſhameleſs Impudence, as at preſent, in Defiance of our 


Laws, and contrary to all good Government. Even I 
g | my - 
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myſelf can't paſs in Quiet for them, notwithſtanding my 
Age, and the Gravity of my Appearance: No Wonder 
then, if young People, whoſe Paſſions are ſtrong and 
thoughtleſs, or ſuch as Wine has made amourcus and in- 
cautious, are deluded by them. I with theſe Re- 
marks could ſtir up the Magiſtrates of this great City to 
exert their Authority, and put the Laws ſeverely in Exe- 
cution. Were = Officers appointed every Night to 
clear the Streets of theſe /ewd Women, and were they 
conſtantly committed to hard Labour, as the Lax directs, 
I make no Doubt, but in a little while the Publick 
would find the Good of it: Robberies and Cheats would 
be leſs frequent, many Thouſands of our Youth preſerved 
from Deſtruction, and theſe common Creatures themſelves, 
by being forced to ſeek a Maintenance in ſome honeſt 
Way, would, many of them, become reclaim d, and re- 
Joice at their Deliverance from an Helliſb Life of Wicked- 
xc/s and Miſery, which continually ſubjects them to eve- 
ry Kind and Manner of Filibineſi and Abuſe, of Rotten- 
eſs and Ruin. | 


Dear SpEc, | , 

b | gent put on thy Conſidering Cap, and adviſe a 
8 poor irreſolute Virgin how to chuſe a Huſband: 
For, you muſt know, I've a ſtrange Mind to be mar- 
ried, though not, as moſt pretend, meerly out of Cu- 
rioſity; my Reaſon is much better; however, no Mat- 
ter for that at preſent. Now, as there's no ſuch 
Thing as trying a little before-hand how a Body likes 
it; and ſince when tis once done, tis done for ever 
and ever; I think (though I am a Mad-Cap, and care- 
. leſs in other Things) I ſhould be a little cautious here; 
becauſe, as I make my Bed, I muſt lie down in it.. 
So, having made you my ghoſtly Father, I confeſs, 
that, in the Levity of my Heart, I'm. what the World 
calls a Coquet ; that is, having Beauty and Fortune 
enough to draw Admirers round me, and being ex- 
« tremely fond of Flattery and Applauſe, I've uſed the 
« likelieft Means to keep them all, without any farther 
« Purpoſe than my own Amuſement : For I hate to be 
alone, and methinks it is the prettieſt State that can be, 
to have a Train of Slaves attending, that take _ 
Com- 
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Commands for Favours, and can ſee no Faults in a 

Body, but are ſtriving who ſhall humour and com- 
mend one moſt. However, now and then, that fright- 
ful, odious Thing, call'd Reflection, ſeizes me; and 
then I'm preſently over Head and Ears in Vapours, to 
conſider, that a few Years muſt take away my Beauty, 
and conſequently put a Check to my Dominion : And 
as this would mortify me exceedingly, I'm endeavour- 
ing to prevent it, by retreating with Honour, in the 
Midit of all my Glory ; that, like Great Men, I may 
not be ſaid to be turn'd out, but to reſign. This makes 
me reſolve to marry : But then the Queſtion is, To 
whom ? And here, I'm wonderfully puzzled ; for 
moſt Part of the Creatures that hover about me, are 
either too filly, or too wiſe for me. Now, if I marry 
a Fool, I'm certain I ſhall deſpiſe him; and if the 
Man is wiſe, tis ten to one but he does the ſame by 
me; and withal, I'm well aſſured, theſe contrary Crea- 
tures are brought by different Motives, the ſimple ones, 
for ought I know, may like my Perſon ;. but the Wiſe, 
I make no Doubt, fix their Mind chicily upon my For- 
tune. Theſe are the Difficulties which make me apply 
to you. I'm entirely at my own Diſpoſal, aged 't wenty- 
two; having ſix thouſand Pounds, and without a par- 
- ticular Incli-ation for any Man alive. Pray be 
4 ſpeedy in your Anſwer to, ; 


Your humble Servant, 
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5 ARABETTA FORESIGHT, 


I VERY much commend the Prudence of my Cor- 
reſpondint, and hope it will prove a uſeful Leſſon to thoſe 
giddy Fair Ones the Coguets, who prefer the emp.y Repu- 
tation of a Crowd of Followers to the real Happineſs of 
getting a good Huſband : Till at laſt, finding themſelves 
forſaken, they grow diſatisfied with all the World, and, 
from being Toaſts, dwindle into ſome peeviſb and trouble- 
ſeme Creatures, call'd Old Maids ; or elſe, having out- 
Rood their Market, take up with any Thing that offers, 
— much worſe than what they have often before re- 


IF 
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IF my Correſpondent had inclos'd a Muſber-Roll of her 
Humble Servants, with the Size and Charader of each 
Particular, I ſhould have been much better qualify'd to 
give her my Opinion. But, as the Caſe ſtands, I can do 
little more than in general adviſe her, to examine care- 
fully which of them has moſt Good Senſe, Virtue, and 
Good Nature: Not neglecting Fortune likewiſe; for, as 
Things at preſent go, Moncy will be found exceedingly 
requiſite towards compleating Happineſs, though alone it 
cannot make it, as ſome fooliſhly imagine. Riches, join'd 
with the aboveſaid Qualifications, ought certainly to give 
the Preference, but can by no Means ſupply the Want of 
them. 

THERE are ſome Sorts of Men, whom (let their 
Fortune be what it will) all Vomen ſhould beware of, as 
they regard their Peace, Let her never think to fix 
a Rake, or reform a Debauchee : A Miſtake which many 
fall into, from too fond a Cornceit of their own Charn : 
or Wiſdom ; let her not imagine a Fop can have any real 
Value but for his own dear Perſon ; or be perſuaded to 
| wed a Fool, through a Belief that ſhe ſhall govern him, 

The Marriage State requires a certain Mixture of 
Affection and Diſcretion, which none of theſe Characters 
can poſſibly ſupply.— As for the Outfde of a Man, it 
15 the /a/? Thing worth regarding, though too often 1t 
proves the fir that is conſidered : But notwithſtanding, 
no Homan ſhould ever marry one whoſe Perſon is diſagree- 
able, any more than «xe whoſe Temper and Diſpoſition ſhe 
does not like; for People that are to lead a Life together, 
muſt be very miſerable, if, either in Body or Mina, they 
are diſguſtful to each other, Their Ages likewiſe ought 
to be near alike : If there was no other Reaſon, for this 
one, which is unanſwerable, that, otherwiie, their Li- 
kings and Averſians, their Paffions and Inclinations, muſt 
of Neceſſity be vaſtly ai ferent, and, conſequently cauſe 
them much Unhappin;/s, ——It's impoſſible to jndge of 
People from a ſlight Acquaintance ; let her e e take 
due Time, to find out the moſt Deſerving among her 
Lovers; and, when that's done, let her never ſcruple to 
acknowledge a generous and ſincere Efteem, and quitting 
all the reſt, reſign herſelf to Sim alone. 


Od 
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The Power of Beauty I remember yet, 


Old as Ian, for Ladies Lowe unft, | 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


Which once * 4 my Soul, and Sill inſpires my Wi t. 
Dryden. 
| F late, I have received many Letters from both 
Sexes, with Complaints againſt each other. My 
Fair Correſpondents are earneſt with me to reprove 
that eager Purſuit after Money, that Diſregard of Beauty, 
that Neglect of Merit, that Inconſtancy in Love, and 
that Difaffection towards Matrimony, which prevail 
among the Min; whilſt hey, on the other Hand, accuſe 
the Weiner of Levity, Extrav agance, Hypocriſy, Gaming, 
Coquettry, and a long Lift of other Failings. For my 
Part, I believe that both Sides have their Faults : But as 
the Complaiuts hitherto received are moſtly general, it 
is impoſitble for me to determine with that impartial 
Juſtice which I ſhall uſe on all Occaſions. However, 
as the Regulation of Grievances is a Mater of the utmoſt 
Importance, I ſhall exert my Authority to cauſe an 
Amendment where-ever it is wanting, in order to reſtore 
that Harmony and good Underſtanding between the Sexes 
which is alone capable of producing real Happineſs. Be 
it known therefore to a!l whom it may concern, of what 
Age, Sex, Country, or Condition ſoever they be, that 
on M:zday the 2oth Day of this Inſtant April, I hall 
begin to examine all Complaints that ſhall be regularly 
brought before me, relating to Courtſhip, Fconomy, 
Dreſs, Houſewifry, Love or Marriage: And I give 
this publick- Notice, that all Parties may be well pre- 
* make good their reſpective Allegations, that 
from a due Hearing and Conſideration of the ſeveral and 
icular Caſes and Cauſes of Complaint, I may be able 


to regulate the Miſconduct on both Sides, in ſuch a Man- 
/ ner 
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ner as to make them mutually excuſe each other. In 
the mean while, as I have taken upon me to be an Ad- 
vocate for the Fair Sex, and to vindicate them in every 
Thing that is juſt and reaſonable : It behoves me to de- 
clare, (againſt ſuch as pretend to glory in a brutiſh Inſen- 
ſibility,) that Beauty, join'd with Virtue, is the proper 
Object of Love and Defire ; and that Live ſo placed is not 
a Diſgrace to, but the Perfection of, Human Nature: 
True Philoſophy does not require of us to deſtroy our Paſ- 
ſions, but only to direct them right. 

1 WAS going on in my Reflections, when the Po/?- 
man knock'd at the Door. Amongſt the Letters which 
be brought, I obſerved one, nicely written on gilt Pa- 
per; its Seal, a Cupid mounted on the Back of a Lion, and 
the Motto round it, Omnia wincit Amor. This Epiſtle, I 
made no Doubt, came from ſome ſighing Lover; but 
when I broke it open, it proved a Defence of Beauty. 
Well pleaſed to find fo nice a SubjeR handled in a better 
Manner than an C F«//zav as I am could well pretend 
to, I laid my Pen aſide ; and am perſuaded at leaft one 
Half of my Readers will excuſe my doing fo, when they 
peruſe what follows ; 


To HENRY STONECASTLE, E; 
hs 7.6 

FE I'S the Ambition of ſome Men to appear ſupe- 

rior to all the ſoft Aſſaults of Beauty: And in 
order to convince the World, how ſtupidly indifferent 
they are, in Reſpect to the Fair Sex, under a Shew of 
Reaſon and Argument, they publickly cry out againſt 
it. But there's generally a low, ſpiritleſs, common- 
place Way of Declaiming, which runs through all the 
Diſcourſes of theſe Satyri/ts, and ſeems to prove, that 
a malicious Sort of Ignorance is the Cauſe of their III- 
Nature. Virtue, Medefty, and Beauty, are the Foun- 
dation of a Voman's Claim to Lowe and Reſpect. When 
theſe Qualities are tainted, then Indifference (or even 
Diſlike) is juſtifiable : But this can only happen in 
Regard to Particulars, and no Reaſon can be aſſigned 
why the Sex in general ſhould ſuffer for it. However, 
* ſince there are ſome certain Reproaches thrown upon 

the 
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the whole Sex, I cannot humour my own Inclination 
more, then by endeavouring to expoſe the Unreaſon- 
ableneſs of all ſuch Reflections. 

AND firſt, let us examine the Sentiments of Anti- 
tiguity, together with thoſe Compliments and Affronts 
which the Ladies have le eived from the old Ph:lo/c- 
phers. DiockxEs was a Perſon of the ſtricteſt Seve- 
rity, one that deſpiſed all Pleaſures, but ſuch as he en- 
joy'd in the Pride of his contemning every Thing: 
Yet his Vanity, and the Arguments which ſupported 
it, were ruined by the Magic of a Lady's Look. He 
ſoften'd at the Sight of Tuais, and dreſs'd in all the 
Foppery of Youth to make himſelf agreeable. In 
ſhort, he was ſo much a Slave to the B-auty of that 
Proſtitute, that nothing but her own immodeſt Tongue 
could ſet him free, But the Impudence of his Mir 
made him vent his Spleen againſt the whole Sex : And 
ſo very abſurd was he in his Prejudice, that he pub- 
lickly owned himſelf aſhamed of having been moved 
by Beauty's Charms, and called Love, an Error of 
the Mind. To theſe Aſperſions we may oppoſe the 
Opinion of PLaro, who was paſhonately fond of a 
young Lady at Athens, and ridiculed for it by the 
whole Body of Philoſophers. In order therefore, to 
juſtify his Paſſion, he apply'd himſelf to ſtudy the Na- 
ture of BeauTY and LOVE; of which he has left 
us the · following elegant Account. He ſuppoſes that 


the Soul is an harmonious Syſtem, and that it has a 


ſtrong Defire to unite itſelf to ſuch Objects as are di- 
ſtinguiſned for Beauty and Order. By this Deſire of 


the Soul he underſtands the Paſſion of Lowe : And as 


he imagines that this Defire neceſlarily attends the Per- 
ception of Beauty, he thence very properly infers, 


that Lewe is a rational and natural Pathon. oo——_ 


SHAKESPEAR ſeems to have a ſimular dea of an 
human Soul. He was ſenſible of the Charms and Force 
of Music, and could account for the Pleaſures of it 
from no other Principle, but that of the Nature of the 
Soul. He ſays, that Man who cannot reliſh Maſic has 
a ſavage Soul, and 1s. fit wax for Treaſons, Villanies 


and Spoils. Experience would juſtify us, if we ſhould 
affirm 
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_ © affirm the ſame Thing of ſuch as are ene of the 
Charms of Beauty. 
IN the Days of Ax IST OT IE it was diſputed, 
whether Vemen were fit to govern a Nation. He un- 
dertook the Female Cauſe, and therein oppoſed all the 
Wits of Greece. He argued from the Original of Go- 
vernment, and proved, that all Superiority was pri- 
marily. founded in Beauty. Whether he was inclined' 
to think ſo from his own Experience of Love, or from 
Reaſon, is not very material to determine. But certain 
it is, if Mankind are conſidered in a State of Nature, 
Beauty gives a natural Superiority. This Cauſe of 
A&13TOTLE's is very much ſtrengthen'd by two of | 
Pro's Notions: He ſappoſes, that if Wispom | 
could appear to Mankind in a viſible Form, all the 
World would fall in Love with her Beauty. And 
again, he declared it quite impoſſible, that the Poete/5 
SayPHo ſhould not be exceeding Beautifal, becauie 
ſhe had ſo much Wit. Theſe, indeed, are only bare 
Afiertions of PlATO; but, however, may be ſup- 
ported by the following Argument. : | 
* BEAUTY (in the Words of a modern Philoſopher) | 
reſults from an exact Proportion of fine Features, and | 
ſach as ſuppoſe a peculiar Tendreſſe in the Organs. 
Therefore, the Impreflion which they receive, from 
ſenſible Objects, muſt be more affecting. All I 
proceed originally from Senſation; and conſequently, 
the more affecting the Sex/ation is, the more lively is 
the Idea. It will proceed from hence, that the , omen 
far exceed us in Fancy and Imagination : And, 'there- 
fore, Ax ts TOT LE might well preſume from the 
Beauty of that Sex, that Women do not want Capacity 
to govern or manage a People. 
H E ſevereſt Sentence, which, probably, was ever 
paſſed upon the Ladies, 15 that of Caro. He ſuppo- 
ies that Men would live like Gods in this World, if 
the whole Race of Women was extin&t. But this is a 
groſs Compliment to his own Way of Life. He ab- 
ſtracted himſelf from all Female Converſation, and 
commenced the moſt ſavage, ruſtick, and intractable 
Mortal that ever lived. And if Caro had his Wiſh, 
he is himſelf an Inſtance what Monſters Mankind 
. = WM would 
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refines the Behaviour of Men, is chiefly occaſioned 
by their natural Deſire to pleaſe the Women ; and if 

that was entirely deſtroyed, Ds, Good Breeding, 

Poetr;, and a thouiand other pretty Refincments would 
be quite neglected. 

BUI, let us diſmiſs the Sages of Antiquity, and 
conſider the Objed ions of our modern Critics, One 
of them very ſmartly remarks, that it is plain from 
the tender Conſtitution of emen, they never were 
deſigned for the ſeverer Parts of Study: And therefore 
he infers, that Learning is the Property of Men alone. 
We allow their Conſtitution is not ſo able to bear the 
Fatigue of long and cloſe Application: Vet, our Ad- 
verſaries muſt conſeſs, they have this Defect abundantly 
ſupply d by the Vivacity and Readineſ of their Minds. 
The moſt frightful Charge of all is, that V omen ruin 
our Purſuits after Knowledge, and that it is impoſſible 
to arrive at any Perfection in Phileſaphy, while their 
Converſation delights us. If we let this Objection 
ſtand in its full Force, it will only become a ftrong 
Argument of the Vanity of Philoſophy. Vomen were 
defon'd by Nature for our Society, and to fulfil the 
Purpoſes of Nature is our Duty beyond Diſpute; but if 
Phil:ſophy be our Duty likewiſe, then this Abſurdity 
muſt follow, that one Part of our Duty may be incon - 
ſiſtent with another. 

<< I ONLY know one more Objection, which is, 
that Wcmer create the trifiing Species of Pcets. I 
readily agree, that the Ladies have occaſioned an infi- 
nite deal of good and bad Poetry; and, indecd, tis 
impoſſible that it ſhould be otherwiſe. The Soul is a 
kind of Muſical Inſtrument: Beauty plays upon 17, 
and awakens Poetry, which is the Maſic of the Soul. 
And, as Beauty neceſſarily ſtrikes upon the Soul, if it 
has any Mufic in it, the Sound will break forth. But 
good Poetry requires a fine Genius alſo, which is often 
Wanting: However, where it is, Beauty inſpires the 
* Writer with ſuch a Spirit, that as Mr. WALLER ſays, 
though he only catch at Haiis, yet he fills his Arms 
with Bays. Love aud beauty give Strength __ 
6 | | * 4Jte 


SaaS ͤ a Sn=Q2»*2ASSSAHSAa9S59 v4 02a 


SS K M a «a 


would be. For all that Pol itencſi which brightens and 


The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR, 73 
t Life to Poetry, which is juſtly the Delight of ſenſible 


2» _ ingenious Souls. 
E foregoing Remarks ſeem to prove, that all 
* 1 of the Fair Sex, are like Diomebe, 
who wounded VEXUs the Queen of Beauty, Men of 
roſs and earthly Sentiments, and unfit for any other 
| of Life, than that of a barbarous and noiſy 


Camp. 1am, 


R K a a a 


S I R; Yours, 
_ PHILOSAPPHO. 


—Curſuque pedum prævertere ver tos. | Virg. An. 5. 
To outrun the Winds. | 8 


From my Houſe is the Minories. 


As on the one Hand it is the Province of a Specta- 
tor to expoſe Vice and ridicule Folly ; ſo on the 
other, ought he (if he would keep up to the Cha- 

rafter) to ſet Virtue in its true Light, and give due 
Praife to laudable Cuſtoms. It is therefore that I can't 
joyn in with thoſe that ridicule Nero for his ſhewing 
| himſelf on the Theatre, and being ambitious of the Title 
of a good Muſician. They who mention this as below 
the Dignity of an Emperor, are prejudiced againſt his 
Memory, and will allow him .to be Praiſe-worthy in 
nothing, becauſe he was in the general deteſtable. I 
fatter myſelf I could, were it not foreign to the Deſign 
of this Paper, defend his Character in this Point; as it 
would be eaſy to ſhew, Commedus, another . of 
Rome, certainly acted up to his Dignity, when he play'd 
Prizes in the Amphitheatre. I have heard ſome who are 
your Laughers, and know not how to diſtinguiſh, ridi- 
cule with toothleſs — 1 our young Gentlemen affect- 
ing the Dreſe, and performing the Exerciſe of Running 

E 2 Faot men; 
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Foetmen ; yet theſe very Men pretend to admire the an- 
tient Romans, for cultivating their Lands, and being 
called from the Plough-Tail to the Senate. In my hum- 
ble Opinion, nothing is more laudable than this Practice 
now in Uſe among our young Nobility and Geniry. It is 
not only as healthy an Exerciſe as Wreſtling was eſteem'd 
to be among the Antients, but it is of much greater 
Uſe to the Publick. A Gentleman thus trained, may be 
of unſpeakable Service to a General, will make an excel- 
lent Scout; and as Men of Rank are bred up with Notions 
of Honour, which the common People are ſeldom ac- 
quainted with, he will be fitter to be truſted with Diſ- 


patches of Moment than an ordinary Courier or Meſſen- 


r. If he is in the Service, as the Chance of War is 
doubtful, he may not only ſave himſelf (on a Defeat) to 
revenge the Diſgrace hereafter, but, by this Accomplith- 
ment, may prevent {ome Town, either of our own, or 
of our Allies, being ſurprized, by giving timely Notice 
of a conquering and approaching Enemy. * Beiide theſe 


Advantages, as Humility is the diſtinguiſhing Mark of a 


Man of Faſhion, and Labour that of a Man of Spirit ; 
nothing {peaks the one, or enures them more to the other, 
than this genteel and faſhionable Exerciſe ; in the Per- 
formance of which, they lay aſide all Diſtinction, and 
a Man of Quality in his Kunning Dreſs, is not to be 
known from a hired Servant, except he gives you Time 
to examine his Linnen. 

THERE is a certain Fleaſure in ſometimes deſcend - 
ing, and the Poets tell us, the Gods themie!ves would 
now and then be traveſtied, and take a J urn upon Earth. 
Harry the Eighth, we are informed by the ingenious Au- 


thor of the King and the Cibler, would take his Night- 


Rambles incog. Matthias King of Hungary uſed frequently 
to be dreſſed like a Peaſant, and Francis Dure of Milan 
very often travelled with a Pedlar's Pack : Authorities 
which thoſe who condemn our modern Youth of Faſhion 
are either ignorant of, or inv idiouſly conceal. But 
there is not only a Pleaſure in being thus hid and ſelf- 
conſcious of ſuperior Rank, but a very great Advantage: 
ſince by this Diſguiſe, they can be, aud doubtleis are, 


well inſtructed in the various Paſſions, by having greater 


Opportunities to read Mankind; and are enabled to de 
; | — tat 
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that Good in low Life, which they could never have any 
Idea of, in converſing with thoſe only of their own 
Rank. For though it has been of late pretty common 
for the Nobility of both Sexes to make Women of the 
meaner Sort their Favourites, yet little can be learned 
from them, their Ambition covering their Wants. I 
know a Gentleman who by driving a Coach, and con- 
verſing much with Stage-Coachmen, was able to give a 
particular Account of all the Roads through Erg/znd that 
wanted Repair, and the Hardſhips the Undertakers la- 
bour'd under in the Loſs of Hories ; and it is (poilibly) 
to him, that we owe the Turnpikes being ſet up; which 
I believe all muſt allow a very great Advantage to the 
Publick. Again, if we deſcend to particular Advanta-- 
es, nothing can ſet a Gentleman off (who is well 
Limb'd) to a better Advantage than this Dreis ; nor any 
Thing give greater Indications of Strength than this Ex- 
erciſe, which may contribute very much to his being in 
the good Graces of the Fair Sex. What put me on tnele 
Reflections is the following Letter given me by a Friend 
to whom it is addreſſed, and who permitted me to make 


it publick. 


My dear Friend, ; 
| O U know I hare often complained of my Son's 
| Indolence and Extravagance, which I fear d wou's, 
after my Deceaſe, make him miſerable. I even appre- 
hended that my Eitate would laſt kim but a very Ittle 
while, and that he muſt come to Want. But I have now 
the Satisfaction of telling you, the latter of my Fears is 
at an End, for he can never want Bread, if he continues 
bleſſed with his Health and Limb. A new Faſhion, 
which the young Gentlemen are very fond of, and which 
ought (with ſome Reſtrictions to prevent the Diminution 
of the Revenue of the Poſt-Office) to be encouraged, has 
made a new Man of my Son Nis. He and Sir obu 
Lowwlife have taken up the Dreſs and Buſineſs of Rwux- 
ning Foatmer, and it is with unſpeakable Pleaſure, that J 
ſee them run of Errands for all the Country. They are 
both in a Livery ; they wear fine Helland Drawers and 
Waiſtcoats, Thread Stockings, a blue Silk Saſh fringed 
with Silver, a Velvet Cap wo a great Taſſel, and carry 
a N 50 ; ? 022 
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u Porter's Staff with a large Silver Handle. Before this 
Faſhion came up, Numps could not be got out of his 
Bed before Eleven, now he's up by Four; he was ſurly 
to every Body, and he is now become ſo very complai- 
ſant, that on my Butler's ſaying his Mother lay ill, and 
he knew not how to hear from her, he offered to go and 
bring an Account of her Health, though it's 67 Miles 
croſs the Country ; and accordingly Sir Sb and he ſet 
out that Afternoon, with all the Good-nature imaginable, 
and the 3d Day by Ten in the Morning, brought Word 
of the good Woman's Recovery. 

I AM extremely well pleaſed with this Order of Run- 
ning Footmen, and the Becomingneſs of the Dreſs to a 
well-made Man. Sir 7% looks ſo well in it, that it's Pity 
he ſhould ever wear any other. Numps, indeed, does 
not make ſo ſmart a Figure, becauſe his Knees knock 
one againſt the other ; but when he comes to take to this 
Buſineſs for Bread, the wearing a long Saſh may hide 
the Deſect, or the Rate he runs make Attonement for 
the Figure he makes. The Order is very pretty and re- 
gular; for as formerly the Knights Errant had ſome 

ty to whom they ſent the Conquer'd, ſo have every 
one of theſe Gentlemen ſome Lady to whom they dedicate 
their Service; as thoſe wore their Favours in their Hel- 
mets, ſo theſe wear the Colours of their Ladies Liveries 
round their Waiſt ; and as the former flew Giants in the 
Honour of their Ladies, ſo theſe run of Errands for the 
Service of thoſe Fair ones, by whom they are ſo happy 
to be employed. Sir John is my Lady Prud:'s Running 
Footman, and my Son has the Honour of carrying Let- 
ters for her Siſter ; and they never travel, but theſe two 
Volunteers have Notice, run before their Coach, and 
- take Care to have Dinner ready at the appointed Hour. 
As the Rules of this Order are very pretty, and ſhew 
theſe Gentlemen regard Merit more than Birth, I will 
ſet down one or two. They have ftated Times and Places 
For meeting of the Fraternity, where all the Brothers of 
the Staff are on a Level, whether Gentlemen or Footmen, 
And he who has the beſt Share of Heels takes the Chair; 
Which at the laſt Meeting was worthily filed by an 4/5 
Servant of a certain Nobleman, who is ſo good a Run- 
ner, that he run away from his own Country to F — 
. On 
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from thence to Spain, from Spain he run through 7raly, 
and ſo run to England. They have all Names, which 
they put on and off with their Habit. Sir Fohn is Tim. 
Lig bt foot; my Son, Jack Logy ; Squire Ape-all, Dick 
$tridewwel!, and fo on. | 

IS AID I would have this Propenfity to Running 
encouraged with Reſtrictions ; I will now tell you my 
Reaſon, and what Reſtrictions I would have. 

I F it is permitted (as Sir Zeb» and my Son heavily 
complain) that every Tradeſman's Son, or Prentice, 
young "Tradeſman, Attorney's Clerk, or Merchant's 
Book-keeper, who can buy a Habit, ſhall take up this 
genteel Exerciſe, it may put down the Poſt-Office. I 
would therefore have it ſtrictly order'd, that none under 
the Degree of a 'Squire ſhould preſume to run of Er- 
rands, if not hired Servants ; and that all Gentlemen 
ſhould be forbid carrying Letters in other than the Croſs 
Roads. I fear I have been too prolix, for I am ſo 
pleas'd with the Thoughts of Numps being able to get 
his Bread when the Eſtate's gone, that I hardly know 
how to quit the agreeable Subject, 


Jan, dear Friend, 


Tour v, E.. 


8 @The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR, 


IS MAT — 


* — S&H ö , N — = % 
e MASS BRI 44 — PY RED 


Ver novum, ver jam canorum, vere jam orbis eſt : 

Vere concordant amores, vere nubent alites———— Catal. 
The Spring, the new, the awarbling Spring appears, | 

T he youthful Scaſon of revolving Years, | 

In Spring the Lowes enkindle mutual Heats, 

The feather'd Nations chuſe their tuncful Mates. 


Fzlices ter, & amplius, 
Quoos irrupta tenet copula: nec malis 

Divulſus querimoniis 
Suprema citius ſolvet amor die. Hor. lib. 1. ed. 13. 
7 hi ice happy they in pure Delights, 
Whem Lowe auith mutual Bonds unites, 
Urbroten by Complaint or Strife, | 
EV'n to the lateſt Hours of Life. Francis. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


HIS is the Time which naturally inſpires Lowe3 
and the Letters I receive from my Correſpondents 
as plainly inform me it is Spring, as the Fields and Gar- 
dens do. The genial Warmth of the returning Sun exerts 
now its reviving Infiuence, not only on Vegetables and 


Brutes, but Man himſelf receives from. thence new Life 


and Vigcur, and finds a ſtrong Deſire of multiplying his 
Kind. I remember, when I was a young Fellow, 1 
uſcd to think the ¶ omen look'd much handſomer in April 
and May ; and, even to this Day, I find their Company 
then more agreeable than all the Year beſide. It 
was formerly my Misfortune, to be engaged for ſeveral 
Years in the Service of a fair Coquet; and I obſerv'd, 
that my Paſſion conſtantly increas'd in Proportion as the 
Pays lengthen'd ; and upon over-looking the many Lowe 
Verſes and Billet deux 1 ſent her, it is very plain, that 
- what theſe two Months gave Birth to, abound infinitely 
more with Tenderne/s and Pofſion, as well as Vit and 
Spirit. For which good Reaſon, I adviſe all writing 
Lovers to ſet themſelves to Work at this favourable Sea- 


ſon, and provide for all the Year; nor is there any 
| | mighty 
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mighty Difficulty in this, more than the S://-denial of 
forbearing to adorn their Miſtreſſes with Myrtle, Fefſe- 
mine, and Roſis, in ſuch Sonnets and Fpiftles, as are in- 
tended to be preſented during the blcak wintry Months of 
November and December. Unleſs it ſhould be urged, 
that Lowers have a Privilege of producing them when 
they pleaſe, without any Regard to the Courſe of Nature 
or the Rules of Propriety. 

But though Lowe is now in Seaſon, a Paſſion which is 
not only abſolutely neceilary for the Preſervation of the. 
human Species, but highly conducive to the Quiet and 
Felicity of Life, I think it incumbent on me to remind 
my Readers of both Sexes, that it is not to be indulged 
or allow'd, on any other Conditions but thoſe which the 
Laws of the Kingdom and the Conveniency of Society 
require: I mean, on the Terms of Matrimony. 
This happy State is, undoubtedly, the ſureſt and moſt 
laſting Foundation of C:mfert and Lowe ; the Source of 
all that endearing Tenderneſ and Affection which ariſes 
from Relation and Afinity: The grand Point of Property, | 
the Cauſe of all good Order in the World, and what 
alone preſerves it from the utmoſt Confuſion ; and. to ſum 
up all, the Appointment of infinite Wiſdom tor theſe great 
and good Purpoſes. — Notwithſtanding, ſuch is the: 
Perwerſin'ſs of human Nature, and ſo eaſy is it to mii- 
uſe the beſt of Things, that by the Fo/ly and Ill. behæmicur 
of thoſe who enter into it, hs is very often made a 
State of the moſt exquifite Wretcheane/ſs and Miſery ; 
which gives the wild and vicious Part of Mankind but 
too much Reaſon to rail againſt it, and treat it with 
Contempt. Wherefore, it highly becomes the Firtucus 
of bath Sexes, by the Prudence of their Conduct, to re- 
dcem this noble {nftitution from thoſe unjuſt Reproaches. 
which it at preſent labours under, and reſtore it to the 
Honour and Eftecm it merits, by endeavouring to make 
each other as happy as they can. 

And therefore, as, according to the Time of Year, 
numberleſs of my Country Folks are, I make no Doubt, 
now ſtanding ready for the Par/on to perform his Office, 
I am going to lay down ſuch Rules and Maxis for their 
Obſervance, as I think moſt fracticatle, and cnducite 
towards their Happineſs. And theſe I addreſs to a F. 
| | 8 mules: 
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males that would be marry'd, or are already ſo; not 
that I ſuppoſe their Sex more faulty than the other, and 
moſt to want Advice: for I aſſure them, upon my Ho- 
nour, I believe the quite contrary ; but the Reaſon is, 
becauſe I eſteem them better diſpoſed to receive and prac- 
tiſe it; and therefore am willing to begin where I 
may promiſe myſelf the beſt Succeſs. Beſides, if 
there is any Truth in Proverbs, Gocd Wives uſually 
make Good Huſbands. 


RULESandMAXIMS for promoting Matrimonial 
Happineſs. Aadreſi d to all the Widows, Wives, aud 
Spinſters of Gx RAT BRITAIV. 
HE likelieſt Way, either to obtaiu a good Hu/band, 
or to keep one /o, is to be Gocd yourlelf. 
NEVER uſe a Lever ill, whom you deſign to make 
your Huſband, leſt he ſhould either upbray'd you with it, 
or return it afterwards ; and if you find, at any Time, 
an Inclination to play the Tyrant, remember theſe two 
Lines of Truth and Juſtice : 


Gently ball thoſe be ralV'd, who gently ſway d; 

Abje& all thoſe obey, who haughty were obey'd. 

| | Battle of the Sexes. 
AV Old, both before, and after Marriage, all 

Thoughts of managing your Huſband. Never endeavour 

to deceive or impoſe on his Underſtanding ; nor give 

him Uneafins/s (as ſome do very fooliſhly) to try his Tem- 

per; but treat him always, before-hand, with Sincerity, 

and afterwards, with Ahection and R:ſpet?. 

B E not over Sanguine before Marriage, nor promiſe 
rſelf Felicity without Alley; for that's impoſſible to 
attain'd in this preſent State of Things. Conſider | 

before-hand, that the Pe, ſon you are going to ſpend your | 
Days with, is a Mar, and not an Angel; and if, when 
vou come together, you diſcover any Thing in his Hu- 
mur Or B:h24iour that is not altogether ſo agreeable as 
you expected, paſs it over as a human Frailty ; ſmooth 
our Brow ; compoſe your 'Temper ; and try to amend 
it by Cheerfulneſs and Good-Nature. | 
REMEMBER always, that whatever M:s/ertuncs 
may happen to either, they are pat to be charged to the 
Account 
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Account of Matrimony, but to the Accidents and Infirm- 
tics of human Life, a Burden which each has engaged to 
aſſiſt the other in ſupporting, and to which both Parties 

are equally expoſed. Therefore, inſtead of Marmurs, 
= Refleftions, and Diſagreement, whereby the Weight is 
render'd abundantly more grieveus, readily put your 
Shoulders to the Yoke, and make it cafier to both. 
RESOLVE every Morning to be good-natur'd and 

. that Day; and if any Accident ſhould happen to 

break that Reſolution, ſuffer it not to put you out of 
Temper with every Thing beſides, and eſpecially 
with your Huſband. 

DISPUTE not with him, be the Occaſion what 
it will, but much rather deny yourſelf the trivial Sa- 
tisfa#ion of having your own Will, or gaining the ber- 
ter of an Argument, than riſque a 2uarrel, or create an 
Heart- burning; which it is impoſible to know the 
End of. 8 | 

BE aflur'd, a Woman's Power, as well as Happineſs, 
has no other Feundaticr,, but her Huſband's E/teem and 
Love ; which, conſequently, it is her undoubted Interef 
by all Means poſſible to preſerve and increaſe. Do- you, 
therefore, ſtudy is Temper, and command year own; 
enjoy 5, Satisfactions with hm, ſhare and ſooth bis 
Cares, and with the utmoſt Diligence conceal his /nfir- 
mites. 

READ frequently with due Attention the Matrimo- 
nia] Service; and take Care in doing fo, not to overlook 
the Word Ob y. | 

IN your Prayers be ſure to add a Clauſe for Grace to 
make a gocd 17ife ; and, at the ſame Time, reſolve to 
do your utmoſt Endeavour towards it. . 

ALWAYS wear your Wedding Ring; for therein 
lies more Virtue than uſually is imagin'd. If you 
are ruffled unawares, aſſaulted with improper Thoughts, 
or tempted in any Kind againſt your Duty, caſt your 
Eyes upon it, and call to Mind, <v4o gawe it en; where 
it aas recciv'd; and achat paſs d at that ſolemn Time. 

LET the Tenderneſ of your conjugal Lowe be ex- 
preſs'd with ſuch Decency, Delicacy, and Prudence, ay 
that it may appear plainly and thoroughly 4/in# from 
the d:fgning Fondne/s of an Harlot. | h 
; HAVE 
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HAVE you any Concern for your own Eaſe, or for 
your Huſband s Eſteem ? then, have a due Regard 
to his Income aud Circumſtances in all your Expences and 
Defires ; for if Neceſſity ſhould follow, you run the 


greateſt Hazard of being depriv'd of both. 


LET not many Days paſs together without a ſerious 
Examination how you have behav'd as a Wife ; and if 
upon Reflection you find yourſelf guilty of any Foib/cs 
or Omi ſſions, the beſt Attonement is, to be exactly care- 
ful of your future Conduct. 

I AM fully perſuaded, that a ſtrict Adherence to 
the foregoing Rules would equally advance the Honour of 
Matrimony, and the Glory of the Fair Sex; and ſince 
the greateſt Part of them, with a very little Alteration, 
are as proper for Hiſbauds as for Wives to practiſe, I 
recommend them accordingly to their Conſideration, and | 
hope, in a ſhort Time, to receive Acknowledgements 
from marry'd Perſons of both Sexes, for the Benefit they 
receive thereby. 

AND now, in Behalf of my unlearned Readers, I 
beg Leave of my learned ones, to conclude this Diſcourſe 
with Mr. CxEecn's Tran/iation of that Part of Horace, 
which I have taken for the Motto of this Paper. 


Thrice happy They, that free from Strife, 
Maintain a Love as long as Lite : 
Whoſe fi d and binding Vows, 
No intervening Jealouſy, 
Ne Fears and no Debates wntye : 
And Death alone can looſe. 
* 
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Perficitur dum cæditur. 
He is made perfect by Correction. 


* ® 
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of our own Merit, it's no Wonder we find ſo 


A 8 we are ever partial in the Judgment we make 
many repining at their Fate, ſo diſcontented 


with the Station allotted them by Providence, and fo 


as þ well * wich their natural or acquired 
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No Man, to ſpeak in general, thinks he has too great a 
Share of the Goods of Fortune, or that the Endowments 
of his Mind have been dealt to him with a parſimonious 
Hand; and as little apt are we to accuſe ourſelves of any 
Deficiency in Social Virtues; for that would be tacitly 
condemning our good Senſe, or good Nature. 
I SHALL inſtance in this Eſſay, one of theſe Vir- 
tues, which every Man lays Claim to, and which very 
few are acquainted with, and that is Goed Manners, or, 
which are ſynonimous Terms, Good Breeding and Complai- 
ſance. We may divide it into Natural and Artifcial; 
that proceeds from an innate Benignity, a Sweetneſs of 
Temper, and a Knowledge of our own Frailties, which 
engages our Patience to bear with the Weakneſs of others: 
This, artificial Cmplaiſance, may flow from ſeveral Cau- 
ſes, which it is no way to my preſent Purpoſe to enume- 
rate. However, whether our Complaiſance is the Effect 
of Art, or Nature, I believe 1t will be allow'd that it is 
eſſentially uſeful in civil Life, as it is the Cement of So- 
ciety, and Band of Friendſhip ; for, if Intimacy once 
baniſhes good Manners, Reſentment ſteps in, and intro- 
duces Enmity. Complaiſance, like Charity, covers, or 
rather attones for abundance of Defects: It is like Wit 
in a good-natur'd Man, which makes his Way, and in- 
troduces him to Perſons of the firſt Rank and Diſtinction, 
by gaining him a general Eſteem ; whereas the Unpolite, 
like a Satyric Writer, who, after the Example of Drau- 
cunſir, falls foul on all, and, to indulge his Spleen, will 
expoſe the Failings of his moſt intimate Friends, is uni- 
verſally ſhunn'd ; and it's no Wonder, ſince ill Manners 
and ill Nature are {ynonimous Terms for one of the 
Daughters of Pride. | ; W 
MAN K IN in general are deſirous of Eſteem ; and 
as we know nothing can give us a fairer Claim to the Re- 
gard oſ others, than pretending to have an equal Defe- 
rence for thoſe with whom we converſe; we natur 
affect Complaiſance, and very often deceive the World, 
but much oftener impoſe upon ourſelves : For as there 
are Virtues and Vices which reſemble each other ſo ver) 
nearly, that it requires ſome Attention to diſtipgui 
between them, as between Profuſeneſs and Generoſity, 
Charity and Oftentation, &c. So are there falſe u_ 
re 
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real Endowments, or Qualifications, which are undiſtin- 

iſhable by the Injudicious ; ſince, on the one Hand, a 

ormal ſtiff Carriage, or on the other, a careleſs and fa- 
miliar Behaviour, may pafs on many for the Height of 
Goed Breeding, and very often cheat the Perſons them- 
| ſelves, who act the different Parts. Good Manners, like 
Virtue, flies all Extremes, and does not require our gi- 
ving up our Senſes to gain the Character of well-bred. 
Maliſſa has been long under this Miltake ; for ſhe thinks 
all good Breeding conſiſts in aſſenting to the Opinion of 
others, and will give up any Point, nay, her Religion, 
rather than be guilty of ſo great Rudeneſs as the deliver- 
ing her Sentiments in Contradiction to any Thing advan- 
ced in Converſation. 

I DO not here intend to define Good Brecding, and in 
what it conſiſts poſitively : I ſhall only take Notice of 
the many Soleciſms committed in it by thoſe who think 
themſelves in this Point irreproachable : and this may 
be called a negative Definition. Whoever has a great 
deal of Complaiſunce for his own Wit and Capacity, 
neceſſarily falls into ill Manners ; for the good Opinion 
he entertains of his happy Talents, gives him but a 
mean one of thoſe Perſons with whom he converſes, and 
naturally makes him aſſuming. Such a one will autho- 
Titatively pretend to impoſe his Sentiments on others, 
and uſurps to himſelf a Sort of Sovereignty over the 
Judgment of his Company ; any of which he would 
think guilty of the higheſt Breach m good Manners, 

ſhould he diſpute his Superiority : This Self-Sufficiency 
is the Fault of my Friend Viil Livi/y, who would 
otherwiſe be eſteem'd a well-bred Gentleman, tho' now 
very often impertinent, and downright rude : It is this 
which eclipſes a great many excellent Qualifications, 
and makes his Converſation avoided, which would other- 
wiſe be coveted as inſtructive and entertaining. //. is 
a Man of good Senſe, ready Wit, and great Reading ; 
he bas travelled, and the Kemarks he has made, f 

him of good Judgment ; he knows the Intereſt of his 
own Country and that of our Neighbours: And in a 
Word, charms all his new Acquaintance ; for with ſuch, 
from a natural Dcfire to pleaſe, he ſets himſelf in the 
"moſt advantageous Light; is upon his Guard againſt his 
: | - Defects, 
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Defects, which, for the above Reaſon, he is vigilant to 
conceal ; but when he has acquired your Eſteem, he 
grows careleſs of continuing it ; his Anxiety to pleaſe, 
wears off in a little Time; his Care relaxes ; he grows 
weary of the Reſtraint, and his Foibles riſe to View, in 
Proportion to his Neglect. And indeed, this is the 
Caſe with moſt of us, and may poſſibly be the Cauſe of 
the ſhort Duration of ſudden Friendſhips ; both Parties 
at firſt aim at being agreeable, but with Habitude grow 
languid and careleſs; and each ſeeing the Imperfections 
of the other, finds himſelf deceived in his Choice, grows 
cool, and quite indifferent to the Object in which he was 
ſo much miſtaken. | 

BUT to return; I have ſaid that C:mplaiſance conſiſted 
in a Medium ; conſequently we may, by wrong judging, 
be unmannerly, when we think we are ſhining in Point 

of Politeneſs ; for it 1s a Sort of received Maxim, that 
who is troubleſowe, is rude ; and I have obſerved ſeve- 
ral Sorts of theſe over-polite People, who are the very 
reverſe in the Eyes of the World, to what they appear 
to be in their own. Odela has an agreeable Voice; but 
ſhe thinks it looks like too good an Opinion of herſelf, 
and too mean a one cf the Judgment of the Company, 
to ſing, 'till ſhe has tired them with her various Excu- 
ſes; and when ſhe does you the Favour, her Ccxrploiſance 
won't let her give over, but wearies you to Death, 
while ſhe thinks ſhe is obliging you in the higheſt De- 
gree, and giving Proofs of the greateſt Politeneſs. Pa- 
rata is troubleſome to all Company, by her being, thro? 
a Deſire of obliging, extremely officious: Her Complai- 
ſance, not long ſince, made a Gentleman at a Friend's 
Table, where I was invited, go without his Dinner, to 
fave the Lady of the Houſe Trouble, She would cut up 

the Fowls ; ſhe did it, indeed, very dexterouſly, but 
with a Pinch of Snuff between her Fingers, which ſhe 
loſt in the Operation; He, who had an Averſion to 
Tobacco with Pulle:s, could not touch em. A Diſh of 
Peaſe Soup ſhe cover'd with Pepper, to which the poor 
Gentleman had an utter Diflike ; and out of her offi- 
cious Humour, pour'd a China Diſh full of Butter on a 
Loin of Veal : And this unhappy Stranger could never 
eat Butter, nor any Thing that touch'd it, from his In- 
fancy. m L AU- 


. 
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© LAUDELL 4 is another Ower-av ; ſhe praiſes every 

Thing that's ſaid or done; and is ſo extravagant in her 
Encomiums, that I have ſeen her put a great many mo- 
_ det People to the Bluſh. Not long ſince, a young Lady 
newly come out of the Country, was at a Relation's 
Houle, (where Laud.//a that Day paid a Viſit) and by 
Misfortune /zeez'd. Our polite Dame immediately made 
her Compliments upon her graceful Manner of Sneezing ; 
which was ſo agreeable, that, in her Opinion, ſhe ought 
to do nothing elſe but Sees e; ſhe ought to live and die 
Sneeting ; ſhe never ſaw or heard any one Snecze ſo grace- 
fully, or in ſo harmonious a Note. The poor young 
Lady bluſh'd, and not knowing whether or no ſhe was 
turning her into Ridicule, anſwer'd, half angry, I be- 
lieve, Madam, I Szeeze as others do. O! pardon 


me, Madam, reply'd Laudella, there is a great deal of 


Difference; could I Sec ge with the ſame clear and tune- 
able Pipe, and with the ſame engagiag Air, I would be 
continually taking Li of the Valley diy d and fulverized, 
inſtead of Hawvarna. | | 

BUT to quit this Family of the Oxw2r-4e, I have re- 
mark'd another Set of unmannerly 2 Men, which we 
may call your 25/erts : 'Theſe are fo taken up with their 
own Ideas, that they can afford Attention to Nobody: 
And when you are ſpeaking to 'em, in the Midit of your 
Diſcourſe, without taking the leaſt Notice of what you 
ſay, will addreſs ſome other of the Company, to tell 
what is juſt come into their Thoughts. Another Set I 
have obſerv'd, (bat this conſiſts moſtly of Females) who 
engroſs all the Talk of the Company, and expect a cloſe 
Attention, while they are telling you the Witticiſms of 
their Children, their Actions, and their Ailments. Ma- 
nilla is a Lady of this Claſs, who forgets not to ac- 
quaint you with the molt trifling, the mot minute Cir- 
cumitance, which regards her dear Babies. She begins 
the Hiſtory of every one at the Birth, and carries it on 
tirough every Accident, every Doctor's Preſcription, 
every Chirurgical Operation, every Nurſe's Receipt, and 
every Apothecary's Bill; with a very exact and particu- 
lar Account, by Way of Epiſode, of her own Care, ma- 
_ ternal Fondneſs and Anxiety. But, as it's impoſſible the 
narrow Bounds of this Paper can take in the many Over- 

" 2 fights 
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fights in Point of good Breeding I have remarked among 
even the politer Sort, I ſhall make it the Subject of ſome 


future Lucub:acon. 
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Iſtac eſt ſapere, non quod ante Pedes modo eſt 
Videre ; ſed etiam il la, quæ futura ſunt, 


Proſpicere. | Terent. Adelph. 
'Tis wiſe not only to look into what's preſent, but <chat's 


#0 Come. 


From my Houſe in the Minories 


WQ NT of Oecon:my is the certain Ruin of Per- 

| ſons, Families, and Kingdoms. Whatever People 

giving themſelves up to Luxury and Jale n. ſi, 
neglect or diſcourage their own Manufactures, and pur- 
Chaſe, at a vaſt Expence, the Super fluities of other Nations; 
or whatever Per/on lives beyond his Indcme, be it leſs or 
more, muſt inevitably be undone. This every one ac- 
knowledges : And yet, either through Indolence, want of 
timely Confideration, or from a flupid Pride of appear- 

ing above their Razæ and Fortune, Multitudes are ſeen 
every where rnſhing headlong on to Poverty and Sorrcau, 
who by a little Care might live in E and Plenty. Very 
few there are but might be happy, would they content 
themſelves with what they really ſtand in need of, ac- 
cording to their Circumſtances and Condition, without 
aſpiring after Things unneceſſary or inconvenient for 
them; But, the Misfortunes of the Generality ariſe 
from a Miſtake, that runs almoſt through all Mankind, 
Which is, they feek their Happineſs in the Opinion & 
cther People, and not in their own Breaff, where only 1 
can be found: This miſleads them into a thouſand g- 
ſurdities; and inſtead of making them admired, and 
more than uſually reſpected, as they imagine, pup 
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taem moſt commonly to Pity, Contempt, or Ridicule.---- 
GayMoRE with 500 l. a Year, might have enjoy'd all 
the reaſonable Conveniencies and Pleaſures of Life: This 
Fortune placed him above Dependence, and could fur- 
niſh every Thing a fingle Man could well with or have 
Occaſion for. After his Uncle dy'd, who left it him, he 
lived prudently for a Year or two, kept only a Servant 
and a Brace of Geldings; in Summer boarded with a 
Relation down in a pleaſant Country Village, and was 
contented with a decent Lodging when he came to "own 
in Winter. But falling into Acquaintance with ſome of 
thoſe pretty Fellows, who carry more Powder on their 
Shoulders than the Weight of their Brain amounts to, he 
became fantaſtical in Dreſs, grew wonderfully enamour- 
ed of Gold and Silver Lace, changed his Eng liſb full 
Wig for a ſtaring French Toupee, and hired a Chair to 
carry him by the Week, leſt the rude Winds ſhould diſ- 
compoſe the Curls, or deſtroy the Per fumes of the Efence 
wherewith the Powder was paſted on. Here began his 
Ruin. This Finery muſt be ſhewn in all publick Places, 
the Opera, the Maſquerad:, the Drawwing-Rorm He 
lived among the Beau Monde, and every Day had its 2 
pointed Ga/laritrics, This foon outran his Income. F 
uſed to keep Accounts of his Piſburſements and Receipts, 
and found a conſiderable Satisfactien therein, while the 
Balance was on the Side of his Effate ; but now being 
unable to examine his Fairs without Uneafineſs and Re- 
morſc, he tore his Papers, and reſolved no more to give 


himfelf that Trouble. In this Manner he went on ſome 


Time, borrowing Menty as he found Occaſion, till he 
became ſo much embarraſſed, that, to make himſelf more 
at Eaſe, he fold his Efate; and having got thereby ſome 


ready Caſh, hired a large Houſe, ſet up a * Equi- 


page, and, in Hopes of repairing his ruin'd Fortune, 
made his Addreſſes to a rich Heireſs. But, upon enqui- 


ing into his Circumſtances, he was ſoon rejected there, 


and, after laying Blax d a Month or two, ſunk at once 


into Contempt and Poverty, with all its diſmal Conſeguen- 
ces; and has, at preſent, no other Way of ſupporting a 
evretched Life, but by whiſpering Pele as they paſs 


along, and, in an humble Manner, begging them to re- 
WE 


Heve a poor unfortunate und decay'd Gentleman. 
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. WE ſee here the dire Effects of Incon/ideration and 
Extravagance, Had this mi/crable Man been contented 


with the Conweniencics, he had never wanted the needful © 


Things of Life; could he have been /arisfed in his own 
Happineſs, without affecting to be thought extraordinary + 
for the Glitter of an empty vain Appearance, he had not 
now been poſted at the bleak Corner of a Strect, all 
ſtarving, cold and comfortleſs, his Cheeks pinched in 
with Hunger, his Body cover'd with dirty Rage, and 
himſelf a Beggar.- --Sure it muft be exceeding grievous, 
for ſuch as have lived in Splendor, to be brought to theſe 
Extremities ; and that too, not by unavoidable Misfor- 
tunes, but meerly through their own Careleſneſs and 
Folly ! 3 

Ex AMPLES of this Sort are numberleſs: For the 
largeſt Fortune is too little againſt Extrawvagance, though 


à very ſmall one may be made ſufficient by good Oeconomy. 
Would People examine their fairs continually, to ſee 


bow they ſtand in Life, they would learn to regulate their 
Expences by their Income, and find, from ſo doing, a 
much more reaſonable and exquiſite Satisfa in than all 
the Vanity and Oftentation of appearing Gay and Rich can 
FE But this, perhaps, will be made more evident 

y the /o/lowing Letter; which comes from one that has 
experienced both Ways. 


——— — 5 — 
To HENRY STONECASTLE, E; 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 
, Þ HOUGH all Men propoſe Happineſs to them- 
J ſelves, yet very few make Uſe of proper Means 
for obtaining and ſecuring it. A Want of due Cfco- 
© nomy, either Perſonal or in a Family, at long Run, 


_ © muſt ever be ſucceeded by Circumſtances of Uneaſineſs 


and Diſtreſs. To make this plain, I'll give you my 
© own Story. Not many Years ago, I was a conſi- 
* derable Merchant, and, by the Bleſling of Providence 
upon my Endeavours, had accumulated a large Perſo 
nal Eflate. Being fluſh'd with this good Fortune, — 
mov 
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and all my Acquaintance, ſunk down to the Mortifica- 
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moved to a more {ſpacious Habitation, ſet up my Coach, 
kept a ſplendid Equipage, and lived fearleſs of Want. 
All thoſe about me, likewiſe, according to my Ex- 
ample, were laviſhly extravagant and profuſe : Where- 
by, though my Dealings increaſed confiderably, and 
my Profits were very great, yet there was an annual 
Deficiency. Loſſes 1 lad few or none: Nevertheleſs, 
in a few Years I was, to the Aftoniſhment of myſelf, 


tion of compounding my Debts. When I informed 
my Wife of this, ne thought I jeſted, and, for a good 
while, would not believe me; but finding at laſt it was 
but too true, we, by joint Conſent, freely examined 
into the Cauſes of our Misfortunes, and after the ſtrict- 
eſt Scrutiny, could rciolve them into nothing but the 
Want of good Economy. Our Children ſeeing ſuch 
Gaiety in our Way of living, concluded theraſelves 
vaſtly Great; and being much encouraged by our 
Fondneſs, launched out into all Kinds of Liberiies ; 
our Servants too, had been no ſmall Contributors to 
our Ruin, by their Waſtefulneſs and Diſhoneſty. We 
then agreed to turn of our numerous Attendance, lay 
down our Coach, and bring our Houſhold Expences 
into a narrow Compaſs. It happen'd, that juſt at 
this Time my Wife's Uncle died, and left us Reſiduary 
Legatees of a very noble Fortune, which, coming in- 
to my Hands as his ſole Executor, I appropriated ſo 
much thereof as was ſufficient to pay all my Creditors 
their full Demands; and after having fulfilled the 
Truſts of my Uncle's Will, with the Remainder pur- 
chaſed a Freehold Eſtate about ſfty Miles from Lender, 
where I and my Family have lived ever ſince, in a 
comfortable and decent Manner, lay ing by every Year 
ſomewhat as a Proviſion for our younger Children. As 
you, Sir, are the Univerſe] Spectater of Mankind, 
you cannot but know the Neceſſity of Economy in all 
Circumſtances and Conditions: For my Part, I am 
fully ſenſible there can be no true Satisfaction without 
it: And as my Wife and I unfortunately join'd toge- 
ther in Folly and Extravagance, ſo, now, are we hap- 


Fily agreed in the Management of our Affairs with 
Prudence and Frugality. We never knew before what 


© true 
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true Pleaſure was ; our Life was a continual Hurry of 
Impertinence and Diſorder : A conſtant Round of what 
the World calls Diverſion, robb'd us of our '11 ume, ar nd 
{hut out all fincere Enjoyment ; our unneceſtary Ser- 
vants were but ſo many Uneaſineſſes: Our large Ex- 
pences in empty Shew, brought. round us many Flat- 
« terers, and made us wonder'd at and envy'd, but procu- 
red us neither real Friends, nor true Eſteem. Our ve 
Children, intoxicated with Pride, thought themſelves 
above Controul, and, for our miſtaken Fondels, made 
« us very ſlender Returns of Affection and Obedience. 
In ſhort, we were always reſtleſs and unquiet. But now, 
6 humbled by the Change, our Children are under a wil- 
© ling Subjection to us, and daily ſhew us endearing 
© Proofs of Love; our Servants are the ready Performers 
of our Commands, and faithfully diſcharge their Duty 
to us; our Friends and Neighbours are joyful Parta- 
« kers of our Happineſs ; and as for Enemies, we have 
none, for all with us well, knowing that we are juſt in 
© all our Dealings, and virtuous in all our Ways. I hope 
« ſuch as are in declining Circumſtances, for want of 
© due Care and Conſideration, may take Warning by 
my Misforiunes, and, before it is too late, ſave them- 
« ſelves from Ruin ; and let them be aſfured from my 
own Experience, nothing exceeds the Pleaſure of that 
Man's Mind, who can look back and ſay, I have acted 
my Part well: I have been guilty of no Extravagance : 
My Family is prov ided for; aud, whenever I die, none 
« of mine will be left to Want and Mitery. Thus, 
« Sir, have I given you a brief Account of my own Fol- 
* lies and their Conſequences: If you judge it fit for 
* publick Peruſal, let it find a Place in one of your Pa- 
« pers, and you'll much oblige, 
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Your conſtant Reader, 
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OEDO ICE GERG SEDGIDQLLSY LED 


Animum rege: qui, niſi paret, 
Imperat : hunc frenis, hunc tu compeſce catena. 
; | Hor. Lib. 1. Epiſt. 2. 
Tour Paſſion ſubdue, left your Paſſion conquer you : 
Let lordly Reaſon hold the guiding Reins, 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


And bind the Tyrant with coercive Chains. Francis. 
HE moſt happy Diſpoſition or Turn of Mind that 
a Mancanpoilible enjoy, is, ſuch an one as makes 
him eaſy, cheerful and contented, under all the 
common Occurrences of Life, without being ruffled, or 
diſcompoſed, at thoſe little Inconveniencies, or Diſap- 
18 that are continually falling out, and impoſſi- 
le to be prevented. Contrary to this happy Temper, is 
that Peeviſhneſs and Impatience which flings People into 
Rage and Paſſion at every trivial Accident; renderin 
them terrible to thoſe over whom they have a Power, an 
diſagreeable or ridiculous to all the World beſides. People 
of this Sort are wholly incapable of Felicity, ſince no 
Day or Hour almoſt can paſs, without producing to ſuch 
Minds, ſome new Occaſion of Vexation or Diſquietude. 
INE VE R experienced ſo much of this unhappy 
Temper, as I did laſt Summer, when I was, for a Fort- 
night, at the Country Seat of Sir PREVY CArrious. 
This Gentleman has, at leaſt, 6000 J. per Annum, 
in one of the fineſt Counties of Great Britain: Nothing 
can be more magnificent than the antient Seat of his 
Anceſtors, which ſtands in the Midſt of a noble Park, 
at the Diſtance of forty Miles from London. His Lady is 
the moſt obliging and beſt of Wives; his Children, (a Son 
and two Daughters) dutiful, affectionate, beautiful, and 
well accompliſh'd. As for himſelf, he's now juſt 50 
Years of Age ; his Conſtitution robuſt and healthy. He 
has natural good Senſe, and fome Learning, but can't be 
reckon'd a bright Man. His Behaviour to all the World 
is affable and generous : He's temperate and friendly, of 
ſtrict Honour, join'd to a ſincere Regard for the Welfare 
of his Country, which he has long and honeſtly ſerved in 
| Parlia- 


IO 
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Parliament. But, with all theſe good Qualities, he's 
ſelf-opinionated, obſtinate, provoked at every Trifle, and 
violent in his Reſentment, which afterwards he's uſually 


ſorry for, and aſhamed of; ſo that his whole Life is lit- 


tle elſe but Paſſion and Repentance; poſleiling all that the 
Heart of Man can wiſh for, he's the moſt unhappy Fer- 
fon alive, and ſeldom knows a quiet Hour. 

AS we are old Acquaintance, and ſomewhat related 
to each other, after ſeveral Invitations, and much Im- 


portunity, I was prevailed on, at the End of the lait 


deſſions, to bear him Company down to his Eſtate. Ac 
the appointed Time, he called me in his Coach and Six ; 
but we had ſcarce got a Mile upon the Road, e'er one of 
the Horſes dropp'd a Shoe, whereby we were obliged to 
make a Stop at the next Town, to put it on again. This 
Accident quite took away our Enjoyment of the fineſt 
Morning I ever ſaw; for the Knight was ſo enraged, 
becauſe of this Delay, that heiwore and raved at his Ser- 
vants, for a Parcel of curſed Dogs, 'till he was hoarſe 
and faint, and then remained ſilent for above an Hour 
afterwards. A Beginning ſo diſagrecable made me wiſh 
myſelf at Home again : However, by Degrees the Storm 
clear'd away, and he became tolerably converſable. 
About 11 o'Clock we came to an Inn, which it ſeems 
was his uſual baiting Place: Here we alightd : The 
Knight called for a Bottle of Sack, ordered them to 
make a Toaſt, and was very gay and chearful. But, un- 
luckily, the Toaſt was brought without a Nutmeg ; 
which the Knight obſerving, called the Drawer a ſtupid 
Puppy, and aſked him what he meant by it? The Fel- 
low anſwered, ſome Gentlemen did not like it. This 
Reply ſet the Knight on Fire; Such Inſolence, he cry'd, 
was inſupportable ; and ſo, without any more ado, kick- 
ing the Fellow down Stairs, he hurry d to his Coach; 
and though the Landlord came with all the Submiſſion 
poſlible, and I joyn'd my good Offices to his Intreaties, 
nothing could prevail on him to ſtay one Moment in the 
Houſe, but ſetting forward immediately, he vow'd in 
the moſt ſolemn Manner, that he would never come 
within the Doors again. — Almoſt two Hours after this 
were ſpent in venting his Indignation againſt the Fellow, 

as 
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as if he had been preſent, calling him all the Names his 
Paſſion could ſuggeit. 

"WAS Three o'Clock e'er we got to the Houſe we 
were to dine at, whither a Servant had been tent before, 
to make Prov iſion for us. At our Entrance, the Knight 
degg d my Pardon for what was paſt, though I ſaw (he 
{aid} the abſolute Neceſſity he was under of being angry: 
He owned he was apt to bea little paſſionate, but for the 
future he reſolved nothing ſhould put him out of Temper, 
and make him ſuch bad Company. I rejoyc'd to hear 
him take this Refolution, and really began to think he 
would have kept it ; for thongh our Dinner was much 


longer getting ready than we expected, he bore it with 


exceeding Patience, and when it came, liked every 
Thing fo much, that he made the Landlord fit down 
and dine with us, and was extravagant in his Praiſe. 
We eat and drank heartily, and roſe in the beſt Humour 
imaginable, inſomuch that I promiſed myſelf great Sa- 
tisfaction for the other Part of our journey; but it 
happened very miſchievouſly, that our Landlord, as we 
were going into the Coach, came running with a Bottle 
in his Hand, and would needs treat us with a Dram of 
Citron Water, which he ſaid was the beſt in England. 
He filled a Glaſs to Sir PEEVY, who took one little Sip, 
and threw the reſt all over the Man's Face, calling him 
vile Raſcal, and {wearing he meant to poiſon him. At 
this ſudden Paſſion, without any apparent Reaſon, our 
Landlord ſeemed quite Thunder- ſtruck, while the Knight 
continued ſtorming like any Madman. I likewiſe was 


much ſurprized, uutil, upon examining, it appeared, 


that our Landlord, in his Hurry, inſtead of Citron 
Water, had ſratch'd up a Bottle of Elder Vinegar, and 


given a Glaſs of it to Sir PEEvy. This was to plainly 
a Miſtake, that upon aſking him a Thouſand Pardons, 


and fetching the right Bottle, Sir PRE paſs'd it over, 
and even laugh'd at it himſelf ; ſo that we took Coach 
again perfectly compos'd and eaſy, and for ſeveral Hours 
travelled very pleaſantly, the Knight all the Way iaform- 


ing me whoſe Houſes we came near, and giving me the 
whole Hiſtory of the Country. Four Miles from our 
Journey's End, we were met by aboye an Hundred Horſe- 


men, moſt of them his Tenants, with his Bailiff at the 
| Head 
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Head of them; theſe he reccived with abundance of Free- 
dom and Good,- nature, talking to them all by Turns, 
and enquiring after their Wives and F amilies, till we ar- 
rived at his own Seat, where he order'd the Cellars to 
be ſet open for their Entertainment. His Lady and two 
Daughters came out to welcome us ; him they received 
with all imaginable Lenderneſs, me with all poſſible Re- 
ſpect; mutual Enquiries were made after each other's 
Welfare, and we ſpent the Evening very pleaſantly. 
NEXT Day, after Breakfaiting together, the Knight 
invited me to ſee his Houſe and Garden ; this pleaſed me 
very much, having promiſed myſelf a great deal of De- 
light in a fine Collection of Fictures and Curioſities 
which 1 knew his Anceſtors had made. But my Satiſ- 
faction was ſoon interrupted by the unhappy Negligence 
of a Servant Maid, who had left a Pail of Water with a 
Mop in it, at the Top of the great Stair-caſe, not ſup- 
poſing any Body would paſs that Way. Sir PEER vx. 
called to know why thoſe Things ſtood there; and the 
Maid, that was near at hand, making him no ready 
Anſwer, he flung the Pail down Stairs, with ſo much 
Violence, that it burſt in Pieces againſt the Marble Floor. 
The Noiſe brought out his Wife and Daughters to learn 
the Reaſon of it, which occaſion'd more Uneaſineſs; for 
no ſooner did they appear, but he fell on them moſt furi- 
ouſly, charging them with Careleſſneſs, Idleneſs, and alt 
Manner of ill Management, for not looking after their 
Servants. - His Paſſion ſet them all in Tears, and made- 
the Scene too melancholy for me to bear; ſo that, in the- 
Confuſion there was amongſt them, I ilipp'd away to my 
Chamber unperceived. Twas Dinner-time e er the 
Family was ſufficiently compoſed to think of me; and 
then, in Spight of all their Endeavours to conceal it, I 
perceived ſo much Diſcontent amongſt them, as quite 
ſpoiled my Appetite, and made all the Rarities of the Sea- 
ſon, which overſpread the Table, taſteleſs and diſpleaſing. 
Little was ſaid but by the Knight, who put on an awk- 
ward Mirth, to hide his real Vexation : Nobody eat : 
Our ſitting down was merely for the Sake of Form, and 
we "roſe as ſoon as decently we could, all glad to ſeparate 
from one another. For my Part, I pretended Writing, 
and haſted to my own Chamber; Sir PEE vr walked alone 
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into his Garden, and the Ladies withdrew together. 
Some Hours after, I was ſent for to the Tea-T able, where 
the good Lady, in a Manner, that feelingly expreſſed her 
own Concern, defired me to excuſe the Diſorder I had 
Leen Witneſs of, telling me, that certainly her Huſband 
had ſome other Uneaſineſs in his Mind, or ſuch an Ac- 
cident would not have ruffled him ; in the mean while, 
the Knight came in, and made his Apology ; after which, 
we fell into Diſcourſe without ſeeming to remember what 
had happen d: At Supper we found our Stomachs, and 

ed the Evening in Peace. The following Morning 
enjoy d that Pleaſure which the Day before was only 
promiſed me, and ſpent ſeveral Hours in a Gallery of 
the fineſt Paintings I ever ſaw : I went afterwards through 
all the Apartments, which I found wonderfully conve- 
nient, and elegantly furniſh'd. At Dinner, Sir Pzevy 
was ſomewhat diſcompoſed about a Tanzy, but that ſoon 
went off, and in the Afternoon he ſhew'd me his Park 
and Gardens, which are large, commodious, and mag- 
nificent, adorned with. Statues, Water-works, and all 
the Variety that Art and Nature can ſupply. 

IN this delightful Place I could have ſpent a Month 
or two with inexpreſſible Satisfaction, had I not been 
continually diſturb'd by my Friend's unhappy Temper, 
whereof I ſhall trouble my Readers with no more Parti- 
culars. Bat, in ſhort, every Trifle threw him in a Paſ- 
fion, and that diſquieted the whole Family ; our Meals 
were made uneaſy with chiding his Servants all the 
while, or finding Fault with his Wife and Daughters ; 
and after the firſt Week, (during which he ſeemed upon 
his Guard) I found him inſupportable. So, having 
ſuffer d thus a Fortnight, I took my Leave, and ſet out 
Poſt for London, with a fixed Refolution never more to 
ſet my 1 within his Walls. 

* * | 
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Fruſtra, cum ad ſenectam ventum eſt, repetes adoleſcen- 


tiam. Pub. Syrus. 
Sit gravitas, ſitque ipſa tibi veneranda ſenectus: 
Sit quod te noſti vivere velle diu. Long. Mcx. 


In Age to wiſh for Youth, is full as ain, 

As for & Youth to turn a Child again. 

IWalk gravely off, and reverence thy Age, 
Knowing how long thou ated on Life's Stage. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. | 
6 is HOUGH all People are deſirous of long Life, 


yet ſo prepoſterous is the Humour of Mankind, 

that very few can bear the Thought of being ac- 
counted Old. Even I myſelf perceive this Fo/ly growing 
on me as I advance in Years ; and notwithſtanding, 1 
guard againſt it as much as poſſible, find a ſtrange Unca- 
/aneſs come over me, whenever J imagine any Enguirier 
are made about my Age. The other Day, being aſk'd, 
Hou old I was on a proper Occaſion, and in a very 
civil Manner, and tho' I hate E s upon any Account, 
yet I could not forbear replying, with ſome Warmth, 
that I ava, very xvell ; Which is the French Manner of an- 
ſwering that Queſtion : And a little while ago, my Bar- 
ber telling me, that I looked mighty joy for a Perſon of 
my Hare, which I ſuppoſe he intended as a Compliment, 
I felt a Kind of Reſentment riſe againſt the Fellow, and 
immediately reſolved to uſe him with leſs Familiarity, 
ſince he became impertinent ; nay, as I walked along the 
Street, over hearing Somebody ſay, There goes a fine old 
Gentleman, I went home ditcontented with myſelf, and 
was out of Temper all the Evening. : 

THESE ſeveral little Accidents have put me upo 
conſidering how to cure this Weakneſs, which is owing 
to a falſe Shame of appearing what I rea/ly am. In 
order, therefore, to deſtroy the Root at once, and pre- 
ſerve me hereafter from * ulous Endeavours to _ 
4 2 C 
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ceal it, I declare to all the World, that I was born on 
the Sth Day of May, in the Year 1675, and am at preſent 
in my 56th Year. This Confeſſion, though J found 
much Difficulty within myſelf to make it, has already gi- 
ven me Faſc ; and I may ſay of it, as Tom CARELESsS 
did of his Reputation, being told he had loſt it: And is it 
cone then ? ſays he; Pm glad of it with all my 
Heart ; for the keeping it was excceding troubleſome, 

NOTHING is more fooliſh and unnatural than an 
 Age&ation of Touthfulncs in old People: It diveſts them 
of all that Reverence and Authority which Years and 
Experience give, and inftead of rendering them more 
reſpected and eſteemed, az they miſtakenly ſuppoſe it 
will, ſubjects them to the Laughter and Deriſion of all 
that know them. Can any Thing ia Nature be more 
contemptible than an %% Fop, in a gaudy Dreſs, bedaub'd 
with Powder and gay Embroidery, giving himſelf Airs 
of Love and Gallantry, ſinging wanton and drunken 
Catches, and keeping Company with young Rates? 
M hat is this, but to expoſe his Folly, while he fanſies he 
conceals his 2 ears 7 That Courtier was infinitely 
witer, who having ſpent his Youth in Plcafures of all 
Kinds, retir'd from the World, and every Day amus'd 
himſelf with feeding Ducks; of which being aſk'd the 
Reaſon, he aniwer'd with a Sigh, that Ducks don't know 
that I am old | DE 

THIS Deñre of appearing Youthful, in Spight of 
Years, is more evident among the Females; nor is that 
much to be wonder'd at, fince the Reputation and Praiſe 
of Beauty, which o Age is ſure to take away, they 
can't relinquiſh, but with extreme ReluQtance : They 
conſider Youth and Beauty as their greateſt Merit; which 
Miſtake the Men have led them into, by neglecting, for 
theſe ſuperficial and tranſitory Qualifications, Perfections 
much more valuable and permanent, Good-nature, Senſe 
and Virtue. To this are owing all the Arts practited at 
their Toilets; and this Opinion is ſo ſtrong amongſt 
them, that ſcarce a Woman in England but would ſooner 
forgive any Imputation whatſoever than that of being 
old or ugly. My Couſin DozoTHy, who died a 
$pinſter, as I gueſs, about the Age of Fifty, left parti- 
cular Directions in her // 7//, that no [:/cription on her 

Menumcut 
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Monument ſhould make the leaſt Mention, either of the 
Time when ſhe was born, or when the died, adding this 
remarkable Reaſon for it; That a Woman's Age ſhould 
not be told alive or dead; which her Executor cauſed to 
be engraven on her Tomb-Stone, in the Place where the 
Age and Date ſhould otherwiſe have been. This odd 
Epitaph made ſeveral inquifitive People ſearch the Par; 
R-gifter ; but their Labour proved all in vain, for ſhe had 
taken Care to get the Year creed, and had likewiſe blot- 
ted it out of the great Family ib le: So that, in all like- 
lihood, it will ever remain a Secret. 

IT is not above a Month ago fince I was viſiting at a 
Friend's Houſe, who has two unmarried Daughters, that 
are ſo obliging to admit me to their Tea-Table. A Mef- 
ſage came in, whilſt I was there, that Miſs KITTY was 
all alone, and deſired their Company to play with her 
at Puadrille that Evening: Her Mamma and Brother 
Tommy being gone into rhe Country. I fat to near tie 
Door, that I could hear the Footman return their An- 
ſwer, which was, that Miſs Proc and Mrifs Poll v 
-preſented their humble Services, and would not fail to 
wait on her. Theſe young Things have been Marriageable 

Twenty Years, at leaſt, in my Remembrance: And upon 

a ſlender Enquiry who Miſs Kir x was, I found her to 
be the Daughter of an old Acquaintance, that has been 
dead theſe forty Years, - could not forbear ſmiling at 
this merry ay of keeping Age at a due Diſtance ; and 
after our Tea was over, took Leave of the two Mies, 
that I might not hinder them from their Playfelhoww. = 

THE Nennt of this Arctation ſeem to be, either 
an extravagant Fondneſs for ent Pleaſures, together 
with a ſtrong Inclination of purſuing them longer than 

they are ha to and becoming our Time of Life; 
oe elſe an Appreher/fon that by being old we ſhall grow 
neglected, and, in a Manner, thruſt out of the World as 
whlelcſs and impertinent. The firſt of theſe is unnatural 
and ridiculous in itſelf, and the Parent of Follies withont 
End; and as for the other, if fo be our Vontbhb has been 
employ'd in the Exerciſe of Virtue, and the Improvement 
of our Minde, ſo far from having any Thing to fear or 
be aſham'd of in it, o Age will prove both our Glory 
and our Happineſs, and the longer we live, we ſhall be- 
1 F 3 come 
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come more valuable, and more eſteem'd. — An c Man 
that has con/named his Days in Vanity and the Purſuit of 
Plcaſures, without making any Proviſion againſt the 
Time when his Appetites muſt certainly decay, and ſuch 
AAmuſcmefits loſe their Reliſh, is, indeed, unhappy. To 
him all Things grow daily more aud more ditplecaſing, 
ſince he can bear no ſufficient Part in them; the Gratiſ- 
cations of Senſe he has out-liv'd the Enjoyment of, and 
muſt reſign, and the ſublime and laſting Satis/a ion 
which retults from Contempla ion and an Exerciſe of the 
Soul's immortal Faculties, the celeſtial Raptures of the 
Mind, difengaged from worldly Things, he cannot poſſi- 
bly have a Notion of. Therefore, every Thing he ſees 
others take Delight in, is, to him, a Cauſe of Melan- 
chely and Unea ines; becauſe he has no Share in't: He 
becomes envious, prewiſh, cenſorioas, and out of Humour 
with Mankind, valuing notlung but the ph, which he 
is always praiſing, and would, with all his Heart, call 
bc again, and condemning the pre/cnt, which he finds 
himſelf unfit for. Such an one may indeed think % 
Age a great Misfortune, and be aſhamed he has not 
learned to bear and become it better : But no Condition 
or Time of Life is ſo truly worth deſiring as har, 
when Years and Rea ſan have calmed and ſubdued the Pa- 
font; when the Heat and Extravagance of Youth hurry 
on no more to Vice and F<lly ; when Obſervation and 
much Experience have taught a Man /i Wiſdem, viz. 
to know himſelf, and behawe decently ou all Occaſions 
when, by a ſtudious Application, and a long Habit, he 
becomes confirm'd in Firtue, and enrich'd with Know- 
ledge ; when a Life well ſpent affords an exquiſite P/ea- 
fare in the Refection on what's paſt, takes away all dread- 
ful Apprehenſions of Futurity, and gives a 'Temper to en- 
Joy the preſent. 
IT 3s the daily Complaint of thoſe in Years, that 
. young Pecple avoid their Company, and inſtead of paying 
them due Reverence, deſpiſe their Per/ors and laugh ar 
their Advice : And it muſt be owned, this Charge, in 
ſome Degree, is true. But if we examine how the Caſe 
ſtands between them, we ſhall find, moſt commonly, 
that their own Behaviour is the Occaſion of it, and that 
themſelves are the Aggreſſors, and begin the Quarrel. If 
| 5 young 
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young Folks are over-fond of Pleaſure, the o/d ones, I am 
afraid, delight too much in crofling and oppoſing them : 
Aud that more, oftentimes, through Envy, becauſe they 
can't joyn with. them. or to exerciſe their Authority, 
than for any other Reaſon. They are likewiſe apt to 
ſhew an haughty Contempt of the Cuſtoms and Opinions, 

and too frequently of the Underſtanding of their Furiors 2 
And exact an implicit Obedience to their own Vic- 
tates and Commands, without ſo much as vouchſaſing to 
give a Reaſon for them. This is aſſuming. a Power 
which cannot readily be ſubmitted to, and when inſiſted 
on with Obſtinacy and Moroſeneſs, fails not to renden 
them troubleſome and diſagreeable. For my own 
Part, I have reſolved to avoid theſe Miſtakes, from the 
Example of an ancient Gentleman of our Club, who con- 
tradicts every Body, upon all Occaſions, without either 
Temper or good Manners, and whoſe conſtant Argu- 
ment is, if any Diſpute ariſes, that he's the ce in the 

Company: Which, not long ago, a young Fellowy briſkly - 
told him, was a Proof of nothing elſe but hat he had 
Spent much Time to little Purpoſe, 


* * 
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Vive memor, quam ſis ævi brevis. 
| Hor. Sat. 6. Lib. 2. 


Live in Remembrance how ſhort Life ts. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 


TT HERE's nothing I have more at Heart than the 
Improvement of that /oawvely Sex on which the 
Happineſs of human Kind ſo much depends. I 

would have them, (was it poſſible) like their Mother Eve, 
before the Fall, all Charming, without any Defe# or 
Fault; and am as uneaſy when I behold their Foibles, as 
themſelves would be at * on their fine/t-Garments. —__ 
20 4 | 3 
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this Reaſon I publiſh the following Letters, which 1 hope 
may be of Service to them. The , (ſtrange as it may 
be thought) is from a Looiing-Glays, and ſuperſerib'd, 


To the Beauliful ANGELICA, 


MADAM, 


HAVE enjoy'd the Honour of ſerving your Ladyſbip 
ſome Years, during which Time you have been plea- 
ted to favour me with evident Marks of your Eſteem, and 
a Fe miliarity that none of your other Uzen/i/s can boaſt 
of, though many of them my Peters by far. As, there- 
fore, I have /hcxun you to yourſelf ſo often, and been fo 
bappy always to have my Fidelity approved of by your 
Lad: jhip, I hope you will pardon my Beldneſe, in taking 
this Method to difcover to you ſome Failings in yourſelf, 
which my Surface cannot properly repreſent. : 
I 1 may preſume to ſay fo, Madam, you conſult me 
much e ofter, and, J am confident, it would be better 
for you, if you was to be a greater Stranger to me. How 
many Thouſand Times muſt you be told, that you are 
handſome ? I aflure you cf it every Day; but you 
will not be ſatisfy'd unleſs I tell you ſo every Hour, 
nay, almoſt every Moment. I cannot lye ; your Per- 
fen is exceeding amiable ; but I muſt, at the ſame Time, 
inform your Lady/>ip, with my uſual Sincerity, that you 
would be infinitely more .agreeable, if you did not think 
it ſo. Conſider, Madam, I beſeech you, that if you 
come to me ten thouſand Times a Day, I cannot make 
you a bit the better or the hand/omer ; but ſhall certainly 
deftroy one of the fin;/? Ornaments of Beæuty, by ren- 
dering you too well acquainted with your own Per- 
ftections. 4 | 
WHENEVER you ſtand before me, with all your 
Charms ſet forth to the beſt {dvautage, I perceive you 
are apt to wiew yourſelF with too great Pleaſure, and 
grow froud and cenceited of your own Beauty ; which, 
in Time, will make other People ißt and ridicule you; 
and there fore, I honeſtly and ingenuouſly intreat you, to 
ed my Company ; for, Madam, I mult confeis, * 
| the 
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the worſt Enemy the Fair Ones have, can't do them fo 
much Prejudice as | their chicf Favourite. It grieves 
me to the Heart to find it fo, and often puzzles me ex- 
tremely to account for their Fondne/s of me, when I ſo 
continually do them Miſchief. Whether it be, as a 
witty Gentleman once ſaid of me, from my Talent of 
caſting Reflections; or whether it be, from the large 
Quantity of 2uicif/ver which belongs to ne, and with- 
out which I am uſeleſs as well as innocent; for, as the 
Learned obſerve, Madam, Mercury is highly prejudicial 
to your Sex, either when there is too much of it in the 
Compoſition of a Fair Lady, or when it is uſed externally 
as an Help to Beauty : As, in the former Caſe, it is ge- 
nera!ly the Cauſe of excc//ive Levity, fo, in the latter, 
it is always obſerv'd to 4urt the Eyes, and deface thoſe 
Charms which it is deſigned to a and improve :—Or 
whether my gorly-gilded Frame is too apt to infect the 
Mind of the Beholder with Vanity: Or, la, whe- 


ther it be from the Prirzleneſs of my other Materiale, 


which, by a kind of Sympathy, affects People who are 
too frequently converſant with me. From whatever 
Cauſe it proceeds, a Lady who has a fine Face, might al- 


moſt as well fall into the Hands of the Small- Pox, as be 


too often in my Company. © . . 

HOW many charming Creatures have I jpciled, and. 
made Beauty the greatelt Misfortune that could befal 
them! J can't think on't without Concern ! Why 
am I fated to be thus ar/ucty, and injure thoſe the molt 
that love me beſt! Alas !—— Why was I made a 
Looking-Glaſs ! 
Silver, and incloſed in a Frame of Geld! 


Did I af- 


pire to be fxed in this honourable Place, and become a. 


Lady's Fawuurite 1 Oh ! that I had been ſome 
meaner Piece of Furniture ! leſs reſpected, and leſs miſ- 
chievous ! | 

KEEP off, dear Madam, I 3 you, from an 8 
Bappy Thing, which Deſiny makes icious to the 
22 Ser, under eaves - or T Kall ſoon infect 
you with the er Diſca/e incident to Beauiy, and that 
w, Vanity. I am, *is true, a %% ul Servant, if 
employ'd only when I ought to be, which is fim; but 
if a Lady grows ſo fend of me, that ſhe runs to aſk my 
N 1 Oęinion 


Was it my Deſire to be cover'd with 


OY EE LIED — 
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Opinion of every Loot; if ſhe conſults me forty Times 
for once that ſhe goes to her Prayer-Book or Bible, I ſhall 
certainly prove much more hurtful to her than Age or 
Uglineſs. | 

I BEG, Madam, that you'll interpret what your 
peor Servant ſays, to proceed wholly from Reſpect and 
Love for you: 'The tender Regard I have for your 
Ladhſbip, together with ſome Symptoms J lately have diſ- 
cover'd, make me fearful for 0. dread the Appre- 
henfion of bringing Contempt on ſo good a Miftrcſ5, and 
would not for the World be the Occaſion of your loſing 
any one neceſſary Grace of a fine Woman , No! 
rather let me be broken into a thouſand Pieces ! 

I AM not without Fear of giving Offence by the Free- 
dom I have taken; but though you baniſh me your Pre- 
ſence, I cannot forbear ſpeaking, in a Caſe where your 
Lady/hip's Good ſeems ſo much concern'd ; and, indeed, 
if what I dread ſhould come to paſs, it would be better 
for us Both to part for ever :—Better for you to be without 
my Service, than ſuffer by it; and better for ne to loſe 
my Lady, and be thrown into any Corner, than remain 
where 1 am, and be acceſſary and inſtrumental in ſpoil- 
ing as much Swweeeneſs and Beauty as ever Looking-Glaſs 
had the Happineſs to ſhew. 


Jan, MADAM, 
With the moſt dutiful Reſded, 
Your moſt faithful, 


And devoted humble Servant, 


The PARLOUR LOOKING-GLASS. 

THE zext is a Piece of t Antiquity, being writ 
about 200 Years before the 2 * =. myſelf 
obliged to uſe great Liberty in the Tranſlation, to make 
the Sentiments of thoſe early Times intelligible to us. In 
ſhort, it is far from being /tera/, which I freely own, 
2 88 the casilling of thoſe touchy Gentlemen the 
aticks, | 


PUL.GAR 
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PuLcan fo his Daughter SHUAL. 
Anno Mundi 1500. 


c HOU beſt beloved of 41 my Daughters / Obſerve 
6 the Precepts of thy Father : Learn Wiſdom from 
his Experience. Though, like the Cedars planted 
at thy Nativity, thou art now in the full Blum of 
«© Youth and Beauty, and haſt ſeen but one hundred and 
« fifty Years; yet, betimes confider, that thou walt Born 
to dir, and muſt, like hem, decay and periſh, and re- 
« turn to D. — How Hort is Life! What are 
. © ſeven or eight hundred Years, which few exceed, if no 
« Accidents cut them off before ! And to what numerous 
« Accidents is Life expos'd ! —— Thy Mother died in 
bearing zhee, juſt in her Prime and Yigour, when ſhe 
had ſcarce reach d four hundred Tears. Of one hundred 
« ſixty Children which He left me, but ninety now re- 
main; the re are all as if they had ne er been, Re- 
« member this; and in Nouth be mindful of thy Duty. to. 
« that inwi/ible and uncreated Being, who, after this tran- 
« fitory Exiflence, can make thee {we for evermore.——. 
Let not the Flatteries of Men ſwell thee up with Va- 
« nity and Pride, nor believe them when they call thy: 
Charms immortal. They tell thee what is not; a httle- 
while, aſſuredly, will prove them Liars; for nothing 
more certainly takes its Flight than Beauty. Many 
whom now #hca ſeeſt decay d and wither'd,. not above 
tabo or three hundred Tears ago, were, as thou art now, 
admired and courted. Learn then, from them, what 
thou ſhalt be: And ſince Beauty will not continue, 
improve thy Mind with Plety and Firtue : Thus, ſhalt 
thou be always lovely. My Days paſt are eight bun- 
« dred and twenty Years, and ſoon I mult lie daun in 
Darkneſs with my Fathers EN OTR, SEtTHos, and 
« ApDaMan, the unbegotten and firſt of Men. The. 
« Earth aroſe from Mae but fiftern hundred Tears ago; 
and yet all theſe are dead: I too muſt follow, and you, 
muſt do the ſame. Every Thing I fee informs me of. 
Mortality: Trees planted at my Birth are long ago» 
converted into Duſt : Marble hewn: from the Bard 
+. Rocks, and Metals taken from the Mine, in my Ree 
4 * membrance,, 


_— 
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* membrance, are worn out and moulder'd quite away: 
* Houſes have been thrice rebuilt ſince I laid their firſt 
Foundations: Mauntaius are ſunk into the YVallcys, and 
© Rivers have changed their Conrſe within my Memory. 
© Nothing can endure for ever, but He who had no Be- 
< ginning ; Mazkiad muſt be caſt again in the Womb of 
© Nature, as well as Stones and Metals. At preſent 
© thou art young and beautiful; but Age and Death muſt 
come. Of this be always mindful, and puff not up 

«. thyſelf with Pride, nor waſte thy Days in Foolineſs ; 
for Time can never be recalled ; once gone, tis gone for 
* evermore.' 


I DOUBT not, my gentle Readers will believe it 
exceeding ſtrange, that People who lived almoſt a thou- 
ſand Years, ſhould make ads about the C/ of Time, and 
tall of Dying; whereas our Beaux and modern Ladics 
(though Life is Horten d to one tenth Part) find more of 
it on their Hands than they well know what to do with, 
and /quander it awvay as if they were to live for ever. 

| H_* 


r TOO PEEL. 
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F. e nn 
Legem tendere opus. Hon. Lib. 2. Sat. 1, 


' Bryond the Laar s of Satire too ſevere. 


To the AUTHOR of the UxIvERSAL SPECTATOR, 


81 R, | 18 | 
A S have always eſteemed Religion to be one of the 
4 moſt valuable Things in the World, the Perfed io: 
and Glory of human. Nature; J cannot but th'nk, 
an Attempt. to reſcuc it from that general Diſcredit and 
iſregutation it has fallen under in the preſent Age, may 
juſtly claim your Patronage and Encouragement. It 18 
Matter of melancholy Obſervation, that Nen are now 
days as much afraid of being thought Religious, as if it 


were 
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were their real Reproach and Diſparagement. A Saint is 
looked upon, in the current Notions of the Times, as a 
mean and deſpicable Character; and paſſes for little bet- 
ter than an ob/{inate Bigot, or a ſplenatick Enthuſiaſt : To 
call any one /uch, is to deſcribe him as at the fartheſt 
Remove from every polite and gentlemanly Accomplijhment ; 
as a Reſtraint upon the Pleaſantry of good Humour, and a 
Bar to the moſt innocent and allow'd Freedoms of Con- 
&verſation. © 
WHAT ſeems to have given Ri/e to ſo unnatural an 
Aſſociation of the beſt of Things with ſome of the wor /?, 
is the too uſual Irtermixture of them in the Characters of 
many Religioniſts and Dewvotees: For the Generality are 
very apt to judge of the real Nature of Religion from the 
Conduct of ſuch as make a forward Shew and Profe//ion 
of it. When therefore the Religious Part of Mankind 
are commonly not more diſtinguiſhed by the Warmth of 
their Piety, than by that Scurneſi of Temper and Severity 
of Behawiour, which too often accompanies it, tis no 
Wonder if with: the reſt of the }orld, unfavourable Pre- 
judices are hereby received againſt Religion itſelf; which 
is thus eftimated from an unfair Standard, and meaſured 
by a falſe Rule. 2 | | 
IT is equally true of Religion, as of Liberty, that it 
bas not /ufftr'd more by the open Attacks of its awoww'd 
Enemies, than by the indiſcreet Tenderneſs of too many of 
its Friends ; whoſe over-forward Zeal in the Support of 
their Cauſe, has, in all Ages, furniſhed out one of the 
moſt colourable Arguments againit it; and done it more 
real Diſſerwice, than all the united Art and Malice of its 
Oppoſer 5 have uſually been able to accompliſh : For as all 
undue Stretches of Liberty have generally proved the De- 
firuftion of all Liberty, and ſerved only to pave the Way 
for Oppreſſion and Tyranny ; ſo all ver- training in Point 
of Religion, all Attempts to carry it above the common 
Pitch and crdinary Level of human Nature, have as ge- 
nerally ended in the Ruiz of all Religion ; begetting in 
the Minds of Men unconquerable Awverfions to all Appear- 
ances of that Nature, and laying the Foaundations. of a 
thoraugh Contempt of every Thing Serious and Sacred. 
AND yet, notwithſtanding that this Ob/erwation is 
thus abundantly confirmed by the Experience of all ga 
IEF Agen, 


110 The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR. 


Ages, how ſlender a Regard do we find paid to it in ow 
ozwn It is the more general Turn of ſuch among us, as 
would be thought firm to the Intere/?s of Religion, to 
repreſent it as far more burthenſome and difficult than it is 
in its owon Nature: They love to inlarge the Sphere of 
Duty, under a Perſuaſion, that there can be no ſuch 

hing as erring on the firifer Side; little conſidering, 
that by pointing their Aims too high, they may really 
ever-/hoot their Mark ; and by labouring to bring Men 
under too great Reſtraints, word up their Minds to a 
therough Impatience of any. 

WE have frequent Complaints both from the Pr:/5 
and Pulpit of that Spirit of Cawilling and Scepticiſm, 
which is become ſo much the Tafte of the preſent Times. 
What Share of his is chargeable upon that gleomy and 
forbidding Aſpe& which Religion is made to bear in the 
Lives of ſome modern Pietiſts, I will not determine; 
but ſurely hey, who are fo much the Inſtruments of 
making Men out of Love with Religion, can have no 
Grounds to wonder, if they find them afterwards daily 
_ Giſputing againſt it. | 

SEVERUS is a Religioniſt of this rigid Stamp; he 
is a Stranger to all Temper in his Religion + SEVERUS 
thinks no Mas ſufficiently devout, who is not always upon 
his Knees 2 He has ſuch a Fondne/s for Retirement and. 
Contemplation, that he looks upon it as e/fential to the 
Character of a truly good Chriftian, to wear Life away, 
like has dun, in almoſt one uninterrupted Series of Reli- 
gious Exerciſes. Severus is altogether for a recluſe 
and ſolitary Piety; it being impoſſible, in 4is Opinion, 
to /ive amidſt Corruptions of Society, and not bear a Par: 
in them : He makes no Difference but in Name, between. 
afing this World, and abuſing it. Skvzxus is ſuch an 
trreconcileable Enemy to all Licentiouſneſs, that he ſcarce 
allows himſelf the moſt innocent Enjoyment of his na- 
tural Liberty > He eſteems every Inſtance of indulging 
" his Paſſions, as a criminal Scnſuality, and reſolves utterly 
to renounce his natural Appetites as the only Security 
againſt becoming a Slave to them. Could Severus 
poſſibly have dewi/ed a more effectual Method of di/coura-. 
ging Mankind from Religion, than the giving hem thus 
a d/advantageaus View of it ? As if it were a State al, 

. | together 
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together dark and comfortleſs, clouding all the Satisfa#i- 
ons of Life, and imbittering the very Reliſh of Being. 
MATRONA is a Woman of great Piety, but of a 
caſt of Mind ſomewhat too Harſb and moreſe : She is ever 
reading Lectures of Morality to all about Her; for /be 
thinks no Converſation can be perfectly innocent that does 
not turn upon ſuch /erious Subjefts, MaTRONA has 
ſuch an utter Diſlike and Contempt of all prophane and 
ludicrous Diſcour ſings, that e is almoſt offended, and put 
out of Temper at the moſt harmleſs Feſt. When a Vein 
of Chearfulneſs and good Humour has began to enliven the 
reſt of the Company, MaTrona conſtantly afſumes a 
more diſtinguiſhed Gravity, and is all over Formality and 
Reſerve. MaTRrONa carries the Duty of Reproof to ſo 
extravagant a Heighz, as to regard neither Times, Places, 
nor Perſons in the Exerciſe of it: Every little Flaw 
in Conduct, every trifling Levity of Expreſſion, whilſt 
in her Preſence, is ſufficient to bring you under her im- 
mediate Animadwerfion, and to open the Door to a large 
Train of moral Reflections and good Advice: Vet Ma- 
TRONA Cannot but know, — He reftect a little, that 
few People are able to bear being reprowed in Publick. 
Such unſeaſonable Admonitions inſtead of working any 
Amendment in the offending Party, generally ſerve no 
other End but to rai/e his Spleen, and kindle his Re/ent- 
ment againſt the indiſcreet Reprover. MaTRona's 
Piety has ſomething ſo very angraceful in the whole Air 
and Turn of it, that it paſſes with many for little elſs 
but natural Su/lexneſs, Severity, or Oftentation:: So far 
is ſhe from reflecting any Credit upon Religion, that were 
we to form a Judgment of its true Nature and Genius, 
from the Effects it has upon her Conduct, it muſt be 
thought the moſt preciſe, ill-bred, ſpiritleſs Thing in Na- 
ture, MaTRoNa talks ſo much of the Regard be 
bears to the Intere/ts of Piety, that her Sincerity in this 
Point cannot fairly be called in Queſtion: yet . 
acts all this while as if ſhe was the greateſt Foe to 
Piety in the World, for ſhe really frights Men from its 


Embrace: [ 
Qualities, and 


SEBASTIUS has many excellent 
might be a real Ornament to his Religion, if he would 
but abate ſomething of the extreme Rogour of it. Sx- 
| 8 | BASTIUS 
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BASTIUS has ſeveral Chi/dren, whom he is ſo deſirous to 
bring up pie and wirtuouſly, that he never thinks he 
can be enough careful of their Morals. SeBasTIUs is 
not ſatisfy d with cautioning them againſt the corrupt 
Practices of the Veld, but he endeavours as much as 
poſſible to prevent their mixing at all with it: For this 
Reaſon, he never ſuffers any under his Charge to frequent 
the publick Entertainments, or be preſent at any of the 
faſhionable Places of polite Reſort. He looks upon the 
very Air of ſuch Places as infeious. The young Pecple 
complain that they are ſeverely dealt by, in being d-ny'd 
thoſe Libertics which others in their Station and Circum- 
Kances, are :ud/ged without Scruple. Reffraint does 
but give them Jig her Notions of ſuch gay Pleaſures, and 
Aronger Deferes atter them: Whereas, were they but per- 
mitted to make the Experiment of them, they would 
ſoon be convinced how falſe and unſatisfy ing they really 
are, how unable to afford any ſolid and laſting Happineis. 
For if, Sz3asTivs, your Children be in themſelves 
<v;fe and wirizous, they will quickly get above theſe 
trifing Gaieties ; if they are otherwiſe, Confinement can 
never make them do fo. In the mean Time, SR BASTHIus, 
conſider a little what it is you are doing: Aſk yourſelf, 
whether the Track ycu are purſuing does not lead you 
directly contrary Ways to what you intend it ſhould : 
For mdeed, how unhkely is it, you ſhould ever engage 
young Minds to the Love of Religion, by teaching them 
to Conceive of it as a State of painful Diſcipline and Self- 
denial] * With how unkwely and uninviting a Face muſt 
Piety appear to them, whilſt they imagine it to be an 1//- 
ratur d Contradiction to all the pleaſurable Freedoms of 
Life, an Intrenchment upon all that % and the Verla 
think joyous and A ſirable, | 
- JULIA is very fri in her own Condud?, and 
therefore very ſevere upon that of others. Her Diſcourfe 
_ continually turns upon the Faults and Mifcarricges of 
ſome of her Neighbours, where ſhe makes no Allowance 
for Difference of Tempers and Conſtitutiens, but cenſures 
all whoſe Behaviour and Way of Life does not happen to 
fall in exacthy with her own Taſte. ” 
IU LIA, no Doubt, has Ways of foft'ning all this 
Spleen to Ber/olf,, under forme milder Character; but a 
ES 2Þ WR” diſſolute 
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 #*/elute World will be very glad to lay hold on fo fair 
an Occaſion of quarrelling with Religion, when they 
obſerve, that ſo very Religious a Woman as JuL1a is 
eſteemed to be, can yet be ſo very ſplenetick and ill- 
natur d. | 

EUSEBIA is a great Dewotionaliſt: She ſpends 
much of her 'Time in Prayer and Retirement, and rans 
through the whole Circle of Religious Exerci/cs, both 
publick and private, with a moſt ſcrupulous Exa@re/-. 
Faſtiug ſhe takes to be one main Article of Chrifiiar 
Duty; and therefore ſhe is very regular in the C/ of it, 
though it always injures her Health, aud ſpoils her Ten- 
per : She is ſo great an Admirer of Books of Devotion, 
that rather than omit one Prayer her Form preſcribes, 
ſhe will often ſtay ſo long in her Chet, as to render 
herſelf thoroughly unfit for all Intercourſe with her 
Family. If you happen to ſee EustBra at any of the 
more /c/emn Secfons of the Year, or during her Week of 


Preparation for the Sacrament, you ſee her the moſt 


anxious fretful Creature living » She is diſturbed at 
every little cro/s Accident, and unable to bear up under 
the moſt trifling Diſappointment : She is equally diſtatif- 
fy'd with her/e/f, and with all about her She gives up 
her Mind a Pra to a 'Thouſand ſuper flitions Fears and 
melancholy Scruples, which, at ſuch Times eſpecially, 
_ crewd in thick upon it, as being then in the propereſt 
Poſture to receive them: She 4nowws no Foy in any 
Thing: The Truth is, ſhe has ſadden d and worn out her 
Spirits in the multiply d Uſe of tedious Rituals and dewert 
Formularies, and pray'd herſelf thoroughly out of Hu- 
mour. EUSEBIA is much concerned that her Children 
diſcover but little of their Mother's Reliſb for a Life of 


Dewo!ion, and yet, perhaps, ſhe need go no further for 


the true Reaſon of this, than to that di/couraging Repre-' 
ſentation of it ſhe has ever been ſetting, before their Eyes : 
For ſurely either EuszBra is a Franger to the true 
Spirit and Temper of Devotion, or 'tis no Wonder the 
Generality of Mankind ſhould be ſo aw'd, ſo intirely 
dead to all drwout Sentiments. 
I HES E are ſome of thoſe many falſe Species of 
Religion, which do undeſervedly paſs current with Peo- 
ple of warm Imoginations, under the ſacred: Stamp of 


true 


| 
| 
f 
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true Piety; of which, I ſhould now go on to exhibit the 
enuine Characters and diſtinct Proportions, but that I 


* already treſpaſſed too far upon your Reader's Pa- 
tience, I may probably reſume this Subject in ſome fu- 
ture Letter, in order to do full Juſtice to it: At pre- 
ſent, I ſhall only obſerve in general, that the true Species 
of Refgion is as compleatly amiable in itſelf, as it ts 
widely different from any Thing here deſcribed. 

UPON the accu, it appears, I think, a neceſſary 
Piece of Caution to all who would be juſtly thought 
Friends to true Picty, that they beware how they admit 
any of theſe adulterous Mixtures into the Compoſition of 
it; for when ſuch mi/-apen Pictures are ſet to View, 
even of this Faire of all Originals, it becomes rather 
the Object of Mens Aver ſion than of their Lowe. The 
World is more inclined to /augh at ſuch reforming Zealots 
as quite ver- ad their Part, than to Iiſten to them. They 
may weak:n and exp?/e their Cauſe, but can never /erve 


sf. 
Jan, SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


SOBRIUS. 
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Bambalio, clangor, ſtridor, taratantara, murmur. 
; Faru. Rhyt. 


' Stammering, Shouting, Shrieking, Thundring, Grambling. 
To Henry STONECASTLE, Ei; 
SIX. 5 
Y OU was pleaſed ſome Time ago, to publiſh an 


Experiment of mine on Neble Blood, which en- 
courages me to inform the World by your Means, 


of another D;/covery no leſs valuable. 


THERE" 


them 
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THERE's a certain Diftemper, now-a-days, exceed- 
ingly troubleſome, and mighty frequent ; which, not- 
withſtanding, I don't find deſcribed, either by the Phy- 
/icians of Antiquity, or our more learned and curious 
Moderns : And this, for Want of a better Name, I ſhall 
call the Talting Evil. Whether it was unknown to the 
Antients, or omitted by them through Negligence or In- 
advertency, I leave to better Judgments ; though it 
ſeems to me more probable, that they looked upon it as 
a Diſeaſe incurable, and therefore would not ſpend their 
Time and Pains in vain about it. But why our preſent 
„ who by innumerable Inſtances have proved 

elves leſs cautious of labouring to no Purpoſe, never 
yet attempted it, is not eaſy to conjecure. 

THIS Malady ſeizes Perſons of all Ages, Sexes and 
Conditions; though it is more common, and uſually moſt 
violent among the Females, when they arrive at Years 
of Maturity. The Parts immediately affected are the 
Tongue, and other Organs of Speech, which it throws 
into ſupernatural Motions, without any Regularity or 
Intermiſſion; by which Motion a continual Sound of 
Words is form'd, mechanically, that imitates the Diſcourſe 
of an healthy Perſon, and ſeems as if it were voluntary; 
but with a little Attention may be diſtinguiſh'd from it, 
by the Hurry, Incoherence, and Vebemence wherewith it 
iſſues forth. Such as are afflicted with this Diſfemper, 
are known by an unuſual Zagerne/s in their Looks, a vi- 
ible Reſtleſineſ and Impatience while any Body elle is 
ſpeaking, and an haſty and oftentimes unmarnerly Inter- 
ruption of other People with ſomething intirely from the 
Purpoſe ; which is commonly ſucceeded by a ropid Tor- 
rent of Words, with /ittle or no Meaning, that will not 
4 reſtrained *'till it leaves them quite ſpent and breath- 
els. 

FROM theſe Symptoms I may venture to infer, that 
this Diſfemper is a Kind of Lunacy ; which, I believe, 
will eafily be admitted, by any Body who curiouſly ob- 
ſerves the Behaviour of ſuch People, during their 7a/k- 
ing Fits. For, at thoſe Times, the Animal Spirits are 
wound up ſo much above their natural Standard, that, 
as ſome Sorts of Mad. falls, in whom the Spirits take ano- 
ther Courſe, are indued with ſuperior Strength of Limbs, 

| | in 
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in theſe the Lungs and Tongue are ſo ſurpriſingly invigo- 
rated, that they are able to out ten other People :— 
But as the Strength in one Caſe, is conducted by no Rea- 
fon, nor apply'd to any uſeful Purpoſes, ſo the Diſcour/z 
in t'other, is trifling and infigniticant, a racer Jargon 
of Words, heap'd together without either Senſe or Judg- 
ment. It is very common to fee People in this Di- 
femper agitated as if they were poſſeſſed, ſtaring with 
their Eyes, nodding with their Heads, flinging about 
their Arms, ſhaking their Sides with laughing at their 
own Impertinence, talking for Hours together with the 
utmoſt Aſſurance, and before all Sorts of Company, of 
what they are entirely ignorant, and ſeizing People by 
main Force to hear them, in ſuch a Manner, that No- 
body can doubt their Madue/c. | 

BUT, notwithſtanding, I am apprehenſive ſome Ob- 


Jeetions may be brought againſt the above Opinion, which, 


therefore, I ſhall conſider e er I proceed farther. In 
the nrſt Place, it may be argued, that % People eat, 
drink, ſlcep, and perform the ſeveral Offices of Life, 
without any conſiderable Irregularity ; but this is no 
more than what other Mad fals do between the Fits; 
when they uſually appear calm and reaſonable, till the 
Spirits take again that particular wrong Turn, which is 
the unhappy Occaſion of the Diſeaſe. Secondly, they 


are themſelves inſenſible of any ſuch Diſiemper. But is 


that a ſufficient Caufe to doubt of it, in Oppoſition to 
ſuch firong Proofs ? Or was a Madman ever yet believed 
the more for denying himiclf to be fo. Thirdly, it 
may be ſa d, that ſuppoſing che People indeed are mad, 
yet, as it does not ſhorten their Days at all, nor make 
them any Ways miſchievous, it is needleſs to attempt 
their Cure. IL'Il allow the firſt Part of this Objection to 
prevent Diſputes, becauſe as yet I am unable to prove 


the contrary ; though ſuch an extravagant Conſumption 


of Breath and Spirits muſt probably wear them out be- 
fore their Time; but the latter Part I abſolutely deny; 
for, although theſe Lunaticks don't attempt to beat, or 
offer any open. Violence to thoſe they meet, yet every 
Body is in Danger from them of being #a/ked to Death; 

and that, I'm ſure, is a moſt barbarous and horrid Kind 
of Murder, La/} of all, it may be aſked, how it 
4. 5 comes 
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comes to paſs, that Nobody hit on this but me? To 
which I thall only anſwer, that this Diſcovery, like 
many others, 1s, perhaps, rather owing to Accident 
than Study. 

FINDING a Diſtemper out, the Proverb ſays, is 
half the Cure: Wherefore, having ſhewn the Taſting 


Lil to be a Sort of Lunacy ; in the next Place, I ſhall 


preicribe ſuch Remedics as the Cale itſelf requires. But, 
before 1 attempt this, it ſeems necefiary to lay down 
ſome Rules whereby to know when People are really i// 
of this Diſe . Note therefore, if any Perſon uſes a 
Multitude of Words without a AMeaniug; if he aſks 
abundance of impertinent Pucfiions ; if he has not Pa- 
tience to hear any Body cle ſpeak, but interrupts Folks, 
and tals at the ſame I ime thicy are talking; if he relates 
Trifies as Matters of great Importance, and tells a Com- 
pany of inſipid Series, meerly for the Sake of telling 
them; if he tires People with Accounts of himſe F and. 
his own Affairs, wherein they no Ways are concerned, 
without perceiving that he's troubleſome: In ſhort, if 
he rambles witdly on from one Thing to another, and 
knows not how to hold his Tongue, I pronounce him 
tar gone in this Difemper. But, as Examples may make 
it fill more evident, I ſhall give you Tome within my 
own Knowledge. 

A FRIEND of mine is ſo wondertully afflicted with 
this Diſorder, that, as ſoon as e'er he ſees you, aſter 
the firſt Compliments are over, he ſeizes you by the Bar- 
ton, Which is a ſure Token of the Acces of the Fit; in 
an Inſtant his Mouth opens, his Eyes are fixed upon you, 


his Lips move with an inconceivable Swiftnets, and he: 


falls a Talking in a continued rambling Strain, without 
Senſe or Reaſon, Pauſe or I ntermiſſion - neither regarding 
whether you hear him, nor waiting for Aniwers to his 
Queſtions, till after two or three Hours, the Rapidity of 
his Spirits being a little abated, he ſtops, like a Clock 
that is run down. During the Paroxiſm, he foams at 
the Mouth, and ſlavers, and ſputters in your Face; and 
what is worlt of ail keeps his Hold ſo faſt, that it is 
impoſfible to get from him; ſo that he is the Terror and 
| Affliction of all his Friends. I remember, he was 
remarkable in his Youth, for an extraordinary * 
| an 
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and Conceitedneſs in his Behaviour, which, growing up 
with him, turned to this Diffemper, and now he is Sixty - 
four, I'm afraid it is incurable. 

ANOTHER Caſe is, of a Maiden Relation, who 
is ſomewhat turned of Fifty; Se differs from the Gen- 
tleman above - mention d in many Particulars ; for, where- 
as, in the Fits, he talks loud and f2f, and with great 
Fluency and Yehemence; ſhe, on the contrary, ſpeaks 
mighty few and u, and bums, and haus, and he /;- 
tates at every Word, as if ſhe was half aſleep. Her 
Fits alſo continue longer, and She's apt to be excecding 
angry, if People don't /ifter to her with great Attention, 
and anfever to all ſhe ſays.— About the Age of 'Twenty- 
two, ſhe happen'd unfortunately to be creſ'd in Love, 
which threw her into a melancholy complaining Way 
for near two Years ; that was ſucceeded by an Humour 
of advifing young Women never to believe the Men; 
and afterwards the Ta/king-Ewi/ came upon her. 

IAM likewiſe acquainted with a whole Family la- 
bouring under this Misfortune, to the great Affliction of 
all the Neighbourhood ; the Mother, Daughters, Son, 
all ſeem equally diſorder d, with ſome little Difference 
in the Symptoms. The good Lady herſelf makes you fit 
down by her, taxes you by the Hand, holds you for 
half a Day, and afks you in the moſt ſerious Manner, if 
your Grandfather had any Children ? If the Sun ſhines 
in your Country ? If Sea-Water is freſp or ſalt; and a 
Thouſand ſuch- like Queſtions, which ſhe forces you to 
anſwer very particularly. At the ſame Time her Son 
aud Daug hers talk to you, all roegether, as fait and loud 
as poſſible, without minding oue Word each other ſays, 

with ſet Countenances of Importance inform you as a 
rare Diſcovery, that their Uncle's Daughters are all Girl: ; 
that the Fields are pleaſanteſt in Summer ; that excry B 
muſt die; and other Matters of equal Conſcquence ; 
which prove that the reaſoning Faculties are much im- 
pair'd, and the Brain exceedingly diſcompos'd. 

AND now, as to the Cure. —— Firſt of all I adviſe, 
that the Patient be let Blood plentifully, to abate the 
Turbulence of the Spirits; after which, confine him to 
his Chamber, give him every other Day a Purge by Way 


of Revulſion ; allow him Pen, Ink and Paper, that "_ 
» 
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of the peccant Matter may be diſcharged by Writing ; 
and continue this Courſe till you find the Deſire of Tall- 
ing moderated. In flight Caſes and young People, this 
alone will work a Cure, repeating it as you find Occa- 
fion ; but where the Diftemper is more inveterate and 
confirmed, add frequent Beatings ; and if nothing elſe 
will do, lay a perpetual Blifter upon the Tongue. While 
the Patient is under Cure, ſaffer Nobody to ſpeak to 
him upon any Occaſion, and when pretty well, give 
him Night and Morning an Ounce of Lenitive Electuaty, 
that the Humour may find an open Paſſage downwards, 
and be diſcharged into its proper Channel. 

I AM ſenſible this Method is attended wiah great 
Difficulty and Trouble ; wherefore, that none may want 
an Opportunity of Cure, 1 have hired an airy conie- 
nient Houſe with large Gardens, where People may be 
placed under my own Inipeftion, I beg the Favour of 
your Recommendation, and am with great Reſpect, 


SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
| And Correſpondent, 


SIME ON PROBE, 


I THINK Mr. Pons deſerves Encouragement ; 
and therefore, all Perſons who have Relations, Friends, 
or Acguæ intance, under this M:sfirtune, are hereby au- 
thorized to ſeize them out of Hand, and carry them to 


hin for Cure. 
* 


Turbant 
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Turbant ſed extollunt. + Embl. 
They confound, yet commend them. 


From my Flouſe i: the Minories. 


ties, which I have obſerved Perſons, who arrogate to 

themſelves the Epithet of J/e//-5red, often fall into. 
As I thought it unneceſſary to recommend a polite Beha- 
viour, it being univerſally approved, as it is pretended 
to by every one above the Rank of a Peaſant ; ſo I ſhall 
now touch on thoſe Faults only (proceeding from Over- 
fight, Neglect, or Contempt) in Point of good Manners, - 
which render us either troubleſome, or little agreeable 
in Converſation. For Example, HiPyos is a very ho- 
neſt Gentleman, Good-natur'd and Friendly, and would 
be agrecable Company, if there was not ſo great a Sym- 
pathy between his Hands and his Tongue, that one never 
moves without the other, and while he talks, you wou'd 
think he was beating Time to his Periods. I obſerve, 
when any of his Acquaintance perceive he is going to 
tel! a Story, they get as far as decently they can out of 
his Reach, for he is ſure to punch his next Neighbour 
black and blue to enforce his Attention: Nay, he is ſo 
uſed to this Way of quick ning his Auditors, that wich- 
out being ſenſible of what he did, and carry'd away by 
the Heat of his Diſcourſe, I have ſeen him thump an 
empty Chair till he had puſh'd it out of Reach, and he 
has then drawn his own after it. Cachinna has a good 
Share of Wit, and tells a Story very agrecably ; but ihe 
ſpoils all by the Horle-Laugh the raifes at her own Jeſts, 


1 a former Paper, I took Notice of ſome Incivili- 


- 


and the Pains ſhe takes to explain them; which, tlioagh 
ſlle does not mean it, is a downright Affront on the Un- 
derſtanding of all the Company. I was the other Day 
in a polite Aſſembly, when Casipore came in, who 
ſeeing Mr. BeaTruz, immediately enquired after the 
Welfare of his Bitch GrrskE r, which inſenſibly = 
3 un 
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him into a Detail of her Virtues, and an Account of the 
Birds he had taken that Seaſon ; he grew warm in his 
Narration, Shot, Set, and huuted the Seaſon over again, 
and engroſſed all the Talk to himſelf, thought not two in 
Company (which conſiſted moſtly of Ladies) underſtood 
his Terms; and not one found any Entertainment, till 
the Care of his Horſes came into his Head, and made 
him beg Pardon for an abrupt Departure, which none of 
us had thought ſo, had he taken Leave as ſoon as he was 
ſeated. As this Gentleman never mentions any 'Thing but 
his Sports, and ſeems acquainted with Dogs and Horſes 
only; ſo Nosos never entertains the Company with 
other Diſcourſe than that of his Maladies, and will even 
at Meals talk very ſavourly of Cathartics, Emetics, 
Salwes, Poultis's, Bolus's, Paragoric Draughts and Sudo- 
rifics. MarTix1vus ſets up for a Cenſor in all Com- 
pany, and, as the French lay, de gaite de cœur, expoſes 
himſelf to numberleſs Aﬀronts. He will in a publick Aſ- 
ſembly criticize on the Conduct, Dreſs, or Works of any 
preſent, and thinks he is never Entertaining, but when 
he puts Somebody to the Bluſh. There is nothing more 
difficult than to adviſe a Friend of his Errors; it's a very 
ticklith Point: and if a prudent Man can hardly find 
the Method to adviſe a Friend, and not make an Enemy, 
how few thank MarTin1vus, for his publick Animad- 
verſions ! or more properly, how many are there who 
reſent the Liberty he takes of reproving them ! I know 
another Gentleman, who, becauſe he has a great Eitate, 
thinks he may be free with the Character of every one 
inferior to him in the Goods of Fortune. MarTinius 
expoſes you under the Pretence of Concern and the Maſk 
of Friendſhip ; this Gentleman, to have the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing you in Confuſion, and to make himſelf and the 
reſt of his Company merry at your Expence, though he 
has often ſuffered by this ill natur d and unpolite Temper, 
fought ſeveral Times, and been wounded almoſt as x *y 
yet continues incorrigible, notwithſtanding no Man in 
Europe pretends to be more polite. It is for the Service 
of theſe Gentlemen thar I beg Leave to tranſcribe a Pa- 
ragraph from the 4bbor de Bellegarde in his Reflections 
upon an unpolite Behaviour, There are ſome Defects ſo 
obvious, that it's impoſuble they ſhould eſcape our 

Vo I. II. G Notice; 
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Notice; but we are not always to ſhew that we per- 
ceive them, much leſs ought we to mention them, or 
make them Matter of Reproach to thoſe who have fal- 
© len into ſuch Errors: It is ſhewing too great an Opi- 
nion of ourſelves, and being over- nice, if the Imper- 
« feftions and Weakneſs of our Neighbours meet with 
no Indulgence from us. This falſe refin'd Taſte, is 
* commonly the Mark of a narrow Genius, or great 
* Preſumption.' 

LADY: MaxLove thinks herſelf a Model of good 
Breeding ; yet I have ſeen her place her Cat in an Elbow 
Chair at Dinner above a Woman of Quality, and cut for 
Puſs before any at the Table were ſerved. She's extremely 
fond of her Title, and tenacious of her Rank, which 
makes her ſo unpolite, as always to get firſt into her 
Coach, go the firſt out of her Houſe, and help herſelf 
the firſt (Pu excepted) at her own Table. 'I'here are 
many Failures in Good-manners, through an over: care of 
being complaiſant ; theſe are excuſable; but where we 
take a Privilege of being rude on Account of Fortune or 
Title, we ſ meet with Quarter. A certain Erg/i/> 
Nobleman, Ambaſſador to Lewis XIV. of France, was 
going with his Majeſty to take the Air, the King put 
him — to go firſt into the Coach, upon which Oc- 
caſion he made Ceremonies, and begged he might, as it 
was his Duty, follow his Majeſty ; which Failure in 
Point of Politeneſs, the King made him ſenſible of, by 
ſaying, Sir, I know Tm King of France. We are rather 
to obey, than make any ceremonial Conteſts with thoſe 


who are greatly our Superiors. 
A FFABI LITY ſpeaks the Perſon of Diſtinction, 


whereas a diſtant and haughty Carriage begets Hatred 


tempt is always paid with Heart-burnings and Diſdain. 
Though Fortune may have placed us in a diſtinguiſhed 
Rank, yet has ſhe not made us more than Men, refin'd 
our Clay, or given a richer Tincture to our Blood. Birth 
does not exempt us from a certain Complaiſance to the 
meaneſt Peaſant, which Humanity and 2 require 


even from Princes; and which Policy engages the moſt 


elevated to practiſe. Moa 1A builds ſo much - «of 
| 2 
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Title, that ſhe thinks Good-manners ought to be ſhewn 
to none who does not wear a Coronet ; her Title gives 
her Power to decide, to talk dogmatically on Subjects ſhe 


is a Stranger to, to ſpeak loud or Whiſper in Company, 


to be inattentive, or to turn her Back on the Perſons who 
addreſs themſelves to her, or to be guilty of the higheſt 
IIl-manners to her Inferiors, which ſhe falſly imagines 
| ſpeaks an Air of Grandeur, and makes her reſpected : 
Whereas it ſhews either an exceſſive Vanity, or ftupid 
Ignorance of what becomes and is expected from her. 
It's a Folly, which makes her as many Enemies as ſhe 
has Acquaintance ; for as the Abbot whom I've already 
quoted, very juſtly remarks, An unmannerly Beha- 
« viour is a Vice which renders a Man more deſpicable, 
© and leads him into more Scrapes than any other ; we 
can forgive his Weakneſs, nay, excuſe the Sallies of 
* his Paſſion ; but Ill-manners is a Sort of Habitude by 
* which we are continually made uneaſy, and touches 
© us to the Quick, eſpecially when we perceive it is from 
* Deſign, for then it ſpeaks Contempt, which is never 
* pardon'd ; for we have ever Complaiſance enough for 


* ourſelves to think we merit ſome Attention.” The 


Spaniſh Proverb ſays, La Cortefia cofta' poca y vale mu- 
cho ; Complaiſance cofts little, and is worth much. We 


may ſay, IIl-manners coſts much, and is worth nothing; 


for it's certain, it loſes us that Eſteem, which Men are ſo 
anxious to obtain, that they become perfect Slaves to 
the World for it : It makes us Enemies of Friends, and 
can anſwer no End. | 
THERE are ſome, who from an over Modeſty, fin 
againſt Good-manners ; I acknowledge in this forward 
Age there are not many of this Claſs. I remember an 
Old Story, which (as the [talians ſay, Si non e vero e 
bene trovato) very whimſically condemns this Sort of 
Rudeneſs : * A Gentleman who had loſt his Way, and 
was benighted on the Derbyhire Moores, rode up to a 
little Hut, and aſked the Owner, if he could put him 
in the Road to any Village where he mighr take up for 
that Night. The Fellow told him, there was none 
near, or eaſy to be found, but, if he pleas'd, he would 
* ſhew him to a Gentleman's Houſe about half a Mile 
off. where he would be hoſpitably received; but, con- 
G 2 | tinued 
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« tinued the Fellow, he beats all his Gueſts after he has 
treated them. The Gentleman, who preferred the 
« Riſque of a Beating to lying under the Canopy of Hea- 
ven, deſired the Man to guide him. He found a hu- 
mane Reception, and was treated by the Gentleman of 
« the Houſe with great Civility and Openneſs. After 
Supper, his kind hoſpitable Landlord aſked, if he 
would take a Bottle of Beer or of Port. "The Stranger 
« choſe the latter ; this being drank, he was aſked, if 
« he would have t'other Bottle, or go to Bed ? Ou his 
_ «. Chuſing to withdraw, the Gentleman of the Houſe 
«- waited on him to his Chamber, and there, deſiring he 
«would think himſelf at Home, took his Leave. Next 
« Morning when he was ſtirring, a Servant told him, 
his Maſter ſtaid Breakfaſt till he came down. In the 
Hall, his Hoſt aſked, if he would have Coffee, Tea, 
or cold Veniſon Paſty, with a Bottle of March Beer. 
He choſe the Paſty and Beer. Breakfaſt beiug over, 
the Stranger returned 'Thanks for his hoſpitable Recep- 
tion, and begged Leave to purſue his Journey. His 
Horſes and Servant were immediately called tor, and 
the two Strangers parted very civilly. When he was 
out of the Gate, and thought himſelf no longer in Dan- 
ger of a Beating, he turned back and told the Gentle- 
man the Character the Countryman had given him, 
and if it was true, deſired to know by what good 
Fortune he had eſcap'd. Sir, ſays his Hoſt, the Fellow, 
in the main, ſpeaks Truth ; but I beat only thoſe un- 
manner Fellows who deſerve Correction ; who not 
content with my treating them in the beſt Manner 
I can, will put me to the Trouble of divining their 
Taſte. If I aſk one of theſe Puppies, Will you drink 
Red or White Wine, or will you rather have Beer ? 
Shall I help you to Beef, Mutton, or Fowls. They'll 
5 anſwer, which you pleaſe. Shall we take t'other bot- 
« tle, or will you go to Bed? J as ycu plesſe. Which 
s Impertinence, I own, puts me out of all Patience; 
but as I found you a reaſonable and well-bred Man, it's 
* no Wonder we part in as friendly a Manner as we at 


9 firſt met. 
eff | K 
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Some ſecret Truths, from learned Pride conceal d. 
To Maids alone and Children are reveal'd : 
What ! tbough no Credit doubting Wits may give 
The Fair and Innocent all til] believe. 
Rape of the Lock. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


Printed Advertiſement was thruſt into my Hand, 
A as I walk'd along the Street this Morning, which 
I] imagined to be a #iendly Information where to 
find ſome one or other of thoſe generous Virtua, who, 
having by long Travel and /aborious Study obtained an 
infallible and univerſal Knowledge f and Cure for all 
 Diftempers, are ſo exceedingly — as to diſtri- 
bute their Medicizes and Advice meerly for the common 
Good. But when I came to pull out my Papers, in a 
certain Place, where I uſually peruſe and wonder at theſe 
remarkable Inſtances of publick Spirit; J found this to be 
of a more extraordinary and ſurprizing Nature; giving 
an Account of a learned Gentlewoman, who 1s 216460 at 
a perfect Knowledge in the amazing Art of Caſting 
Coffee Grounds ; whereby e is able to diſcover all 
Things, paſt, preſent, and to come, and alſo, (what ap- 
moſt concealed from human Capacity) the Vincerity 
of a Friend, or the Affection of a Lower. 

THIS Advertiſement begins with a friendly Piece of 
uſeful and good Advice, that People to avoid Superſtition, 
ſhould not run into Ob/tinarys After which, it goes on 
to ſhew, how this Ars has long been practis d hy the 
| Turks and Arabians, how much at preſent it is eſteemed 
among our kind Allies the Datch, and then, with the 
utmoſt Modeſty, ſets forth, that ftau or naue in this 
Kingdom are equal in this Science to this learned Females 
Philoſopher, whoſe Skill has been teftify'd to a 
1 of the firft _— And at laſt, it prudently: 

G 3 cConcludes, 
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concludes, with waruing People againſt the Ignorance of 
Pretenders, by which, this, as well as 4/ other Arts, 
is liable to be brought into Contempt. 
AS I am always pleaſed to hear of any Diſcevery 
which may conduce towards the fare of my Country, 
1 could not help rejoycing to find, that we have got 
amongſt us a Per/5n ſo extraordinary, by whoſe Afſhſt- 
ance not only the Miniſtry may be directed how to form 
their Schemes ſucceſsfully, and learn what other Princes 
are contriving in the Cabinet; but her Skill muſt like- 
wiſe, moſt undoubtedly, afford infinite Satisfaction to 
the Minds of /ghing Lovers and defponding Virgins. —— 
Nay, *Prentices and Servant Wenches may now know, 
tor a mere Trifle, what Sweethearts they may expect, 
Which of them are true or falſe, when they ſhall be 
mary d, and with how many Children they ſhall enrich 
the Public. — This muſt make us all ſo wiſe and 
cautious, from the higheſt to the loweſt, and have ſo 
good Effect on the general Conduct, that even a Maiden 
bead will not be given up until it gr to be, or kept 
beyond the critical and moſt proper Time; either of 
which Mit adtes are an irretrievable Misfortune to the 
Female Sex. | 
THERE is and has ever been, among all Nations, a 
reſtleſs Guriofity of ſearching into Futurity, and learning 
what's to come. To ſatisfy this Deſire aroſe the Oracles 
of Old, with all their numerous Train of Augurs, Sooth- 
/ayers, Diviners, Dreamers, and Prognoſticators, People 
in thoſe Days of mighty Fame and Power. We likewiſe 
have been ſo happy, as never to be wholly deſtitute of 
Cunning Men, Conjurers, Fortune-Tellers, and a large 
Tribe of Peripateticis, called Gypfies, who kindly tra- 
vel round the Countries, and foretel the Loſs of Lianen, 
Pigs and Poultry; a Prediction which uſually is veri- 
5 before they leave the Place, to the Eſtabliſhment of 
their own Credit, and the gaining them both Food and 


Money. 

| BUT this wonderful Science of caſting Coffee Grounds 

an Invention of the Meoderns, is equal in Uſe and 
Value to all the Ways of Foreknowledge amongſt the An- 

tients: For it is not only readier upon all Occaſions, and 

much leſs troubleſome and expenſive than their „ 
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and tedious Preparations ; but I may ſafely add, that it 
is built upon no leſs reaſonable and certain Principles, as 
a Gentliman deeply read in all theſe Kinds of Myſtery has 
made exceeding clear, by the following ſtrange but plain 
Hypothefis, which I have taken the Pains to pick out 
from amongſt his Writings. — The Sœul of Man, 
« ſays he, which is immaterial, and a diſtinct Exiſtence 
from the Body, hath a conſtant Communication with 
* numberleſs Intellectual and Spiritual Beings, who by 
their ſuperior and extended Knowledge are capable of 
diſcerning the Tendency of Things, and foreſeeing Events 
a conſiderable Time before they happen. All this, be- 
ing of a beneficent and friendly Diſpoſition, they 
communicate te the Sul. But as a Man can have no 
Perception of any Thing, but by ſuch Ideas as he re- 
ceives from the Senſes ; in Order to diſcover to him 
ſuch Knowledge as it/elf receives, the Soul is obliged 
to make Uſe of divers Signs, Symbols, Hieroglyphicks, 
or Reſemblances to explain its Meaning by. For what - 
ever Ways of Perception the Soul may have, if it 
cannot invent Means to convey it to the Memory, and 
explain it by ſuch Ideas as have entered the Senſes, we 
cannot poſſibly utter, expreſt, or know it. The Sox/, 
therefore, being reſtleſs and active, and defirous to fig- 
nify its Knowledge, contrives ſeveral Methods of do- 
ing ſo; theſe are, ſometimes Dreams, which ſhall re- 
preſent to a Man Things to happen, according to any 
common Notion he has entertained, that a Dream ſo and 
ſo ſhall betoken ſuch an Accident ; ſometimes by ſud- 
den Impulſes, ſtrong Impreſſions of Fear or Deſire, or 
Emotions exciting to Actions we can ſee no Reaſon for 
at the Time, though they appear afterwards to have 
been a Warning of ſome Danger or Advantage; and 
ſometimes, by fach Omens as are generally 3 
to portend certain Events either good or bad In 
ſhort, the Sou/ endeavours all it can to make known 
the Preſcience itſelf receives, and other Beings are 
likewiſe ready to communicate their Foreknowledge, if 
ſo be Means can be found out of conveying it to our 
corporeal Senſes; for which Purpoſe little elſe is ne ceſ- 
fary but an entire ExpeQation, a ſolemn Attention, 
and a mental Agreement that ſuch and ſuch Symbols 
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« ſhall ſignify ſuch Things; and then ſetting down the 
Names of the Stars in a caſual Manner, caſting Dice 
on a Fortune Book, or throwing off Cofe Grounds may 
© ſerve the Turn as well as any 'l hing whatever. 5 
B Y this, it plainly appears poſiible to hold a Cor- 
reſpondence with the Sj: :zual Iitilligencies, and partake 
the Advantage of ticir ſuperior Faculties, if we will 
but take the Fains of ſettling a Charader between us and 
tem, Whereby they may communicate their Knowledge 
to us; and I think it muſt be granted, from what fol - 
lows, that this new Way of caſting Core Grounds is beſt 
capable of affording Materials tor ſuch a CharaQer, 
ſince it may eaſily be formed into all Figures and Shapes 

imaginable. 3 
IT would be of infinite Uſe and Service in this 
Affair, was it poſſible to. recover the antient Egyptian 
Hieregizphicks ; which probably were invented for this 
very Purpoie, and perhaps made Uſe of in ſome ſuch 
Manner as Ji I am now ſpeaking of; ſince that People, 
as every Body knows, were, beyond all other Nations, 
famous, not only for their numerous Symbo/s and Repre- 
feu, adios, but likewiſe for their Skill in theſe ſurprizing 
Myſteries. Could this be done, we ſhould have a Cha- 
racter well eſtabliſhed with the Superior Beings, and be 
zble, ſo far as their Foreknowledge reaches, to inform 
ourſelves of all Events, and alſo 'obtain their friendly 
Aſſiſtance in many other Caſes. But, I fear, (notwith- 
ſanding the Pretences of ſome Folks) theſe Hierog /yphicks 
are irretrievable. For though our Virtuaſi have long 
been poring over all the Mummies aud Inſcriptions that 
are come to Hand, 1 don't find that any of them have 
been ever ſuppoſed Conjurers. Inſtead, therefore of theſe 
Symbols, which it ſeems loſt Labour to ſpend much Time 
in hunting after, the Curious in theſe Matters have in- 
vented new ones, and daily are improving them. As for 
Inſtance, with them a Monkey repreſents a Beau, a But- 
terfly a Coquet, a Fox a Lawyer, a Flea a Phyſician, 
and a Drone a —— : So likewiſe, a Perſon hoodwinkt 
means a Lover, a Couple quarrelling the State of Wed- 
lock, a broken Chain Widowhood, a Flittermouſe an old 
Batchelor, a Magpye a young Virgin, and a Screech 
Owl an antient one. The Paſſions are alſo pictured \ 
e 
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the ſame Manner, a Peacock denotes Pride, a Giant Am- 
bition, a Turtle Love, a Toad Envy, a Waſp Anger, a 
Scorpion Revenge, and a Spider Avarice and Oppreſ- 
fon. ——— Theſe few Examples ſhew, that Per/ors, 
Things, and Actions may be repreſented by their Symbols, 
as plainly as Heart can wiſh: and therefore, I ſhall only 
add the Way of uſing them as communicated by an 
Adept... > | | 

WHEN a Correſpondence is ſettled with the inviſible 
Beings, by Means of theſe or other Characters, and their 
Information or Aſſiſtance is required, ſome Ceremony or 
other is neceſſary, by Way of Invocation, to ſummon 
their Attendance, ſuch as muttering certain Sounds, put- 
ting ourſelves into odd Poſtures, or 'what elſe we pleaſe. 
When this is done, and the Coffee Cup turn'd down ac- 
cording to Art, theſe H iendiy Beings immediately take 
their Station under it, and di/po/e the Grounds into ſuch 
Forms, Figures, and Repreſentations, as the Mind has 
fix d upon to ſignify certain Things, which though anin- 
telligible to the ignorant, are as legible to the Learned in 
this Science, as if printed in Words at Length. 

AS many of my pretty Country-Women, led on by 
an extenſive Faith, and natural Curioſity, are become 
Students iu this Art, I thought nothing could oblige 
them more, than an Account of the Principles on which 
it ſtands, with Inſtructions how readily to arrive at a 
conſiderable Proficiency therein. And, I perſwade my- 
ſelf, they,will ſo greatly improve by this reaſonable and 
clear Syſtem, that, henceforward, few will venture, ei- 
ther to chuſe a Mantua, purchaſe a Monkey, or admit a 
Lover, without conſulting the Coffee Cups, and inform- 
ing themfelves before-hand what will be the Conſe- 
quence, | 2 
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Inter cuncta leges, & percunctabere doctos: 
Qua ratione queas traducere leniter ævum. 
Hor. Ep. 18, lib. 1. 
Confult the Wiſdom of each Page, 
Inguire of ev'ry Learned Sage, | 
How you may glide with gentle Eaſe 
Dewn the Swift Current of your Days. 


From my Houſe in the Minor ies. 


7 HATEVER mean Opinion ſome Men may 
ignorantly entertain of Woman-tind, Nature 
has certainly beſtowed on them Capacities equal 

to thoſe of Men, and the fancy'd Difference lies wholly 
in Education. Would they believe this, and be perſwaded 
to take a little Pains for the Improvement of their Minds, 
we ſhould ſoon find them as remarkable for true Wit and 
ſound Judgment, as they at preſent are for fine — 
and lovely Faces. This would make them valuable 
Wives, and agreeable Companions, and effectually ſecure 
the Conqueſts of their Eyes. A little Time, (which 
might caſily be {pared from Dreſs and Diverſron) ſpent 
every Day in Reading, would bring this to paſs ; and 
had every Lady iome ſach Friend as the Writer of the 
following Letter, to direct her Studies, it would be 
happy for ner. es ee 


T0 HENRY STONECASTEE, E | 
8 7 R, : : 


— BE LIE VE chere needs no Apology for ſending 
you the following Letter. In two or three Papers 
you have recommended Reading to the Fair Sex, as a 
ueceſſary Accompliſhment, but without pointing out 
what Books are proper to be choſen or avoided by them; 
which, certainly, is a r worth Conſideration, 
+fince-a Miſtake in tl at Reſpett, makes the Conſequence 
very. different. Herein you'll find ſome Cautions and 
2 Obſervations 


- 
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Obſervations on ſuch Books as compoſe a Laay's Library, 
which, (if you think them juſt uſeful) are at your 
Service to communicate. 

Yours *** 


A Leiter to a Lady, concerning Books of Piety 
and Romances, 


MADAM, 


S I am now correſponding with in the Ca 
A city of a Tutor, — be — begin uch 
giving you my Sentiments of Books ; ſuch, eſpecially, 
as moſt commonly fall into the Hands of young Ladies. 
Whatever you may think of the Matter at preſent, be- 
| lieve me, you'll one Day find Reading more eſſential 
to your pailing your Time agreeably, than any of 
the gay Amuſements ; which cannot always be had, and 
grow inſipid by being often repeated. So that Reading 
15 certainly one of the moſt defirable Things imaginable, 
were it only for this one Reaſon, that it enables us to 
converſe with ourſelves, and to be ſatisfy'd ſometimes in 
our own Company, which is very terrible to moſt Beaux 
and many fine Ladies. | 

THE Books I would now ſpeak of, are of two Sorts, 
which ſeem very different at the firſt View, but upon a 
nearer Inſpection, it is no difficult Matter to ſhew that 
they are both the Family of the WON OREA PDS: I 
mean Books of Piety, and Romances. — The Perſons 
who deal moſt in them, I fear, are 2 Obſtacles to 
true Religion and Virtue. What is the Reaſon, think 
you, that ſo many of the gay People of the World, en- 
tertain no favourable Opinion of either? Is it not that 
they ſee the Appearance of them has ſo ill an Effect 
ſome who are the greateſt Pretenders to Honour and De 
votion, their Maiden Aunts, and old Grandames, whoſe 
Time is uſually | between Scolding and Prayin 
and who talk of Heaven and their Amours with the 
ſame Fervour ? Which muſt needs give a blooming Dam- 
ſel, or a gay Youth, but a very ſtrange Notion of Reli- 

Lon, 
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gion, and not improbably, has made many a one deter- 
mine againſt it. — The writing Saints of the laſt Age, 
were the ſame Kind of People with theſe Matrons : A 
large Band, or cropt Head of Hair, is no Objection to 
their being of the {ame Species, any more than Colour 
or Magnitude amongſt the Four-footed. Do but conſider 
un ill-natur'd, melancholy, peeviſh, old Fellow, pre- 
ſeribing Rules of Life, and teaching how to live in the 
World; when, very likely, he never had a proper Op- 
portunity of being acquainted with it. Society can ne- 
ver ſubſiſt upon their Schemes, which are generally as 
ridiculous as a zealous Papiſſ's, who writes the Life of 
an Hermit, or Female Votary, and for the Good of Man- 
ſtind, would have all the young Fellows turn Mons, 
and all the young Women be confined to Cloyfters. -—— 
I would be glad to know what ſuch- a- one thinks of Po- 
flerity, or whether he has found out a better Method of 
opens Mankind, than we read of in a certain an- 
tient Hiſtory, intitled GENESIS. If the End of Re- 
Iigion be the Good of Mankind, our being locked up all 
Ar Days, is much the ſame as if we had never been 
born; at leaſt in Regard to Society. The Caſe is much 
the fame with all your preciſe ent bufiaſtict Regulations, 
which are ſo much out of Character, that there is no 
fach Thing as acting up to them; they may indeed ſerve 
to patch rp a good Cloak for Knavery and Hypocriſy, 
bat are no proper Ornaments for Truth and Virtue. And 
the Conſequence is often very dreadful ; for young Peo- 
ple that read theſe Kind of Books, are apt to conclude, 
that it is impoſſible upon their Schemes, to be happy in 
another World, and therefore they never trouble them- 
felves about it, but reſolve to make the moſt of this, by 
indulging their Inclinations, and giving the Looſe to 
their Paſſions. Whereas, were they rightly inſtructed, 
they would find, that Religion, ſtrictly ſpeaking, re- 
quires no more of us, than what every Man of good 
Senſe, who will be at the Trouble of reflecting, would 
judge moſt convenient for him. And as to our own Re- 
ligion in particular, how much more excellent are the 

Morals of the Gœpel, than all the Ethicks of the Philo- 
ſophers! And, ſure there is no Compariſon between the 
Obligations to Chrifian Faith, and the Yoke of — 
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of the o/d Law ; to ſay nothing of the Abſurdities of 
Mahomet, and the Heathen Mythology, which, it's pre- 
ſumed, admit of no Competition. You will be fully 
convinced of this by reading the BIBIE, which you 
can't make yourſelf too much acquainted with. But I 
would adviſe you to read chiefly the moral and hiſtorical 
Parts, and not think of ſetting up for a Critic, unleſs 
you can attain to the learned Languages. As to other 
religious Books, I adviſe you to meddle with none that 
are not univerſally eſteemed, ſuch as The whole Duty of 
Man, Nelfea's Feſtivals, Fc. For, beſides the Danger 
of bad Authors, many Books ſerve rather to confound 
than increaſe our Knowledge; and one may have read 
many Volumes and not be a Scholar, when a few well 
choſen and digeſted would do the Buſineſss. 

AN D now, as to the Ladies favourite Collection, 
Romances. It grieves me to ſay it, they ruin more Vir- 
gins than Ma/querades or Brothels. They ſtrike at the 
very Root of all Virtue, by corrupting the Mind: And 
though every Romance-reading Nymph may not proceed 
to Overt-Acts, I hope you do not think her excufable. 
Evil Intentions are certainly criminal in this, as well as 
in Caſes of 'Treaſon, where they are puniſhable even by 
Law, if diſcover'd, though they were never put in Exe- 
cution. But if we are as favourable as poſſible, No- 
-mances, and ſuch like Books, muſt needs be very perni- 
cious, ſince they tend to ſoften and enfeeble the Mind, 
when they chance not to produce greater Evil, ſuch as 
raifing People's Paſſions, and encouraging their vicious 
Inclinations. I leave you to judge, what an excellent 
Houſewife a Damſel is likely to make, who has read the 
Perfian Tales, till ſhe fancies herſelf a Sultana. Nay, 
the very being ſo much accuſtom'd to Lying, is a ſuffi- 
cient Objection, were there no other; ſince many a Tale, 
that was invented at firſt only to divert Children, by 
being often repeated, has at Length come to be received 
for Truth. And thus we may account for the great Cre- 
dit that is given to the ſtrange and improbable Stories of 
Spirits and Apparitions, ſo current amongſt the common 
People. There are, indeed, ſome Exceptions, wiz. 
the Writings of the celebrated Poets, and ſome Compoſi- 

tions in Proſe, ſuch as Telemachus, &c. Which are very 
| inſtructive 
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inſtructive and entertaining: and there is not much Dan- 
ger of their being confounded with Truth, becauſe it re- 

uires ſome Degree of good Senſe to reliſh them; and 
23 People of middlingCapacities hardly give them 
the reading, though every Footman and Cbambermaid are 
fond of the lewd Inventions of , or M—/—;y. 
As to Plays, ſomething may be ſaid for the beſt of them ; 
but I am afraid, they N paint Vice with ſuch 
Charms, that all their Morals will ſeldom attone for the 
Miſchief they do; and I proteſt, I can't ſee how a mo- 
deſt Woman can be preſent at ſome of the Comedies even 
of Yanbrugh or Congreve, without bluſhing ; or how 
Otwway can pleaſe any Body, who has a Notion of Re- 
ligion. What can be ſaid then for thoſe Heaps of Ri- 
baldry, whoſe Wit conſiſts in nothing but Blaſphemy and 
Obſcenity ? Is it not ſurprizing they ſhould be ſo often 
frequented by pious Matrons, and ſober young Ladies ? 
The Truth is, People run along with the Crowd, 
and never conſider whither they are going, or ſurely 
they would be more cautinus of giving a Sanction by 
their Preſence to ſo much Impurity. — I dary ſay, 
Madam, after a little Reflection, you will be of this 
Opinion, if you are not ſo already; and therefore I ſhall 
make no Apology for this Freedom, eſpecially fince 1 


intend it as an Inſtance of Reſpect, in 
MADAM, 
* * Your moſt Obedient, Ic. 
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Tu, quid ego & populus mecum deſideret, audi. 


Quid deceat, quid non. Hor. Arte Poet. 
Mine and the public Fudgment are the ſame, 

Then mark what J, and what your Audience claim, 

To jadge what well or ill becomes the Scene. Francis. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


\ N 7 HENEVER I fit down to write my Paper, 
I conſider myſelf as a Volunteer, inlifted for 
the Service of my Country, and therefore ob- 
liged, both in Duty and Honour, to endeavour all I can 
for the publick Good, This Reflection naturally awakens 
in me every generous Sentiment of Humanity, and fills 
my Breaſt with Benevolence towards all Mankind. 
Hence it comes to paſs, that I regard the Virtuous with 
Affection, and the Yicions with Concern, that I com- 
paſſionate the Unfortunate, and partake the Happineſsof 
the Hapgy 3 — and in this Frame of Mind I contrive, 
how beit, either by amuſing In ſinuations, ſerious Adwice, 
pointing Ridicule, ſtriking Examples, or ſevere Reproof, 
to inſpire my Readers with thoſe generous and virtuous 
Principles, which make People eſteemed by others, and 
enjoy true Satisfaction in themſelves. 

WITH this Deſire to promote the Felicity of A, 
it may be wonder'd why I am wholly filent as to Re/i- 
gious Matters. But the true Reaſon is, becauſe, in my 
Opinion, they have already been medaled with too much 
by others, almoſt to the rooting out of common Charity, 
which can be revived no other Way, but by laying aſide 
the Subject; and therefore, I ſhall never concern myſelf 
any farther, than to inſiſt on an in ernal and lowly Ado- 
ration of the Deity, an Acknowledgment of, and I 'hank- 
fulneſs for all his Mercies, and an awful Fear of his 
Diſpleaſure, together with a general Good-Will and Af- 

fection towards all Mankind. | 
B UT though I ſhall never make myſelf a Party in 
any Diſputes that may ariſe, or engage on the Side of 
any particular religious Sec? or Opinion, yei, in ſuch 
: | Tung 
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Things as regard Decency and the common Utility, I ſhall 
be always ready with my Advice or Reproef, as either 
may ſeem needful. This I think my Duty, and there- 
fore hope Nobody will find Fault with my publiſhing 
the following Letter, or imagine it any Reflection upon 
a Set of Men whoſe Function I highly honour, and 
whoſe Miſtakes I look upon "_ the utmoſt Tenderneſs 
and Concern. 


' To HENRY STONECASTLE, E/; 


Mr. SToNECASTLE, 
'] G O every Summer and frond a Month or two at 
a Friend's Seat in the Country, who defires me to 
write to you, on the Behalf of himſelf and a whole 
© Pariſh, whoſe Caſe I ſhall relate as brief as poſſible. 
he Gentleman, my Friend, having acquired an 
eaſy Fortune in Buſineſs, and being near his grand 
Climacteric, has choſe an agreeable Retirement, where 
to paſs the Reſidue of his Days in ſerving God, and 
| «doing Good among his Neighbours. He 1s a charita- 
table, well meaning, religious, honeſt Man, of excel- 
«lent natural Parts, and ſound judgment, but not what 
we call a Scholar, underſtanding very little Latin, and 
not one Word of Greek : However, you muſt not infer 
from hence, that he is not Maſter of his Mother 
Tongue, for I aſſure you, on the contrary, that he 
« both writes, and talks it with great Readineſs and 
Propriety. He conſtantly attends the Church, and is 
d great Lover of hearing Sermons ; but his Misfor- 
« tune, as well as that of his Neighbours is, to have 
one of the moſt unintelligible Preachers that ever got 
up into a Pulpit. This Reverend Gentleman, it ſeems, 
is a Man of fine Parts and vaſt Learning, deeply read 
in Controverſy, and Criticiſm, and all the diſputable 
« Points of Divinity: In ſhort, a Perſon that might 
« ſhine with Splendor before an Audience of Literati. 
« But it unfortunately falls out, that he either cannot, 
or will not, deſcend to Subjects or Expreſſions that are 
ſuitable to the Capacity of his illiterate Hearers, who 
are chiefly Farmers and their Dependants. . Theſe 


* Racks are weekly * with Philoſophy, Me- 
taphyſicks, 
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«© taphyſicks, Etymology, the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
« Tranſubſtantiation, the Authority of the Church, 
« Free-Will, or ſome other ſuch-like Diſcourſe, infi- 
nitely above their Underſtanding ; which is delivered 
to them partly in Greeh, partly in Latin, or Words 
derived from thoſe or other Languages, that are both 
« Latin and Greek to them ; whereby, inſtead of being 
inſtructed, they gape, and ſtare, and think him a rare 
Man, but are entirely ignorant of what he talks about. 
One Sunday, after having heard an elaborate Diſcourſe 
on the Eficurean and Carteſian Syſtems, I aſked a 
« wealthy Farmer how he liked the Sermon? Mighty 
« avell, i'facks, 'twas main good, ſaid he, and ſhrugg d 
* up his Shoulders : But pray, what do you remember of 
« it, ſaid I ? I faith, Maiſter, not one Word, anſwered 
he, I am not Book learn d enough for that; but ſurely 
* our Doctors a brave Scholard, Thus are theſe 
People amuſcd with empty Sounds, that fignify no 
more to them than the whiſtling of the Winds, are de- 
« prived of proper Inſtruction, and impoſed on in their 
* Ignorance, through a ſtupid Vanity of boaſting a little 
< unneceſſary Learning; which is a very melan- 
choly Conſideration. As for my Friend, he is conti- 
nually lamenting his own Condition, and that of his 
Fellow Pariſhionexs, who muſt either ſtay at Home, 
or be obliged to hear ſuch Jargon, as is, to them, 
wholly uſeleſs and unintelligible. He begs the Favour 
of you, therefore, to animadvert on this Enormaty, 
and deſire this learned Gentleman, with all others of 
the Clergy who are guilty of the ſame Miſtake, to 
teach plain People their Duty in plain Engliſh, and re- 
ſerve their fine Speculations and high flown Eloquence 
for an Audience that can underſtand them. | 


Jam, with great Respect, 


Your moſt humble Servant, <> 
PETER MEANWEL L. 


THE End of Preaching 3 is undoubtedly to benefit _ 
improve the Hearer : Every Preacher, therefore, ſhould 
inſtruct the People under his Direction in % ſ%e Things 


which are moſt needful for them to know, and in ſuch 
Stile 
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Stile and Manner as is eafieſt for them to underſtand. 
Without this Care he labours to little Purpoſe ; and how- 
ever they may be amd, can make them neither wwi/cr 
nor better. I am loth to ſay, whenever this Rule is 
broken through, it proceedt from Yanity and Oftentation ; 
bat I muſt aftirm, that aubcewer chuſes Subjects unſuit- 
able to thoſe he preaches to, or though his Subjects may 
be proper, Diſcourſes on them in Language above their 
Capacity and Apprebenſion, gives great Reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that be has more at Heart the caving his own Talents, 
than the Good of thoſe that hear him. What Advan- 
tage can a Plowman poſſibly receive from a long Ac- 
count of axtient Herefies, or a Confutation of modern 
| ones, Which he never heard of; from the Erymol:-gy of 
Fords, or the reconciling Manuſcripts ; from an Outcry 
againſt Free-thinkers, or a Vindication of diſputed Texts? 
— What cares he for. the Motions of the Planets, or 
the Bigneſ of the Sun, or how many Miles it is diſtant 
from the Earth, provided it will but fine upon his 
Fields, and ripen well his Corn? The antient Lazguages, 
the Cuſtoms of pa/f? Ages, the Riſe and Fall of Empires, 
are not his Buſineſs to enquire after; and what ſignifies 
endeavouring to prove the Doctrine of Free-wwill to onc, 
who finds himſelf under an abſolute Neceſſity either to 
work or ſtarve? 

BU T inſtead of theſe Things, he ſhould be taught 
the plain and practical Principles of Chriſtianity ; to be 
ſober, honef!, and induſtrious, to be contented with his 
Condition, and careful to maintain his Family ; to ſerve 
God according to his Station and Ability, and live peace- 
ably amongſt his Neighbours. | 

THERE's a worthy Clergyman of my Acquain- 
tance, whoſe Example I would recommend to a// his 
_ Brethren. This goed Man is thoroughly vers'd in every 
Kind of valuable and uſeful Learning, without the Pcmp 
or Affedtation of it. He's a Divine, a Phileſopher, 


a Matbematician. His Temper is ever calm and even; 
his Deportment eaſy, cheerful, and ſedate ; his Converſa- 
tion modeſt, open, and ſincere, having nothing in it ei- 
ther of Levity, Aſſuming, or Moroſeneſs. Deſpiſing all 
the little Arts of Diſſimulation, he freely ſpeaks his 


Mind without flattering any Body, and yet with - | 
f ar mu 
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much Good Nature, that none can be diſobliged. He is 
neither proud nor obſtinate, but ready to hear the Opi- 
nions of other People, and as ready to give up his ohn, 
whenever he finds himſelf miſtaken. I ender of the Re- 
Iigion he profeſſes, but always pradifing and promoting 
Univerſal Charity and Moderation. Neither wholly 
careleſs of worldly Things, nor avariciouſly hunting at- 
ter them, but rather loſing his /axvful Dues, than exact- 
ing them with Greedineſs and Severity. In a Word, in- 
duitrious for the Happineſs of thoſe committed to his 
Care, whom he labours to edify both by his Doctrine and 
Example, his own Life being an exact Pattern of the 
Meekneſs and Integrity he recommends. — His Pa- 
riſhoners are partly People of Tae and Education, and 
partly illiterate Country-folks ; yet his Sermons are ſo 
admirably contrived, that both one and t'other are con- 
ſtantly improved and pleaſed. His D:/ceur/es are always 
calculated to excite Piety and Virtue, which a/l are equally 
concerned to practiſe, without troubling his Congrega- 
tion with Controverſy, Speculation, or Points of Learn- 
ing, which can do little Good to ary. His Reaſoning is 
ſhort, forcible, and clear, expreſſed in the plaineft Lan- 
guage, and deſcending to the meancft Capacity; yet at 
the ſame Time abounding with ſuch Strength and Ble- 
gance as delight the moſt delicate and ſevere Judges. His 
Learning ſerves not to amuſe or perplex, but to inſtruct 
his Hearers, who enjoy the Advantage of it, while it- 
ſelf does not appear at all. Good Senſe in his Diſcourſes, 
ſupplies the Place of Greck and Latin, and his Eloquence 
confiſts in the Beauty and Fuftneſs of his Sentiments, not 
in the ſwelling Emptineſs and Sound of Words; yet in 
the Simplicity of his Stile, and the Uſe he makes of the 
moſt common Phraſes, appear a Grandeur and Harm 
which command the Soul, and compoſe the true Sublime. 
It is impoſſible to hear him without Attention, or to at- 
tend without 6 Pleaſure and Improvement: What he 
ſays, comes really from the Heart; himſelf feels and be- 
lieves what he teaches others, and ſpeaks not to the Ears 
only, but to the Underſtanding of his Audience; unlike 
many, who preach in one continual drowſy Tone and 
Cadence, with ſo little Farmth or Zarneſtneſs, that what 
they ſay, ſerves to no other Purpoſe, but like the W 
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Fall of Water, or the Lulliby of a Nurſe, to make 
People lep mechanically. Thoughtleſs and regligent 
of Fame or Preferment, he ſteadily purſues the Ways of 
Truth, and has no other Aim, but faithfully to diſcharge 
the Duties of his Office, and render all his Hearers good 
Chriſtians, and virtuous honeſt Men. ** 


Quæ virtus, & quanta boni, fit vivere parvo, 


Diſcite. 


Vides ut pallidus omnis 
Czna deſurgat dubia ? 3 
Grandes Rhombi, Patinzq; 

Grande ferunt cum damno dedecus.— Hor. lib. 2. ſat. 2. 


What and how great the Virtue, Friends, to live, 

On what the Gods with frugal Bounty give, 
Come learn with me. . 

Behold how pale the ſated Gueſts ariſe 

From Suppers puzzled with Varieties ! 

Bebold what Infamy and Ruin riſe 

Prom a large Diſs where the large Turbot lies, 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


S I am naturally bleſt with a robuſt and healthy 
Corflitution, which I have taken Care to preſerve 
by Regularity and Temperance, I ſcarce know 
what Pain or Sictucſ means, any otherwiſe than by the 
Complaints of others; and though I am far advanced in 
Life, enjoy my Strength, my Appetite, and all my Senſis, 
perfect and entire, without finding any conſiderable Dif- 
ference in myſelf, but that happy one of being now able 
to controul my Paſſions, and keep them under the Com- 
mand of Reaſer, much caſier than in my Youth. Iam 
troubled with no Diftemper, my Pulſe beats free and 
even, my Slecp is quiet and refreſhing, and from this 
bodily good Habit reſults a conſtant Serenity and Calm of 
Mind, that places me above the Power of Syleen or Ac- 
cident to diſcompoſe and ruffle. This Account of 
myſelf is intended to ſhew my Readers the happy _—_ 
1 of 
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of Sobriety and Moderation, without which, it is impoſ- 
ſible to enjoy what only a wwi/e Man would think worth 
living for, wiz. an healthful Body, and a contented eaſy 
Mind. 
IHA writ thus far, and was meditating in my 
Elbow Chair on the monſtrous Folly of thoſe who ſacri- 
fice Health, Fortune, Reputation, Reafon, and often- 
times Life itſelf, to Luxury and Riot; when, on a ſud- 
den I was overcome with Sleep, and dreamed as follows. 
Methought I found myſelf in a magnificent and 
nd Apartment; the Floors were inlaid with various 
Figures, the Ceilings finely painted, and the carved Cor- 
ni/hes gilded over with the utmoſt Expence and Art: But 
all this ſeemed nothing compared with the Pidtures of 
ineſtimable Value, the beautiful Tape//ry, and ſtately 
Locking-Glaſfſes, with an Extravagance of Gold and Vel- 
vet and Embroidery, of which the coſtly Furniture was 
compoſed. I paſs'd from Room to Room, adorned with 
equal, but different Magnificence, where innumerable 
WWax-Candl:s, that hung in Cryſtal Branches, diffus'd an 
artificial Day; 'till following a Sound of Voices, I en- 
tered one much larger than the reſt, in the Midſt where- 
of, about a Dozen People, of both Sexes, were ſeated 
round a Table, covered with great Variety of the choiceſt 
Dainties. The Company was ſo much engaged, that, 
without being taken Notice of, I placed myſelf on a Sofa, 
in one Corner of the Room, and putting on my Philoſo- 
phick Spefacles, which ſee through all Diſguiſes, 
to make my Obſervations. The Ma ſter of the Feaſt, to 
whom this ſumptuous Houſe belong'd, ſat at the Bottom 
of the Table, with a Countenance full of Mirth and 
Gazety ; but I ſoon perceived, that it was all affected, 
and that he /igh'd inwardly, with Heawine/s and Diſcon- 
tent, nor found any Rclifh in thoſe Delights he ſeemed to 
enjoy. Thoſe at Table with him were People he had 
not the leaſt Regard for ; but notwithſtanding, frequently 
entertain'd in this expenſive Manner, through Vanity and 
Oſtentation, to make himſelf be thought immen/ely rich ; 
though, at the ſame Time, I diſcovered, by looking a 
little cloſer, that his Efate was deeply mortgag'd, and he 
had taken up Money even to defray the Charge of this 
Night's Banquet. His Gwze/fs, one and all, were err 
i 5 amus- 
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amus'd than pleas'd ; and while, with fatrering Speeches, 
and much ceremonious Complaiſance, they indulged the 
Pride of their Entertainer, inwardly they deſpiſed and 
ridiculed his fco/i5 Extravagance ; for, notwithitanding 
kis great Secrecy, every Body knew he much out/iv'd 
his Income, and muſt ſoon become miſerable and con- 
temptible. The S:cond Courſe was juſt come in, which 
conſiſted of Rarities, purchaſed at vaſt Prices, and fo 
cook'd up, that I could not tell the Name of any one 
Diſh ; ſome look'd as if the Cool, to fave the Teeth a 
Trouble, had ch the Meat beforehand, and others 
ſeemed a Complication of all Taſtes together, more like a 
FYomit brought up from a Stomach ower-charg'd, than 
any Thing deſign'd for Food. Upon examining the 
Whole curiouſly, I perceived that a// the Elements had 
been ranſack d to furniſh out their reſpective Delicates, 
which were thus artificially diſguis d: But I was moſt 
ſurprized at finding every Sort of Diftemper incident to 
Mankind, concealid in one or other of the Diſhes, and 
all of them together i in ſome. Here, a Fever 
was toſs'd up in a delicate Fricaſſec; there, an Apepleæy 
appeared in an high Ragewt ; a Pleuriſy ſtood ſmoaking 
at the upper End of the J able; and a Sufeit at the Bot- 
tom. In one of the Intermeſſes, Head-ach was dreſs'd 
out with rich Perfumes and Spices, and in another, Mor. 
tal Sickneſs lay cover'd o'er with Marrow and ſtrong 
Gravy, Chelick, Jaundice, Palſy, Drop, Spleen and 
Conſumption, were placed againſt each other. Scurwy in 
great Abundance one's all the Sauces, with every 
where a plenteous Mixture of Reft/e/:r/e, Diſcontent, 
Pain, Aches, and Running Sores. When the Deſert 
came on, the ſame 'Diftcmpers again appeared in different 
Forms: After which, the Cieth was taken away, and 
the Table cover'd with Bottles of Champaizne and Bus- 
gandy, which my Spectacles diſcover d to contain large 
vantities of Gent, Stonr, and Rheumatiſm, together 
with the Seeds of many other Diſeaſes. Whiltt I was 
donſidering the Scene before me, the Company, on a 
ſudden, appear'd more fit for an Hoſpital than an Enter- 
tainment; ſome roar d out with Agonies of Pain, others 
ſeem d fick almoſt to Death, ſome meagre, ſpriwell'a, 


and decripid, ſome puffed up like Bladuers, and ſome 
5 35; | full 
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full of putrid Sores and Ulcers. The Maſter of the Feat 
himſelf was languid, pale, and helpleſs, fainting often, 
and like one expiring ; when, immediately, a mix'd 
Multitude of Poulterers, Fiſhmongers, Paſtry-Cooks, Con- 
fectioners, Vintners, Uphilſterers, Coach-makers, Milli- 
ners, Taylors, and Trad:ſmen of all Sorts, enter'd in a 
tumultuous Manner, wih much Noiſe and Clamour, 
and ſeizing the fick Man by main Force, hurry'd him 
away to Priſon. The coſtly Furniture was torn down, 
and caſt i Heaps, and all was Ruin and Diſcrder ; when 
in an Inſtant, the whole vaniſh'd, and a plecſant Country 
appear d before me, where People whoſe ruddy Counte- 
nances diſcover'd Health, were ſinging merrily to their 
Labour. It ſeem'd the Middle of Wheat Harveſt, for 
ſome were reaping, others binding up the Sheafs, and 
others carting it away. I ſtood, methought, to look at 
them with great Delight, till, leaving off their Work, 
they join'd together in ruftick Dances, whilſt a Supper 
was preparing for them. After entertaining themielves 
ſome Time with this wholeſome Exerciſe, one who ap- 
pear'd ſomewhat ſuperi-r to the reſt, approached me, 
and with a ſmiling Countcnance defir'd me to go with 
them to a hte Cottage, that he ſhew'd me at a little 
Diſtance. I accepted the Invitation, and found a Table 
cover'd with homely, but clean and wholeſome Plenty: 
There were Joints both beil' 4 and roaficd, which they 
fat down to with luſty Appetites, and a large Plamé 
Pudding crown'd the Board. They had no ſuck Thing 
as Vine, but well brew'd Ale went round in wooden 
Cams, and in Compliment to me, the honeſt Farmer 
brought forth a Bottle of choice Cyder, which his own 
Orchard had produc'd. I took an Opportunity of putting 
on my Spectacles, that I might diſcover Truth from 
Falſpood, and to my great Satisfaction found in all the 
Diſhes hearty Nourijhment, found Health, and quiet Steep. 
Their Merriment alſo, upon the ſtricteſt Examination, 
appear'd ſincere and wnaffeFed, coming directly from 
the Heart, which tormented by no avaricious Cares or 
anxious Thoughts, enjoy'd that real Peace and true Con- 
tent the Rich and Great in vain ſeek after. In ſhort, I 
was charm d with that Simplicity and Honefly I found 
among them. The Farmer who had employ'd them, 

| entertain d 


244 The UniversSAL SPECTATOR. 


entertain d them with a friendly Welcome, and they re- 
garded him with Thankfulne/5 and Efteem, but void of 
thoſe Forms and Prof?//ions that are ſo often made Uſe of, 
and fo /c/dom put in Practice by choſe who call themſelves 
lite. I was contemplating the Felicity of theſe 
happy People, when a loud 4nocking at the Door wak d 
me; and preſently after, my Mas, brought up a Letter, 
which I take this firſt Opportunity to communicate. 


Dear Mr. Spectator, 


* WAS Veſterday Twenty. one, and am now entirely 


I at my own Diſpoſal; my Fortune is 5000 Il. I am 
« tall, ſtrait, healthy; and my Glaſs ſays handſome. 
Now, my Reaſon for writing to you is, becauſe I am 
© continually peſter d with a Crowd of Felloaus that ſay 
© they are in Love with me. I intend to marry, but 
dare not truſt myſelf to chuſe amongſt them, knowing 
© how apt filly Women are to be deceived, by Flattery, 
* Drefs, a Face, and other Things that ſignify but little: 
Therefore I beg the Favour of you to examine into the 
* Merits of all that pretend to me, and I promiſe to be 


_ © wholly guided by your Directions, and become 


Your dutiful Ward 
And humble Servant, 


ANNABELLA. 


SINCE Anwaserra ſo earneſtly defires it, I will 
take upon me this important Truſt, and endeavour to be- 
ſtow her on him who beit deſerves her. In Order to 
which, as I don't think it convenient a Lady of her 
Age and Accompliſhments ſhould continue long unmarry'd, 
I ſhall be ready to receive Prepo/als from all Batchelor: 
above Twenty-five, and all Widowwers under Forty, pro- 
vided they are without Children, from Eight o'Clock in 
the Morning till Nine at Night, at my Houſe: in the 
Minories, on all Days except Sundays: of which 1 give 
this publick Notice. And hereby I alſo inform thoſe 
whom it may concern, (leſt any one, upon Application, 


mould imagine himſelf affronted, or be ſurprized at 10 


unuſual 
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unuſual a Demand) that none will be admitted as Candi 
dates, who cannot bring /uffcient Proof that they poſ- 
ſeſs a competent Share of Good-Nature, Senſe and Virtue, 
as well as Fortune. 

* 


”- =" \ >) VP S< | . C - 
CE NGC Eon SE ADDY 
| = | 2. 


Dii immortales ! aurum obſecro quid valet ? ; 
Plaut. Aul. 
Ve Gods immortal, what is Gold for? ; 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


OFTEN have wonder'd how People of Fortune 
and Condition can bear to have their Doors crowded 
with importunate Tradeſmen, to whom they ſtand in- 
debted, and put them off, from Time to Time, withont - 
any Regard either te their Neceſſities, or the Juſtice of 
their Demands. For People to buy what they cannot 
pay for, is extravagant, vain and fooliſh ; and to refuſe 
Payment when they can, is baſe, ſcandalous. and diſho- 
neſt; ſo that either Way it is highly ſhameful, and un- 
becoming Perſons of Senſe or Honour. | 
I HAVE received ſo many Letters of Complaint upon 
this Subject, that I have long intended to take it under 
Conſideration, but Tt which follows, urges me at pre- 
ſent to it. i 


S I R, | | | 
c I BEG Leave to trouble you with my Misfortunes, 
© | fince I believe my Caſe is very common, and your 
Reflections on it, may, perhaps, be of great Service, 
« not only to myſelf, but to ſeveral of my Fellow Suf- 
« ferers. I kept a Shop for ſome Years in the City ; 


where, though my Profits were but ſmall, yet having 
4 a briſk Buſineſs, and moſtly for ready Money, I made 
« ſhift to maintain a Family, and got conſiderably be- 
« forehand in the World. As this enabled me to enlarge 
my Stock, and my Trade was of the genteeler Kind, I 


Vor. I. H 6 
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vas tempted by the Hopes of great Advantage, to re- 
move mylelf amongſt the Quality, and take an Houſe 
in one of the moſt faſhionable Streets about St. Fames's. 
Here, immediately, I got Cuſtom in Abundance, and 
* imagined I ſhould preſently grow immenſely rich, for 
my Shop-Book was ſoon filled with Peers, Peereſſes, 
and Perſons of Piſtinction, who order'd large Quan- 
< tities of Goods, and N to give much better Prices, 
© than I could poſſibly ſell for in the City. To anſwer 
this Demand, I made Uſe of all my Credit, and with- 
© drew what Money I had lodg'd in the Funds before, to 
© lay it out in Trade, not doubting it would turn that 
* Way to much better Account. At ſending home my 
Goods, I ſeldom, indeed, was paid; but that gave me 
little Concern at firſt, becauſe, as my Cuſtomers were 
People of the beit Quality and Fortune, I was ſatiſ- 
« fy'd of their Ability ; and as they ſcrupled not an 
* handſome Price, 1 could well enough afford to truſt 
them a few Months. Thus went I on for ſome Time, 
2 well pleas'd with the Imagination of being in ſuch a 
* thriving Way, but fearing to deliver in my Bills, leſt 
* theſe great Folks ſhould be affronted ; till urged by 
Neceſſity, I was forced to make Application to thoſe 
* who had the longeſt been my Debtors, ſome of which 
promis d me ſpeedy Payment, and others beſpoke more 
Goods; aſſuring me they would diſcharge the whole 
together. This obliged me to borrow Money upon 
«. Intereſt, for I had before ſtretched my Credit as far 
as it would go, and not always being ſo punctual as 
formerly, my Reputation began to ſuffer. In the 
City, 1 was never without a conſiderable Sum be- 
« farehand ; but here, it is with great Difficulty I can 
6 e wherewith to ſupport my Family. All I had 
. Eived there, lies inveſted in dead Stock, or is out in 
* Debts; after which I attend from Day to Day, and 
have Abundance of fair Promiſes ; but ſeldom any Mo- 
© ney comes, and when it does, I am ſo embarraſſed in 
* my Aﬀairs, that it does. me little Good. In ſhort, 
my own Character is quite ſunk, my Creditors are 
clamorous, and of 10, ooo J. due to me in my Books, 
« was I to be ſent to Jail for it, I know not where to 
get a Crown. It's ſcarce a Month ago, ſince I was 
2 7 arreſted 
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c arreſted for 200 J. on which Occaſion, I wrote in a 
« very ſubmiſſive Manner to a noble Lord, who has 
« ow'd me twice that Sum above three Years, acquaint- 
« ing him with my unhappy Condition, and beſeeching 
« him, either to diſcharge the Debt, or pleaſe to be my 
« Bail. To which I receiv'd for Anſwer, that he won- 
« der'd at my Aſſurance, that I was an impudent, im- 
« pertinent, raſcally, ſaucy Fellow, and he would do 
© neither one nor t'other. Such Treatment, Mr. Spec- 


© tator, is inſufferable, and certainly deſerves your Cen- 


« ſure, who have declared yourſelf a Champion againſt 
s Injuſtice and Oppreſſion. I am, 


S I R, 
Your moſt humble Servant. 
NOTHING can be more ſcandalous and diſhoneſt 


than to run in Debt, without any Care of Payment ; it is 
even worſe than picking Pockets, as it is Cheating thoſe 
who put a Confidence in one's Honeſty ; and whoever 
does ſo, be his Quality what it will, muſt have a ſordid, 
baſe, and little Mind. I ſhould think, the Complaints 
and Cur/es of diſtreſſed and diſappointed People, that 
demand what is juſtly owing them, muſt utterly deſtroy 
whatever Pleaſure can poſſibly be imagin'd in Dreſs, or 
Eguipage, or Luxury, or any Thing beſides : I am ſure, 
a Man of Virtue and true Honouc, would rather beg; 

ſtarve, or die, than purchaſe the very Reguiſites of Life, 
or even Life itſelf, at ſo infamous and vile a Rate. Thoſe 
who ran in Debt beyond their Circumſtances and Abi- 
lities, were, by the Roman Laws, to be made the Slaves 
and Servants of their Creditors ; nay, in ſome Countries 


they had over them an abſolute and unlimited Power of 


Life and Death. I wiſh, among ourſelves, that ſuch as, 
being rich and ab/e, will pay Nobody without Compul- 
ſion, might be /figmatiz'd upon Record, for Perſons of 
no Honeſty, Veracity or Reputation. 'This would have 
A good Effect on ſome, who contrive, by diſtreſſing 


thoſe they deal with, to make them comply with unrea- 


ſonable Abatements, or elſe force them to ſeek their Re- 
medy by a vexatious and 1 Courſe of Juſtice. A 
| 2 


Perſon | 
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Perſon of high Rank and Dignity, was notorious for this 
Cuſtom, of whom I remember the following true Story. 
A Plummer and a Bricklayer, who were Friends 


and Intimates, were employed by this great Man, in a 


ſumptuous Building he was erecting; the Work of cach 
amounted to ſome hundreds of Pounds ; and, after it was 
finiſh'd, they attended above a Year without ſo much as 
being permitted to deliver in their Bills. The Plummer 
was a ſingle Man, and rich, and bore it pretty well; 
but the Brickl/ayer having a Wife and numerous Family, 
and being drove to the laſt Extremity, preſs'd in, almoſt 
by Force, upon his Lord/+7p, and laid his Accounts before 
him, telling the Neceſſity he lay under, and begging he 


—_ be paid. My Lord, in great Anger, reprov'd his 
1 


olence, and told him, it would require a long Timg 
to overlook his Bill; the poor Fellow, fearing to be de- 
lay'd again, beſought him, upon his Knees, to pity his 
Condition, and fave him from a Jail, by letting him 
have ſome Part, in preſent, till he ſhould be fatisfy'd 
about the whole, His Loraſbip finding the Fellow's ex- 
treme Want, anſwer'd, that nis Bill was exorbitant, and 
unconſcionable, and therefore he muſt abate one half of 
what was charged; which, if he would agree to, and 
give a Receipt in full, he ſhould immediately be paid, 
but otherwiſe, by G—d, he ſhould ne'er have one Far- 
thing. In this Exigence, what could the Man do? 
Money he muſt have, or go to Priſon : And ſo, almoſt 
deſperate, he accepted theie hard Conditions, by which 
he was a great Loſer out of Pocket He met the 
Plummer ſhortly after, and acquainted him what had 
happened, who being a ſubtle Fellow, went in the ſame 


Manner, gave in his Bill, and was offered the ſame 


Terms; againſt which he grievouſly complain'd, but, - 
eotwithſtanding, at length comply d. Upon this, with- 
out any Examination, juſt half his Bill was paid him, 
Away he took his Money to a Tavern, and ſending for 
the Steward, told him, he could afford an handſome 
Treat, for that his Lord had fatisfy'd him very well, 
The Steward fanſy'd the Man beſide himſelf, till the 
Plummer acquainted him, that having heard how barba- 
rouſly his Friend the Brick/ayer had been cheated, and 
expecting the ſame Uſage, he had made his own 5 Juf 
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Pouble what it ought to be, by which Stratagem he had 
done himſelf Juſtice, and received his full Due. 

IF People will play 7r:icks with Tradeſmen, they muſt 
expect to have them ſometimes returned. Where the Pay 
is precarious, or long in coming, it muſt be made amends 
for, either by the Largeneſs of the Price, or the badne/s 
of the Commodity: ſo that, as cunning as ſome Folks 
think themſelves, if they ever pay at all, it is grievouſly 
through the Noſe ; and thoſe from whom no Money 
comes but what the Law extorts, generally pay more 
than Double. 

WHAT innumerable Je Shifts, and ſhameful Pre- 
tences, People of diſhoneſt Principles make Uſe of, to 
ſhuffle away thoſe they are indebted to! Sometimes they 
are not at Home, ſometimes juſt going out, ſometimes 
not well, ſometimes very buſy ; and at laſt, when it 
comes to the Pinch, they find Fault, and will not pay, 
without a large Abatement ; this occaſions cavilling, 
and then away they fling, very much diſobliged, and 
will not pay at all. Not long ago, Mr. DopeewerLL, 
a Gentleman of this Sort, was indebted for Goods, ſent 
in at ſeveral Times, to the Amount of about 30/. The 
Shop-keeper brought his Bill, which was very civilly 
received, Mr. DopcewsLL telling him he'd ower look 
it, and diſcharge it the next Time he came that Way. 
In about a Fortnight, the Shop-kreper call'd again, de- 
PR. he ſhould receive his Money ; but it ſeems Mr, 

ODGEWELL had quite forgot, and defir'd his Excuſe 
only for a Day or two, and he would*come himſelf and 
pay it. Not hearing of him ten Days after, the Sep- 
keeper came again; for which Trouble Mr. Dopee- 
WELL begg'd his Pardon very heartily ; indeed, he had 
been in ſo great a Hurry, that it was impoſſible for him 
to examine the Account, but he hop'd a few Days would 
occaſion no conſiderable Inconveniency. Well, the Shop- 

- keeper ftay'd another Fortnight, and then came ſeveral 
Times, without finding him, which ſpun out three 
| Weeks more. At laſt, catching him at Home one Morn- 
ing early, Mr. DopceweLL told him, with the ut- 
moſt Shame and Confuſion, that unfortunately he had 
miſlaid the Bill, and muſt intreat the Favour of him to 
write it out again. Another Bill was brought, and 
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about ten Weeks after, that too was loſt, and afterwards 
a third underwent the ſame Miſhap, Mr. DopctweELL 
#ſking his Pardon each Time in the moſt humble Man- 
ner for the Trouble he was ſo unhappy as to give him. 
In Return of all this Complaiſance, the Shop-keeper, a 
few Days after, brought him a Dozen Bills together, all 
find very handſomely. telling him at the ſame Time, 
that rot knowing how many he might have Occaſion for, 
as xcriting them was very tedious, he had cauſed 500 of 
them to 4 printed, that they might be always ready. 
This Affront Mr. DopGEwWELL could not bear, 


but in great Anger paid him off immediately. 
* * 
* 
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O ! inconſlant Man ! 
How will you premiſe ! how will you deceive !' 
| Otway's Venice preſerv'd. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


 MONGST the many Vices, Follies, and Im- 
A moralities of Mankind, there's one, which has 
ſcarce ever yet been reprov'd in earneſt, though 
none can deferve it more; and that is, Diſponeſty, 
| Treachery, and Perjury, in making Love. It is a 
common Maxim, though a very baſe one, that Lowe, 
like Warfare, ſhould be carry'd on by Artifice, Diffimu- 
lation, Falſbocd, and every Means whereby the End of 
it may be obtained: And moſt Afﬀairs between the Sexes 
are conducted by this ungenerous Principle. — The Man 
attacks in Form; that is, he ogles, ſighs, lies and flat- 
ters; he complains, he expoſtulates, he implores : As 
the Cuſfem is, he talks of Pains he never felt within 
* himſelf, and Charms in her he courts, which he neither 
ſees, nor fanſies, nor expects: His Viſits are reſpectful, 
frequent and regular, and as ſomething muſt be ſaid, he 
vows, proteſts, and ſwears, eternal Love, and _ 
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and Conflancy ; though, at the ſame Time, his Lowe 


riſes very little above Indifference, his Faith is a Word 
of Courſe, and his Conſte ney a Joke. — The Lach, 
on her Side, is no leſs ſkilfal how to act her Part: If 
ſhe diſlikes the Man, perhaps, ſhe'll ſpeak her Mind : 
But, if ſo be ſhe thinks him worth Encouragement, her 
Buſineſs is, not to acknowledge but conceal her Senti- 
ments ; ſhe frowns, or ſmiles, ſeems kind or coy, re- 
{erv'd or free, ſo as to keep him in Szſpenſe; neither to 
indulge his Hopes too much, nor drive him to Deſpair, 
that is, to leave off addreſſing her; for, as to becoming 
wretched, dying, and all that like Cant, both know, it 
means juſt nothing. Thus go they on, iguis'd and 
unacguainted with each other's Heart, 'till mutual Cn 
venience jumbles them together, or elſe, ſome Trifle of 
Intereſt or a new Amour, makes them break off at once, 
and forget all that has paſs'd between them, as though it 
had never been ; and then both think themſelves intirely 
free to act in the ſame Mann? again with others. 


THIS is the common Way of Cauriſbip, (as tis | 


called,) which, prepoſterous as it is, does no great Mi 
chief ; becauſe here, Di/zuiſe is ſet againſt Diſguiſe, 
Fraud oppoſed to Fraud, and Art to Art. But, it too 
often happens, that falſe Profeſſions, Deceit, and Stra- 
tagem, de/ude ſome innocent unguarded belrewing Crea- 
ture, who thinks them all fncere, and in Return, gives up 
Ber very Heart and Soul to Love, and doats on the De- 
ce ider: Whilſt he, without Regard either to his own 
Oaths, Promiſes, or a Paſſion he is the Cauſe of, for ſakes 
the wretched Fair One. 

N O W, can any Thing be more wile than this ?—— 
Is it not the worſt Violation of Gratitude, Truth, and 
Honour ? And can the Perpetrator of ſuch Treachery 
be ſuppoſed unfit for any Kind of Wickedneſs ? | 
Would he heſitate to betray his Country, or ſtab his 
Friend ? 3 

OUR Men of Gallantry, perhaps, will make a Jeff 
of this, and ſay, that Heaven laughs at Lowers Vows : 
— But may they not aſſert, with equal Reaſon, that 
it 1s pleas'd with Lying, Perjury, and Murder ; for all 
theſe are frequently joyn'd together in the Proſecution of 
their Amour. . I believe, are arrived to ſuch 
| | 4 A 
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a Pitch of Baſeneſs, as to court a Woman, on Purpoſe 
to gain her Affection, and leave her to be unhappy after- 
wards : But, the Coniequence to her is equally mil- 
cllievous, (if ſhe finds herſelf abandon'd by one ſhe loves, 
and had good Keaiſon to believe her own,) though the 
Cauſe ſhould be, the Iuconſlancy of his Temper, the De- 
cy of his Affection, or the Temptation of ſome other 
Woman, iiber more rich or handſome. | 
. CAN a Man with any Sentiments of Humanity about 
him, conſider a poor Creature to whom he ſtands oblig'd 
by all the Ties of Honour, Lowe, and Gratitude, de- 
priv'd of Happineſs, Content, and Peace, Vit may be, 
for ever, and that by him : Can he conſider 
ber deluded by his repeated Vows and Proteftations of Af- 
Fiction and Fidelity; and, notwithitanding his forſaking 
her, doating on, deſpairing, dying for him: — Can 
he, I ſay, conſider the Agonies of her difirafed Mind, 
the horrid and gloomy Purpoſes of her Deſpair, and all 
the melancholy Circumſtances of her comfortle/s Condition, 
and not be frighted at himſelf, and wonder how he be- 
came a Dewi/? 
I WISH all People under Engagements of this Kind 
would ſeriouſly peruſe the following parherick Letter, 
wherein the unhappy Vriter, by his own Example, 
ſhews the fatal Conſequence of broken Vows and viola- 


ted Love. 


- To HENRY STONECASTLE, Ez; 


pO | | 
OUR Paper being calculated for the Benefit of 


the Publick, I defire you'll give the following 
Narration a Place in your Journal, by the firſt Op- 
« portunity, to deter others from falling into a Crime, 
« for which I ſuffer the bittereſt Reflections of a guilty 
_ « Conſcience, and the more dreadful Terrors of the Al- 
s mighty.-— My unhappy Caſe is, as followeth : 
ABOUT three Years ago, I accidentally fell into 
an Acquaintance with the virtuous and beautiful Mi- 
© RANDA; With whoſe agreeable Converſation I was 
« infinitely charm'd. After ſeveral Interviews, I made 
my Addreſſes to her, which ſhe received with the 
| « greateſt 
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greateſt Goodneſs and Civility. Her Fortune was con- 
ſiderable, and wholly in her own Power. I was 
Heir to a good Eſtate, which my Father at his Death 
had ſettled in Truſtees during my Minority : And as I 
was but Eighteen Years of Age, Mig AN DA did not 
think it adviſeable to marry me; but, ſhe aſſured me, 
ſhe had ſo great a Value for me, that ſo ſoon as 1 
ſhould come of Age, and be thereby in a Condition to 
make her a Settlement anſwerable to her Fortune, if I 
ſhould continue then in the ſame Mind, ſhe would do 
all in her Power to make me happy. 

«I WAS very much fatisfy'd with this generous 
Aſſurance: and every Day whilſt I ſtay'd in Town, 
fail'd not to pay my Devoirs to her; which Conver- 
ſation continued, with the tendereſt Endearments on 
both Sides, during the whole Winter. But the Spring 
advancing, my Uncle (who was my Guardian) gave 
me an Invitation to his Seat in the Country, to ſpend 
the Summer with him. I immediately imparted this 
to Mix AN PDA, without whoſe Permiſſion, I was re- 
ſolved not to go. And ſhe knowing I had a Depen- 
dance on my Uncle, who had a large Eſtate, and no 
Child to inherit it, did, with ſome Reluctance, con- 
ſent to my Departure, upon Condition that I would 
firit- enter into an Engagement, not to marry any 
other Perſon but her during her Life, and ſhe would 
give me the like Aſſurance on her Part. I thought 
this Propoſal fo reaſonable, that I readily came into it, 


and we mutually fign'd a Contract to that Purpoſe, 


confirming it with a molt ſolemn Oath in the moſt Sa- 
cred Manner. And after calling Heaven and Earth to 
witneſs our repeated Vows of Fidelity to each other, 
I took my Leave of her. In a few Days I arrived at 
my Uncle's, who received me in the moſt obligin 


Manner, and told me, I was as welcome to him as if 


I had been his own Child. I neglected not to give my 
Fair one an Account, by the firſt Poſt, of my ſafe 
Arrival, and kind Reception : And fhe, by the next 
Return, obliged me with an agreeable Anſwer z and 


we continued a conſtant Correſpondence for a confi- 


derable Time. 
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« IT happen'd, one Day, that my Uncle was invited 
to dine with a neighbouring Gentleman, and he enga- 
ged me to accompany him. The Gentleman had only 
* one Daughter, who was a very great Favourite of my 
Uncle: And indeed, LEONORA, (for that was her 
* Name,) was Miſtreſs of ſuch worthy Qualities, and 
excellent Accompliſhments, as gain'd her the Reſpect 
* and Admiration of all that knew her. However, as 
.* agreeable as ſhe was, this firſt Interview made no 
Manner of Impreſſion upon me, Mix Ax DA being yet 
* freſh in my Remembrance. But Time and Abſence 
© often prove fatal to Lovers ! of which my Story is an 
* unhappy Inſtance. 

I SHOULD be too tedious, ſhould I relate all the 
* Particulars. Let it ſuffice to tell you, that I had fre- 
* quent Opportunities of converſing with LEeoxoxa ; 
and by Degrees, my Paſſion for Mix Ax DA began to 
* cool. In ſhort, what by the ſtrong Perſwaſions of 
my Uncle, from whom I had great Expectations, and 
* by the Agreeableneſs of LEONORA“s Converſation, 1 
was prevail'd upon to marry her, contrary to my En- 
* gagements to MixAN DA, and in Defiance of that di- 
vine and awful Majeſty whom I had called upon to be 
* a Witneſs thereunto. And, what is a further Addition 
to my Crime, the News of my Nuptials ſoon reaching 
the Ears of my unfortunate Mir AN DA, ſhe fell into a 
* violent Fever, which carry'd her off in a few Days, 
*<I ENDEAVOUR all I can to hide my Grief 
from my Wife, my dear Leoxoaa : But the per- 
* ceives with Concern the Anguith of my Mind, tho 
* wholly ignorant of the Cavie ; and ſhe haz4o much 
© Gooeneſs, ſo many Charms, as would make any other 
Man inexpreſſibly happy. But, alas! they are all loit 
on me! —— Reflection ſtabs me to the Soul, and my 
Conſcience is continually accuſing me of Perjury, In- 
« juſtice and Murder; Crimes of ſo horrid a Complica- 
tion, as makes Life a Burden to me, and renders the 
Thoughts of Death {till more terrible! Oh! how 
hall 1 dare to meet the much injur'd MixANvDA be- 
* fore the Judgment Seat of that terrible and juſt Judge 
whom I invok'd as a Witneſs of my Vows, and from 
whom have nothing to expect but Puniſhment | = 
| * Ti0W 


- 


The UN WEISAL SPECTATOR 155 


How dreadful is my Condition! — I would give all 
© the World to retrieve my Error:. But that's im- 
* poſlible! and all the Good I can now do, is to admo- 
« niſh others to take Warning by my Example. ; 
*I DOUBT not, but there are many under Obli- 
gations of the like Nature: To theſe I more particu - 
larly direct my Advice in the moſt pathetick Language 
of my Heart. Let me earneſtly conjure and beſecch 
them, as they regard the Favour of Almighty God, 
and the Quiet of their own Minds, ſtrictly to perform 
their Engagements to each other, leſt they plunge 
themſelves into the miſerable Condition of the wreteh- 


ed and unhappy RE 
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I SHALL cloſe this Paper with ſome Lines, which 
were printed, a few Years ſince, amongſt ſome other 
Poems, by Mr. BAx ER. 


The EXE C RAT ION. 


1 


OW N, quick, to Hell's dark Shades, below, 
Damn'd to never-ending M oe, 
May he, thc guilty Mortal, go ; 
Who with his Lies and Oaths deludes the Fair, 
Then falſe, and changing as the Air, 
| Leaves her to vain Remorſe, and black Deſpair ! 


II 


May, there, bifere bis Harting Eyes, 
Hell's moft hideous Forms ariſc, 
And halloo in his Ears his Perjuries 


For ever may the Furies lafþ his Soul, 
And he with racking Anguiſh howd, 
Whilſt Tortures ever changing round him roll ! 


This, thut, may Heaven's ſevereſt Vangeunce t = 

Each impious Wretch, whoſe brutiſh Mind, | | 

Proves to cr mpiying: Beauty faithleſs or unkind ! 
* „ 
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Pro deum atq; hominum fidem ! Quod hoc genus eſt ! 
_ quzve eſt hæc conjuratio ! Terent. in Stepmother. 


Good Gods! What a ſtrange Sort of Creatures are theſe ! 
What a Combination is 2 7 | 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


INCE the Beginning of laſt Month, when I took 
upon me the Care and Guardianſhip of Anna- 


BELLA, and gave publick Notice, in this Paper, 
that I was ready to receive Propoſals, from all Batchelors 
above Twenty-five, and all Widowers under Forty, pro- 
vided they had no Children, I have been as much apply'd 
to as a Chief Minifter of State is, upon a Vacancy at 
Court. Beſides a Multitude of Candidates that have 
made their Perſonal Appearance, what with Chairmer, 
Porters, ' Footmen, Servant Wenches, Poſtmen and Errand 
Boys, bringing me Letters and Petitions from numberleſs 
bumble Servants, Votaries, and Admirers of my fair 
Ward, there has been ſuch a continual Thundering at my 
Door, that the whole Neighbourhood has been diiturb'd 
by it. 

" S this unufual R-/ore and Court to me, makes me 
appear more than ordinary conſiderable, I might, per- 
haps, have ſwell'd with Vanity, and been induced to 
imagine my ſelf of a Thouſand Times more Importance 
in the World than I really am, had I not taken eipecial 
Care to guard againſt it. 1 believe, few Princes amidit 
Crowds of gaping Cæurtiers receive more Flattery than has 
been paid to me : But whenever I began to find my 
Brain turn giday with the intoxicating Poiſon, immedi- 
ately I reflected, that my having the Liſpoſal of a G., A 
makes me neither younger nor hand/omer, nor wiſcr, 
nor better than I was before and that all the Comple- 
ments beſtowed on me, proceed from no Eſteem, but 
ariſe entirely from Self Intereit, and are ſtiiy inſinuated 
to blind my Reaſon, pervert my Judgment, and make 
me unjuſt and partial. ———— Beſides all this, when I 


come 
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come to examine my/e/f and them together, I generally 
find them ſo monſtrouſly unſuitable to my Character, that 
inſtead of being pleaſed, it puts me out of Humour, to 
ſce the Folly and Inſincerity of Humankind. One tells me, 
that he hopes, a Perſon ſo exceedingly well qualiſy'd as I 
am to prevail with the Ladies, will ſpeak on his Be- 
half: Another exalts me above all my Predeceſſors, calls 
me the Wonder of the World, and the Honour and Happi- 
ef; of the Britiſh Nation: A Third ſays, that I am the 
molt g/orious Man alive, and all the Women are in Love 
with me. Some extol my Vit, others my Learning, 
ſome my Underflanding, ſome my Good Nature, ſome 
my Chaſtity, and ſome (who I dare ſay never ſaw me,) £ 
my Beauty. In ſhort, there is not any Virtue or Accom- 
pliſi ment which they would not per/avade me that I / 
/i/s in the moſt extraordinary Degree that ever was, and, 
in Conſequence, that I am the tip-top of all Perfedzer. 
This makes me fully ſenſible, how dangerou/'y 
thoſe are ſituated that have much in their Power to give; 
the Rich and Mighty, who are continually ſurrounded by 
| fawning Hypocrites, and from whoſe Ears Truth is for 
ever baniſh'd. Miſerable People! they live in a 
State of Ignorance, both of themſelves and others, and 
deſerve our Envy much leſs than they do our Pity. 
B U T though, by many, I have been flatter'd very 
highly, in Hopes thereby of gaining me to their Side, 
others have taken a Way, which, now-a-days, by Peo- 
ple that und:r land Buſineſs, is reckon'd mnch more effec- 
tual ; that is, they have attempted to bribe me to their 
Intereſt : And their Rate of Bidding, I have oblerv'd te 
be in exact Proportion to their Want of Fortune or Me- 
rit; ſo that, as the Pualifications and Circumſtances of 
People are very different, I have been offered from five 
to Fifty per Cent. and, that only, for ſo eaſy, trivial, and 
common a Thing as the betraying of my Truſt, which, it 
ſeems, in the preſent Age, is look'd upon as Nothing. 
But as I happen to retain an cd and o/d faſvion'd Way 
of Thinking on theſe Occaſions, I have rejected all theſe 
Offers with Indignation, and have nothing elſe in View 
but the real Happineſs of my Va d. However, my 
Man and Maid, who are more moderniz'd than I, have 
thought fit to make their Advantage of this Affair, by 
| tting 
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letting only fuch come to me as knew how properly to 
apply for Entrance ; and certainly by ſo doing, would 
have got conſiderably, had not a Quarrel happen'd about 
their Divi/ion of the Gains, whereby I came to learn 
how ingenious they both have been to izcrea/e the Per- 

;/ites of their Places: But, as that is what I can't al- 
bs I have taken all the Money from them, and am 
ready to return every Man his Ha/f.Crown, if demanded 
within a Month from the Date hereof ; otherwiſe I ſhall 
beflow it on ſuch indu/trious poor People as I know to be 
in Want: And I have given ftri& Orders, that for the 
future, every Body may have free Admiſſion to me, 
without either Fee or Reward. 

IT is ſomewhat remarkable, that amongſt the Num- 
bers which have come to offer themſelves for Huſbands 
to my Hard, no. ſo much as one has been deſirous to ce 
tne Lady, and but few have made any Enquiry either 
about her Per/or, Temper, or Accompliſhments, though all 
have been exceeding careful to inform themſelves in every 
Particular that concerns her Fortune: So that her Picture, 
done by a good Hand, which I had provided, to ſhew 
ſuch as might be earneſt for a Sight of her, (ſince I did 
not judge it proper ſhe ſhould appear herſelf,) has been 
entirely uſeleſs. This Practice, which I find ſo general, 
of conſidering the Morey only, without regarding what 
the Woman is, occaſions moſt of that Urheppine/s the 
Marrioge State is charged with: And therctore, I am 
reſolved, that none of thoſe who have acted in this 
Manner, ſtall be recommended by me to AnnaBELLa ; 
for, however prodigal they may think to be of their 
own Felicity, J ſhall adviſe her, to run no ſuch Ri/que 
of her's. 

AS I took this Office upon me, for no other Purpoſe, 
but to fave a deſerving, wunexpericnce'd yeurg Creature 
from falling into the Hands of ſuch as are ready to marry 
any Bedy that has but Money, I ſhall endeavoar to dit- 
charge myſelf with all poſſible Circumſpection and Inte- 
grity : Ard indeed a great deal of both is needful to op- 

e the Arti fice, Infinuations, and 4llarements of theſe 
defigning People, who leave no Means unattempted to 
bring about their Ends, — The Corruption, Awarice, 
and Depravity of the Age we live in, is ſo great, _ 
| Fe | | without 
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without a Fortune, be a Woman's Merit what it will, 
ſhe is, as it were, doom'd to perpetual Virginity ; and 
ſhe that has one, commonly fails a Prey to ſome worth- 
/:/s Man, that regards her no more than he does his 
Grandmother. Intereſi alone commands: And though 
the Name of Love is left amongſt us, its E/znce is en- 
tirely loſt and gone. | 
IHE Letters I have received on this Occaſion, are 
ſo numerous, that 'tis impoſſible to conſider them parti- 
cularly, at preſent ; but abundance of young Fellows 
having petitioned to be admi-ted under Twenty-five, 
upon Pretence of extraordinary Qualifications, and ſome 
e/d encs above Forty, being equally deſirous of becoming 
Candidates, for ſundry Keatons plauſibly ſet forth; I 
think proper to declare, that I am determin'd, upon no 
Account whatever, to break through the Rules at firit 
laid down. And this, becauſe I apprehend, that, under 
Twenty-five, a Man is ſeldom capable of judging or 
fixing as he ought ; and Batchelers after Forty, com- 
monly grow too indifferent towards the Sex, to - ar" 
a beceming Tenderneſs.. Several Widavers likewiſe, 
would perſwade me, that having a Ch:/4 or two, is a 
Matter of very little Conſequence, and therefore hope, 
not to be excluded, merely upon that Account : But I 
muſt beg Leave to differ with them in Opinion, ſince 
with me, it's an Oljedtion of ſo much Meigbt, that 
ANNABELLA ſhall never, with my Conſent, be made 
a Mother-in-Law the Day ſhe becomes a He. | 
M Paper had ended here, but that an Accident juſt 
now happen'd, which I think proper to communicate. 
A clean-dreſt grave Man, that ſeemed about Sixty 
Years of Age, enquired for me, and being introduc'd, 
acquainted me, his Buſineſs was to talk with me about 
wy Ward. I defir'd him to fit down; and ſuppoſing he 
had a Son to offer, began to aſk after the Education, 
Temper, and Empleyment of the young Gentlcman ; *till 
the lil Man told me, he came to mae Propoſals on his 
own Account. Full of Surprize, I look'd at him with 
ſo much Earneſtneſs, that I believe he gueſs'd my 
Thoughts, and pulling oat a Bak Note, Sir, ſays he, I 
am, it's true, a little den than the Age you require, 
but, perhaps, a thouſand Guineas may take away that 
Objection. 


my 
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Objecion. At this Offer I could ſcarce command my 


Temper, but checking myſelf a little, I ayfwer'd, with 


ſome Warmth, that, in my Opinion, a young Wife 
would be much ant for him; however, if he YH 
he wanted one, he muſt go ſeek elſewhere, for I had »one 
to fell. When he perceived me angry, he put up 
his Note again. and taking his Leave, eld me, with a 
very civil Bow, that he thought I had wnder/food the 
nord, but ſince he found himſelf miftaken, he humbly 
d my Pardon: No Harm was done ; and that Mo- 
ney, he doubted, not, would help him to a / % with 
at leaſt as good a Fortune. | 
* 


* 


Sec 


— 


nec conjugialia feſta 
Qui canat — Ovid Met. Lib. 5. 


Nor was there the Weddi ng Song. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


1 \HOUGH Father Boubours has ſhewn a great 
deal of Wit in his Definition of Wit, ye: there 

— is a Species reigning among the Engliſb, which 
he ſeems to have been a Stranger to. The Spaniards have 
ſome Notion of it, but it being too ſprightly for their 
Genius, they have condemn'd and baniſh'd it from among 
the Polite, who have this Proverb at their Tongues End, 
Lugo de Mano, Turgo de Vilano, Horſe-Play is fit for 
Clowns, the Minute any ſeem inclin'd to the breaking a 
Jeſt of this Sort. The Wit, I mean, is of an amphibi 
ous Kind, and conſiſts both in Thought and Action; it 
is by ſome term'd Romps ; by others Horſe-Play. Our 
-.young Ladies who have been ſent to Fraxce for Educa- 
tion, have introduced this active Species of Wit into 
moſt of the Monaſteries in that Kingdom; and, I have 
been told, that the Nuns even *. us in cracking theſe 
Sort of Jokes, and are ſo vaſtly improved, that hardly 
4 — 
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e Convent has a whole Piece of Furniture. Whoever 
invented this agreeable Way of Converſing, was certainly 
2 Perfon not only of a prodigious Genius, but a great 
Encourager of Trade; for it is full of Flights, and hnds 
Employment for a great Number of Mechanicks. It 1s 
thought that the Invention is very antient; for Ovid 
tells us, at Perſeus's Wedding Phineus began Horſe-Play, 
which ended in a Quarrel, as it ſtill often does amongit 
our Country Gentlemen. 

I WAS the other Day at a Friend's Wedding, about 
fifty Miles out of Town: After Dinner, the Company 
went to Country Dances, and about Nine at Night, L 
thought them pretty well tir'd; every one was ſeated, 
and a profound Silence reign'd among us for ſome Time, 
which Penthi/ilea broke, — her next Neighbour, 
he ſeem'd penſiue; but, came, ſays ſhe, let's be Merry : 
The Words were hardly out of her Mouth, but ſhe gave 
the thoughtful Gentleman fuch a ſudden Stroke with her 
_ Cuſhion, that ſhe beat him off his Chair, and immedi—-— 
ately betook herſelf to Flight. | 


Inque repent inss convivia- verſa tumulits 
Affrmilare freto poſſis : quad Sava quictum 
Ventorum rabies motis exaſperat undis. 


Now Shouts ſucceed, and ſudden Laughtery 
To ſee one fiy, one hobble after: 


So the ſmooth Seas to Mountains riſe 


By ſudden Blaſts, and laſs the Skies. 


Unhappily, by ſome Accident, the Lady's Heels flew 
up, and her Fall put her in the Power of her Purſuer- 


Dum fugit inſtantem trepidans Ixione natum 
Decidit in praceps. 


As trembling ſhe the cloſe. Purſuer fliedy 
Headlong foe fall. 
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e took his Revenge by kiſling her very heartily. Rom- 
fetta ſeeing her diſtreſs'd, flew to her Succour, 


L lor adeft Apharcus : 


Revenge now ſparkles in Rompetta's Eyes, 
And wing'd with Fury, to her Aid ſbe fries. 


And ſnatching Mr. Spruce's Wig, almoſt blinded the Ra- 


vier with a Cloud of Powder, 


w—Saxumgque monte revulſum, 
Mittere conatur — 


Straining, the frizzled Buſh around fbe hurls, 
Nor heeds th' O Economy of ſuff ring Curls. 


by daſhing the Wig in his Face; but he was relieved by 
Mr. Spruce ; who, while ſhe lifted her Arm to repeat 
her Blows, ſnatch'd her in his, and laid her by Penthi- 
filea ; but doing it a little too vigorouſly, the Lady came 


down with ſuch Violence, that ſhe beat the Skin off her 
Elbow : | 


Occupat Ægides, cubitique ingentia frangit 
OSa: | 


Spruce /ciz'd the Fair in theſe revengeful Freaks, 
Trips up her Heels: But ah ! her Elbow breaks. 


This for ſome Minutes cauſed a Truce, many Excuſes, 
and much Condolance on all Hands. I thought there 
had been an End, when the wounded Lady came with a 
great deal of Wit behind my Chair, pulled it from under 
me, and gave me a terrible Fall ; my Wig flew off, and 
my bald Head adminiſter'd Occaſion for à great deal of 
Laughter. I own, that in the btking of this Jeſt, I 
thought ſhe had broke my Bones : But this was not all, 
for no ſooner was my Backſide upon the Ground, but 
catching hold of my Shoulders, ihe pull'd me flat on my 
Back, and fate herſelf upon my Stomach : 
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w—tergoque Bianoris alti, 
I:Jalit, haud ſalito quenquam portare 


Though light her Action, weighty ſeem'd the Fair, 
To me unus'd the trifling'ft Load to bear. 


The Wit of this Adion was highly applauded by every 
one in the Company, except myſelf, and furniſh'd Mat- 
ter for a great deal of Chat. In a Word, the Romps 
began again, moſt of the Chairs, and all the Glaſſes in 
the Room were broke, the Tables were overſet, the 
Gentlemens Wigs were miſſive Weapons for the Ladies, 
and their Fans ſerv'd the Gentlemen till they were all 
to Pieces; one loſt the Flap of his Coat, another had no 
Lappets left, a third had the Tail of her Gown pull'd 
off, and had it not been declar'd a Jeſt, any one would 
have judg'd it a very ſerious Fray. Supper being ſerv'd 
in another Room, occaſion'd a ſecond Truce. At Table 
there were ſome Propoſitions ſtarted for a General Peace; 
but Rufetta, who had loſt one half of her Petticoat, and 
a Sleeve of her Manteau, would for along Time hearken 
to no Terms; but ſlyly with her Sciſſars, while ſome 
were projecting how to appeaſe all Parties, whipp'd off 
ane of the Ties of Mr. Bullet's Wig ; he did not approve 
the Jeſt, look'd very ſerious, and ſaid, His Wig coft him 
Nine Guineas. And pray, ſays the Lady, do you think 
my Cloaths coſt Nothing ? You babe the Sleeve of my 
Manteau at this Time in your Pocket. Mr. Pert ſaid, 
The Damage might be repair'd for half a Crown ; but if 
it had been ten Times as great, he ought not to We as 
he did, the Faweurs of a fair Lady. Mr. _ I 
found, thought the Jeſt was carry'd too far, but he put 
on a forc'd Smile, and ſaid, He fhould net ſpoil good 
Company. Mr. Pirt then propos'd a Truce while the 
Bride was put to Bed, and anſwer'd for Mr. Bullet's ac- 
cepting ſuch Articles as he would bring on the 
They were too many for me to remember, but ſuch, 
however, as pleas'd neither Mr. Bullet nor Rufetta ; for 
they began to be in carneſt, and unmannerly to eachother, 
which was a good Subject of Mirth to the reſt of the 
Company. As ſoon as Supper was over, I ſflunk away, 


and 
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and got to Bed, though I might as well hope for Reſt in 
a Paper-Mill, for both the Paia I felt by the Joke put 
upon me, .and the Noiſe, deny'd it. | 

I HAVE heard, that a famous Harlequin kept a 
Monkey for the fake of Imitation, and that he rais'd his 
Character by practiſing the Geſtufcs of this Animal. I 
would recommend a Monkey to ſuch as deſire to excel in 
this Kind of Wit I have been now ſpeaking of, for there 
are few Creatures more miſchievous, and without being 
ſo, it's impoſſible, among theſe Wits, to rife to any tole- 
rable Degree of Reputation. The Qualifications I re- 


mark d abſolutely neceſſary for one who intends to be 


thonght a Wit in this Claſs, is an entire Abdication of 
Modeſty both in Words and Actions; a plentiful Stock 
of Ill-Nature ; an Aptitude to Laughter ; a hail Conſti- 
tation ; ſtrong Lungs ; a Fluency of Words; a ready In- 
vention at Miſchief; a Diſregard for good Senle ; a 
thorough Contempt for that obſolete Thing call'd Decen- 
ey; a ready Command of Æquivoques; a genteel Neg- 
lect of Reputation; the Art of ſtifling Reſentment ; and 
a good Purſe, which is thought little neceſſary to common 
Wits. But] muſt recommend to the Ladies, who deſign 
to enroll their Names in this Claſs, the being very neat 
about the Legs ; the wearing fine .Garters ; that ſpecial 
Care be taken, the Flannel Petticoat rivals the Snow in 
Whiteneſs. For, I obſerved, though nothing elſe could 
call the Colour into Rempetta's Cheeks, yet Mr. Spruce 
telling her, That ſbe wore Twelve-penry Garters, and 
that her Petticoat wanted Bleaching, made her Face 
low, and call'd up all her Conſtancy to ſmother her 
eſentment. 


IN this polite Age, an agreeable Liberty reigns, and 


the Fair Sex lies no longer under Conſtraint of any Kind. 
They are born equally Free with the Men; are 
no Strangers to their native Freedom; and are fo far 
from being aw'd by muſty Morals, and antiquated Pre- 
cepts of Religion, that they can ridicule as genteely the 
Theory in their Diſcourſe, and the Practice in their Ac- 
tions, as our wittieſt Atheiſtis. Though I fear it is act- 
ing impolitickly for their Intereſt; for, however en- 
gaging theſe modern Freedoms may be, yet we 2 
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find a Man chuſe a Wife upon the Score of this polite 
Breeding. 5 | | 

W HEN Men think ſeriouſly of Marriage, they look 
for a Woman whote Prudence may be entruſted with 
their Eſtates, and who is well inſtructed in the Duties 
of a good Wife and tender Mother. Beſide, I fear, 
the Ladies, if they go on in improving as they have 
done for ſome Years paſt, will ſee the Privilege of 
being courted, transferr'd to the other Sex; but, perhaps, 
this they may deſire, ſince it will eaſe them of a galling 
Reſtraint, and give them more Opportunities of tollow+ 
ing the 8 of Nature. | 


O quam miſerum eſt neſcire mori Sen. Agan. 
Oh ! N hat Miſery is-the Fear of Dark” 


From my Houſe in the Minories. | 

H E Subject of the following Letter is a Matter 
| | of ſo great Importance to Numbers of my Rea- 

ders, that I ſhall poſtpone every Thing beſides, 
and take it under immediate Conſideration : For the De- 
lay of a Week, or even of a Day, might make my Ad. 
vice come too late, to ſome, who may, now, I hope, 
whilſt it is in theic Power, be prevail'd upon to prac» 
tile it. OM 


To HENRY STONECASTLE, E/; 


Geed & I R, 


0 H E Spectator, your Predegeſſor, made himſelf uni 
5 I verſally eſteem d and belov'd, by lending Aid to 
People under Difficulties and Diſtreſs ; and as you, in 
that Reſpect, have imitated his Example, ſhewing your- 
« ſelf, by many Inftances, to be a Perſon of no leis Hu- 
manity and Good-Nature, 1 am thereby encouraged, 

8 | + without 
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without any Excuſe, to beg your generous Aſſiſtance 
upon my own Account. | 

'* KNOW then, I am a young Man of Seventeen, 
© and Clerk at preſent to a Gentleman in one of the Inns 


© of Court. My Father is poſſeſs d of an Eſtate, though 


not very large, yet ſufficient to give all his Children 
Fortunes ſuitable to that Manner of Life, in which 
«© they have been educated ; yet, all the Arguments and 
« Perſwaſions of thoſe who have the greateſt Influence 
© over him, cannot prevail upon him to make a Vill: 


© Though he knows full well, ſhould any unhappy Ac-4 


© cident ſnatch him away ſuddenly, (which Heaven pre- 
vent) his younger Children mutt be left wholly deſti- 
« tute and unprovided for. 

NOW, Sir, amongſt all thoſe Kinds of Negligence 
© which bring Calamities on Families, I don't remem- 
ber that you, or any of your Predeceſſors, have re- 
proved, or mentioned, People's Backwardneſs in 
making their Vill. I earneſtly beſeech you, there- 
fore, not to throw aſide this Letter, as a Paper of no 
< Conſequence ; but beg you'll take the firſt Opportunity 
to conſider it, and endeavour to diſſwade all whom it 
may concern from hazarding, in this unkind and un- 
* accountable Manner, the Happineſs of their Poſterity, 
By ſo doing, I am certain you will oblige many 
young People, and in particular, . 


Your very afectionate, and 
| Moſt bumb le Servant, 
W. K. 


TH E ſtrongeſt of all human Paſſions, is that of Fear; 
and the greateſt of all Fears is that of Death; which ap- 
pears ſo exceeding terrible to People of weak Minds, that 
they fly with Horror from every Thing which ſets it 
before their Eyes. To this Cauſe is owing their extreme 
Averſion to make a Vill, an Act that ſeems to ſuppoſe 
them aying, a Circumſtance they cannot bear to think of, 
And therefore, though they can't deny the Reaſonableneſs 
ef doing it, no more than they can deny the „ 
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of Death, yet are they for avoiding both as long as poſ- 
ſible. By which Means, it often happens, that ſome 
Caſualty ſuddenly cuts them off, without allowing Time 
to /ettle their Affairs; or elſe, if Death gives ſufficient 
Warning, the Fatigue of Sickneſs, and Diſtraction of 
their own Thoughts, render them uncapable of well 
performing a Bufine/5 that requires the utmoſt Prudence, 
Sedateneſs, and Deliberation » Whence, it too often fol- 
lows, that their Children or Relations are bereav'd of 
their juſt Dues, or left together by the Ears quarrelling 
and contending for them. 

IT is become ſo cuſtomary to defer this important 
Work 'till Life's lateſt Moments, through this unmanly 
Convardice, that many ſeem deterr'd from doing it before 
that Time, by a Kind of ſuperſtitious Apprehenſion, that 
Death immediately muſt Me win but, I dare aſſure ſuch, 
this Preparation for it will not haſten them one Moment 
ſooner to the Grave ; though, certainly, it muſt make 
the Thoughts of Death leſs dreadful, to be aflur'd, that 
whenever it comes, their Relations and Dependants will 
be left in Happineſi and Peace; and that nothing will re- 
main for themſelves to do but dye. It is, therefore, my 
Opinion and Advice, that, Nobody who has any Thing 
to give away, would truſt himſelf one fng/e Day without 
a Vill, made in perfect Health, when the Mind is vigo- 
rous and clear, free from Prejudice or Partiality, and 
able to judge and diſtinguiſb truly; which it ſeldom can 
in Time of Sickneſs ; for the Faculties of the Soul gene- 
rally are impair'd by thoſe Diſarders the Bbay ſuffers, and 
become thereby uncapable of performing their Offtige 
right, | 
g 3 S for Parents, in the Cireumſtances of my Correſ- 
pondent's Father, who have Children unprovided for, it's a a 
Matter of great Aſtoniſhment to me, how they are able 
to enjoy a Moment's Reft, while the Fe/icity of thoſe they 
are obliged in Duty to take Care of, is liable to a Thoy- 
ſand Accidents, and depends entirely on their own 
Breath ; than which nothing can be more precarious and 
uncertain. I would deſire ſuch an one only to ſuppoſe, 
(which is far from being impaſſible) that 2his very Night, 
perhaps, may be his laſt ; and conſider, then, in what 
a Condition he leaves his Family; one of them, — 
8 muc 
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much more than he either wants, or in Juſtice ought to 
have, and the reſt turn'd out to Beggaty. In ſuch a caſe 
all his former Tenderne/s and Indu/gence, the Education 


beitow'd upon them, and thoſe Vir Hopes his Promiles 


had rais'd, muſt appear to be the utmoſt Cruc/ty ; ſince 
with nothing to ſupport their rca/onable Expectations, 
they become infinitely more wretched than if he had 
abanden'd them as ſoon as born, and left them to live on 
Pariſh Charity. Can he remain unmov'd at this Reflec- 
tion, and not be ſhock'd at this Scene of Horror 
What avails his Intention to have provided for them all 
ſufficiently ? — Will it juſtify his fatal Negligence, 
ſilence: their juſt Complaints againſt him, or ſave them 
from being expoſed defenceleſs to all the Miſeries and 
Temptations of Hunger, Nakedneſs and Poverty ? — 
What a frightful and amazing Picture of Wretchedne/s 
and Ruin muſt theſe Conſiderations ſet before his Eyes ! 
How eaſy may he now prevent it all! And how 
inexcuſable muit he be, if, after this, he lives another 


Week, and ſuffers his Family to run the ſame dread- 


ful Hazard! | 
IT is a Duty incumbent on all Parents, to provide 
for, to the utmoſt of their Ability, and ſecure, as much 
as poſſible, the Happineſs of their Children: This, Rea- 
fon, Nature, Fuftice, all require. To occaſion a 
Being capable of Miſery or Happineſs, and become re- 
garalo of it afterwards, is not only barbarous, but 
_ awicked. Children have a natural Right to a Mainte- 
nance and Proviſion in the World, according to the For- 


tune and Circumſtances of their Parents: and to deprive 


them of it is a Robbery. Nor makes it any conſiderable 
Difference to them, whether it be done by Den or 
Negligence, fince, either Way, the unhappy Conſequence 
mult be the ſame. | 

WHEN we quit the World, undoubtedly it is our 
Duty, to leave al behind us, as far as we are able, in 
Happineſs and Peacc. And, methinks, it ſhould be our 
earneft Deſire too, that, thoſe we have moſt Reaſon to be 
concern'd for, ſhould exjoy what we can give them, 
quietly, without being driven to the miſerable Neceſſity 
of fighting for it with one another, or applying to the 
Courts of Juſice; where, frequently, after long —— 
| non 
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tion and Uneaſineſs, a// Parties come off Loſers. There 
are daily ſo many Inftances of Families by this Means 
torn to Pieces, that as none can deny the Reaſonableneſi 
of keeping a Will always by them, thoſe, I hope, wha 
have not already got one, may hereby be brought ta 
conſider, what a Train of Miſchief, what Miſery, what 
Unkindneſs and Tnjuſtice their dying in this Condition 
muſt znavoidably be the Cauſe of, and ſet themſelves, out 
of Hand, to provent ſuch a ſad Misfortune. 
* 


Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. 
Happy is he whom other Mens Harms make to beware. 


Frem my Houſe in the Minories. 


moſt uſeful Branches of Hiſtory, becauſe it is, of 
all others, the eaſieſt reduced to Practice. We meet 
with ſome Things, even in the Lives of the greateſt Men, 
which may alſo happen to the meaneſt Reader; and as it 


B IOGRAPH Y has ever been allowed one of the 


is their Behaviour in thoſe Points, in which alone our- 


ſelves can enter the Compariſon ; we are from thence 
naturally the more inquiſitive about them ; Pain, Mi- 
ſery, and Misfortune, are the common Lot of the whole 
Race of Mankind, and the Manner in which they have 
borne them, takes up at leaſt the mot inſtrudtive Pages in 
the Hiſtories of Heroes. : 

FOR my Part, I muſt own my Approbation of a 
Sort of Minor Hiſtorians, who, in Papers of this Kind 


eſpecially, have entertain'd the World, with Relations 


of what had paſs'd in the Middle State of Life, which, 
though they are leſs ſhining, are yet as improving as the 
former. Battles, Sieges, and Negotiations, which are 
what fill up the greater Part of the firſt Sort of Writings, 
are Things from whence Nine Readers in Ten can reap 
no other Advantage than Amuſement. . Whereas this 
lower Claſs of Hiſtorians make it their Buſineſs, from 
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Inſtances to inculcate ſuch Maxims, as may, almoſt every 
Day, and by almoſt every Reader, be drawn into Practice. 
It is but a very inconſiderable Number, who on this 
Stage of Life need concern themſelves, how they fhall 
act the Monarch, the General, or the Stateſman ; but as 
ſome one or other of the inferior Characters of Life 
muſt of Neceſſity fall to every one's Share, it becomes 
us to learn how to perform it : Nor 1s there any other 
Method of acquiring that Knowledge more eaſy, than by 
refle ding on the Miſtakes of others, to avoid falling into 
Errors ourſelves. f | 
IT INTEND this grave Introduction by Way of At- 
tonement for the following leſs ſerious Relation, and 
hope, as it contains ſeveral Incidents which occur often 
in Human Life, that my Readers will think this a ſufh- 
cient Apology for preſenting them with the 


Hiſtory of Beau Bronze, he Fortune-Hunter. 


THIS Gentleman, at the Time of the Adventures I 
am going to relate, was, according to his own 
Reckoning, growing towards Thirty ; though the Pariſh 
Regiſter where he was born, plac'd him then in the Two 
and Fortieth Year of his Age. He had originally about 
200 /. a-Year, which by that Time he became Five and 
Twenty, he had mortgag'd to two different Perſons for 
3000 J. a- piece. Coming very early to the Conduct of 
his own Affairs, he immediately quitted the Univerſity 
for London ; where having ſoon run through all the 
ices, or to ſpeak in a more genteel Phraſe, through all 
the Pleaſures of the Town, a few Years reduced him to 
the ſame Condition with moſt of our polite Sparks ; that 
is, a broken Eſtate, and as broken a Conſtitution. Ha- 
ving, while a Youth, loſt a great Part of his Fortune at 
Play, like a Bubble ; he was now reduced to the picking 
up a precarious Subſiſtance by it, as a Sharper. Which 
_ proving but a very indifferent Employment, he be- 
thought himſelf of a new Scheme of Life, in which his 
natural Vanity made him aſſure himſelf of Succeſs ; and 
io came to a Reſolution of making his Circumſtances 
eaſy, by marrying a Fortune; on whom, like the Beau 
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in A ſop, he was ready to ſettle his Perſon, and his Pox 
on her Heirs for ever. Nor was this Project altogether 
impracticable, ſince he was very well furniſhed with 
certain Qualifications which render a Man agreeable 
but to too great a Part of the Fair Sex: 1 mean, a flow 
of Words, a pert Addreſs, and a conſummate Aſſurance. 
' AMONGST the reſt of the Fair Ones, then, to 
whom Broxzr paid his Addreſſes, was ETHTLIN DA, 
a young Lady of about Sixteen, who had in ready Mo- 
ney a Fortune of about 6000 /. Having lived all her 
Life-time under the Care of an old Maiden Aunt in the 
Country, ſhe was, on her coming to Londen, tranſported 
with the Diverſions of the Town; yet having a ſufficient 
Share of Wit, join'd to a very good Underitanding, ſhe 
took Care, to preſerve both her Virtue, and her Re- 
putation unſpotted. With this Lady, for Want of 
having a better Acquaintance with the World, the Beau 
ſucceeded in his Addreſſes; ſhe confider'd his Perſon as 
it really was, far from diſagreeable ; ſhe flatter'd her- 
ſelf, that ſhe ſhould be carry'd in the fineſt Equipage to 
the fineſt Places; ſhe imagin'd alſo, (from his admirable 
Talent at Diſſimulation,) that he was violently in Love 
with her; from all which ſhe fanſy d that ſhe ſhould in 
Bronze meet with the fondeſt of Huſbands. As to 
Eftate, the Beau never viſited but in his Chariot, with 
a Couple of Footmen ; for his Creditors, in Hopes of 
being paid, in Caſe the Marriage ſucceedcd, took Care to 
furniſh him with every Thing neceſſary to keep up the 
Appearance of a Fortune. 
THUS all Things went on with the moſt promiſing 
Face, till the Arrival from the Univerſity of a diſtant 
Relation of ETHELINDaA's, named CarLos. This 
Gentleman was about Three and Twenty, had good Senſe, 
much Learning, and a polite Behaviour, without any 
other Defeat than having a little too much Modeſty. 
Notwithſtanding he was but too ſenſible of his Couſin's 
Pre- engagement, yet he found it impoſſible for him ts 
ſee her without falling paſſionately in Love with her. 
Lovers Eyes are always quick, and hence CarLos, in 
a few Days, from a Sharper of Bronze's Acquain- 
tance, arrived at a thorough Knowledge both of the 
| 3 | Il A; | Beau's 
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Beau's Character and Circumſtances ; of which he took 
Care that ETHELINDA ſhould be privately acquainted. 

ETHELINDA was ſo far from giving the leaſt 
Credit to this Account, that ſhe never ſo much as men- 
tioned it to Bronze himſelf, or ſuffer'd the leaſt Eu- 
quiry to be made about it. CarLos perceiving the ill 
| Succeſs of his Project, grew ſo much chagrin'd, that 
hearing the Time of their Marriage was fix'd within a 
Fortnzght, he went out of Town to a Country Seat of a 
very rich Aunt of his, on whom he had a great Depen- 
dance ; as being unwilling to be a Spectator of what he 
imagin'd, was to compleat both her Ruin and his own. 

T HE Melancholy which hung about him in this 
Retirement, was ſoon taken Notice of by the old Lady; 
and as Love is a Thing ſeldom out of even the oldeſt 
Women's Heads, ſhe, without much Difficulty, gueſs'd 
the Cauſe of it. Her Nephew eaſily confeſſed the Truth, 
and having told her the Story, © Alas, CarLos, reply'd . 

Se, have you ſo little both of Reſolution and Contri- 
* yance, as to quit your Miſtreſs ſo eaſily? Take Cou- 
rage, Man, though you have been unſucceſsful in part- 
ing her from her Lover, my Life for't, I'll find out 
a Way to make him abandon the Lady. You know 
my old Nurſe ; ſhe is but a few Years older than me, 
and not unlike me: I'll tend her up to Town To-mor- 
row to my own Lodgings, and afterwards leave you 
to compleat a Scheme, with which I ſhall acquaint 
you.” CaRLos, reviv'd at the Thoughts of this Pro- 
ject, immediately ſet about it. Nurſe, properly equip'd 
and inſtructed, was ſent up to Town, and taking her 
Lady's Name, paſs'd for a Widow of 40,000 /. Fortune, 
CarLos, by the Means of the S r from whom he 
had BrxonzE's Character, cauſed the Beau to be inform'd, 
that a Widow Lady, upwards of 70, and immenſely rich, 
was fallen deſperately in Love with him. Browze's 
natural Vanity, and good Opinicn of himſelf, made 
him the more eaſily caught; he pre ended to ETHELIN- 
Da, that a Relation of his dying ſu denly in the Coun- 
try, had left him his Heir, which obliged him to go 
out of Town for three or four Days, to take the neceſſary 
Care about the Effects he had left behind him. This 
ime was employ'd in making his Addreſſes to _ Wi- 
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dow; and as Things were ſo before-hand concerted, that 
he might meet with no more Difficulty than was abſo- 
Intely neceſſary to hinder Suſpicion, every Thing being 
ſoon adjuſted ; the Marriage was celebrated the third 
Day. The Night before which, he wrote the following 
Letter to ETHELINDA. 


Dear Madam, 

s T O prevent the Snrprize of my ſo ſudden Marriage, 
- from making too great an Impreſſion on your 
Spirits, I thought proper to be the firſt who ſhould 
* acquaint you with it myſelf. 

* BEFORE this reaches your Hands, I ſhall be the 
Huſband of the Widow TRI TY, who is upwards 
of Seventy Years old, and a 40,000 /. Fortune ; which 
is enough to convince you, that Love had no Hand in 
my Match. I hope you have more good Senſe than to 
mind Forms and Ceremonies. You may be ſure of my 
ſtaying no longer with the Hag, than 1s abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to get Poſſeſſion of her Money; I will then 
pack old Forehead Cloth directly to a Farmer's in the 
Country, where ſhe may live comfortably for 40 /. a- 
Year, while you and I, my Dear, ſpend her Thouſands 
in Splendor, | 


Jam, in Haſte, 
Yours faithfully, 
E. BRONZE 


CARLOS came very ſeaſonably to viſit her almoſt 
as ſoon as ſhe had receiv'd this Letter, and by lettiug her 
into the Secret of the Affair, not only leſſen d her Con- 
cern at this Accident, but inſpir'd her with Joy at the 
Reflection on the Danger ſhe had eſcap'd ; which filled 
her alſo with the moit favourable Thoughts for her kind 
Deliverer. BRONZE too was the next Day undeceiv'd 
by his Wife's Elopement, having firſt ſecured about Four 
Hundred Pounds worth of Jewels, which he had given 
her the Night before Marriage, and which his Creditors 

had furniſh'd him with, in Order to have preſented 
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them to ETyELIiNDA. This immediately obliged the 
Bean to quit the Kingdom ; and, with what Money he 
could ſcrape together, to repair to Cambray ; where the 
Congre!s fitting at that Time, occaſion'd high Play, and 
from whence he might poſhbly find an Opportunity to 
mend his Fortune. CARLOS and ETREIIN DA went 
to. paſs the Remainder of the Summer at his Aunt's, 
here, in about two Months after, their Marriage was 
coniummated, and they have ever ſince lived very hap- 


pily together. 
| LE. | 


Tu ne quæſteris icire (nefas) quem mihi, quem tibi 
Finem dii dederint, Leuconoe, nec Baby lonios 
Tentaris numeros. Hlor. lib. 1. od. xi. 

Strive not, Leuconoe, to pry 
Into the fecret Will of Fate; 
Nor impious Magic wainly try, | 
To know our Lives uncertain Date. Francis. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. | 
T is an excellent Obſervation of a late Elegant and 
| Polite Writer, that as it is the Endeavour of wile 
Men to retrench the Evils of Life, ſo it is the Cu- 
tom of Fools to increaſe them. Our Author applies 
this with great Juſtice to a Set of weak-minded People, 
who are always making themſelves uneaſy, from a ſu- 
perititious and irrational Regard they pay to Things they 
are pleaſed to fancy Owens. This is a Folly of which, 
at preſent, it is hard to ſay, whether it be more ridicu- 
lous, or more common. One may every Day ſee Multi- 
tudes, and I am aſham'd to ſay amongſt them ſome even 
of Quality, who are ſo infatuated with theſe Notions, 
that they imagine they have not a Limb, a Creature, or 
an Utenſil about them, which has not in it, in ſome 

Manner or other, the Spirit of Prediction. The ting- 

ling of an Ear, the itching of an Eye, the howling of 

a Dog, the croſling of Knives, or the falling of Salt, 

never fails putting them in Concern ; nor is there an 

Accident of Life ſo innocent, trivial, or common, as 

not 
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not to be capable of filling them with Terror and Amaze- 
ment. ä | 
T HIS Feebleneſs of Soul, though generally aſcrib'd 
to the Errors of Education, is, indeed, owing to no- 
thing elſe but the Want of Reflection. If People would 
but give themſelves Leave to think calmly, it is impoſſi- 
ble for them not to perceive, that ſince there is an abſo- 
lute InconneCtion between thoſe Things vulgarly called 
OMENS, and every Accident of Human Life, that 
therefore all theſe Whims and Prognoſticks, are down- 
right Chimera's, introduced originally either from the 
Fancies of weak, or the Contrivances of wicked Men. 
Such an Habit of Reaſoning as this, if ſeriouſly attended 
to, would quickly arm their Minds againſt ſuch fantaſ- 
tick Apprehenſions, and deliver them by Degrees from 
thoſe ridiculous Panicks ; with which, to the Scandal of 
Human Nature, they are apt to be ſeiz'd, at the chirping 
of a Cricket, or the ticking of a Death-watch. 
JF, without a Fault, one may divert oneſelf with the 
Whimſies of People who are infected with this Species 
of Madneſs, Oliva, an old Maid, and a Neighbour of 
mine, might now and then be entertaining. She never 
has any Thing befals her, without ſome Fore-notice or 
other ; ſhe perceives Gifts from her Nails ; is forewarn'd 
of Deaths by the burſting of Coffins out of the Fire ; 
Purſes too from the ſame Element promiſe Money; and 
her Candle brings her Letters conſtantly before the Poſt. 
She is the Oracle of all the giddy Girls in the Neighbour- 
hood, who reſort to her every Morning to have their 
Dreams told. Though ſome of the old People hereabouts 
are ſo far from having ſo good an Opinion of her, that 
they are apt to fanſy ſhe deals with ſomething worſe 
than herſelf. | 
THE Deſire of knowing future Events, is always a 
Sign of a weak Mind, and as ſuch, we find it a very 
predominant Paſſion, as well amongſt the Great Vulgar, 
as the Small. Though it muſt be confeſs'd of this Folly, 
if that be any Thing in its Favour, that it is of a very 
antique Original ; and that even the moſt early Ages 
were over-run with it: In which Ages, as the World 
was very fruitful of inquiſitive and credulous Fools, fo 
alſo it was of Courſe productive of Cheats, Impoſtors, 
| EE and 
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and Deceivers. The Cha/deans, who had acquired a very 
Juit Reputation for their Knowledge in A/tronomy, began 
the firſt, in Compliance with the '1'aſte of thoſe Times, 
to pervert that noble Science, aud inſtead thereof, to in- 
troduce a Spurious Kind of Starry Divination, which 
las pais'd in the World ever ſince by the Name of Aſtro- 
lag y. Thereby, as if they had forgot that End, for which 
God, according to the Scriptures, created the Heavenly 
Lights, 4iz. tor the regulating of. Times and of Sca- 
ſons, they have even afterted Mankind to be ruled by 
their Influences, the Couric of Events by them to be di- 
refed, and in fine, that their Power is ſo great, as ei- 
ther to ſupply, or to over- rule the Decrees of Providence ; 
than which it is impoſlible to imagine any 'I hing more 
irrational or abſurd. 

FOR the Practice of this deluſive Art, not only the 
Chaldears, but even their Neighbours the Jeu grew 
ſo famous, that during the Time of the Reman Empire, 
they made a 1 rade, of cither ſtanding at the Corner of 
Bridges, or of accoſting Paſſengers on the Road, and, 
like our Gyp/{cs, offering, on croſſing their Hands with 
a Piece of Silver, to tell them their Fortune. While 
Profeſſors of the ſame Art, though of ſomewhat higher 
Rank, made it their Buſineſs, in Rome itſelf, to impoſe 
on Perſons of DiſtinQion ; ; Which they did to ſuch a De- 
gree, and their Villainies became fo notorious at laſt, 
that the Legiſjature thought fit to exert itſelf ; inſomuch 
that they were all baniſh'd /taly by Decree. 

IT may, indeed, ſeem ſomething ſtrange, that ſo 
wiſe and learned a People as the Romans, ſhould fall into 

this Iniatuation ; but it will, however, appear much 

more excuſable in them than in us, if we conſider the 
Theology that prevail'd amongſt them, and that the Pre- 
judice of Education was univerſal, which made not only 
the many, but ſome alſo even of their greateit Men ready 
to fall into this Superſtition. | 

LUCAN in his Pherſalir, ſets this Subject, of 
which I am ſpeaking, in the fulleſt and moſt beautiful 
Light that can be imagin'd. He introduces LABIENus 
in the Name of the whole Army, addreſſing Caro and 
entreating him, that ſince Heaven had directed their 


March ſo near the famous Temple of Jupiter . 
| e 


The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR, 177 


he would therefore indulge their unanimous Deſire, 
ſo far, as to conſult the Oracle upon their Succeſs. 'To 
which that Poet makes CaTo reply, with a Spirit truly 
worthy of that famous Champion of the Roman Liberty, 
which Speech, as it is generally eſteem'd one of the moſt 
ſhining Parts of the Poem, my Readers, perhaps, may 
not be diſpleas'd with the Tranſlation of. 


FULL of the God, that labour'd in his Breaſt, 
Thoughts worthy of a God, he thus expreſid: 
Whither, O Labienus, would'ſt thou go? 
Or what ſtrange Things are theſe ye long to know ? 
Weuld'ft thou be told, whether it better be, 
To live a Slave, or thus in Arms die free? 
Would'ft thou be told, if Force ſhould ever make 
A Patriot in his Country's Cauſe turn back ? 
Would'ſt thou be told, if Fortune on us frown, 
Or if with Glory Heaven our Arms ſhall crown ? 
Whether our Loſs. or whether cur Succeſs, 
Would make our Virtue either more or leſs ? 
IF theſe the Secrets are, you would unfold, 
Theſe may without an Oracle be told. 
Unfought for theſe, be Ammon's ſacred Ground, 
A nearer Temple of the God is found. 
Within ourſelves the Deity reſides, | 
O'er all our Thoughts, and all our Acts prefides. 
When Life he gave, he did himſclf infuſe, 
And when he ſpeaks, he needs no Voice to uſc. 
All that for us to know be thought was fit, 
I by himſelf within our Beſoms aurit. 
Think'ft thou that God, to hide himſelf inclin'd, 
To ſeorching Sands, and pathbleſs Plains confin d, 
Where Hills of Duſt by warring Winds are hurſd, 
Cramp d in this ſavage Corner of the World. 
HAS God a Place! in Earth! in Ain 
In Heaven in Virtue ! he will ſure appear] 
here er we turn, where'er wwe look, or move, 5 
All! all! is Him! and every awherg is Jo ve. * 
LET doubting Fools, to juggling Prieſts repair, | 
Not led by Piety, but ad by Fear, F . 
Though cles, no Certainty can give, en ot 3 


'Tes certain, Death will all our Woes relieve ; : 
FS ER One 
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One common Fate muſt wait upon us all, 
And arm d with Virtue, can we fear to fall? 
This ſolves all Doubts, this lcaves no Reom to fear, 
Jove told us this, and need no more declare. 

THEN march'd, and left hern'd Ammon una dor d, 
Ard neither Prieſt, nor Oracle explor'd. 


THE Miſeries of Life are ſo heavy and numerous in 
themſelves, that we need not by Anticipation endeavour 
to encreaſe chem; and for thoſe Delights which Man- 
kind are capable of enjoying here, they are all of ſuch a 
Nature, as to be much impair'd, when they are pre- 
ceeded by a ling'ring Expectation. A Regard, then, for 
our own Concerns, if we rightly underſtand them, wall 
be ſufficient to bar us from thoſe fantaſtick Enquiries, 
which when we have beſtow'd all the Pains we can 
about them, we ſhall find to end in nothing but Fraud, 
Folly, and Deceit. For to imagine that the Decrees of 
Providence are abſolutely inſcrutable to the cleareſt and 
moſt elevated Underitandings, and that its deepeſt Secrets 
ſhould at the fame Time be perſpicuous to Quacks, Mad- 
men, and old Women, (for ſuch are generally the Pro- 
ſeſſors of theſe Myſteries,) is a Poſition equally abſurd 
and wicked. | | 

IN former Ages, when Men, if I miſtake not, were 
in general much more learn'd than they are at preſent, 
a good deal of Cunning, nay, and ſome Reading too, 
was needful to qualify one of theſe Pretenders to the Oc- 
a_ 13 Fe Succeſs ; but in this Age, much leſs 

iſguiſe is neceſſary, or more properly ſpeaking, th 
impoſe upon us bareſacedly, — f whkour any Diſpaiſe at 
all. To hear a Fellow, with a very grave Face, talk- 
ing of Sextile and Quartile Aſpects, of Oppoſitions and 
Conjunctions of the Planets, and of the different Poſition 
of the various Houſes of Heaven, one muſt acknowledge 
that it is no Wonder, if by ſuch a Perſon, one 
who wants jon ſhould be deceiv'd. But to fanſy 
that the Records of Fate are written in the Bottom of a 
Coffee-Cup, nd that too in Characters ſo broad, as that 
the molt filly i literate Wretch breathing may read them, 
& ſo monſtrous an Abſurdity, that did not daily Expe- 
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rience convince us, one could hardly be perſwaded, that 
a rational Being could ever ſink ſo low as to believe it. 

AS I deſign this Paper, in a more particular Manner, 
for the Uſe of my Female Readers, I ſhall cloſe it with 
a Story, of the Truth of which I am convinc'd ; and 
which may, I hope, in ſome Meaſure, ſerve to conduce 
towards putting Fortune tellers out of Favour. 

ALADY of Quality, a celebrated Beauty, with 
20,000 J. in her Pocket, to whom a Peer of England, at 
that Time, paid his Addreſſes, went to a late famous 
Dumb Fortune teller, to enquire into the Secrets of Fu- 
turity. The Conjurer, with his uſual Confidence, aſ- 
fur'd her, that if ſhe refuſed whatever Offers of Mar- 
riage were at preſent made her, within four Years à 
certain great Perſonage would arrive, and that ſhe ſhould 
then ſpeedily become the Wife of no leſs than a Sovereign 
Prince of the Holy Roman Empire. The Lady unhap- 
pily took his Advice, difmiſs'd the Nobleman, and about 
Fifteen Years after dy'd a neglected old Maid of Forty- 
five, without ever hearing one Word more of this ſame 
Prince, than what had been told her by the aforeſaid. 
Conjurer. | 

(LL) 


Tanto major famæ ſitis eſt, quam | 

- virtutis. | | Tuv. fat. 10. 

So much the Thirft of Honour fires the Blood, 
So many would be Great, but few be Good! 


Dryden.. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 
"TT HERE's a ftrong D-fire in Mankind of becoming 
remarkable and particular, whereby to gain the 
= Notice and Admiration of other People, and be 
thought auonder ful and extraordinary. Every one of us, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, is, leſs or more, actuated 
by this Principle, which puts on a different Appearance, 
zuſt according to the Temper and Inclination wherewith it 
meets; in theſe of bold and enterprizing Spirits, 
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it attempts hardy and daring Actions: in covetous Diſpo- 
tions it rakes together, and heaps up Riches by all man- 
ner of Means; among our Country 'Squires, it exerts 1t- 
ſelf at Horſe Races, Hunting Matches, and Drinking 
Bouts ; and it makes our Beaux in Town endeavour to 
out-ſhine each other in Dre/s and Eguipage, and appear 
the fineſt at Drawwing-R:oms and Aſemblics. 

THIS Fondneſs of being rad of, or Deſire of Fame, 
in the earlieſt Ages, e'er the Mind of Man was become 
depraved and wicked, ſtirr'd up Ti of ſuperior Abilities 
to the Ixwenticn of ſuch uſeful Arts as were of general 
Benefit ; and the Reputation they then ſought after, was 
ſuch an one as aroſe from a//i/ting the Oppreſſed, from 
doing Gocd, and excelling others in Wiſdom and in Vir- 
tue. Hence it came to paſs, that their Cotemporaries 
regarded them with the higheſt Yercration, and repre- 
ſented them to Poſterity as demi Gods and Heroes. But, 
afterwards, as the Notions of Right and Wrong became 
more neglected, Force and Violence were introduc'd more 
frequently: Poaver aſſumed the Place of Virtue, and in- 
Read of aiming at the valuable Reputation of promoting 
the general Happineſs of Mankind, this De/ire took ano- 
ther Turn, and led on Perſons of aſpiring Minds, to en- 
deavour at making themſelves remarkable for Conqueſt 
and extended Empire. And as #ho/z are ever ſurrounded 
with Crowds of Flatterers, from whom much is to be 
hop'd- or fear d, Rapine, Iujuſtice, and Oppreſſion, were 
by them falſely called Glory, and theſe publick Rawagers 
ſet forth and prais'd as Objecs of Wonder, Reverence, 
and Efteem. | 

BY theſe Means was produc'd and cheriſh'd that rur- 
bulrnt Paſhon of the Soul, Anbition, which has done 
more Miſchief to Mankind than all the reft together: 
For the re/? but here and there deſtroy, while this bee. 
«ff whole Nations at a Stroke. It is ſurprizing and 
unaccountable, that laying aſide common Senſe, Man- 
kind ſhould, as it were, by a general Infatuation, extol 
and adore theſe Congucrors of the World; auho, diveſted 
of the lying Applauſes their Sycophants beſtow, are the 
moſt dreadful of all Evils, and more deſtructive than a. 
Peſtilence. To rob an Houſe, or commit a ſingle Mur- 
der, is every where accounted e and infamous ; how. 

then 
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then comes it, that to pillage Kingdoms, and kill by 
Thouſands, is called G/ory ? Providence may deſign an 
ALEXANDER or a C «5a, to ſcourge the World; and 
as Puniſhments, we ſhould conſider them z but a Plague, 
a Deluge, or a Conflagration, as well deſerve our Praiſes. 
If to loſe a Senſe of all Humanity, to have a Pawer and 
Will of doing Miſchief is true Glory, the Devi certainly 
is the moſt glorious of all Beings, and it is high Injuſtice 
to deprive him of his Fame. But the Paraſites of Prin- 
ces put no Bounds to the extravagant Folly and Madneſs 
of their Flattery: Thoſe of ALEXANDER made him 
fanſy himſelf the Son of JueiTER, till being wounded, 
and ſeeing the crimſon Blood ſtreaming from him, unlike 

the 1chor of the Gods, which Homer mentions, he began 
to doubt of his Immortality. And HERMODORUs, in 
a Poem writ in Honour of AnTiconvus, ſtil'd him the 
Son of the Sun, to which that Prince wiſely anſwer'd, 
He that empties my Cloſe-ſtool, can eafily prove the con- 
trary. 

70 this Deſre of being remarkable, moſt of the 
great Actions both good and bad, which Hiſtory relates, 
are owing : For the Sake of this alone, Multitudes ſa- 
crifice their Eaſe, Health, and Quiet, deſpiſe Danger, 
and face Death itſelf with Intrepidity. The Romans, 
by indulging 2h:s Paſſion in their Soldiery, became invin- 
cible. The cheap and trifling Diſfinction of a Laurel 
Cron, for ſuch as behaved themſelves bravely, made 
every private Sentinel an Hero; and, inũgnificant as it 
may ſeem to us, appear'd to them an ample and glorious 
Recompence for the moſt important Services they were 
capable of performing, and well worth venturing Life. 
for. And even in our Days, I am perſwaded, it would 
be found much more difhcult to raiſe an Army, was it 
not for the Reputation and Reſpe which every one of 
the poor Feiloavs promiſes to himſelf from wearing a 
Red Coat, and being call'd a Gentleman. *Twas this 
ſame Paſſion that inſpir d ALEXANDER, and made. 
him ruſh on in Spite of all Oppoſition ; as himſelf: con- 
feſſes, when the great Pains he took to paſs the Hydaſpes, 
made him cry out, O Athenians ! What Haraſbips have 
I endur'd, what Dangers hawe I ſet at nought, to be 
tommended by you And that Perſon, who ſet on Fire 


. the 
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the famous Temple of D1ana, committed that wicked 
Action for v ether End or Purpoſe, but to make himſelf 
be talk'd of. | 
B UT to leave Antiquity, and obſerve this Paſſion 
among ovr/e/ves, may prove, b a uſeful Enter- 
tainment, and 1s withal a Kind of Fuftice we owe ſe⸗ 
veral of our Countrymen, who take vait Pains to make 
themſelves remarkable. Was it not for his, many a 
Man of Fortune would have been unable to drive a 
Cech himſelf, whom ow all the World muſt acknow- 
ledge to fit the Box with a becoming Grace, to turn 
with great Addreſs, and be in every Reſpett a complcat 
Driver. Whar a Glory! what an Happincſi is this! both 
to himſelf,, and his honourable Family ! and how deſer- 
vedly is he the Exvy and Wonder of all the Coachmen in 
the Kingdom, who meet him as frequently upon the 
Road, as if he kept a Stage ! There is nothing can 

fibly increaſe his Fame, but to enter into the Serwice 
of ſome Gentleman, who, for Want of proper Talents or 
Application, is forced to employ another, and be his 
Coachman gratis. Others, by the ſame Paſſion, have 
been ity d to un on Errands ; and therefore ought, 
I think, to be employ'd continually in carrying Letters 
or Meſſages to and fr», for any Body that has Occaſion, 
which would render them of good Service to the Pub- 
lick, and make their Speed much better known. Can 
any Thing be prertier, than to fee one of theſe aimble- 
footed Gentlemen, in his white Facket, carrying a Por- 
ter's Staff, cover d with Duff and Sweat, and ſtraining 
before his e202 Chariot, to give an Account that Him 
is coming? | 

I MUST not here neglect a z-w Sort of Candidates 
for the publick Notice, who lately have appear'd about 
the Streets, and in moſt Places of Refort, with large 
thick Oaſten Cudgels in their Hands; which, left People 
ſhould imagine intended as a Support in walking, by 
carry with the Head. downward. As their Dreſs is 
likewiſe affectediy plain and ordinary, and their Figure 
thus tbreatning, they feem fo much like Ruyfians, that a 
Week ago one of them was apprehended on Suſpicion of 
being a Szreet-Robber, and carry'd before a Fuftice of 


5 i 
the Peace, who would certainly have committed him to 
. mW Newgate, 
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Neaugate, had he not ſent for ſome of his Friends to 
prove him a Man of Quality. Theſe Gentlemen of the 
Club, ſince they are ſo properly accoutred, ſhould, I 
think, aſſiſt our Butchers in driving their Catile home 
from Smithfield Market, which would be a mighty agree- 
able Employment, and make them wonderfully uſeful 
and remarkable This Hint is intirely at their Service, 
(only reſerving to yſelf the Honour of being the #-/ 
Inventor) and I hope to find it very ſpeedily put in Prac- 
tice : Nor do I much doubt, in this generous and inge- 
nious Age, when the Deſire of being diſtinguiſh'd, ex- 
cites a noble Emulation, but that /ome of our Gentry 
will carry Burdens, others turn Gold Finders, and ofhers, 
to ſhew their extraordinary Abilities, ſweep our Chim- 
neys. For, as a modern Satyriſt beautifully and well ob- 
ſerves, ; 65D. 


The Love of Praiſe, howe'er conceal d by Art, 
Reigns more or leſi, and glows in every Heart: 
The Proud, to gain it, Toils on Toils endure, 
The Modeſt un it, but to make it ſure. 
O'er Globes and Scepters, now, on Thrones it fevells, 
Now, trims the Midnight Lamp in College Cells. 
"Tis Tory, Whig : 1t plots, prays, preaches, pleads, ' 
Harangues in Senates, /queaks in Maſquerades. 
Here to 8 — e, Humour makes a bold Pretence, 
There bolder aims at P * Eloquence. 
I aids the Dancer's Heel, the Writer's Head, | 
And heaps the Plain with Mountains of the Dead: 
Nor ends avith Life. but nods in Sable Plumes, 
Adorns our Hearſe, and fatters on our Tombs. © 
| Dniverſal Paſſiom 
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Procul abſit gloria vulgi. 


What the Vulgar admire, 
J don't enUy, nor defire. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


HE moſt ſurprizing and magnificent Idea that the 
Soul of Man can poſſibly receive, is, that of the 


Univerſe. Other Conſiderations may amuſe and 
divert his Thoughts awhile, bui this employs and fill. 


them all. Deſtroying, or, at leaſt, ſuſpending every 
Paſſion, it makes a Man acquainted with his own Lizz/e- 


neſs, by repreſenting to him the Power and Grandeur of 


his Creator; and is the moſt effectual Check to human 


Pride. What Man! What Monarch! that conſiders 
the immenſe Expanſe, with thoſe glorious, numberleſs, 
and vaſt Bodies that roll through it at Diſtances incon- 
ceivable ; that beſtows one Reflection upon them; or 
forms the ſlighteſt Conjecture about their Uſes; can poſſi- 
bly account this 4/2m (which is calbd the Vorla) as any 
Thing * — a Compariſon with the Hale / 

How, inſig 

readily muſt he acknowledge, that Pride was not made 
fer Man! t | 


THE Want of that Knowledge in 4/fronomy, which 


theſe later Ages have attain'd, whereby every Star is 
diſcover'd to be a Sur, giving Light and Heat, like 
this of ours, and conſequently ſerving the ſame Purpoſes, 
iz. beſtowing a genial and ealivening Influence on Pla- 
nets of its own; auhich, as this Earth we live upon is 


crowded with Inhabitants, muſt, from a Parity of Rea- 


ſon, doubtleſs be all fill'd with Creatures : The 
Want, 7 ſay, of this Knowledge, firſt led Mankind into 
that prepoſterous and extravaganſ Imagination, that zhem- 
ſelves are ſupreme Lords of the whole Creation, and that 
all Things were made for them alone: In ſuch a View, ſo 
agreeable to human Pride, they conſider'd themſelves as 


of infinite Importance, and attributing to themſelves 
Divine 


nificant then muſt himſelf appear, and how 


or. * — 


£00 ͤ ac: a 


The UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR 185 


Divine Qualities, whereof they ſuppoſed all other Crea- 
tures deſtitute, they ſeparated from the Crowd of Animals 
their Fe//cavs and Companions : over whom they clain'd 
an unlimited Superiority and Power : and to whom e 
took upon them to diſtribute juſt ſuch a Share and Sort 
of Capacity and Diſtinction, as was moſt ſuitable to 
their own ſtupid Vanity. Hence it came to paſs, that 
ſuch Actions, as in themſelves they call'd the Reſult of 
Renſon, Underſtanding, Knowledge, or Wiſdem, in other 
Creatures were not admitted to ariſe from any Thing 
but Inſtinct, or meer Nature; Words intended to imply 
the greateſt Diſtance from that Perfection which hey ima- 
gin'd in themſelves, by ſuppoſing all the reft under a 
Neceſſity of acting after a determin'd and certain Manner. 
Though, after all, to be led on conſtantly by meer 
Nature, or Inſtinct, or what you pleaſe, in a dire 
Road, to ſuch a Happineſs as they are moſt capable of 
eujoying, is, methinks, not much leſs deſirable, than 20 
be left to the Conduct of Reaſon, or any other Faculty, 
be it ever ſo much boaſted of, which miſtates the Way 
nine Times in ten. 

I F we examine, impartially, onrſelwes, and the Crea- 
tures that are about us, we ſhall find, that there is more 
Difference between Man and Man, than between Men 
and ſome Sorts of Brutes ; and that, upon a Compariſon, 
there is little Cauſe to value owr/e/ves, at the mighty 
Rate we do. Whilſt I am playing with my Car, 
ſays MonTaich, who knows whether I don't make 
ber more Sport than ſhe does ne? We mutually diwert 
one another ; and if I have my Hour to begin, or re- 
fuſe, ſhe likewiſe has her's. That Brutes have a 
Communication amongſt themfelves is evident ; and what 
_ binders it between them and us, may, for aught we 

know, be a Defe& on our Side as much as theirs, ſince 
we underſtand them no more than they do us. 

AS for the Operations of Animals; can we imagine 
ſuch a regular and well.manag'd Government as that of 
Bees, can be maintain'd without Prudence and Confidera- 
tion? Or, that the Ants and many other Sorts of Crea- 
tures provide ſo carefully againſt the dead Seaſons of the 
Year, and uſe ſuch Caution to prevent their Food from 
| ſpoiling, without Knowledge and Contrivance ? ge 
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the Szwallmws come to us in the Spring ſearch all the 
Corners of our Houſes for the moſt commodious Places to 
build their Nets; and amongſt a Thouſand, chuſe the 
propereſt for their Purpoſe 3 is all this without Fudg- 
ment and Diſcretien? Do they mix their Clay with 
Water, without knowing that it grows ter by being 
wet? or /ine their Neſts with Deos and Feathers, with- 
out foreſeeing that their tender Young will lie more ſafe 
and eaſy ? Or can it be ſuppoſed they turn the Entrance 
of their Habitation from the b/ufterixg and rainy Quar- 
ters, without being acquainted with the Qlities of the 
Winds, and fully ſenſible that one is warmer and more 
comfortable than the other ? Why ſhould we attri- 
bute different Cauſes to the ſame I fechs iu them and us? 
Men a Fox, that is to paſs a frozen River, lays 
his Ear down to the Ice, and /ifters if the Current under- 
neath ſounds from a nearer or farther Diſtance, and as 
be finds, advances or retires ; can we believe it 1s with- 
out reaſoning, as we ſhould do on the like Occaſion, 
that what makes a Nei runs, what runs is liquid, and 
what is Iiguid is not paſſable ? | | 
- TT is certain, that Animals excel in moſt of their 
Werks all we can do by Art; yet we deny them Deli- 
beration and Defign 2 —— Which is paying them a Cam- 
Pliment we don't intend, by ſuppoſing Nature more kind 
to them than us; leading them, as it were, by the Hand, 
to what is zeedfu/ and commodious for their Kind of Life; 
whilſt it leaves us alone to ſhift, and ſeek out by Art, 
what is zeceſſary for our Welfare; and unable, after all 
our Pains, to arive at their natural Sufjictency. | 
What Craft and Subtilty do Brutes uſe to fave themſelves 
from us ! and if, at laſt, we ſeize and make hem ſerve 
us, and employ them as we pleaſe, it is no more than 
what we do by one another; nay, in this they act more 
generouſly than we, for one Lion never makes another 
Lion become his Slave, and do his Drudgery. 

I T is likewiſe plain, that Brutes are capable of being 
inſtructed after our Manner: Parrots, Jays, and Mag- 
pies, are taught to pe], and confine their Breath to 
Words and Syllables, which proves great Obſervation 
Pains, and Diligence. Thoſe Dogs alio, that lead about 
the Blind, ſhew they are fully ſenſible of the Office they 

; | are 
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are employ'd in, by the Care they take to keep them 
clear of Carts and Coaches, and to ſtop at thoſe Houſes 
where they have been accuſtom'd to receive Alms; all 
which can hardly be done without Confideration, Thought, 
and Reaſon : Beſides, it is very evident, that 
Brutes, as well as Men, grow wiſer, and gain Experi- 
ence by the Accidents they meet with; like the Mule of 
TuarEs, that fording through a River, ſtumbled with 
a Sack of Salt upon his Back, anfl finding his Load 
lighter by being abet, when afterwards he paſs'd a Water, 
uſed conſtantly to lie dowwn in it with his Burden ; till 
the Phil/oJopher imagining the Cauſe, laaded him with + 
Hool, which growing much heavier by his doing ſo, 
broke him entirely of that Practice. - 
. THUS much for Reaſon, Forefight, Contrivance, 
and Underſtanding. As to Beauty, we are not yet 
agreed what it is amongſt ourſelves : (ſome Nations call- 
ing that ſo, which is thought Defermity by others,) but 
it is certain, that in Cleanne/5, Smoothneſs, Colour, Pro- 
Portion, and Diſpoſition of Parts, many Animals excel 
us greatly; inſomuch, that I believe, whoever imagines 
a Man ſtark naked, will judge a Covering more proper 
for him than any of the reſt. —Then, if we conſider 
bodily Strength, a ſingle Eliphant, a Crocodile, or a Ty- 
ger, can deftroy Multitudes of Men: Though, in 
killing, as an Art, I muſt acknowledge, we much outdo 
them; but that I account very little, either to our 
Praiſe or Advantage. —Befides all this, in Temperance, 
Gratitude, Friend/hip, and many other Virtues, they 
equal us, at leaſt, The Love and Fidelity of Dogs to 
their Mafters, are ſo common, that it would ſoem Im- 
pertinence to mention the many well known Stories of 
them; and we ſee Horſes oftentimes contract ſuch a ſtrict 
Friendſhip, that it is difficult to make them eat or tra- 
vel, when parted from one another. | 

I DON'T mean, by this Diſcourſe, to undervalue 
Man, or ſuppoſe him of leſs Dignity in the Creation 
than Providence ſeems to have intended ; but I would 
moderate his Exceſs of Pride, by ſhewing, that other 
Creatures have their Exce//cncies as well as he, and are 
endu'd with Capacities, which, even compar'd with his 
own, he will find no Reaſon to deſpiſe. All Things 

44 upon 
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upon Earth have a Reſemblance, and are under the ſame 
Law; there is, indeed, ſome Difference in Order and 
Degree, but it is under the Direction and Influence of 
ene ſame Mirae All-mighty BEING. 
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The pureſt Treaſure mortal Times afford, 

1s ſpotleſs Reputation : — That away, 

Men are but gilded Loam, or painted Clay. 
Shakeſpear's Rich. II. 
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From my Houſe in the Minories. 


ET a Man behave with all the Circumſpection and 
Integrity imaginable, if he acts in a publick Copa- 
city, it is impoſſible for him to live clear of Scau- 
dal: A thouſand /it//e Minds will ſwell with Evy to 
ſee him rais'd above them, and endeavour all they can, 
with their poiſencus Breath, to obſcure his Glory, and 
tarniſn his Reputation. Words and Actions are eaſily 
miſ-repreſented : And 1/I-Nature, that ſpeaks well of No- 
body, can every where find ſufficient Matter to calum- 
niate even the molt Innocent. 
IAM thrown upon theſe Reflections, by a malicious 
and falſe Report, which is induſtriouſly ſpread Abroad, 
concerning my Guardianſtip of ANNABELLA 3 wick- 
edly inſinuating, that all my Profiſſions of Care and 
Caution, and my rejecting a Multitude of Offers for her, 
are only plauſible Pretences for keeping her to myſelf : 
That I have made her generous Confidence in me a Means 
of ſerving my own awvarttious Purpoſes, and getting Poſ- 
ſeſũon of her Fortune; and, in ſhort, that I am juſt go- 
ing to be marry'd to her. — As nothing in the World 
can be more contrary to Truth than every Part of this 
Story, (which, I am ſure, fe will readily atteſt,) I think 
it highly proper to windicate my Character iff this = 
p h 
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lie Manner : Not contenting myſelf with that common 
but erroneous Saying, that, if we know curſelves inno- 
cent, it's no Matter what People ſay of us: Whereas, 
on the contrary, it is our Duty, not only to conduct 
ourſelves unblamtably, bat, as much as in us lies, to 
avoid the Imputation of being otherwiſe ; for Ei Ex- 
ample has a very pernicious Conſequence, and thoſe who 
are even wicked (privately) do leſs Miſchief to Mankind 
than ſuch, (though not criminal,) who are ſo careleſs of 
their Behaviour as to be, with good Reaſon, ſuppoſod 
Guilty. But more eſpecially, in a publick Station, it 


is abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve a clear and anblemiſ d 


Reputation : ſince thoſe who take upon them to reprove 
and correct the Faults of others, ought certainly to ap- 
pear unblameable themſelves : The Neglect of which 
reaſonable Maxim, is one great Cauſe why abundance of 
wiſe Inſtruction produces to little Good, whilſt the Prac- 
tice of thoſe that give it is ſo different from what they 

teach. | 
T O beſtow a young Lady well in Marriage, is a 
Matter not only of the niceti Nature, but of the utmoſt 
Conſequence. The Men are fo generally corrupted, that 
to find out one with Gocd- Nature, Virtue, and Heoneur, 
ſufficient to make a Veman happy. requires much Pru- 
dince and Penetration; and therefore, when firſt I under- 
took this difficult and important Taſk, I gave publick 
Natice of it, that amongſt a Number I might have an 
Opportunity of Ig out the be; and have ſince in- 
form'd the Zr!d of all that has happen'd in the Ma- 
nagement of this whole Affair: whereby 1 thought to 
ſerve my Ward molt effectually, and by fuch op:n Deal- 
ing, ſecure myſelf from every Imputation of S:/f-Intc- 
reſt and Di/ign. But my bone/i Meaning has not been able 
to ſecure me from the Laſh of Calumny, Which bas 
trump'd up a very cud 4rgounene againſt me, that, ſince 
I would not /{// her to any other, J muſt of Neceſſity 
reſerve her for myſelf. This Falſhood was firſt rais'd by 
that c Gertl:-1an who offer'd me tie Bank Nete to be- 
tray her, (as I before inform'd my Readecrs,) whoſe own 
corrupt Mind made him imagine it irpcſib:e for me to 
refuſe his 2horſand Guincas, had 1 not been det.rmin'd to 
make myſelt Maſter of her whole Fortune, The * 
ve 
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Love of all the reſt whoſe Offers I had rejected, drew 


them likewiſe into the fame Opinion; by which Means, 
this Story has been ſpread abroad, and affirm'd with all 
imaginable Confidence: Though every unprejudic'd Per- 
ſon will eafily be convinc'd, how improbable it is I 
ſhould entertain ſuch Thoughts, when the Advertiſement 
I myſelf publiſh'd, to invite Candidates, excludes all 
People of my own Age. 
THROUGH an unhappy Di/appointment in my 
Youth, 1 have continu'd all my Life a Batcbelor; and 
though I don't abſolutely reſolve that I will never alter 
my Condition; yet, I hope, Providence will always 
keep me in my Senſes ; and protect me from that Misfor- 
tune, Which, ſometimes, betalls / Men in their Dotage, 
the marrying a young Wife, I am fully ſenſible, 
that Diſappointment, Unecaſineſs, Contradiction, Jealouſy, 
Hatred, and Wretchedneſs, uſually attend ſuch Marche, 
and that, in the Courſe of Nature, it can ſcarce be other- 
wiſe : For, without taking Notice, how impoſſible it 
is, for a gay, charming, beautiful, young Creature, to 
have any Kind of Fonaneſ or Regard for a decay'd, 
wrinkled, thoughtful, peeviſh, coughing, flavering c 


Fellow, whoſe Endearments muſt be nauſeous to her; it 


is certain, that the Opinions, Inclinations, Temper, and 
Paſjions of Youth and Age, are ſo directly oppoſite, that 
they can admit of no Harmony or Agreement; inſomuch, 
that for my own Part, I aſſure my n was ANNa- 
BELLA Miſtreſs of the whole World, and would accept 
of me, neither her Fortune nor her Charms ſhould tempt 
me to make both her and myſelf fo miſerable. 

AN carneſt Deſire of vindicating my Character from 
a Slander, which might render me both ridiculous and 
di teſtable in the Eyes of all conſiderate honeſt People, 
ard thereby prevent my Endeavours from being ſervice- 
able to Mankind, has, I fear, carry'd me too far : But, 
] hope, my Readers will excuſe it, and not charge me 


with being over-tedious, when they conſider, how va- 


luable Reputation is, how eafily injur'd, and how diffi- 
cult to be recover'd. 


O Repu- 
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O Reputation! dearer far than Life, 
Thou precicus Balſam, lovely, ſareet of Smell, 
IWheſe cordial Drops once ſpilt by ſume raſh Hand, 
Not all thy Owner's Care, nor the repenting Toil 
Of the rude Spiller, ever can collect 
To its firſt Purity and native Sweetneſs, = 
Sir Walter Raleigh. 


BUT notwithſtanding the Wickedneſs and Cenſori- 
ouſneſs of the Age we live in, I hope, in a little while, 
to make my Fidelity and Care in the Diſcharge of this 
great Truſt repos'd in me, appear beyond all Doubt, by 
lodging my fair Ward ſafe and happy, in the Arms of 
a tender and indulgent Huſtand : And this I have good 
Reaſon to believe I ſhall be able to effect, by beſtou ing 
her on HoxesTus; a Gentleman who, with my Ap- 
probation, is endeavouring to make his Addreſſes and 
himſelf agreeable. This excellent young Man, for he 
is yet but eight and twenty, by the Kindneſs of Nature, 
and the Advantage of a liberal Education, is Maſter of 
every genteel and generous Accompliſhment. His Per- 
ſon is well proportion'd and finely turn'd ; his Stature 
rather tall than ſhort ; lus Ccmplediion fair and healthy; 
his Features juſt and regular; expreſſing an uncommon 
Sweetneſs and Delicacy, but without the leaſt Effemi- 
nacy. His Vit is lively, cheerful, innocent, mannerly, 
and unaffected: His Learning univerſal, deep and uſeful : 
His Temper (for I have examin'd into all the Receſſes of 
his Soul with my Philoſophical Spectacles,) is open, fin- 
cere, humane, beneficent, placid and affectionate. He is 
virtuous by Inclination: All his Paſſions obey his Rea- 
ſon, and are conducted by the ſtricteſt Rules of Honour, 
Virtue, and Diſcretion. His Father dying when 
he was about the Age of Twenty, left 500 J. a-Year, 
intirely to his own Management. This he did not judge 
ſufficient to ſupport a Life of Jane and Pleaſure, but 
therewith apply'd himſelf induſtriouſly to Buſineſs, and 
by Merchangize, has already made it double; ſcorning 
and deteſting all thoſe /itz/e Arts in Trade, which many 
1 he is every where admir'd and ſought after for 

us Integrity; whereby his Dealings are become fo ex- 
N tended 
2 
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tended, and well eſtabliſh'd, that if Heaven ſpares his 
Life a few Y ears, he muſt acquire a vaſt Eſtate. — 
He has been for ſome Years paſt an Aegudintance and 
Admirer of ANNABELLA, but figh'd in Secret, and 
reſolved to check his Patton, whilſt he ſaw her ſur- 
rounded by a Crowd of futtering Coxcembs; (for, how- 
ever the Ladies may only mean to amuſe themſelves with 
ſuch Company, it is certain, that Per ſors of real Merit 
are thereby kept off and made afraid of them ;) but when, 
by my Advice, theſe Creatures were no longer admitted, 
he made his Affection known to me, in a Manner ſo ex- 
preſſive of the utmoſt Regard and Concern for her Haf- 
pine/5, that there was no Room to doubt the Sincerity of 
his Heart; and, at the ſame Time, laid open, with fo 
much Candour, and in ſo exact a Method, the State of 
his own Fortune and Circumſtances, that I ſhould have 
done my Ward the greateſt Injury, had I diſcountenanc'd 
one who is qualify'd to make her ſo good an Huſband. 
m— When ] fr mention'd HoxzsTus to her, 
(which I did without giving my cen Opinion of him, 
that I might find out how ſhe ſtood inclin'd,) I could diſ- 
cern, by a ſudden Bly/b and Surprixe, that he was a Per- 
ſon not difagreeable ; and after a few Viſits, it was eaſy 


to perceive, he had found a Way of getting conſiderably 


into her Favour. But there are Forms and Ceremo- 
mes, Which require Time, muſt be ſubmitted to; and 
therefore, although I long to ſee a happy End of this 
Affair, I am not for hurrying it on faſter than my fair 
Ward thinks proper. — Ladies are very nice and 
ſcrupulous on theſe Occaſions, and defirous of trying 
a Man's Temper, before they venture on him ; and, in 
Truth, I think they can't be over cautious in a Matter 
of ſo great Importance, and amidſt ſo much Deceit and 
Treachery as is daily found amongſt the Men. However, 
J have ſearch'd his Heart ſo thoroughly, that I fear no 
Diſcevery to his Prejudice : But on the contrary, am very 
well aflur'd, every Thing ſhe finds there will ſerve to 
heighten her Eſteem, and produce a tender, mutual, and 
equal Paſjion ; ſuch an one, as always ought, I think, to 
precede Matrimony. In ſhort, I have good Reaſon 
to believe it will be a Match; and therefore, acquaint 
4 whom it may concern, that I ſhall (at preſent, 

1 | (however,) 
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however,) receive no other Offers ; ſince, notwithſtand- 

ing it is a common Practice, nothing, in my Opinion, 

can be more wngenerous and diſporouratle, than for a No- 

man to encourage the Addreſſes of nere than one at once. 
* | 


2 


- 
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The Spleen, till ſerves for a Pretence, 
To thoſe, who have a Want of Senſe. 


To HENRY STONECASTLE, E; 


S IX. 


join'd to the juſt Cauſe I have to complain, will, 

I hope, in ſome Meaſure, be an Excuſe for the 
Indifference of this Performance. To improve the Mind, 
and correct the flagrant Vices and Follies of the Age, is 
a Work worthy of your Spectatorial Dignity. What I 
have to lay before you, Sir, is the great Hardſhips Trades- 
People ſuffer, through the different Whims and Humours 
of their Cuſtomers ; they feem generally to think, (that 
is, when they vouchſafe to think at all) that becauſe a 
Man is placed behind a Compter, or a Woman follows a 


T HE Defire I have of being your Correſpondent, 


Trade, they are not made of the ſame Clay ; for which 


Reaſon, when a fine Lady is troubled with the Vapours, 
ſhe takes the Toar of the City by Way of Diverſion, 
calls at Tweniy Shops, turns over the Goods for an Hour 
or two together, only for the ill-natured Pleaſure of 


finding Fault, and giving Trouble; though tis ten to 


one, if ſhe lays out a Shilling, That you may therefore, 
Sir, have a View of their Caprices, though but in Ep:- 
tome, permit me to give you a ſhort Liſt of my Cuſ- 

tomers, and the various Methods they take to plague me. 
M Father was a Gentleman of a good Family, but 
a ſmall Eſtate, which of Courſe deſcended to his eldeſt 
Son; and having nine of us beſides, we were all forced 
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to Trades. "Twas my Lot to be a Mantua-Maker, and 
by Induſtry and Complaiſance, I have at this Time as 
good Buſineſs as any of my Profeflion. My Cuſtomers 
are of all Degrees of People ; but that I may give due 
Reſpect to their Quality, I will begin with my Lady 
BeTTY TREMOR, who, before her Marriage, was ex- 
tremely good-natur'd ; every Thing 1 did pleaſed her, 
and I never brought hoine a Suit of Clothes, but I had 
the Satisfaction to hear my Work commended. Yet ſince, 
(thro' the Diſſike ſhe had to the Match) the very Sight 
of her old Lord puts her into the Vapours, and I am im- 
mediately ſent for, that ſhe may vent her Spleen. Her 
Birth-day Clothes were generally lik'd, yet ſhe has made 
me roll and unroll the Sleeves no leſs than four Times 
ſince ; and after J had ſtood till I was ready to faint, I 
muſt ſtay an Hour longer to hear her call me twenty 
Fools, and tell me I am not fit to make a Stuff Gown for 
Her Scullion ; though I could wiſh her I adyſhip would 
pleaſe to remember, that ſhe owes me abont fifty Pounds, 
which has been running up theſe two Years. 

THE next I preſent you with, is Madam Bur Lx, 
who is married to a wealthy Citizen ; ſhe was formerly 
his firſt Wife's Houſe-Maid, and is one of the largett 
robuſt Women I ever ſaw ; yet for Fear of being out of 
Faſhion, ſhe is reſolved, in Spite of Nature, to be ter- 
ribly troubled with the Vapours, which are often car- 
Tied to ſuch a Pitch, that ſhe boxes her Footman, knocks 
down her Maids, and if her Spouſe preſumes to inter- 
poſe, throws the firſt Thing that is next her, at his 
Head. In the Midit of one of theſe Fits, I happen'd 
very lately to bring her home a Suit of black Velvet. 
The firit Thing I met with at the Head of the Stairs, 
was the Tea-pot full of ſcalding Water : The Preſent 
was, indeed, defign'd for her Maid; but, to my Sorrow, 
it fell wholly to my Share. I had unluckily held up 
my Bundle to avoid the Blow): But it will be impoſſible 
for me to deſcribe to you the Paſſion ſhe was in, at 
having her Finery wetted ; ſhe forgot the Vapours, and 
in one Minute reaſſumed herſelf, I mean in her primi- 
tive State : She ſwore like a drunken Trooper, call'd me 
fifty Names, and declared ſhe had rather I had been 
ſcalded to death, thgn her Velvet ſhould have been NP 

| $ 
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As ſoon as my Fright would let me, I ran down Stairs, 
and made the beſt of my Way home : She ſent for me 
again, to roll her Sleeve ; but I defired to be excus'd, 
and ſent in my Bill, which the good Gentleman paid me 
unknown to her; ſhould it ever reach her Ear, I am 
afraid he will pay dearly for doing an Act of ſo much 
uſtice. 4 

: M Y next Cuſtomer made me ſome Amends for this 
Accident. As the Adventure gave me great Diverſion, L 
hope the Repetition may afford ſome to your Readers. I 
receiv'd Orders to attend a Lady, who was juſt come out 
of the Country, at her Lodgings in Covent-Garden. The 
Perſon who came, told me, I did not know her ; but 
hearing I made for People of Quality, and was a 

Mantua Maker, ſhe had pitch'd upon me; and that I 
| muſt go with her the next Morging, to buy a great many 
Cloaths. I punctually obey'd, but was not a little ſur- 
prized at the Lady's Frankneſs; after making me fit down, 
1 ſuppoſe, Madam, ſays ſhe, ſuch Things are common to 
you Mantua Makers, fo T ſpall tell you the plain Truth. 
You muſt know, I never was in London before, and 
came now, thinking to get a Service 3 but this good Gen- 
tlewoman's Couſin, (pointing to an old Woman who fat 
by( having taken a Fancy to me, I muſt have the fineſt 
Cloaths that Money can buy, or elſe he ſays, he won't 
marry me: Now, not underfianding ſuch Matters myſelf; 
J bade ſent for you; and if they pleaſe him, yen ſhall 
have all my Cuſtom. I was at no Loſs to find how Mat- 
ters ſtood ; however, that was none of my Buſineſs. In 
ſhort, we laid out above an Hundred Pounds, for Madam 
had nothing at that Time, but a coarſe Country Stuff 
Gown: So I was forc'd to fit up Night and Day, to get 
them done ; and when ſhe was fully dreſs'd, you never 
ſaw ſo odd a Figure as ſhe made! She was, indeed 
young, and. her Face not ugly ; but had a Shape, that 
nothing could bring into Form ; which, with the Addi- 
tion of a great coarſe Pair of Paws, and a maſculine 
Voice, made her look like a Plowman in Woman's 
Cloaths. Her Lover had preſented her with a Watch, 
and his own Picture at it; which viewing narrowly, I 
fanſy'd I knew the Face, but could not recollect it. My 
Womaniſh Curioſity __ ſo great, that rather than not 
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get into the Secret, I made an Acquaintance with Mrs.” 
Jane FrimstEY, who was very intimate with her; 
and, will you believe it, Mr. SToxtcasTLE ? Who 
ſhould this well-judging, extravagant Spark be, but Mr. 
GrIPEALL, the great Money-Scrivener, who has lately 
married one of the prettieſt young Ladies in Town! I 
tell you this Story, Sir, that the old Fool may read it, 
and repent of his Folly ; for, I aſſure him, as innocent 
as he thinks this aukward Laſs, by the Help of her 
Tiend, Mrs. FLIusk v, ſhe is in a fair Way of being 
quickly able to make him a Preſent, that would, indeed, 
be good enough for him, if it were not for the Danger 
there is, that he might carry it home. This Mrs. 
FLiMsEY is kept by a certain Banker's Prentice, who 
is not above Eighteen, and I much fear his Maſter may 
ſuffer for his Folly and Extravagance. In ſhort, Sir, 
the World is come to ſuch a Paſs, that Shame, which 
was formerly counted commendable, is now reckon'd a 
Vice, and there are too many People, who have thrown 
off the very Maſk of Virtue. When an old Fellow, like 
GRIPEALL, can even forget his Love for Money, and 
ſouander it away upon a dirty Strumpet, I hope he will 
never turn up the Whites of his Eyes again at his publick 
Devotions, and talk of Saving Grace, and the Aſſurance 
he has of being one of the Ele. No, Sir, that he may 
be all of a Piece, Iet him either diſcard his Harlot, or 
clap on a Sword, and a ſmart Towpee ; reſort to the Court 
Ent of the Town, ſhake his Elbows all Night at the Ga- 
ming- Table, drink, ſwear, and ſhew the World, that in 
Lis old Age, he can be as perfect a Man of the Town, as 
tho e who have been bred up Rakes from their Cradle. 

N OW, Sir, I'll trouble you with but one more of 
my Cuſtomers, and that is Mrs. Lovesxew : She is 
married to a Tradeſman of excellent Senſe, who, though 
ne likes to ſee his Wife decently fine, is quite out of Pa- 
tience at the gaudy Choice ſhe generally makes. I went 
with them t'other Day to buy a Suit of Cloaths: The 
Lady pitch'd upon a Brocade, which had half the Colours 
of the Rainbow in it : He modeſtly reminded her, tho' he 
might be able to afford it, yet ſuch a Dreſs did not be- 
come his Wife. The Lady, who is with Child, took it 
ſo ill, that ſhe fell into Fits; and becauſe ſhe was _ 
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that, would have none. Her Mother, who has been a 
very polite Lady in her Time, has ſeverely reprimanded 
her Son-in-Law, for his ill Manners, in refuſing her 
Daughter the Choice of her own Cloaths. But the ho- 
 _neſt plain Man, ſeems reſolved not to appear ridiculous 
for his Wife's Whims, and ſays, he's ſure ſhe can't long 
for a Piece of Silk. I can't help wiſhing, Mr. SToxs- 
CASTLE, that every Tradeſman's Wife in Zondon would 
be wiſer, and ſtudy their Huſband's real Intereſt, more 
than ſuperfluous Trifles. 
I HAVE already ſufficiently lengthen'd my Letter; 
and if I find you think it deſerves 1 it may, 
perhaps, tempt me trouble you with more; for J aſſure 
you, Sir, we Mantua Makers are People of great In- 
telligence ; and as the Cenſorial Office is a Kind of In- 
gui ſition againſt Vice, it is odds but I become one of 
your beſt Informers. | 


J am, 8 I X, 
Tour conſtant Reader and Aer 
(LL) N MaxY PiIxrAIL. 
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Imitated from CHAUCER. 


The SUMNER's TAL E, 
HERE Humber's Streams divide the fruitful 
Plain, 


There liv'd a Fryar of the begging Train ; 


Who, as Dan Chaucer's merry Tales have told, 
Wou'd give his Prayers, hiſs Maſs, or Heaw's for Gold. 
1 As 
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As once, his Gown high tuck'd, his Scrip new hung, 
Pois'd on his Staff, he pexfive trudg'd along; | 
Saw a Door ope, where oft the beachen Bowl 
Smiling with Nut-brown Ale had cheer'd his Soul: 
Gently he tap'd, then cry'd, * May here Content 
* With Peace for ever dwell'—and in he went : 
Sick lay the He; the Fryar growl'd a Pray'r, 
And with an A4 Mary told his Care: 
Here down he laid his Staff}, there hung his Hat, 
Bruſh'd from the Wicker Chair the Tabby Cat, 
And with a /elemn Leiſure down he fat: 
'Then thus began : To day I preach'd in Town, 
But kept not ſervile to the Text alone: 
* Ah! Tnouas, had you heard my ſubtle Wit, 
My Gl, my Comments on the Holy Writ : 
Though well, I know, gainſt Fryars you incline, 
* You'd own that Fryars were of rigbt Divine. 
THE Heft reply'd, © In Comments I've no Skill, 
* By Comments, Prieſs can prove juſt what they will. 
Of Reas'ning deep ſome Clerks to ſhew the Force, 
From Head to Head drawl out the long Diſcourſe; 
On this Side now, and now on that diſpute, 
Are now confuted, now again confute ; 
Make Saint with Saint, Father with Father vie, 
Till Ges prove the Scriptures all a Lie. , 
AH ! Friend, the Fryar cry'd, you'll nought believe, 
* But what your fmple Reaſon can conceive : 
© Laymen mult credit, though the Doctrine's new, 
The Text may wary, but the Comment's true. 
THE Wife tripp'd in, and ſtopp'd th' haranguing Prieſt, 
A Courtſey dropp'd, and welcom'd in her Gueſt: 
Slow from the Chair the ſmiling Fryar roſe, 
And made with aukward Air his ſolemn Bows : 
Nor there he ſtopp'd ; but to enlarge his Bliſs, 
Squeez'd her ſoft Hand, and ſmack'd a hearty Kiſs : 
Ah! Friend, quoth he, How happy is thy Life, 
Not the whole Town can boaſt fo fair a Wife; 
At Church I view'd her as high Maſs was ſaid, | 
« Soft roll'd her Eyes, and gently wav'd her Head. 
Each Dame was envying, ſighing was each Swain, 
* While ſhe the Faireft ſhone amid the faireſt Train. 


The 
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The ſweetly ſimp'ring Dame new Pleaſures found, 
With —_ Ear imbib'd the flat'ring Sound : , 
Prin{'d up her Tucker, ev'ry Charm ſhe try'd, , 
And by her little Arts reveal'd her Pride : 
Then thus addreſs'd him Wou'd you taſte our Cheer, 
The Fare is homely, but the Heart ſincere : 
What cou'd you eat, Sir? Nothing, cry'd the — 
FBut a :hin Slice from off a Capon's Breaſt; 
* A Brace of Woodcocks, and a fat Pig's Head, 
With a nice Pudding of the whiteſt Bread: i 
My ſueamiſb Stomach loaths a ſumptuous Treat, 1 
4 Lene Clerks, who fudy much, but /ittle eat. 
SWIFT tripp'd the Dame away, and ſeem'd to fy. 
Briſk as a Colt, and Jolly as a Pie : 
As the Fryar's Mind on Int'reſt chiefly ran, 
Abſent the Wife, he thus addreſs'd the Man : 
* Is not our Order pious, ours which ſhares, 
The Day in Faſting „and the Night in Pray'rs ? 
Than h more 2 whom baſe Trifles win, 
1 Who hold Pluralities to be no Sin: 
For why ſnould Country Pariſh claim their Care? 
Curates perform the Drudgery of Pray'r ? 
Tho' their whole Study is t' increaſe their Store, 
Talk wond'rous Things in Praiſe of being poor; 
With Meock-humility of Fafiing preach, 
6 Tg? their fat Sides deny they practiſe what they 
| | © teac 
1 Al Pricſthcod ſhould be meek : But when there's ſeen 
| * The roſy Prebend, and the pamper'd Dean, i 
« Sfalk to oy txpetting Choir with Front elate, 
© In all the Grandeur of Cathedral State ; 
There doze in Stalls, or o'er a Sermon nod, 
Can we ſuppoſe em mee, or thoughtful on their God ? 
Thus they; Ah! 7. homas, Thomas, by St. Ive, 
« *Tis from the Fryar's Zeal the Laymen thrive : 
Hence by our Convent's Pray'rs you're bleſs'd wich 
Wealth, | 
* Hence by their Maſſes you'll regain your Health. 
T HE Chur, in Bed, reply'd, © I have been told 
© The whole Purſuit of Prie/ihcod is the Gold: 
Thus ſome have ſaid, this I myſelf aver, 
Tm not a Jot the better for their Pray'r ; 
[ K 4 Ta 
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To Monk, to Fryar, and to Pri I've given, „ 
« All were divine Embaſſadors of Heaven | 
But late, alas! I found this Truth confeſt, 

They ſurely beſt ſucceed who give the Ja. 

* WELL, well, reply'd the Prieſt, appeaſe your Rage, 

< War with my Patrons never will I wage: | 
Some Fooli indeed will e'en with Kings contend, 

s To laſh their Vices, or their Morals mend: 
© I to reform a Prince would never arm 
My Tongue with Thunder, or with Threats alarm; 

* Harſh Precepts in a Court can never charm. 

There's not one Vice I'd laſh, nor tedious dwell, 

On Stings of Conſcience, or the Pains of Hell ; 

But gentle Rules in gentle Words convey, 

Till ev'ry conſcious Fear in Hope diſſolv'd away. 

In ſhort, I ne'er with Patrons diſagree : 

If they're reſolv'd for Hell; what's that to me? 

But that your Soul to Heav'n may be conſign'd, 

Confeſs to me your Crimes, and calm your Mind. 

* FAITH, cry'd the churliſb Ho/?, by good Sr. John, 

* I've once before To- day been ſhriv'd by one 
* And oncea Day's enough, — enough indeed : 

The ſneering Prieſt reply'd, more {ure to ſpeed ; 
© Yet to our Convent ſomething you will ſpare, 

And bounteouſly reward a Fryar's Pray'r : 

But ſhould you fail, ah! what I dread to tell, 

Saints we mult pawn, and Fathers we muſt ll. 

The Layman's loſt, if loſt that learned Store, 

Then Sermons, Comments, Ledtures are no more: 

In vain you'll wiſh you had a Fryar to preach, 

* For who, dear Sir, can like a Fryar teach ? 

H E ends; but ah! th' Harangue no Convert gains, 

Thomas the ſame gruff cburliſb Wight remains, a 
So daring impious, that he thought the Fryar 
A canting Hypecritc, a ſawning Liar; 

Then thus; D'ye think, Sir, that I ſure ſhall ſpeed? 

* Hoff, I as firmly believe it as my Crecd ; 

* Nay, I am poſitive. the Fryar cry'd :;— 
Thomas ſeem'd pleas'd, and with a Smile reply'd, 
« Perſuaſive are thy Words, while yet I live, 
In thy own Hand, Sir Far, a Boon Ill give; 
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On this Condition, and on this alone, 
© That the avho/e Convent equal ſhares the Boon; 
This thou ſhalt ſwear.——Eager he plights his Troth, 
His Maſs Book kiſs'd, more firm to bind the Oath : 
Then Thomas, — © Here thruſt down thy Hand behind, 
* Worthy your Convent there a Gift you'll find: 
Adown he thruſt his Hand unto the Clift, 
And gropes around to find the wiſh'd for Gift: 
Deluſive Hope ! Something too cloſely pent, 
 Hoarſe rumbling from within, demands a Vent; 
It burſt ; then diſſipated here and there, 
And fill'd th' expecting Hand with empty Air: 
Amaz'd, the Fryar ſtarted with Surprize, 
Red glow'd his Cheeks, and ardent flaſh'd his Eyes: 
« Is thus, he cry'd, thy Penitence confels'd ? 
Is this, falſe Churl, thy Duty to a Prie/t ? 
Nor there he'd ended, but to ſtop the Fray, 
Mn, Maids, and Wife ran in, and chas'd the Fry'r away. 
THE Prieſt enrag'd, now meditating Ire, 
With haſty Pace trudg'd to the neighb'ring Squire, 
A Quorum Juſtice of a ſober Life, 
The Pariſh Umpire, to compoſe their Strife: 
Ab Benedicite, the Juſtice cry'd, 
What Evil cou'd to Fryar John betide ? 
Jeb raving ſtamp'd, e'er that he Silence broke, 
At laſt, with ſwelling Paſſion, thus he ſpoke: 
© DIVINES agree, and Sages have confeſs'd 
© The Church herſelf is wounded in her Prieſt: 
Again he roar'd ; — Pray Sir, your Patience hold, 
The Juſtice cry'd, till all your Tale is told: 
The Fry'r the Fa@ relates, as told before; 
But as the Story heighthen'd, rag'd the more : 
And ever and anon abruptly mix'd 
Revenge, Pray'rs, Prieſt, and Holy Church betwixt. 4 
*$SANCTA Maria ! cry'd the 'Squire's fair Dame, 
Is this, Sir Fryar, all the Crime you blame? 
In my Opinion, as I hope to ſpeed, 
A Churl has only done a churliſb Deed. 
NOT fo, the 'Squire with ſager Wiſdom fraught, 
But gravely paus'd, and ſeem'd quite loſt in Thought; 
In Mind revolv'd the Statutes o'er and o'er, 2 


If ever ſach a Caſe occurr'd before : 
K 5 Then 
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Then thus reply'd, © Goed Fry'r, that Sound and Air, 
Should be divided in an egua/ Share 2:5 
Among 7hirtcen, — No, — not the utmoſt Skill 
In Euclid's Problems could perform his Will: 
The Fact, as to a Prie, I own uncivil, 
The Inſpiration of ſome frealiſb Devil: 
© Neer let the madding Churl perplex thy Soul, 
Sit down and loſe thy Sorrows in a Bowl. 
FZENKIN, the Clerk, who heard the whole Diſaſter, 
And thought he had more Wiſdom than his Maſter, 
Pertly addreſs'd the Squire, — Sir, I believe, 
< Wou'd you and your geod Canfeſſor give Leave, 
© I'd ſhew a Way by which the pious Tribe, 
* This cemic Gift ſhould equally divide ; 
And though I ner Euclid's deep Problems knew, 
* You'll all allow 'tis as an Axiom true. 
* Here, in the Parlour, from the Air cloſe pent, 
Id have a Cart-wheel with #2velve Spokes be ſent, 
© Which is, ſave one, the Number of the Tribe, 
* 'Mong whom I equally this Gift divide; 
Then to each Speke, each lays his rev'rend Beard, 
Like ſome wile Seers of Yore, of whom I've heard; 
* Your noble Confeſſor, whom Heaven fave, 
Shall hold his Noſe upright into the Nawe ; | 
The Churl be brought, and cou'd it hap'ly ſpeed, 
That he cou'd there repeat his charliſb Deed ; 
* *Tis Demonſtration, that each Spoke around 
« Wou'd equally convey the Air and Sound : 
Indeed the Fryar here wou'd frft be ſerv'd, 
But ſure that pions Man has beſt deſerv'd. 
THE Fryar's Frown betray'd his — Mind, 
But Sire and Lady thus in Judgment join'd ; 
wah ae Coat that aber wr be clad, . 
And that the Churl was neither Fog/ nor Mad. 
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To the AUTHOR of the UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR» 


SIX, | 

HERE is no Topic more agreeable to your Fe- 
male Readers, than that of Love, they being more 
ſenſibly touch'd with that Paſion than the Men 3 
and as your Paper is calculated for the Entertainment of” 
the Fair, I believe the following little Hiſory may meet 
with ſome Approbation from you, and not prove unac- 
ceptable to zh:-m. Though it may carry with it the Ap- 
deere of a Novel, J aſſure you there is no Circum- 
nce through the whole, but what is Truth: By giving 

it a Place the firſt Opportunity, you will oblige 


Hertford, Your conflant Reader, 


April 2. 
F. G— C>—. 


THE firſt Impreſſions that Lowe makes on us are the 
ſtrongeſt, nor can they be removed by the Commands of. 
Parents, Intereſt, or Prudence: How unhappy then are 
thoſe Ladies, who, for the Alliance of Families, Titles, 
or private Views, are torn from the Arms of thoſe they 
love, to be married by mercenary Fathers to Men they 
can ſcarce endure. CLERIM ON T, a Gentleman of For- 
tune, lov'd a Lady, beautiful, young, and rich : The- 
Lady had an equal Paſſion for CLERRIMON T : Their 
Loves ſeemed ſo much the more happy, becauſe it was: 
approv'd of by their Parents, who delign'd to 
them. ARrAaBELLA, for ſuch was the Lady's Name, 
look'd on CLERIMONT as her Huſband, and gave her- 
ſelf therefore a Liberty to. indulge a Paſſion which ſhe 
thought it her Duty to increaſe : CLERIMONT was as. 
fond of his ARaBELLa, and flatter'd himſelf with the 
. os Happineſs, in living with a Woman whoſe- 

ove was mutual. While the Writings for the Mar- 
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Tiaze were drawing, the young Lady went to one of 
tlc Theatres to ſee a Favourite Play; in the Middle of 
the firſt Act, CLEanNTHEs, a young Nobleman of the 
firit Rank, came into the ſame Box where ARABELLA 
fat : Her Mien, her Charms, and her Wit, raiſed in 
him a ſudden Paſſion he knew not how to account for: 
He gaz d, he ſigh'd, he lov'd. When the Play was 
over, he conducted her through the Crowd to her Chair, 
and was agreeably ſurprized, when he ſaw her Servant, 
to find it the Livery of a Gentleman he was very well 
acquainted with. The next Morning he waited on 


 ARABELLA's Father, and enquir'd after his new Charm- 


er ; and as ſoon as he heard it was his Daughter, he 
made Propoſals of marrying of her. The old Gen- 
tleman, when he had recovered from his Surprize, 
and found the young Nobleman ſcrious in his Demand, 
thought the Match too advantageous not to be made up 
as ſoon as poſſible. They agreed to have her Jointure 
fettled that Afternoon, the Writings ſign'd, and the Mar- 
riage Ceremony perform'd the next Morning. CLE an- 
HES wou'd fain have ſeen the Lady; but her Father ſaid 
it was not ſo proper, till he had acquainted her with his 
Intentions. CLEaxnTHEs hurry'd to his Lawyer to 
give Inſtructions for the Settlement; and the old Gentle- 
man ſent for AraBELLA, to inform her of his new 
Engagement: But what Words can deicribe her Wonder, 
and the various Effefis of Love, Grief, and Deſpair, 
whilſt ſhe received the Charge of giving the next Morn- 
ing her Hand in Marriage to a Lover ſhe knew nothing 
of? In vain were all her Tears, Prayers, and Intreaties : 
No Reproaches of Injuſtice to CLERIM ON, no Argu- 
ments of future Miſery to herſelf, nor all the ſoft Per- 
ſuaſions to a paternal Love, cou'd {et afide the prevail- 
ing Arguments of Grandeur, Title, and Riches, Her 
Father was ſevere, and wou'd be obey'd, and haughtily 


-urg'd, it was nothing but her Duty to comply: He 


threaten d her with Violence if ſhe reſiſted his Vill, and 
with an imperious Command, left her in all the Anguith 
of a deſpairing Maiden. Scarce had ſhe recover'd her 
Senſes, when ſhe found Means to ſend this News to her 


' CLERIMONT'Ss Lodgings ; but he was unhappily gone 


for a Day or two to a Country Houſe he had in a neigh- 
1 hes bouring 


_ — — 
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 Refpea to him, but no Texderneſs ; and he ſaw with 
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bouring Village, to order ſome Repairs for the better 
Reception of his ARABELLA. | 
THE next Morning, which was to bring her Mary 
and a Haſbaud, arrives, after a Night ſpent in Fears, 
Hopes, and Deſpair : Her Father enters her Chamber, 
renev's his Reaſons of Later, Power, and Wealth, but 
finds her ſtill inflexible: As he knew nothing could 
move her, but perſuading her it was her Duty, he 
threaten'd her with the heavieſt Curſes in Caſe of Diſ- 
obedience. In fine, amid the Horrors of ſuch a Guilt, 
amid the tender Thoughts of CLERIMONT, and the 
Fears of a Father's Curſe, ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf to be 
dragg'd to the Altar, perceiving it impoſſible to avoid 
the Sacrifice. | 
AFTER the Ceremony, ſhe was conducted to her 
Lord's Houſe, where, if Pomp, Titles, and Riches 
cou'd give Happineſs with a Man ſhe did not love, none 
could have been more happy than AxABELLA: But in 
the publick Joy ſhe ſeem'd diſcontented, and broken 
Sighs, and dejected Looks, betray'd the inward Sorrow ' 
of her Heart. ts 
CLERIMONT heard the next Day of ARA- 
BELLA's Marriage; and after being inform'd of the 
Particulars, he could no: bear to continue in London, but 
took Poſt Horſes immediately for Paris, under all the 
Grief a diſappointed Lover cou'd bear. 
ARABELLA's Huſband was good-humour'd, com- 
plaiſant, and paſſionately fond of her; preventing every 
Wiſh, by giving her every 'Thing ſhe could defire : But 
Love is very unjuſt ; ſhe could only repay the Tenderne/s 
of her Huſband in a cold Indifference ; which he per- 
ceiv'd, and was ſenſibly affected with, though he knew 
not ſhe loy'd any other Perſon. He continued his earneſt 
Endeavours to pleaſe, but without any Succeſs. | 
AT this Time a Friend of his arrived from Paris, and 
told him, without any Deſign, of the former Love of 
ARABELLA and CLEkimonT. , He was Thunder- 
ſtruck with the News, and never enquired more into the 
Cauſe of her Coldneſs to him: He was canvinc'd of her 
Virtue, as ſhe was ſtrict in her Behaviour, cautious of 
her Company, regular in her Family, ſhewing 


Grief, 
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Grief, it was her good Seuſe only, not her Inclination, 
which made her dutiful to him. He admir'd her Con- 
duct, but complain'd of his own bad Fortune. 
AMONG other folitary Amuſements, AranerLa 
us'd to divert her Melancholy in deſigning Landfſkips, 
which ſhe did to Perfection: In all her Deſigns, (her 
Paſſion and Thenghts being ſtill fix'd on CLerimonr,) 
you might find that unhappy Lover; ſometimes as a de- 
{pairing Shepherd under the Covert of a Hi//ow ; ſome- 
times as a gay roving Swain among a Group of Country 
Laſſes; juſt as her Hope or Fear diftated. CLEanTHES 
having often ſeen CLERI MONT in publick Places, and 
knowing his Perſon, felt inexpreſſible Anguith to ſee the 
Heart of his Wife ſo ſenſibly affected towards his Rival; 
but he was quite overwhelm'd with Grief, when he ſaw 
her hang theſe Pictures by her Bed/ide, that ſo her Lower 
might be the firſt Object that appeared to her when ſhe 
wak'd ; and one Morning while her Haba nd, who de- 
ſerv'd the utmoſt Pity, ſeem'd to be faſt aſicep, he was 
ſo unhappy to hear her ſigh, as ſhe look'd on thoſe Land- 
ſcips, and in a paſſionate Tone cry out, My Dear, 
Dear CLERIMONT | 
moved not CLEANTHEs to ſhew any Reſentment, but, 
if poſſible, he redoubled his Tenderneſi, hoping that 
might wean her from a Paſſion ſo ill plac'd. 
ALMOST two Years he ſpent in this Condition, 
without being able to change in the leaſt the Heart of 
his AzABELLA ; when deſpairing of her Love, he re- 
{olved to make a Campaign in Flanders ; where, in a 
deſperate Attempt, which he had voluntarily undertaken, 
according to his Wiſhes, he received two mortal Wounds. 
He was carried to his Tent, where, finding ſome Strength 
remaining, he call'd for Pen and Paper, and wrote the 


following Letter to her. 


My Deer ARABELLA, | 

I WOU'D have ſaid Vie, had I not been convinc'd 
that Name is hateful to you: As this is the laſt 
Letter you will ever receive from me, I muſt teſtify - 
in it my Grief for having been the Occaſion of the 
Miſery I am ſenſible you feel in your loſing CLRER I- 
MONT :; But had 1 known, my ArABELLaA, your 


4 
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But even this Declaration 
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© Heart had been pre-engaged, I would not have parted 
* you from the Man you ſo tenderly lov'd, to have 
* join'd you to a Hy/band you could never endure. That 
© I lov'd you, by my Actions you may be ſatisfied ; 
* but ſhould any Doubt remain, think what I muſt have 
felt, rather than give you any Uneaſineſs in reproach- 
* ing you, when 1 have beheld the Happy CILERIMON 
in every Pifure, in every Room, nay, by your Bed- 
© fide, to be the Object of your Wiſhes. — When I 
have heard you ſigh for him, and paſſionately call for 
* him.——This I ſilently ſuffer'd ; I ſaw you indulge 
© a Paſſion which you ſhould have ſtrove to ſtifle. _——. 
© I wi##'d you could have lov'd me, but wifh'd in vain. 
„I am now within a few Moments of Death; and in 
© theſe lateſt Words I deſire that no uneaſy Remembrance 
of what is paſt, may ever diſturb the Pleaſure which 
you will ſoon be at Liberty to enjoy with your CLE- 
RIMONT. Cou'd yon have lov'd me, we both 
might have been happy ; but your firſt Love had made 
too ſtrong an Impreſſion to be eras d. You may be 


happier with CLENIM ON, but can never have a more 
loving Huſband than | 


A 


R a «A M & 6 


Your Expiring 
CLEANTHES. 


THE Nev:s of CIEANTHESs's Death, accompany'd 
with this Letter, flung her into an extreme Grief ; but 


when his Body was brought home from the Army to be 
interr'd with his Anceſtors, ſhe would have ſacrificed 


herſelf, that ſhe might give him her Life, becauſe ſhe 


had not given him her Heart. As often as ſhe call'd to 
Mind the Lowe, Merit, and Tenderneſs of her Huſband, 
with Reproaches on her Sars, her Lowe, and her Father, 
ſhe flung herſelf into all the Agonies of Rage and Mad- 
neſs. _ 

SO violent a State brought on a burning Fever, 
which in a few Days terminated in the Death of a 
Woman, who dy'd unhappily for being marry'd to the 


Man ſhe could not love, and who might have liv'd happy 


«Fs Exemplo 
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Exemplo monſtrante viam. Manil. 
Example points out the Path, 
Be it right or wwrorg. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


MAN that would paſs through the World with 
A D:cency and Satisfaction, and entail Happineſs on 
his Poſtericy, muſt conduct himſelf with a great 
deal of Good Nature, Probity and Diſcretion, tor if theſe 
are wanting, whatſoever his Station be in Life, he will 
make himſelf miſerable, and probably occaſion the Ruin 
of his Family. 5 
THIS Truth can never be more remarkably proved, 
than by giving my Readers the Hiſtory and CharaQer of 
DuyLEx and SixckRo. Theſe two Gentlemen 
were Merchants, and near Neighbours, brought up un- 
der the ſame Matter, and traded in the ſame Way. 
When DuyLEex began the World, his Fortune was full 
10,000 J. SINCERo had not quite 1500 J. but the Diffe- 
rence of their Circumſtances was much leſs than that of 
their Diſpoſition and Manner of Dealing ; whereby, in 
a ſhort Time, Sixncero gain'd the Reputation of an 
open, honeſt, and fair Trader, whilſt every Body ac- 
counted DuyLex a crafty, artful, and deſigning Man. 
They ſet out, almoſt together, with an equal Application 
to Buſineſs, and ſoon became confiderable among the 
Merchants: DuyrLex, by the Advantage of ſo fair a 
Fortune; and SixckRO, by his blameleſs Character, 
which quickly gain'd him a univerſal Credit. Both of 
them were Men of excellent good Parts, and well ac- 
uainted with Mankind ; but in their natural Temper, 
UPLEX was aſſuming, deceitful, reſerv'd, and avari- 
cious: SINCER9 courteous, affable, undiſguis'd, and 
generous. In Affairs of Buſineſs, DueLEx was im- 
pohng, rigorous, and untractable; Sinctro gentle, 
reaſonable, and compaſſionate. One, nicely punctual to 
his Word, might always be rely d upon, but it was dan- 
| —— 
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gerous to believe the Promiſes of the other. DuPLEX 
would not rob, becauſe he fear'd the Puniſhment : Six- 
ckRO was not only ſtrictly honeſt, but friendly, by Iucli- 
nation. If you aſk'd a Favour of SixckRO, he would 
tind a Pleaſure in obliging you; bunt DuyLEx would 
ſerve Nobody, unleſs he imagin'd it might turn to his 
own Advantage. Theſe were the Principles which made 
DuyLiex odious, whilſt Six ERO became univerſally 
eſteem'd and prais'd | 

AFTER a few Years, DueLsx thought fit to mar- 
ry: Induced thereto by Intereſt, which he made the 
Guide of all his Actions. The Y#7fe he took, had nei- 
ther Beauty, Youth, Senſe, Good Nature, nor Good 
| Manners, but was notoriouſly deficient in them all: 
However, blind Fortune had accidentally laviſh'd upon 
her an Abundance of R:ches, which he preferr'd to all 
the Accompliſhments in the World. A wealthy Mer- 
Chant dying ſuddenly abroad, without a Vill, ſhe, a 
diſtant Relation, and unknown to him when alive, came 
in as next of Kin, and ſome of his Effects being in the 
Hands of DurrEx, occaſion'd their firſt Acquaintance. 
Her beſt Days had been ſpent in daily Labour, whereby 
ſhe gain'd a ſcanty Livelihood : She was lame, deform'd, 
and hagged Her Behawicur coarſe and vulgar : Her 
Temper moroſe and violent. The Courtſhip was not 
long. They married: After which Time, during her 
Lite, DuyLEex ſcarce knew a quiet Hour: If he had 
been inclined to pleaſe her, it was a Thing impoſſible ; 
The Clamour of her 'Tongue was continual as well as 
loud; and he the Object of it; till happily for him, ſhe 
fell to drinking Drams, and diſpatch'd herielf in about 
hve Years, leaving him two Daughters; of whom 1 
ſhall ſpeak anon. | 
ON the other Hand, SixcEro continued not long a 
Batchelor ; but then, in the Change of his Condition, 
he was directed by Motives very different from the for- 
mer. He conſider'd Matrimony as a State wherein, tho” 
Money is very needful, yet that alone can never produce 
Happineſs ; and abhorr'd the Thought of /c/ling himſelf 
for Pelf. He judg'd aright, that when two People are 
obliged to paſs a Life zogerher, it is highly requiſite they 
ſhould be perfectly -greeat/e to each other; and that 
Pl Miſery 
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Miſtry muſt enſue, unlefs their Humours and Inclinaticas 
ſuit. In purſuance of this Opinion, he fixed his Choice 
on CLak1ssa, a Lady ſome few Years younger than 
himſelf. She was remarkable for her Beauty, the exqui- 
lite Turn, and juſt Proportion of her Perſon ; but much 
more ſo for the Perfe#ions of her Mind. The Race from 
whence ſhe ſprung, had been long renown'd for Yirtze, 
fine Senſe, and fine Breeding, and the excell'd in all. Her 
Education had been regular and polite : She was Miftrefs 
of Mufic, Painting, Dancing, and all thoſe other gen- 
teel Accompliſoments which are moſt graceful in the Farr 
Sex, and had learned, at the ſame Time, the Art of 

ood Occonomy, and the prudent Management of a Fumily : 

t with all this, ſhe was neither feed, proud, nor 
cain. Her Behaviour, on all Occaſions, was deft, 
cheerful, diſcreet, and innocent She had Vit at Will, 
but it was always under the Direction of /curd Fade - 
ment, and never made Uſe of it to expoſe, or give Un- 
eaſineſs to any Body: For Good Nature was her moſt di- 
ftinguiing Excellence, and ſhe had the ſweeteſt Tem- 
per in the World. 

THIS Lady, Sinctro thought would make him a 
defirable et: He addreſs'd her, he lov'd her with an 
unfeigned Affection: She accepted, and returned his 
Paſlion 3 and, after a convenient Time of Trial, her 
fond Parents gave her to his Arms, with a Satisfaction 
not to be expreſs'd. Her Fortune, though not large, 
might well be call'd an bandſome one ; but herſelf was 
an ineſtimable Treaſure. ; . ; 

SINCERO, by this wiſe Choice, was made the 
happieſt Man alive: After the Fatigue of Buſineſs wwith- 
out Doors, he never met with any Thing at Home to 
Truffle or diſcompoſe him: There CLaxissa kept all 
Things ſerene and quiet, and received him always with 

Arms, a ſmiling Countenance, and all the ſoft En- 
dearments of chaſe and faithful Love. They grew 
old together; but their Affection for each other remain'd 
unalterable. She found conſtantly in him a moſt obliging, 
careful, and tender Huſband : He in her, a fincere 
Friend, a prudent Wife, and an agreeable Companion. 
heir Satisfaction in each other, had an happ 
influence on all the Family. The Children, (for they ha 

- ; two 
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two Sons, and as many Daughters,) by the Example of 
their Parents, became open hearted, affectionate, and 
kind to one another, as well as complaiſant and friendly 
to every Body beſides ; and even the very Servants, 
meeting with no Pride, Peeviſhneſs, or unreaſonable 
Complaints, grew more traQable and civilized than uſual, 
and not only ſerved them with Cheerfulnefs, but loved 
them alſo. 5 = 
BUT to return to DurIEXJ.— His natural 7// 
Temper was render'd ſo much worſe by the Perwer/eneſs of 
his Wife, whom in his Heart he deſpiſed and hated, that 
the Effects of it continued all his Life. Being uneaſy in 
himſelf, he made every Body ſo about him. His Servants 
he look'd upon as meer Slaves, and treated them with 
the utmoſt Moroſeneſs, Haughtineſs, and Contempt. His 
Daughters were brought up not to love, but fear him: 
He regarded them with 0 Kind of Tenderneſs, nor al- 
low'd them an Education any Way ſuitable to his Cir- 
cumitances. Taking no Pleaſure in their Company, he 
ſeldem ſaw them, and when he did, was for ever finding 
Fault, in ſuch a Manner, that they dared not ſpeak be- 
fore him, but trembled at his Preſence ; and confider'd 
him rather as a Tyraut than a Father. This (as fuch 
Treatment always muſt in Children, whoſe young Minds 
ſhould be th with Love and Gentleneſs) deſtroy'd 
their natural Vivacity, broke their Spirit, and made 
them fretful, gloomy, obſtinate and fallen. | . 
HAVING ſuffer'd ſo much already, DueLEx was 
afraid to think any more of Marriage; but his Awarice 
increaſing with his Riches, he employ'd his whole En- 
deavours to amaſs up Money, and was ſo eager after it, 
that not contented with /afe and hoaneft Ways, he enter'd 
into clandeſtine Trade, wherein, being diſcover'd, he 
{ell under the Diſpleaſure of the Government, and was 
obliged to pay a large and heavy Fine, as well as undergo 
- abundance of Troub/e and Diſgrace. He made a Practice, 
likewiſe, of lending Money to People in Neceſſity, for 
exorbitant and unlavuful Intereſt, whereby he ſuffer'd 
frequent Loſſes, was continually under uneaſy Appre- 
henſions, and very often harraſſed with expenſive, vexa- 
tious, and ſhameful Suits at -Law. By theſe Means, he 
rather leſſen'd than increaſed his Fortune, and _— 
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Life a miſcratle State of Hurry, Perplexity and Con- 


fuſion. 

WHEN his Daughters became marriageable, he had 
ſeveral good Offers for them ; but being determined to 
| with nothing in his Life-time, it was not likely they 
ſhould ſucceed. At laſt, however, a Gentleman of a good 
Family, though but a ſlender Fortune, took a Fancy to 
the Youngeſt, and meeting with Encouragement, (for Du- 
PLEX gave Hopes to a// till they began to talk of Mo- 
. ney) the young People engaged themſelves fo far, that be- 
lieving he would ſoon be brought to Reaſon afterwards, 
they ventur d upon Matrimony. This was what 
Durrkx wanted: He had now a fair Opportunity of 
getting off a Child, and a plauſible Pretence for doing 
nothing for her: Accordingly, when they came to aſk 
his Bleſſing, he pretended to be violently diſpleaſed, and 
turned them both out of Doors, proteſting he would not 
give her one ſingle Farthing : And, indeed, he kept his 
Word; for though ſhe quickly 4% her Hu/band, and was 
reduced to extreme Necef/ity and Diſtreſs, he 
would not afford her the leaſt {4/fance, till, at his 
Death, which happen'd twelve Vears afterwards, he gave 
her half his Wealth: But then it came too late: 
For being quite avorn out with Grief and Poverty, ſhe 
ſcarce taſted the Sweets of 4fiuence, before ſhe died, and 
left an only San behind her, who now enjoys her Fortune. 
His other Daughter was ſo far advanced in Life, ſhe 
could not hope for many Offers, and therefore, accept- 
ing the Fir/t that came, ſhe fell into the Hands of one, 
who made her the worſt of Huſbands, in a few Years 
ſpent all her Fortune, abuſed her in the vileſt Manner, 
and broke her Heart, This was the lamentable Conſe- 
quence of 4rtifice, Covetoufneſs, and Indiſcretion ! 
As for Sixcero, after they had long enjoy'd toge- 
ther an uninterrupted Happineſs, he left his Wife a Wi- 
dow : But not before he had ſeen all his Children well 
diſpoſed of, and ſettled to his Wiſh. He had carried on, 
for many Years, and with the ſtricteſt Honeſty, a vaſt 
extended Trade, and had acquired a large Eſtate, together 
with the beſt of Characters. His Daughters he married 
at a proper Age, to /ober, diligent, aud thriving Citi- 
Zens, giving them noble Portions; and when his Sors 
SES. - . were 
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were capable of managing his Buſineſs, he left it off to 
them; having nothing ſo much at Heart, as to make all 
his Children happy. They, in Return, regarded him as 
the moſt generous Bent factor, as wel! as the beſt of Fa- 
bers, and ſtrove to out do each other in Obedience, Gra- 
titude, and Q fection. Not one of them would do any 
Thing but by his Advice, nor diſpleaſe him to gain a 
Kingdom. When he died, they were inconſoleable, and 
thought themſelves undone, His afiifted Widow 
did not long ſurvive ; but while ſhe did, their Endea- 
vours were united to make her forget her Loſs : They 
got her by Turns amongſt them, and ſhew'd, by all the 
Means in their Power, how ſenſible they were of what 
they owed to ſo kizd and good a Parent. But though ſhe 
received their duteous Behawinur with her accuſtom'd obli- 
ging Tender naß, it could not banith from her Mind the 
Remembrance of fo dear an Huſband: He, there, was 


ever uppermoſt: Grief, not to be overcome, had ſeized 


her Spirits, and in about a Year ſhe followed him; ex- 
prefling, in her laſt Moments, how great her Satisfaction 
was to ſee the feuriſhing Condition of her Family, and 
leave all her Children in Happineſs and Peace. 


— patio brevi 
Spem longam reſeces. Hor. Lib. 1. Ode 11. 


The lengthen'd Hope with Prudence bound, 
Proportion d to the fying Hour. | Francis. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


| S I was, one lonely Evening, revolving in my Me- 
mory ſeveral of the Faces, Tempers, Objects, and 
Situations, I had met with in the Courſe of my 
Peregrination ; the Tide of Images flow'd in ſo nume- 
rouſly upon me, as, at length, funk my overlabour'd 
Senſes imperceptibly into the Arms of Sleep. | 
I WAS on a ſudden, in a Dream, convey'd to a wide 
and wild Country, exceedingly populous, full of un- 
„ bounded 
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bounded /7;/toes, and other Romantic Proſpects, which af - 
forded all the Way, a very amuſing but gloomy Scene; 
the rather, becauſe the Sun there never roſe to any Me- 
ridian, but the Day ſeem'd ever Dawning. Its Inhabi- 
tants, though for the Generality no induftrious, yet a 
wakeful and vigilant People, aſſured me it was called 
Cabo de Buena Eſperanza, otherwiſe known by the 
Name of the Land of Promiſe ; and that, in Defiance of 
the Saligue Laco, it had ever been under a Female Go- 
vernment. The Lady Regent thereof was tall of Sta- 
ture, but very ſlender ; and by the bounding Kind of 
Gate ſhe mov'd in, ſeem'd much taller than ſhe was. She 
appear d always in a Mantle Ermin'd, or as I found at 
my cloſer Approach) embroider'd over with the Flooks 
of Anchors, the noted Cognizance of her Country, The 
Seat, or rather Sphere of her Abode, was in the Midſt 
of a moſt delectable Garden, ſhining down, ſelf-centred, 
as it were, or ſuſpended in the Atmoſphere, like a Pla- 
net of the moſt auſpicious Aſpect. This tempting Phe - 
nomenon, you muſt needs think, ſoon drew the inquiſi- 
tive Steps of a Uxiversal SPECTATOR. So me- 
thought I advanced to the great Gate, where I beheld 
Multitudes crowd in of all Conditions, without any 
Porter to obftrut them: But a Gardener there was, 
whoſe Name, I thought, I could read to be Confidence in 
his very Countenance. He weicomed them all to an En- 
trance, upon the ſlighteſt Pretext of helping him to 
Wood or Water, or the like; though the Generality 
- manifeſtly meant no more than to make the ſhorteſt Cut 
through the Garden of my good Lady Hors, up to 
the Orchard of FxuiTion. How ſelfiſh, how ungene- 
rous are the Profeſſions of theſe encroaching Pretenders, 
thought I ! to make a Thoroughfare of fo charming a 
_ Paradiſe, without ever offering at any Proof of Deſert, 
bringing any Recommendation for their Paſſport, or 
making any Acknowledgement for the Trouble ! I there- 
fore, more conſcientiouſly accoſted him, to this Effect : 
Sir, I am a Stranger to you, but with it wight be 
© made known to the Patrone ſi of this fair Domain, that 
I am ambitious of being diſtinguiſh'd in a more grate- 
© ful and uncommon Manner to her, than I have yct 


© ſeen Example of. That I have no Pretenſions to her 
« Favour, 
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* 'Favour, but what my Fidelity in her Service may au- 
thorize; and that I am ready to dedicate ſuch Portion 
of my Time thereunto, as my Obedience and Abilities 
* ſhall render acceptable. As he departed with this 
Meſſage, I-could hear my Nunmcio ſneeringly ſay, I /up- 
poſe, Sir, you have brought your Shroud and Caſn along 
auth you ? I heeded not the Sarca/m ; but ſoon found 
my Addreſs gain'd me not only. Admithon to the Sove- 
reign Preſence, but many a gracious Smile, many a pro- 
miſing Intimation of Patronage and Promotion, with Or- 
ders that 7 might wait, that Care ſhould be taken of me, 
and that I ſhould be conducted to my proper Office or 
Preferment. Upon this, I immediately perceived myſelf 
tranſported out of the Grand High-Walk of Proceſſion, 
which was planted, all the Way up, with Arrogance and 
Preſumption, Perfitance and Reſolution, in the Form of 
the Heliotrepe, the Narciſſus, and other fuch-like ſtaring 
brazen-faced Vegetables ; and deputed to the Cultiva- 
tion of a more ſolitary Parterre, which lay aloof on the 
the Right Hand. The Company in this Compartment 
were Men of Parts and Probity, but of great Modeſty 
and Reſervation to all out of their own Pale. They 
ſhew'd me ſeveral Roots they had brought with them, 
ſome of which were ready to /prout : Theſe they called 
Science, Example, Emulation and Renown ; but acknow- 
ledged they had not yet attempted to ſet them, as know- 
ing that, like other tender Climbers, or adhering and 
dependent Plants, they would not thrive or grow ſub- 
ſtantively ; therefore they waited for the making and 
ſending in of ſome Garden-Sticks, Efpalicrs, or Trelliſes, 
for their Support ; which, in our Language, I under- 
ſtood to ſignify the ſame as Sallary, Annuity, Competency, 
Valuable Confideration, &c. However, as the Ground 
was every where enamelled over with many other pretty 
Greens and Flowers, we could not reſt from amuſing 
_ ourſelves with theſe. They were Perennial, and Winter 
could not diveſt them of the blooming Verdure. But all, 
within this Verge, were of an humble Growth, and of a 
_ ſenſitive Nature. Thoſe called Patience and Expe#atior, 
overſpread all the Spot like Camemile, and nothing 
would aſpire above the arbuſtine or dwarfiſh Stature of 
Suppoſition and Probability. With theſe, many pretty 
| Edgings, 
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Edgings, many Knots and Flouriſhes did I figure out: 
With theſe wrought Bands and Garlands, which I hung 
aloft, as Teſtimonies of my own Loyalty, and Trophies 
to my Sovereign's Honour: And whenever my Spirits 
were low or drooping, refreſh'd them again, with the 
Wreaths and Chaplets I wove thereof, and wore about 
my Temples. We conceived it here highly criminal to 
leap over the Borders, low as they were, and gather 
thoſe Flowers the preſſing Throng made free with: Nay, 
we found ourſelves at every Tendency to ſuch an At- 
tempt, like thoſe other Nocturnal Treſpaſſers upon their 
Neighbours Encloſures, who have been infatuated by 
Magic Spells, ever returning into our deſtin'd Paths ; 
though we wiſh'd at length, and made ſeveral (faint, in- 
deed, but) fruitleſs Steps, to mingle, and proceed with 
the reſt. | | 
CONTIGUOUS to the Quarter we were in, was 
a Diviſion, the molt ſpacious in all the Garden; where- 
of, by producing a Badge I wore in my Boſom, I was 
permitted to take a Review. By the Cooing of the Tur- 
tles, and Chirping of the Sparrows, the ardent Sighs, 
and languiſhing Looks of the numerous Aſſembly, I per- 
ceive'd it to be the Rendezvous of Lovers. Crofs it 
ran a railed Partition, ſeparating the Males from the 
Females ; through which they could caſt their wiſhful 
Eyes, but not approach to any nearer Communication. 
In the Midſt thereof was a Door, and near its Lock hang 
an odd-ſhap'd Sort of a Key. By the Clog which was 
faſten d thereunto, it ſeem'd to have been particularly 
dehgn'd that it ſhould not be loſt. But, though it was 
accounted a Mafter-Key, and I ſaw it often handled and 
turn'd about, by ſome of the impatient Youths, it was all 
to little or no Purpoſe. On the other Side of the Pal- 
liſade, that Door yielded a more dreary, yet alluring 
Proſpect; there being a Porch, or Avenue to the ſame, 
all overgrown with /; therefore was it named the 
GroTTo : And really, in my Opinion, it did make 
an Appearane ſomewhat Grote/gue. Hither, the briſk 
young Females were continually ſcudding, and (many 
of them) endeavouring thereat, to convert their pretty 
Fingers into Picklocks ; while a little roguiſh Cupid, 
ſcemingly officious to ſerve them, would often miſ- 
chievouſly 
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chievouſly interfere, with a Feather dipp'd in Oil, to 
lubricate the Spring or Wards of the Lock, and, every 
now and then, laugh'd heartily, to ſee what a Pick/e 
they made their Hands in. 

BESIDES theſe, and ſcveral other buſy Scenes 
about me, what farther heighten'd the Uneaſineſs and 
Diſſatisfadion in my melancholy and unprogreſſional 
Duration, was, the Proſpect of that vaſt Orchard at the 
upper End of the Garden, which we ſaw fo plentifully 
laden all over with Fruit; and this, ſo riotouſly ga- 
ther'd and engroſs'd by the b, Crew betoremention'd. 
Among other Fruit Trees there growing, I aſk'd my 
Companions, What that gay one was called which over- 
topp'd all the reſt, and look'd like a Ship under full Sail, 
with all her Streamers and Pegdents playing in the 
Wind? They told me it was named DicxiTy ; and that 
all the Scipters, Truncheons, White Wands, &c. I ever 
ſaw, ſprung out of the Arms and Branches thereof, I 
beheld main ſcrambling about the Root of it, for the 
Ribands which were thrown down, by the Wind, as I at 
firſt thought, but afterwards perceiv'd it was by one of 
the Company, who had clamber'd up into the Tree, ha- 
ving firft help'd himſelf to a Red, and a Bluc one, and 
cramm'd a Coronet into his Sleeve beſides. At another 
Tree, no Converſation paſs'd, but in the Dialects of 
Ombre and Quadrille, Hazard and Backgammon : The 
ExpeQants here, waited for the Jud Falls of lucky 
Cords and Dice, which grew in Cluiters upon every 
Bough : And, indeed, they did fall ſometimes in ſuch 
Manner, as to cv and even bury many good old E/ 
cutcheons, and Coats of Arms, which were ipread under 
tie Tree for that Purpoſe. 

ANOTHER ſtrange Tree there was, unknown to 
T heophraflus, Dieſcoridis, or Pliny ;, and even yet unde- 
icribed by Johnſon, Parkinſer, or Ray. By certain perio- 
dical Rotations in the Head of it, I thought, our PL/o/o- 
pbers might illuſtrate their Doctrine of the Circulation of 
the Sap. There was reported to be a prodigious Diſpro- 
portion in the Fruit of this Tree; not apparently, with 
Reſpect to the Size, but the Nature or Nouriſhment 
thereof: Inſomuch as one or two of the ripcft, a Man 
could not devour all the Days of his Life; but any one 
. Ihe. 3 7 | among 
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among Thouſands of others, would ſuſtain him but a 
little while. The whole Product of this Tree was all 
curled up in little Ro“, and looked like an immenſe 
Preparation for ſome large Piece of our old Fi/igrair 
Work; ſo that there was no diſtinguiſhing the Fruit from 
the Leaves, as they grew or ſhot forth, being then of 
val Value; but when it /ed them, and they were cut 
open, the Difference appear'd by certain little Szreaks in 
the one, which the other wanted. There ſwarm'd a per- 
fect Market of People under this Tree, moſt of them 
parting with certain Sums of ready Money, without any 
Certainty whether their Purchaſe would be advantageous, 
or inſignificant. When the whole Tree was thus bought 
up, an injudicious Boy or two perch'd upon the Branches 
of it, and threw down, at random, ſo many of the 
Leaves, that it was Ten to One if a Purchaſer could get 
any Fruit. I might have heard many other ſecret and 
ſingular Qualities of this Tree, which the Botani/ts in 
thoſe Parts had named the Tree of Lors. But, here 
my Eyes being attracted to one ſtill more wonderful; in 
the Name of Eagerneſs and Impatience, cried I, What 
is that poor turmoil'd Tree in the Middle, at which ſuch 
Crowds of both Sexes are io vehemently ſhaking? O 
ho! ſaid my Companions, that is called the Trce of 
Lies ; and all thoſe are new-marry'd People, under the 
Canopy of its Shade, faking for [ſue and Heirs-Male : 
And that which grows next on the Right Hand of it, is 
called the Tree of KnowLEepce. Do you ſee what a 
Library it bears? And bow many are gaping on that Side 
of it, whence there ſprout forth innumerable Productions 
upon the Perpetual Motion, the Phil:ſopher's Stone, the 
Juadrature of the Circle, and the Longitude ? 
IN ſhort, the continual Obſervation of ſo many more 
Avaricious, ſo many leſs loyal Subjects, than I ſuppoſed 
there were, often brought Moiſture to my Eyes, and 
Murmurs to my Lips, at the partial Treatment. To ſee 
the Unfaithful, the moſt Succeſsful ! the moſt Preſuming, 
the moſt Prevailing ! and Fraud and Rapine carry their 
Ends before the moſt ſubmiſſive Fidelity ! Is this Patro- 
nage? Is this Promotion, thought I ? No, Mowere, ſed 
nom promovere, is the Courſe of a Mill-Herſe ; and I 


will dance no longer the Fairy-Round of ſuch a deluſive 
| | Depcndency. 
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Depepdency. My Complaint was ſoon remonſtrated, not 
without ſuch unjuſt and diſadvantageous Aggravations as 
are cuſtomary among the idolatrous Sycophants of the 
Great ; and 1 had Offers of my Liberty thereupon brought 
me, by the Emiſſary I before too fondly employ'd to ſa- 
crifice it; who frankly declared, He had priſaged my 
Succeſs, from the Moment of my firſt ſetting out: And con - 
feſs'd, that , Climate avas indeed beneficial to theſe au 
are only Sojourners, but nat unto any <vho take up their 
Reſidence therein : That it was thought I could have found 
ny Freedom in my Service: That I had known it was 
every Prince's Concern to enlarge his Deminions 3 and to 
multiply the Objects of Vaſſalage and Sulyceinn ; and that, 
au boever became Maſter of his Will, avould no longer be 
the Servant of Hoy ; choſe Intereſt it is, to take all 
Advantages of People's Credulity ; 7s make the Duty »f 
her Votaries its own Reward ; and when they ævili put 
an the Chains of Serwility, it is her Buſincſe, hoxw litili 
| ſeewer conſiftent it may be with her Honour, to rivet them. 
SO was led to a little Door, which thoſe who a 
cate, or are emancipated from the tyrannical Enchant- 
ments of the Lady EsPERAaNza, are wont to pafs thro” ; 
at the Creaking of whoſe Hinges, I was wak'd ; having 
firſt been ſaluted with the Gratulations of the more Di- 
vine FIDbELIA, who was ready there to receive me, and 
adminifter'd ſuch wholeſome Ræfßections upon the Thral- 
dom I had eſcaped, as may not, perhaps, be thought un- 
worthy of a Place in ſome of our tueceeding Papers. 


* 


band. 
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Dee 2009 gE>cCozocyecd 


ah, quanto ſatius eſt, 
Te id dare operam, qui iſtum Amorem ex animo amo- 
veas tuo Ter. Aud. 


nimia illæc Licentia 


Profecto evadet in aliquod magnum malum. Ter Adelp. 


Alas] hoav much better it is for yeu to endeavour to get 
rid of this Paſſion, than to increaſe youi- Flame ! 

But this his unreaſonable Licentiouſneſs will certainly 
end in ſome great Misfertune. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


A S the following Letters have ſome Relation one 
another, I ſhall publiſh them together, for the 
Entertainment of To- day, with ſuch Ob/erwations 


on them, as I hope will be of Uſe. The f-/ comes from 


a Gentleman, complaining that his Miftre/5 has diſcarded 
him, in a Manner which he thinks irregular ; and the 


- other from a young Lady, who ſets forth ſome Hardſhips 


her Sex lies under in that tender Point of chuſing an Huj- 


To HENRY STONECASTLE, E/; 


. | 

IAM a conſtant Reader of your Paper, and am very 
N 1 ſenſibly plcas'd, at a "ime when your Brother 
© News Writers are endeavouring to foment our unhappy 
« Differences, to ſee you engaged in fo laudable an Un- 
: dertaking, as the correcting of our Follics, and perſua- 
ding us to Virtue. Now, as every Thing comes under 
the Conſideration of an Univer/al Sp:ctetor, I thall 
make no Excuſe for giving you the following Trouble, 
© but proceed to inform you, that about three Months 
ago I was at a Ball, where I fell paſſionately in Love 
* with a very beautiful young Lady. From that Time J 
* ſought all Opportunities of getting into her Company, 
and engaged in my Intereſt ſuch of her Acquaintance 
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as I had any Knowledge of, by whoſe Aſſiſtance I got 
ſeveral Letters convey'd to her, and believ'd myſelf in 
a very fair Way of ſucceeding : When, all on a ſudden, 
I received a Meſſage, to deſire me to deſiſt writing; 
and to aſſure me, that neither my Lecters nor Addreſſes 
would any longer be admitted. I was almoſt Thunder- 
truck at ſuch unexpected News, knowing that I had 
done nothing to diſoblige her: Which ſhe hericlf very 
readily confeſs'd, when ſhe was aik'd whether any Mif- 
behaviour of mine had occaſion'd this ſevere Alteration, 
But, notwithſtanding, I could not prevail ſo much as 
to obtain one ſingle Interview, and to have my An- 
{wer given me from her own Mouth.—— Had J, in- 
deed, been rejected upon my firſt making known my 
Pretenſions, I could not then have blamed her; for 
every one has undoubtedly a Right to pleaſe hertelf in 
Love : But, after having received ſeveral of my Let- 
ters, and known my Intentions for ſo long a Time, 
then, without being able to give any Reaſon, to caſt 
me off, and refuſe ſeeing mc, betrays a light ungene- 
rous Spirit. I believe you, and all Mankind, will 
agree with me, that no diſcreet Woman will give 
a Lover any Encouragement, unleſs ſhe has ſome 
Thoughts of procceding farther in the Aﬀair ; and that 
it is an unjuſt Way of acting in the Fair Sex, to keen 
People in Suſpence, with no other Deſign than to iati:- 
fy their Pride and Vanity. But this is a Taſk I am 
unequal to, and muſt beg the Favour of you to take 
* upon you; and if I am fo fortunate to engage a Pen 
« lke yours in my Behalf, I ſhall not yet deſpair of 
* bringing Matters to a happy Concluſion, which will 


« for ever confirm me, Sir, 


WG ad OE 9 SY To © 


Your obliged hamble Servant. 
1 | 


* * | N 
WHAT ſhall I ſay to this diſappointed Lover? 
In Truth, I pity him, but can't find any mighty Reaſon 
for his complaining of the Lady's Conduct; ſince ſhe 


| ſeems to have given him all the fair Play a Man of Ho- 


nour could deſire.— Whilſt he was a Stranger to her, 
ſhe did not harvghtily reject his Addreſſes, but received 
L 3 his 


Falfeed, Impertinence, or Miſcondu ct. 
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his Letters for ſome Time, and gave him Opportwnitic: 
of trying to make himſelf agrecable Which, afterwards, 
when ihe found he could not be 7 Jer, the, very civilly, 
by a third Perſer, defir'd him to deſiſt; and this, cer- 
tainly, was a more gentee/ and generous Way of acting, 
than it would have been to moriify him herſelf, by tel- 


ling kim Hge did not Hike him. In my Opinion, every 
Heman has a Right to proceed thus far, and may, if ſhe 
thinks fit, hear what any Man has to fay, without being 
ſuppoſed thereby under any Engagement to him. The 
Men aſk acm they fleaſe, (a Privilege deny'd the other 
Sex) but, it's preſumed, they never do fo, till they are 
atured of their own Inclinations, and have conſidered 
well the Conſequence ; and the poor Women would be 
hardly uſed, ſhould they be debarr'd a EH, lie 7 ime to 
rnow their own Minds, and give their er, in a 
Caſe that requires the utmoſt Caution and Deliberation. 

My Correſpondent ſays, the Lady, at laſt, made no O- 


fectien to his Bebavicur: But is not this a Proof her 


Diſlike was to his Peron? And ſurely that will juſtify 
ter Refuſal. However, to do him a the Serwice in 
my Power, and left her diſcarding him in ſuch a Manner 
ſhould be any Prejudice to his A tempts elſewhere ; it is 


hereby order'd, that the ſaid Lad;, upon his requſting it 


as a Favour, ſhall give him a C:r/ifcate, duly atteſted 
under her Hand and Scal, to inform all whom it may 
concern, that the Bearer thereof, during the Time of his 


being in her Service, did behave himſelf ob/igingl;, mo- 


def, and ſubmiſſively, towards her, as becomes a Lo- 
ven; and that his Di/miſſion was not occaſion' d by any 
And in or- 
der to ſettle Matters of this Kind upon a better Foot than 
they are at preſent, I think proper likewiſe to enad, 
that, for the future, every Other diſbanded Lower, ſliall, 
upon Demand, be intitled to a like Certiſeate of his 


good Behaviour. 


70 
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To the UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR. 


STIR, | 

OUR famous Prabang was a ſincere Friend to 
V2 the Fair Sex, and gave them many uſeful Admo- 
nitions, which much retrieved the Honour of Woman- 
kind ; and I hope you likewiſe, with equal Candour 
and good Temper, will beltow on us your Advice, 
when we apply to you, and hear our Complaints ; 
„ Belief encourages a Scribe of Fifteen to write to 
I find our Sex, at preſent, unhappily loaded 
rw dull Rules and unreaſonable Formalities, which a 
long Run of Cuſtom has eſtabliſn'd, and confirm'd. In 
former Times, when virtuous Women were honour'd, 
and lewd ones deſpiſed, a Lady might receive two or 
three Suitors, without any Kefiection, (and then it 
was ſome Reputation for the diſtinguiſh'd Gentleman 
to bear away the Prize from a Number of contending 
Lovers :) But ſhould any Woman do ſo now, the would. 
immediately be called a Coquet ; which is a Name 
given to all Women who, in this Caſe, have two 
Strings to their Bow. Or, an Age ago, a Lady migl.t 
receive a Gentleman for two or three Years ; and after- 
wards, if ſhe found any Reaſon of Diſlike, diſcard 
him : But, when a Woman does ſo now-a-days, ſhe 
is certainly branded with the Name of Jilt ; though 
the Men change their Miſtreſſes as often as a Courtier 
does his Face, or a Beau his Dreſs. Now, Mr. Spec- 


 tator, I'll be judg'd by you, what an hard Condition 


we are in: At this Rate, molt Women muſt either 
lead Apes in Hell, or take up with a Hebſen's Choice; 
muſt abſolutely refuſe all, or become contented with 
the firſt that offers. As I ſaid before, it would be 
ſome Honour to a Man to win a Lady from a Crowd 
of Admirers ; but, pray, what Credit is it, for a Fel- 
w_ to prevail, when there 1s no Antagoniſt to oppoſe 
im ? 
I AM now, as I've mentien'd above, in the fr 
teenth Year of my Age, and conſequently han't had 
much to do in the World, having been no more than 
an Attendant, to ſay Yes, or No, when I was aſk d a 

L 4 ö — . 
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© Queſtion : Without any Affections, but what were 
* bias'd by Mamma, or ſome favourite Relation. Pur, 
* now, I begin to contemn all girlith Tricks, and think 
my telf a Woman; which is the Reaſon of my troubling 
* you with this Scrawl ; for I'd fin be advis'd by you, 
how to behave myſelf in thete Affairs, when my Turn 
comes; Which, perhaps, may be e'cr long. Ind my 
* natural 'Temper a little Coquetiſh ; that is, I would 
* willingly make myſelf ſo agreeable, as to have an 
* Opportunity of chuſing out of ſeveral, without being 
* obliged to take the firit that comes ; though, as for 
* any jilting Airs, I abhor them heartily. 1 deſire to 
know, therefore, whether a Woman may'nt receive 
more than one Lover at a Time, without any Þlemiſl 
* to her Honour? Since Huſbands not only coquet be- 
* fore Marriage, but after; ſurely, if the Men were ge- 
* nerous, they would, without Cenſure, allow us our 
full Swing, till that dreadful Day, which ſubjects us 
to their Commands. Pray give an Anſwer as ſoon 
* as poſſible, to, 


Tour conflant Reader, 
And humble Servant, 


CAROLINA. 


THIS Letter is partly anſwer'd in my Ol/erwations 
on the preceding, But leit my fair Correſpondent ſhould 
imagine herſelf neglected, I'll conſider her Ee a little 
more particularly ; and that I may the better do ſo, re- 
duce it to theſe two Queries. | 

Firſt Quere. May a Woman entertain ſeveral 
Lowers at the ſame Time ? | 
 Anſaver. Was I ſure a Licence for ſo doing would 
be made Uſe of to no other Purpoſe but g out the 
beft deſerving of them for an Huſband, and that a Num- 
ber of Suitors would never be encouraged out of Vanity, 
and for the Amuſement of their Attendance, I could 
readily indulge her in it: But, a general Liberty of this 
Kind, is ſo liable to be abus'd, and would create ſuch a 
Multitude of Coguets, that I dare not venture to allow 


it.. Beſides, a conſiderable [rconvenicnce would 
= ariſe , 
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ariſe, even in the Vomen themſelves, (which makes me 
believe, however fond Miſs CAR OLIxXE may be of ſuch a 
Licence, that a Majority of her Sex would vote againſt 
it) for whilſt Crowds are following ſome coy Fair Ones, 
to no Purpoſe, others (who, perhaps, are more kindly 
inclin'd,) muſt inevitably be left alone. 


Second Quere. After a Woman has once received a 
Man's Addreſſes, may ſhe with Honour turn him off. 
Auſæver. Ves, certainly, if he diſcovers him fal/e 
and baſe, or unable to make her happy. 
- 


* * 
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Phed.. Fab. 


Reliquiz ſacræ 
O ſacred Relicks ! 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


HERE are innumerable little Stories and Novels 
founded on the Intrigues of the Roman Catho- 
. lick Clergy ; many of them have not only a 
Pleaſantry in the Narration, but carry with them a ſe- 
vere and juſt Satyr on their Vices in private Life, and 
their ridiculous Jugglings in Religion. A Correſpon- 
dent, who dates his Letter from Richmond, complains of 
the impudent Manner after which Popery lately made its 
Appearance there ; and that ſome Company he often hap- 
pens to be in are eat up with a religious Zeal for Relicks. 
Lo expoſe that unmeaning Devotion, and the Artifice of 
the Prieſts, he has communicated te me the followin 
entertaining Story, which, he ſays, is fall avouched for 
Truth in ſome Parts of France. The Story is told in 
a very agreeable Manner; but, unleſs I am miſtaken, I 
remember ſomething not unlike it: I hope the Gentle- 
man will excuſe my not inſerting the Introduction to his 
Letter, as it ſeems to carry with it ſome perſonal Reflec- 
tions; a Thing this Paper will always carefully avoid. 
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De BREECHE S:? 
o R, 
St. Tromas DE Becker's RELICE. 


ATHER Giga was a celebrated Preacher in 
one of the moſt noted Cities of France; a Man of 
ready Elocution, handſome Perſon, and a lively Eye, 
Which was generally roving among the Female Part of 
his Audience. As he was one Day preaching and ſearch- 
ing after Hearts initead of God, and ſtriving, by wanton 
Ogles, to make Proſelytes to Love inftead of Religion, 
he happen'd to fix his Eyes on a beautiful young Lady, 
named AcaTHa, Wife to a Phyſiciau called BERNARD; 
and was immediately enamour'd with her. The Lady 
was ſo very devout, that ſhe had her Eye conſtantly 
fix d on thoſe of the Preacher: But notwithſtanding the 
Zeal of her Devotion, ſhe could not help perceiving that 
he was handſome, and ſecretly with'd Monſ. BER. 
NARD, her Huſtand, was not leſs agreeable. When 
Sermon was ended, AcaTHA addreſs'd Father Gix ARD 
to give her Confeſſion, who was not a little pleas'd at 
having ſo favourable an Opportunity to diſcover his Paſ- 
hog. Gig ARD, ſeated in his Confeſſional Chair, heard 
a ſhort Detail of her own Sins ; but then ſhe began a 
long Account of thoſe of her Huſband ; Age, Neglect, 
Inability, and laſtly, Jealouſy, were reckon'd up as 
Cardinal Vices. The Father Confeſſor, with an amo- 
rous Grin, reply'd, Jealouſy, Madam, is a Paſſion 
which can ſcarce be avoided by that happy Perſon who 
2 ſo divine a Creature as yourſelf. AA TH 

mil'd, and thinking it Time to return to ſome Female 
Friends, who were waiting for her, defir'd Abſolution. 
The Confeſſor ſigh'd, and leering on her with another 
languiſhing Look : My fair Daughter, cries he, who 
can free her who is bound himiclf ? I am captivated 
with the wrefiſtable Power of your Beauty, and with- 
out your Afſtance, can neither abſolve myſelf nor 
you.“ AGATHA was young, and not well 1 in 
1 
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ſuch Intrigues ; yet, by the Aſſiſtance of a good natural 
Apprehenfion, ſhe was not at a Loſs to unravel the 
Meaning of theſe Words ; She had beſides, to quicken 
her Wit, been ſtrictly guarded, and not over-well uſed 
by Dr. BERNARD; therefore the had not many Scruples 
of Conſcience, but ſoon let Father GiR ARD perceive, - 
that ſhe was not ſo dull as to miſtake his Meaning, nor 
was of ſo nice a Virtue, as to be diſpleaſed at hs Decla- 
ration, and to find, notwithſtanding the Sanctity of his 
Character, he was made of Fleſh and Blood. The Bu- 
ſineſs of the Abſolution was entirely forgot; GIRARD 
began to be very amorous, and openly profeſs'd his 
Paſſion, and the Lady undertook to find ſome Method 
to have another Interview, After ſome Confidera- 
tion, ſhe acquainted him ſhe was often troubled with 
Fits, and that all the Medicines her Huſband could ad- 
miniſter, procured her no Eaſe : © Therefore, faid ſhe, the 
* next 'Fime he 1s ſent for into the Country, I'll feign 
myſelf ill of thoſe Fits, and ſend for you to bring 
with you ſome Relick for my Relief. I ſuppoſe, 
Father, you'll not refuſe my Summons ; and my Con- 
« fidant Maid ſhall conduct you to my Chamber. ö 
GiRARD applauded her Wit, embraced her with ſome 
Rapture, and then they parted. 

Dr. BBR NAR D, who apprehended no ill Conſequence 
from his Wife's religious Zeal, was ſent for next Morn- 
ing (very opportunely for our Lovers) to a Country Pa- 
tient, Scarce was he gone, but AcaTHA was ſeized 
with one of her Quondam Fits, and in the Midſt of her 
Attendants, called frequently for ſome holy Relick 
ſome holy Relick of 7 homas a Becket. The Confidant 
Maid, who was entruſted with the whole Affair, preſs d 
ſome one to fetch ſome of that Saint's Relicks from the 
next Convent, and that Father Gix AHD, famous for his 
Sanctity, ſhould bring it, — They obey d, told Father 

GIRARD of the Accident, and he, like a holy and pious 
Man, chearfully haſted away with the utmoſt Expedi- 
tion. x 

GIRARD arriv'd, enter'd the Room where the af- 
flicted Lady lay, and with a becoming Gravity, and well 
acted Sanctimony, approached the Bed-fide. AcaTra 


pray'd for Help from 7 homas a Becket, —Gix ARD wm 
; misc 
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mis d his own Afliſtance, and that of the Saint alſo; but 
{aid it was neceſſary, before the Relick could have the 
deſired Effect, ſhe ſhould make her Confeſſion. 
This made every one depart the Room, and left our rcli- 
gious Lovers to their private Ejaculations. 

T HE pious Father had not long apply'd the Sacred 
Relick of Thomas a Becket, before Dr. BERNARD unfor- 
tunately returning, was heard coming up Stairs. Ihe 
Ghoſtly Father leap'd from the Bed, hurry'd on his 
Gown, Cc. but unhappily forgot his Breeches, which 
lay as a uſeleſs Garment at the Bed's Head. The Confi- 
dant, at the Stairs-head, bawl'd out her Thanks to Hea- 
ven that the Lady was recover'd : Dr. BERNARD enter'd 
the Room, and began to frown to ſee a Pie had found 
the Way into his Elouſe, and began to ſuſpect ſomething 
from his Wife's ſadden IIIneſs. AGAaTHA, with a 
chearful Smile, and with religious Thanks to Heaven, 
told her Huſband of her dangerous Fit, and her miracu- 
lous Recovery by Thomas a Becket's Relich. — The good 
Doctor, deceived by the ſham Innocence of AcaTra, 
began to correct his jealous Thought; and Father G1- 
' KARD, aſter ſome pious Advice, and a few Scriptural 
Texts, wiſely withdrew. 

FATHER Gtrakv had not gone far before he re- 
cover'd from his Fright; and at his Recovery, miſs'd 
bis Breeches: This put him into another full as bad: 
What could he do? he dared not go back; but on Con- 
fideration, hoped for the beſt, that AcArRA and the 
Maid would convey them ſecretly away. In the mean 
Time, the careful uxorious Monſieur BERNARD was 
rejoicing at his Wife's Recovery, and ſaying a thouſand 
Things to her: In the Midſt of his fondling, he flung 
himſelf on the Bed by her, and putting his Hand back to 
take her in his Arms, run his Arm into the Breeches. Sur. 
priz d at the greazy Trowſers, the known Appurtenance 
of the Prieſt, he fell into a worſe Fit than that his Wiſe 
would have made him believe ſne had been in. He 
ftorm'd ! he ſwore! he rav d !—Amidfſi this Diſtraction, 
AcarRA, With a ready Wit, and an innocent Face, 
the peculiar Attributes of a Woman, reply d, without 
the leaſt Heſitation, that it was thoſe Breeches which had 

ſ.v'd her Liſe; Tis to them, ſays ſhe, that 1 owe 
BL FS. + - a my 
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my Cure. O thou miraculous Veſtment of the 
divine Thomas a Becket, which has ſhed a pleaſing 
Influence on thy Adorer ; ftill may'ſt thou be the Aid 
of weak Woman. Thele, adds ſhe, the holy 
Father left with me, to ſtrengthen me and prevent the 
Return of my Fit; in the Evening he is to come for 
* them. Re. | 
THE Readineſs of this Excuſe, and the well-feign'd 
Religion of his Wife, either deluded honeſt Monſieur 
BERNARD; or elſe, not knowing how to act, he ſeem'd 
to believe her, and ſo it paſs'd off. AcaTra's Confi- 
dant, in the Evening, was ſent to tell Father Gix Axpo her 
Miſtreſs was entirely recover'd, and therefore he ſhould 
come to fetch away his ſacred Relicks: She added to this 
Commiſſion, and acquainted her Miſtreſs's Confeſſor of all 
that had paſs'd. Father Gix ARD knew not how to act, 
but preſs d by the Neceſſity of the Thing, he went to the 
Warden of the Convent, the Perſon who preſided over 
them, and was to puniſh their Irregularity of Manners, 
and acquainted him with the whole Affair. The Warden 
reprov'd him for his Negligence; for, ſays he, Si non caſte, 
tamen caute : If not chaſtely, yet cauticuſly, is the Maxim 
of our Convent; However, {ome Expedient muſt be found 
out to ſave the Reputation of the Order. After ſome. 
Pauſes, he order'd the Chapel-Bell to ring, and conven d 
all the Brothers of the Convent. When they were aſſem- 
bled, he told them of a Miracle wrought by the Power 
of Thomas a Becket's Breeches, in the Houſe of Dr. Ber- 
nard; acquainted them with the Particulars, and ad- 
vis'd to fetch them back to the Convent in ſolemn Pro- 
ceſſion. The whole Convent immediately march'd out 
in great Order to Dr. Bernard's Houſe. The Doctor met 
them at the Street-Door, and deſir'd to know the Mean- 
ing of ſo ſolemn a Viſit. The Warden who was at the 
Head of them, anſwer'd, they were obliged, by the 
Rules of their Order, to ſend their Relicks to diſtreſs'd 
People, who defir'd them, in a private Manner, and to 
fetch them back in a private Manner, if through the 
heinous Sins of the Perſon, the Relick had zo Efe@ : 
But where there was a manifeſt Miracle, they were to 
bring them home again with Solemnity, and to record 
the whole in the Archives of the Convent, | * 
2 - 


ä 
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Dr. Bernard conducted the Warden and Father 
Girard up to his Wite's Bed Chamber. The good Lady 
| held out the Breeches wrapp'd up in a clean Napkin, 
which the Warden open'd, and kiis'd the ſacred Relick 
with a perſonal Reverence ; then going down, each Bro- 
ther paſs'd by in their Turns, and paid it the ſame Ho- 
nours ; after which being placed on a long Pole, like a 
Military Standard, the Fraternity return'd in greater 
Solemnity, ſinging an Anthem, and followed by vaſt 
Crowds of People: When they came to their Convent, 
it was placed ſome Days on their Altar as an Object of 
Devotion; and Dr. Bernard, oſtentatious of his Wife's 
Picty, told every Body the aſtoniſhing Miracle wrought 
on his Wife by Sr. Thomas a Becket's Breeches. 


E Come” [BNR Fi bo ACS WE 1 5 
voy e e | = > 2 <4) w) > Je x 
Noſce Teipſum. 
Know thy/clf. 


From my Hou in the Minories. 


which the Greeks eſteemed ſo highly, that they 

cauſed it to be engraven on a Plate of Gold, and 
hung up in the Temple of Arortto, and its Author 
THALEsS was the firſt to whom they gave the glorious 
Title of ac Man. ——— Short as this Precept is, it is 
a Summary of all Inſtruction both ora and religious; 
for whoever knows himſelf, will refle& from whence 
he came, and, conſequently, adore and praiſe that Power 
which gave him Being: It muſt alfo lead him on to a 
Conſweration of the Relation wherein he ſtands, and 
what he owes to all Mankind; it will likewiſe teach 
him what Place he fills in the Creation, and make him 
behave in ſuch a Manner, as is moſt ſuitable to his Rank 
and Drpzity : So that it comprehends his Duty to God, 
his Nezzhhour, and himſelf, and muſt deſtroy the Seeds of 
Pride, Envy, Cruelty, and Impiety. " ian 


K OW THY SELF, is a Sentence of Advice 
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B U T not to enter gravely into this Subject, which 
perhaps, would make my Readers more ſerious than they 
care to be ; at preſent I ſhall only ſhew, how the Want 
of this moſt uſeful Knowledge is the Occaſion of thoſe 
Follits and Extrawagancics which bring certain Contempt 
and Ridicule. For Want of this, my Friend Vill 
Wl indle, who, by a Fall in his Infancy, has the Miſ- 
fortune to have Legs like crooked Billets, and a Back 
licking up like a Cammel's, dreſſes out the firſt in Stock- 
ings with Silver Clocks, and makes the other as remark- 
able as *tis poſſible, by hanging down it a long thick 
Tail, and ſpreading over it a Paſte of Greaſe and Pow- 
der; whereby, inſtead of being conſider'd, where-e'er 
he comes, with Compaſſion, as an unfortunate Man, 
which in a decent Habit he certainly would be ; he, 
now, only ſerves to excite the Mirth of every Beholder, 
and is deſpis'd and laugh'd at, as the aukward and fan- 
taſtical Repreſentative of a Monkey. It is owing to 
this unhappy Ignorance, that Tom Nafer will needs 


ſet up for Writing Poetry, though he has no more Genius 


than an Ox, nor Learning beyond the Bellman. Poor 
Tem was brought up to the Law, for which Employ- 
ment he has an excellent Capacity, and by a little Ap- 
plication, would, undoubtedly, have gain'd an handſome 
Fortune; but, very unluckily, he took it in his Head to 
fall in Love with the Muſes, and imagine himſelf in- 
ſpired by Phebus ; fince which Time, he has wholly 
given over Buſineſs, becauſe, he ſays, it cramps his 
Fancy; and waſtes his Liſe in writing inſipid Verſes, 
or lulling his Friends to Sleep with reading them. Hence 
it comes to paſs, that inſtead of Eaſe, Plenty, and Repu- 
tation, to which he had the ready Means of attaining, 
he finds himſelf incumber'd with Debts and Poverty, 
meets with Affronts or a cold Reception every where, 
and has often the horrid Mortification of hearing kim- 
{elf called a wretched Scribbler. Glaura, ſome 
Years paſt, thought proper to retire for a Month or two 
into the Country ; her Abſence was not then much min- 
ded, and hail been long ago quite forgot; but ſhe is ſo 
exceedingly c.nſorious towards her own Sex, ſo ready to 


make every little Freedom criminal, and ſo full of In- 


vective, Scandal, and Ill-nature, upon all —_ 
9 
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that, by being provok'd to examine into her Conduct, 


People have found out the Farm Houſe, where ſhe was 
brought to Bed; can tell her the Boy's Name; who nurs d 
it; where it is at preſent boarded in the Country; and 
Which of her Father's Footmen was the Father of it. 
— Mr. Timeaccll has lately purchas'd 2000 1. 


per Annum; he's a good temper'd Man, and might enjoy it 
without Envy, nor would any Body enquire how he 
came by it; but, in all Companies, ke complains of the 
South Sea Year, curſes the Directors, and tells of his 
own Loſſes. This never fails to raiſe a Laugh upon 
him, for every Body have now inform'd themſelves, 
that before that Time, his Fortune was barely 6000 J. 
that he laid it all out in Stock, and was the buſieſt Man 
in Change Alley; that he never was in Trade, or had 
any viſible Means of increaſing it, and that he ſold out 
at near Soo. | | 
IT would be endleſs to mention all the Follies and 
Abſurdities ariſing from an Ignorance of ourſelves and 
our own Abilities, from attempting Things we are unkt 
for, or pretending to be what we are not. The 4/ in 
the Lions Skin was not more ridiculous than a Man in 
ſuch Circumſtances. How great muſt be the Shame and 
Confuſion of Mr. Tattie, at a Great Man's Table, in 
a Circle of a ſtrange Company, upon the following Oe- 
caſion A Gentleman was giving an Account of 
Spain; Mr. Tattle breaks in upon him, and talks of 
it as if he had been born there, deſcribes their Manners, 
Laws and Cuſtoms, and tells Stories of them, which he 
laughs at very heartily. The Gentleman, with: great 
Civility and Good-nature, rectifies his Miſtakes, and aſ- 
ſures him they are quite a different Sort of People than 
what he feems to think. Sr, ſays Mr. Tattie, with 
much Warmth and Anger at the Interruption, you muſt 
not tell me ſo ; what 1 relate, comes directly from our 
Minifter at that Court, who return'd from thence but 
t'other Day, and is my particular Acquaintance. Then, 
_ after giving ſeveral Inſtances of their Intimacy, he went 
en with greater Confidence than before, till one of the 
Company whiſper'd him in the Ear, that the Gentleman 
he ſpoke to, was that very Miniſter, and but juſt arriv'd 


in England. | | 
4, 6 end WHEN 
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WII N People act out of Character, or miſtake 
their Talents, they always become ridiculous. How 
prepoſterous is it to find Divines employing their whole 
Tune in Politicks, writing for the Play-honſes, or ex- 


plaining wanton Authors! To find Gentlemen of Rank 


and Fortune, aſſociating themſelves with Gameſeers, 
Scoundrels, and Pickpackets ! Or, Women of Virtue and 
Reputation continually at Aaſguerades! Who can forbear 
laughing, to find People talking with great Aſſurance of 
Authors they never read, or iranflating from Languages 
they do net underitand ? To find Oli Age affecting Youth- 
fulneſs, humming Opera Airs, and tripping Minuets ? 
Or to hear Girls diſcourſing gravely of Rapes, and Trials 
for Criminal Converſation ? To obſerve People adviſing 
ethers, who are themſelves notorious for [diſcretion and 
Al;ſcondudt ; or diſputing Points of which they are en- 
tirely ignorant, with thoſe who have made them the 
Study of all their Lives ? 
* * 


The following humourous Po E M, we hope, 
will not be unacceptable to our Readers. 


The COBLER. A TaLs. 


OUR Sage and Moraliſt can ſhow 

Many Misfortvnes here below; 
A Truth which no one ever miſs'd, 
Though neither Sage nor Moraliſt: 
Yet all the Troubles notwithſtanding, 
Which Fate or Fortune has a Hand in, 
Fools to themſelves will more create, 
in Spite of Fortune and of Fate. 
Thus oft are dreaming Wretches ſeen, 
Tortur'd with Vapours and the Spleen, 
Transform'd (at leaſt, in their own Eyes) 
To Glaſs, or China, or Gooſe Pies, 

. Others 
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Others will to themſelves appear 
Stone-dead, as Vill. the Conqueror; 
And all the World in vain might ſtrive, 
Jo tace them down that they're alive. 
Unlucky Males with Child will groan, 
And ſorely dread their lying down; 
As fearing, that to caſe their Pain, 
May puzzle Doctor Chamberlain. 
Imaginary Evils flow 
Merely from Want of real Woe ; 
And when prevailing Whimſies riſe, 
As monſtrous wild Abſurdities 
Are, ev'ry Hour, and ev'ry Minute, 
Found without Bedlam, as within it. 
Which if you further wou'd have ſhown, 
And Leiſure have to read — read on. 
THERE hvd a Gentleman, poſſeſt 
Of all that Mortals reckon beſt: 
A Seat well choſe in wholeſome Air, 
With Gardens, and with Proſpects fair : 
His Land from Debt and Jointure free ; 
His Money, never in South Sea ; 
His Health of Eody firm and good, 
Though paſs'd the Hey-day in his Blood: 
His Conſort fair, and good, and kind; 
His Children rifing to his Mind: 
His Friends ingenuous and fincere ; 
His Honour, nay, his Conſcience clear ; 
He wanted nought of human Blits, 
But Pow'r to taſte his Happineſs. 
T OO near, alas] this great Man's Hall 
A merry Cobler kad a Stall ; 
An arch old Wag as cer you knew, 
With Breeches red, and jerkin blue: 
Chearfal, at Working, as at Play, 
He ſung and whiſtled Life away. 
When riſing Morning glads the Sky, 
Clear as the merry Lark, and high ; 
When Ev'ning Shades the Landſkip veil, 
Late warbling as the Nightingale. 
Though Pence came flow, and Trade was ill, 
Yet fill he ſung, and whiſtled ſtill; 


Though 
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Though patch'd his Garb, and coarſe his Fare, 
Ile laugh'd, and caſt away old Care. 

s H E rich Man view'd with Diſcontent, 
His tatter d Neighbour's Merriment ; 
With Envy grudg'd, and pin d to fee 
A Beggar pleaſaater than he: 
And, by Degrees, to hate began 
Th' intolerable happy Man; 
Who haunted him hke any Sprite, ns 
From Morn to Eve, by Day and Night. 

LT chanc'd as once in Bed he lay, 
When Dreams are true, at Break of Day, | "A 
He heard the Cobler at his Sport, 
Amidit his Mulick ſtopping ſhort : 
Whether his Morning Draught he took, 
Or warming Whiff of wonted Smoke. 
The 'Squire ſuſpected, being ſhrewd, 
This Silence boded him no Good, 
And 'cauſe he nothing ſaw nor heard, 
A Machiavelian Plot he fear'd. 
Straight Circumſtances crowded plain me 
To vex and plague his jealous Brain : 
'F rembling, in Pannic Dread he hes, 
With gaping Mouth, and ſtaring Eyes ; 
And ftraining wiſtful both his Ears, 5 7 
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He ſoon perſuades himſelf he hears 

One ſkip and caper up the Stairs; 

Sces the Door open quick, and knew 

His dreaded Foe in Red and Blue; 
Who, with a running Jump, he thought, 
Leap'd plamb directly down his Throat, 
Laden with Tackle of his Stall, | 
Laſt, Ends, and Hammer, Strap, and Awl : 
No ſooner down, than with a Jerk 

He fell to Mufick, and to Work. 

IF much he griev'd our Don before, 
When but o'th' Outſide of his Door; 
How ſorely muſt he now moleſt, 
When got o'th' Inſide of his Breaſt ! | 
The waking Dreamer groans and ſwells, 
And Pangs imaginary feels; 


Catches 
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Catches and Scraps of 'Tunes he hears, 
For ever ringing in his Ears; 
Jil-favour'd Smells his Nole diſpleaſe, 
AMundungas ſtrong, and rotten Cheeſe : 
He feels him, when he draws his Breath, 
Or tug the Leather with his Teeth, 
Or bcat the Sole, or elſe extend 
His Arms to th' utmoſt of his End, 
Enough to crack, when ſtretch'd fo wide, 
The Ribs of any Mortal Side. 
Is there no Method then to ily 
This vile inteſtine Enemy ? 
What can be done, in this Condition, 
But ſending inſtant for Phyſician ? 
THE Doctor, having heard the Caſe, 

Burſt into Laughter in his Face: 
Told him, he needs no more than rife, 
Open his Windows, and his Eyes; 
Whiſtling and ſtitching there to ſee 
'The Cobler, as he us'd to be, 
Sir, quoth the Patient, your Pretences 
Shall ne'er perſuade me from my Senſes. 
How ſhall I riſe ? the heavy Brute 
Will hardly let me wag a Foot. 
Though Seeing for Belief may go, 
Yet Feeling is the Truth, you know : 
J feel him in my Sides, J tell ye; 

= Had you a Cobler in your Belly, 
You ſcarce would ficer, as now you do; 
I doubt your Guts would grumble too. 
Still do you laugh? I tell you, Sir, 
I'd kick you ſoundly, cou'd ] ſtir. 
Thou Quack, thou never had'ſt Degree, 
In either Univerſity: 
Thou meer Licenciate, without Knowledge, 
The Shame and Scandal of the College. 
I'll call my Servants, if yon ſtay; 
So, Doctor, ſcamper while you may. 

ONE thus diſpatch'd, another came, 
Of equal Skill, and greater Fame : 
Who {wore him mad as a March Hare. 
(For Doctors, when provak'd, will {wear.} 
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To drive ſuch Whimſies from his Pate, 

He dragg'd him to the Window ſtrait. 

But jilting Fortune can deviſe, 

To baffle and outwit the Wile ; 

The Cobler, e'er expos'd to View. 

Had juſt pull'd off his Jerkin blue; 

Not dreaming 'twould his Neighbour hurt, 

Jo fit in Freſco in his Shirt. 

Ah ! quoth the Patient, with a Sigh, 

You know him not ſo well as I ; 

The Man who down my Throat is run, 

Has got a true-blue Jerkin on. 

In vain the DoQor rav'd and tore, 

Argu'd and fretted, ſtamp'd and fwore 

Told him he might believe as well, 

The Giant of Pantagruel 

Did oft, as break his Faſt or ſup, 

For poach'd Eggs ſwallow Windmills up; 

Or that the Heiland Dame could bear 

A Child, for ev'ry Day i'th' Year. 

The vapour'd Dotard, grave and fly, 

Miſtook for Truth each wrapping Lye z 

And drew Concluſions ſuch as theſe, 

Reſiſtleſs, from the Premiſſes. 

J hope, my Friends, you'll grant me all, 

A Windmill's bigger than a Stall: 

And fince the Lady brought alive 

Children, three hundred fixty five ; 

Why ſhould you think there is no Room 

For one poor Cobler in my Womb? 

Thus ev'ry Thing his Friends could ſay, 

The more confirm'd him in his Way; 

Fartner convinc'd, by what they tcil, 

was certain, though 1mpoilible. 

NOW worſe and worie, his piteous State 

Was grown, and almoſt deſperate: 

Yet ſtill the utmoſt Bent to try, 
Without more Help he would not die. 
An old Phyſician, ily and ſhrewd, 

With Management of Face endu'd ; 

Heard all his Lale, and aſk d with Care, 
Hoy long the Cobler had been there? 


Noted 


0 
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Noted diſtinctly what was faid ; 
Lift up his Eyes, and ſhook his Head, 
And grave accoſts him, on this Faſhion, 
After mature Delibera ion, 
With icrious and important Face: 
Sir, your's is an uncommon Caſe: 
Though I've read Ga Latin o'er, 
I never met with it before; 
Nor have 1 found the like Diſeaſe 
In Stories of Hippocrates. | 
Then, after a convenient Stay, * 
Sir, if Preſcriptions you'll obey, 
My Life for your's I'll ſet you free, 
From this ſame two-legg'd Tympany. 
"Tis true, you're gone beyond the Cure 
Of fam'd Worm-powder of John Moor; 
Beſides, if downwards he be ſent, | 
I fear he'll ſplit your nether Vent: 
But then, your Throat, you know, is wide, 
And ſcarcely clos'd, ſince it was try'd ; 
The ſame Way he got in, tis plain, 
There's Room to fetch him out again: 
I'll bring the forked Worm away, 
Without a Dy/erteria : 
Emetichs ſtrong will do the Feat, 
If taken Quantum ſufficit + 
Fl ſee myſelf the proper Doſe, 
And then Hypnoticks to compoſe. 
THE Wretch, though languiſhing and weak, 
Reviv'd already by the Greet, 
Cries, what ſo learn'd a Man as you 
Preſcribes, dear DoQor, I ſhall do. 
The Vomit ſpeedily was got, 
The Cobler {ent for to the Spot, 
And taught to manage the Deceit, 
And not his Doublet to forget. 
But firſt the Operator wiſe 1 } 


Over the Sight a Bandage ties : 

For Vomits always ſtrain the Eyes. 
Courage! I'll make you diſembogue, 
Spite of his Teeth, th' unlucky Rogue. 


1A 


- 


1 


III drench the Raſcal, never fear, 
And bring him up, or drown him there. 
Warm Water down he makes him pour, 


Till his ftretch'd Guts could hold no more; 


Which doubly ſwoll'n, as you may think, 
Both with the Cobler, and the Drink, 
What they receiv'd againſt the Grain, 
Soon paid with Intereſt back again. 
Here come his Tools! he can't be long, 
Without his Hammer and his Thong. 
The Cobler humour'd what was ſpoke, 
And gravely carry'd on the Joke ; 

As he heard nam'd each ſingle Matter, 
He chuck'd it ſouſe into the Water; 
And then, not to be ſecn as yet, 

Behind the Door made his Retreat, 

The ſick Man now takes Breath a-while, 
Strength to recruit for farther Toil. 
Unblinded he, with joyful Eyes, 

The Tackle floating there eſpies; 
Fully convinc'd within his Mind, 

The Cobler could not tay behind, 

Who to the Alehouſe ſtill would go, 
When-e'er he wanted Work to do: 

Nor cou'd he like his preſent Place, 

He ne'er lov'd Water in his Days. 

At length he takes a ſecond Bour, 
Enough to turn him Inſide out; 

With Vehemence ſo ſore he ſtrains, 

As would have ſplit another's Brains, 
Ah! here the Cobler comes, I ſwear !. 
(And Truth it was, for he was there.) 
And, like a rude ill-manner'd Clown, 
Kick'd with his Foot the Vomit down. 
The Patient, now grown wond'rous light, 
Whipp'd off the Napkin from his Sighr ; 
Brifkly lift vp his Head, and knew 

The Breeches, and the Jerkin's Hue : 
And ſmil'd to hear him grumbling fy, 
As down the Stairs he ran his Way, 
He'd ne'er ſet Foot within his Door: 
He'd jump down open 'Throats no more: 
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No; 
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No; while he liv'd, he'd ne'er again 
Run, like a Fox, down the Red Lane. 

OUR Patient thus, his Inmate gone, 
Cur'd of the Crotchets in his Crown, 
Joyful his Gratitude expreſſes, 
With thouſand Thanks, and hundred Pieces. 
And thus, with much of Pains and Coſt, 
Regain'd the Health he never loſt. 


AO XL. 


T AUGUHT by long Miſeries, we find 
Repoſe is ſeated in the Mind; 

And moſt | Men ſoon or late have own'd, 
"Tis there, or no where, to be found. 
This real Wiſdom timely knows, 
Without Experience of the Woes ; | 
Nor needs inſtructive Smart, to ſee, 
That all on Earth is Vanity. 

Loſs, Diſappointment, Paſſion, Strife, 
Whate'er torments, or troubles Lite, 
Though groundleſs, grievous in its Stay, 
It ſhakes our Tenements of Clay, 

When paſt, as nothing we eſteem ; 


And Pain, like Pleaſure, is a Dream. 


FIT, 
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Bl:ft is the Land where every Fair can find, 

In Life's gay Prime, an Huſband young and kind : 
Where Boys and Girls, with namberleſs Increaſe, 

Aſſure ſucceeding Times of Glory, Wealth, and Peace. 


Anonymous. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 


| OTHING is more notorious than the general 
Neglect, or rather Contempt of Matrimony, 
which at preſent prevails amongſt us, to the * 
great Prejudice of the whole Nation, by rendering uſe- 
leſs many thouſands of deſerving Females, who would 
make valuable Vive and Mcthrs, and giving up our 
young Fellows to a Life of Licentiouſneſs and Debauchery, 
which often ends in Miſery and Ruin. This prevents a 
due Increaſe of People, and is a Miſchief that cries 
aloud for Remedy. But before I proceed farther, 
I ſhall lay before my Readers the Occaſion of my pre- 
lent Paper. 


7 HENRY STONECASTLE, EV. 
| SPECTATOR-GENERAL.. | 


The humble Petition of Rachel Wiſhful, Spinſter, Debo- 
rah Sprightly, Single Woman, Suſanna Lovemore, 

| Widew, and Thirty Thouſand others, whoſe Names are 
hereunto ſubſcribed, on Behalf of themſelves, and all 

the Virgins, Spinſters, Single Women, ani Widews in 
Great-Britain. 5 


Sheaveth, | 


. T H A T a Multitude of People, in all 10 
* L beenaccounted the trueſt Riches and Security of 


© a Kingdom. 1 0 
Vor. II. M $ THAT 
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THAT the Means of procuring them, in all civi- 
© lized and wile Nations, has ever been by the Way of 
« Matrimony. | 

THAT your Petitioners are not ſenſible of any 
© kind of Impediment in themſelves to prevent their 
entering into the aforeſaid State, but verily believe 
« themſelves duly qualify'd, in all Reſpects, to diſcharge 
the Duties of it. 

« THAT your Petitioners are likewiſe ready, as far 
as in them lies, to contribute their honeſt Endeavours 
towards the peopling and enriching of their native 
Country. | 

THAT, notwithſtanding, theſe your Petitioners 
good Inclinations are render'd of none Effect, by the 
Indolence, Perverſeneſs, and Avarice of the Mer, 
who enjoy the ſole Privilege of profeſſing Lowe, and 
propoſing Matrimeny ; but make little or no Uſe of it, 
unleſs ſometimes for the ſake of Money. 

T HA by this Neglect, your Petitioners remain at 
« preſent wholly unſerviceable to their King and Country; 
© a Conſideration which fills their Hearts with Sorrow. 

THAT your Petitioners having tender Conſciences, 
are under great Uneaſineſs of Mind, for not fulfilling 
God's firſt Command, increaſe and multiply, which 
they believe their indiſpenſible and bounden Duty. | 

© YOUR Petitioners, therefore, humbly beſeech your 
Honour, to lay their Caſe before the King and Parlia- 
ment, and propoſe what Methods you judge moſt pro- 
per for the Redreſs of theſe their Grievances ; that 
they may no longer waſte their Lives in vain, but be 
put in ſome lawful Way of exerting their ſeveral Ca- 
pacities towards the Increaſe, Security and Happineſs 
of the Kingdom. 


And yeur Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 


a «© „ „ ® 


WHAT a glorious Inſtance is here of public Spirit! 
"and, old as I am, how could J hug the dear Creatures, 
that ſhew themſelves thus zealous for the Service of 
their Country! Sure, our droniſh and tardy Barchelors 
muſt hang their Heads with Shame, to ſee the Women 
thi.s generouſly offer up themſelves for the P.eſe: _—_ 
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of the Commonwealth, whilſt they are thoughtleſs of 
irs Safety. No Wonder, Nations that uſed to 
ſhrink and tremble at the Eugliſb Name, dare to inſult 
and bully us, when our Females are thus negleRed, and 
ſuch a Stop put amongſt us to the Propagation of our 
People. ; 
U P ON a diligent Enquiry, I learn from good Hands, 
that, at a very moderate Computation, there are at leaft 
eight hundred thouſand Females ripe and fit for Marriage, 
within England only, without reckoning Wales or Scot- 
land, whereof I am not yet ſufficiently inform'd ; and 
what a prodigious Loſs is it to let all theſe lie barren ! 
Suppoſe, one half only, ſhould every Year be fruitful, 
what a noble Recruit would here be for all the Exigen- 
cies of State: and in a few Years, what Enemy would 
dare to look us in the Face? Thoſe in the Adminiftra- 
sien could not, I am perſwaded, do a more politick, as 
well as popular Thing, than to provide Haſbands for all 
the Nomen; which would conduce very much towards 
uniting us amongſt ourſelves, allay the Spirit of Diſcon- 
tent, and quiet that unaccountable Nee and Clameur 
that is raited againſt them. Doing this, I make no 
Doubt, would advance the Stocks immediately, at leaſt 
10 per Cent. extricate us out of all Difficulties in Regard 
to Foreign Powers, and make all the World court our 
Friendſhip : For there would be no contending with a 
Nation that increaſed at the Rate we ſhould do in ſuch a 

Caſe. | | 
HISTORY informs us, that Swarms of Gozhs and 
Vandals, Huns, Tartars, Scythians, and other Nations, 
pour'd in at ſeveral Times from the North and Eaſtern 
Parts, and over-ran all Europe; and the Curious have 
been alwsys at a Loſs to account for their vaſt Multi- 
tude : But an old Manuſcript J have by me makes the 
whole Matter plain, by ſhewing, that this ſurprizing 
Increaſe of People was owing to their wife Management 
of the Women, by taking a prudent Care, that not fo 
much as one of them ſhould remain in a Condition un- 
' ſerviceable to the Publick : For as ſoon as ever they were 
fit for Marriage, Huſbands were allotted them, and they 
were employed, conſtantly, in Breeding, for the Good of 
their Country; and, I am ſure, our preſent Neg- 
M2 ligence 
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ligence in this Reſpe& ought much rather to give «; than 
th.m the Title of Barbara's. 

AMONGST the Jews, a Man was exempted 
from the Wars for one whole Year after he was marry'd ; 
becauſe he was ſuppoſed to be ſerving the Commonwealth 
to as good Effect at Home: And the Remans knew ſo 
well how much the G/ory and Preſervation of their State 

ded on the Marriage and Fruitfulncſs of their Pro- 

ple, that nothing was more common than for their Cu- 
 fors to impoſc a heavy Fine upon old Batchelors, They 
were likewiſe by a Law debarr'd the Liberty of receiving 

any Legacy left to them by Vill, unleſs from their 
neareſt Relation: Nay, even marry'd Pegplc, that were 
Childleſs, might not inherit any more than half an Eſtate. 
On the other Side, they did not __ highly honour 
Matrimony, but rewarded it with ample Privilages and 
Immunitics. The Precedence of their Magifiratcs was 
juſt according to the Number of their Ch:/dren, or a 
marry'd Man before a Batchchr ; and in all Electiens it 
was ordain'd, that ſuch Candidates ſhould he preferr'd 
who had the m numerous 1ſue : And any Perſon might 
ſtand for an Emplcyment ſooner than the appointed Age, 
if ſo be he had as many Children as he wanted Years to 
qualify him for bearing ſuch a Dignity. Moreover, in 

e City of Reme, thoſe who had three Children, in the 
other Parts of Tah four, and in the Provinces five, 
were for ever diſcharged from any troubleſome Offices in 
the Places where they reſided. 

I HAVE ſhewn the avi/e Conduct of other Nations, 
in this particular, as ſome kind of Direction for our- 
ſelves, and in Hopes their good Example may excite a 
laudable Emulation in our Leg://ature for the Grandeur 
and Support of the Commonwealth, by proper Laws to 
diſcountenance Celibacy, which is at preſent ſo much in 
Vogue amongſt us, to the great Prejudice of the King 
dom. The above Petition ſufficiently, I think, acquits 
the Female Scx of being blameable in this Aﬀair. To 
their Glory be it ſpoken, they appear both ready and 
willing to ſerve their Country; but, alas] what can 
they do alone l the Men too mult be Rirr'd up to perform 
their Duty, or elſe their Zeal will ſtgnify juſt nothing. 
As an Advocate for the Fair Sex, and a Lover of my 

| Couutry, 
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Country, I would, therefore, humbly propoſe, that an 
Ae be made to diſqualify all unmarry'd Men from hold- 
ing any 1 of Honour, Truft, or Prefit, or Sitting in 


either Houſe of Parliament: (for what Regard can thoſe 
be ſuppoſed to have for Poſterity, who are reſolved to leave 
none of their own behind them ?) But that, on the con- 
trary, they be, in every Pariſb, obliged to ſerve the Offices 
of Scavenger and Conſtable, and keep nightly Warch and 
Ward about the Houſes of marry'd People, that their 
Nights may paſs without Difturbance or Moleſta: ion. Be 
it likewiſe enacted, that whatever f-:g/e Man of the Age 
of twenty-five Years or upwards, ſhall not, on or before 
the firſt Day of May next enſuing, fix his Choice on 
ſome Woman to be his Wife, and ſuch his Intent and 
Deſire make known to her by actual Curthip, ard exe- 
cute as ſoon as poſſible ; that ſuch /ing/e Mar thall pay 
the Sum of ten Pounds for the Uſes hereafter mentioned, 
and ſhall alſo pay the like Sum every Year that he conti- 
nues in the ſame unprofitable Condition. Nobody, how- 
ever, ſhall be underſtood to come within the Pena/ty of 
this Ad, who has not one hundred Pounds Eſtate per Ann. 
or is in ſome way of Buſineſs whereby to acquire the 
like Sum; nor ſhall any Thing herein extend to ſuch as 
can produce Certificates, well atteſted, of their nabiliiy, 
upon the Inſpection of a Fury of Matrons ; or of having 
fuffer'd a Refuſal from their Miffreſſes within the Space 
of one Year before. And, whereas the Men have juſtly 
forfeited, by Diſuſe, the valuable Privilege of making 
Lowe, and prepofeng Matrimony to whom they pleaſe, 
which, hitherto, has been veſted in them alone; be it 
enacted, that after the ſaid firſt Day of May, which 
ſhall be in the Year 1731, that Privilege ſhall be equally 
indulged to both Sees, and the Women be allowed all 
the ſame Arts and Stratageni which the Men have been 
accuſtom'd to practiſe in their C:urt/hip, and have free 
Liberty to declare their Mind in what Manner they. judge 
proper, without the leaſt Reflection or Blemiſh on their 
Character: And whatever Man ſhall decline to marry 
the man fo making her Inclinations known to him, 
unleſs by Reaſon of ſome prior Engagement or Inability, 
mall be look'd upon as a Batchelor Convict, and pay the 
Penalty of Ten Pounds, as aforeſaid. Be it moreover 
. M 3 5 enacted 
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ligence in this Reſpe& ought much rather to give 2, than 
tb. n the Title of Barbartans. 

AMONGST the Fews, a Man was exempted 
from the Wars for one whole Year after he was marry'd ; 
becauſe he was ſuppoſed to be ſerving the Commonwealth 
to as good Effect at Home: And the Remars knew ſo 
well how much the Glory and Preſervation of their State 
depended on the Marriage and Fruitfzlnc/s of their Peo- 
ple, that nothing was more common than for their Cu- 
fors to impoſc a heavy Fine upon old Batchelors. They 
were likewiſe by a Law debarr'd the Liberty of receiving 
any Legacy left to them by Vill, unleſs from their 
neareſt Relation : Nay, even marry'd Pegplc, that were 
Childleſs, might not inherit any more than half an Eſtate. 
On the other Side, they did not _ highly honour 
| Matrimeny, but rewarded it with ample Privilages and 
Immunities. The Precedence of their Magiſfrates was 
juſt according to the Number of their Children, or a 
marry'd Man before a Batebeler; and in all Eleficns it 
was ordain'd, that ſuch Candidates ſhould be preferr'd 
who had the moff numercus {ſue : And any Perſon might 
ſtand for an Emplcyment ſooner than the appointed Age, 
if ſo be he had as many Children as he wanted Years to 

ify him for _— ſuch a Dignity. Moreover, in 
e City of Rome, thoſe who had three Children, in the 
other Parts of 7aly four, and in the Provinces five, 
were for ever diſcharged from any troubleſome Offices in 
the Places where they reſided. | | 

I HAVE ſhewn the avi/e Conduct of other Nations, 
in this particular, as ſome kind of Direction for our- 
ſelves, and in Hopes their good Example may excite a 
laudable Emulation in our Legiſlature for the Grandeur 
and Support of the Commonwealth, by proper Laws to 

diſcountenance Ce/ibacy, which is at preſent ſo much in 
Vogue amongſt us, to the great Prejudice of the King 
dom. The above Petition ſafficiently, I think, acquits 
the Female Scx of being blameable in this Affair. To 
their Glory be it ſpoken, they appear both ready and 
willing to ſerve their Country; but, alas ! what can 
they do alone l the Men too mult be ſtirr'd up to perform 
their Duty, or elſe their Zeal will ſtgnify juſt nothing. 
As an Advocate for the Fair Sex, and a Lover of my 
Couutry, 
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Country, I would, therefore, humbly propoſe, that an 
44 be made to diſqualify all »»marry'd Men from hold- 
ing any pp of Honour, Truft, or Prefit, or Sitting in 
either Houle of Parliament: (for what Regard can thoſe 
be ſuppoſed to have for Poſterity, who are reſolved to leave 
none of their own behind them?) But that, on the con- 
trary, they be, in every Par, obliged to ſerve the Offices 
of Scavenger and Conſtable, and keep nightly Watch and 
Ward about the Houſes of marry'd People, that their 
Nights may paſs without Difturbance or Moleſta: ion. Be 
it likewiſe enacted, that whatever /r:g/e Man of the Age 
of twenty-five Years or upwards, ſhall not, on or before 
the firſt Day of May next enſuing, fix his Choice on 
ſome Woman to be his Mi, and ſuch his Intent and 
Deſire make known to her by actual Crurt5ip, ard exe- 
cute as ſoon as poſſible ; that ſuch /izg/e Man ſhall pay 
the Sum of tx P:unds for the Uſes hereafter mentioned, 
and ſhall alſo pay the like Sum every Year that he conti- 
nues in the fame unprofitable Condition. Nobody, how- 
ever, ſhall be underſtood to come within the Penalty of 
this Ad, who has not one hundred Pounds Eſtate per Ann. 
or is in ſome way of Buſineſs whereby to acquire the 
like Sum; nor ſhall any Thing herein extend to ſuch as 
can produce Certificates, well atteſted, of their Inabikty, 
upon the Inſpection of a Fury of Matrons ; or of having 
fuffer'd a Refuſal from their Miffreſſes within the Space 
of one Year before. And, whereas the Men have juſtly 
forfeited, by Diſu/e, the valuable Privilege of making 
Lowe, and propoſing Matrimony to whom they pleaſe, 
which, hitherto, has been veſted in them alone; be it 
enacted, that after the ſaid firſt Day of May, which 
ſhall be in the Year 1731, that Privilege ſhall be equally 
indulged to both S-xcs, and the Women be allowed all 
the ſame Arts and Stratagens which the Men have been 
accuſtom'd to practiſe in their Cauriſbip, and have free 
Liberty to declare their Mind in what Manner they. judge 
proper, without the leaſt Nefection or Blemiſb on their 
Character: And whatever Man ſhall decline to marry 
the Homan ſo making her Inclinations known to him, 
unleſs by Reaſon of ſome prior Engagement or Inability, 
ſhall be look'd upon as a Batchelor Convict, and pay the 
Peralty of Ten Pounds, as aforeſaid. Be it moreover 
M 3 enatted 
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enacted, for the further Encouragement of Ma!rimcry, 
that one half of the Maney hereby rais'd, be diſtributed 
as a Reward amongſt hoſe that are moſt inſtrumental to 
increaſe the publick Stock of Peeple by producing a nume- 
rous Offiprirg, and to aſſiſt them in bringing up their 
Families; and that the other half, therefore, ſhall be ap- 
ply'd for the Relief and decent Support of /uch as marry 
meerly for the ſake of Lowe, _ are unprovided of a 
Maintenance, in ſuch Proportion as their Nece/itics and 
the Number of their Children ſhall require. 

A LAW like this, would quickly make us an happy 
People, reſtore the Nation's Glory, and give to our 
Hands again the Balance of Euzort; the Loſs of which, 
though maliciouſly imputed by % ning Folks to other 
Cauſes, is entirely owing to the permitting ſuch Multi- 


tudes of our Miu and W omen to remain unmarry'd. 
oO 


FE 


Omnibus in ker, quæ ſunt a Gadibus uſque 
Auroram & Gangem, pauci dignoſcere poſſunt 
Vera bona, atq; ilhs multum diverſa, remota 
Erroris nebula. Quid enim ratione timemus, 
Aut cupimus ? - — Tuv. ſat, 19 


Look round ihe habitable World, how few 
Know their own Good, or knowing it, purſue! 
Hu wiidof Reaſon are our Hopes and Fears | 
What in the Conduct of our Life appears 
So aue defign'd, fo luckily begun, 
ut when we have our Wiſh, we wiſh undone ? 
hole Honſes of their whole Deſires poſjeſt, 17 
Are often ruin d at thiir ewn Requeſt. Dryden. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


T was the Prayer of SocraTEs, that the Geds 
would give him ſuch Things as themſclves knew to be 
moſt converient and beſt for him : Intimating thereby, 
how ignorant Mortals are of their own real Wants, and 
what is proper for them to aſk of Heaven; and in 
the fame Manner, with an entire R:fignation to the Guid- 
ance and good Pleaſure of that Power which made us, 
- ought we a// to {end up our Petitions thither, 
ETA | THERE 
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THERE is Nobody, I believe, (who will take the 
Pains of recollecting, and conſidering them,) but may 
find, in his own paſt Life, many Defires, which, if 
they had been gratify'd, would have made him miſera- 
ble, as well as frequent BJe//ings arifing to him from 
Things and Circumſtances, which were the chiefeſt Ob- 
jects of his Fear. Previdence often gives a Turn ſo di- 
realy contrary to all human Foreca/t and Fæpectation, that 
we, who know nothing of the eternal Production of Cauſes 
and Efeas, cannot judge, with any Certainty, what 
we ought to ſeek for, or what to avoid. Happiniſs is 
the Wiſh and Purſuit of 2//; but we are ſo bewilder'd 
by our Paſſions and our /grorance together, that without 
the Direction and Aſſiſtance of ſome Pcaver infinitely 
wiſer than ourſelves, it is impoſiible ever to attain it. 
We ſcarce ſee an Inch before us, and form ſo ill a Judg- 
ment even of that little we do fee, that were we left to 
our own Conduct, of all Creatures we ſhould become 
molt wretched ; mi/taking continually our real Good, and 
eagerly purſuing what would prove our ſure Deſtruct ion. 
— Were we always to obtain our Wiſhes, we ſhould 
fare like the Countryman in the Fable, whom JurzTER 
indulg'd with Rain or Sunſhine upon his Field, whenever 
he thought fit to pray for it; 'till a barren Harveit, and 
empty Barns, (whilſt Plenty ſmil'd on all his Neighbours 
round, ) convinc'd him of his Foliy, and made him lament, 
too late, the Completion of his own raſh Deſires. 

BUT under all this Ignorance of Things, we have one 
certain Rule to go by, and that is, to follow cloſe the 
Steps of Virtue; who, though ſhe oftentimes may lead 
us through rugged, dangerous, and gloomy Paths, we 
ſhall always find will conduct us ſafe at laſt to Peace and 
Foy. —— Let us, in all the various Actions and Affairs 
of Life, ſtand firmly upon our Guard, againſt every gay 
and alluring Temptation of Intereſt and Advantage, againſt 
Riches, Greatneſs, Pleaſure, Applauſe, and all which 
the World is uſually moſt fond of, and ſuffer ourſelves 
to be conducted by no other Principles but thoſe of Inte- 
grity, Truth, and Virtue. Whatever occurs or offers it- - 
ſelf to us, let us not ſo much enquire whether it will 
advance our Fortune, or gratify our Appetites, as whe- 
ther it is good, and Honeſt, and conſiſtent with what we 
. M 4 | owe 
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owe to Heaven, ourſ. lues, and all Mankind. If we 
form our Meaſures thus, we may reſt afſvred, that, 
whatever befalls us, is for the beſt, We are under the 
Guardianſhip and Care of a juſt and Almighty Prowigence, 
which will turn even AMisfortunres into Bleſſings for us; 
and, notwithitanding all Appearances, raiſe Happin:/5 
out of Miſery. It is a comfortable Thing to be placed 
above the Power and Fear of Accidents ; and the only 
way of being ſo, is, by throw ing ourſelves entirely into 
the Hands of Heawern, 'Theie is no Station or Circum- 
ſtance of Life, however elevated, that is out of the 
Reach of Misfortune; but a ſteady Courſe of YVirtur, and 
a firm Reliance on the gracious and wiſe Direction of 
that Being which orders all Things, will ſupport us un- 
der the greateſt that can arrive, and make us conſider 
it but as a neceſſary Progreſſion towards a compleat and 
perfect Happineſs. A Man thus ri nothing can 
terrify or affright. 


Si fraqdtus illabitur orbis, 
Impavidum fericnt ruinæ. | 
Should the whole Frame of Nature round him break, 
In Ruin and Confufion hu I'd ; 
He, anconcern d, would bear the mighty Crack, 
And ſland ſecure amid}? a falling World. 


THE Neceſſities of Nature are but ſmall, and thoſe 
eaſily ſupply d. Very few are deſtitute of Fed and 
Cirathing ſufficient to ſupport and keep them warm; and 
for all beſides, which Providence thinks fit to hold back 
from us, we may be ſatisfy'd it is much beſt that we 
ſhould be without it. Our firſt Petition to the 
Gos, ſays Seneca, ſhould be for a good Conſcience, 
the ſecond for Heal/;b of Mind, and then of Body. 
When we lift up our Eyes and Hands to Heaven, and 
pray for Wealth and Grandeur, for the Gratification of 
our Pride, and our Ambition, we ought to tremble at 
our own Preſumption, and dread the Curſes, which, per- 
haps, we are calling down upon our own Heads : 
How miſerable are many made, by what we are ſo raſh 
to aſk for! And how much wiſer would it be to reccive 
with Thank fulneſs what that Being is pleaſed to beſtow, 
who knows our ¶ants better than we ow ſelves ; and — 
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all Things, like SocxaTes, refer ourſelves entirely, 
with due Submiſſion, to his good Will and Pleaſure. 


GOD giwcs us what he knows our Wants require, 
And better Things than thoſe which wwe dere. 
Seme pray for Riches : Riches they obtain; | 
And, watch'd by Robbers, for their Wealth are ſlain. 
Same pray from Priſon to be freed ; and come, 
When guilty of their Vows, to fall at Heme ; 
Murder d by thoſe they trufted with their Life, 
A fawour'd Servant, or a Beſam Wife. 

Such dear bought Plugs happen every Day, 
Becauſe we know not for what 1 hings to pray. 
Like drunken Sots about the Streets ave roam : 
Well knows the Sot he has a certain Home, 
Yet knows not how to find tb uncertain Place, 
But blunders on, and fteggers ev'ry Pace. 
Thus all ſeek Happineſs, but few can find, 
Fer far the greateft Part of Men are blind. 

Dryden's Pal. & Arc. 


WHEN we behold the Hicted exulting in Proſperity, 
and the Virtuous diſtreſſed and wretched, we may be apt 
to wonder at the Diſpenſations of Providence, and think 
them irregular and wnaccountable ; but if we could diſ- 
cern a little deeper than the Surface of Things; we 
ſhould perceive, that even at preſent, a guilty Mind de- 
paves the one of all Exjeyment, whilſt the other, ſup- 
ported by a Conſciouſneſs of Innacence, ſcarce feels the 
Woes he ſeems to ſuffer : That the / is dragg d on to 
Puniſhment through the Mockery of Happineſs : and that 
the Difireſſes of the latter are only neceſſary Steps to- 
wards a lating and refin'd Fec/icity. pearances are 
cxceedingly fallacious; and many of 2ho/e, People fanſy 
the moſt happy, are the greateſt Wretches in the World: 
——- But, however it be, we may aſſure ourſelves, that 
Hiawen is juſt, and ſoon or late, will vindicate and re- 
ward the Good, and condemn the Ei Doer to that 

r he deſerves. _ cs = 
T is not only imprudent preſumptuous, 

highly impious, to murmur and complain of Providence, 

whatever be our Lor. Not Heaven, but our own D 

content and Folly make us miſerable. We reject that Hap- 

: M5 pings 
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pincſi it has given into our own Power, for a wild Purſuit 
after an imaginary Something, which it with-holds, be- 
cauſe improper for us. Dazzled at theg/ittering Fortunes, 
the Rank and Magnificence of others, we envy theirs, 
and repine at our own Condition; without examining 
whether 75% People are in Reality more happy, or better 
fatisf5y'd than ourſelves. For, notwithſtanding all their 
outward Splendor, did we ſee their internal Cares and 
Uneaſineſs, it is probable we would not change with 
them. Every one of us has that Po? aſſign'd him, 
which, he that directs the whole, &rowws to be moſt con- 
ducive towards the Good of al/ in general, and each of 
us in particular. He is the Father of the grand Univerſe 
beholds it at one View, and orders every Thing through- 
out in the avi/eft and beft Manner, with a due Regard to 
every Part. This we ſhould ſtedfaſtly believe, and not 
only forbear complaining, but enjoy with Thankfulneſs 
of Soul whatever is our Portion. M. De la MOTTE, 
in his ingenious Fables, reads us a uſeful Leſſon on this 
Subject, the Meaning whereof I ſhall preſent my Readers. 
A Wretch, /ays he, that by caſting his Eyes and - 
Wiſhes on the Circumſtances of other People, was much 
uneaſy at his own, weary'd Heaven with Complaints 
from Day to Day; till Jurir ER. willing to content 
him, took him up to the cœleſtial Storehouſe, where the 
Fortunes of all Mankind, in Bags ſeal'd up by Deſtiny, 
were ranged according to their ſeveral Conditions and 
Degrees. Here, ſays the God, though thy impious Mur- 
murs deſerve rather my Anger than my Indulgence, yet, 
if poſſible, thou ſhalt be ſatisfy'd. _— Weigh and chuſe 
amongſt them all; but know, the better to direct thy 
Choice, that the lighteſt are the moſt deſirable, for only 
the Evils and Misfortunes of Life are heavy. The 
Man, with Thankfulneſs aſſur'd himſelf of Happineſs, 
ſince now it depended upon his own Election; and lift- 
ing up with all his Strength the firſt and higheſt Bag, 
that of Supreme Command, wherein tormenting Cares lie 
concealed under the Diſguiſe of gilded Pageantry ; that 
Man's Shoulders muſt be ſtrong indeed, /ays Be, who 
can ſupport this Burthen ; for my Part, I'll have none of 
ee try d a ſecond, that of Prime Minifter, and 
'cople in exalted Pofts ; but what with ambitious Deſires, 


Anxiety, 
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Arxiety, Fatigue; what with the Vexation of Diſap- 
pointment, and the Dread of Diſgrace, this was 'd 
ſo exceeding pondrous, that he could not forbear crying 
out, Oh! unhappy zhey to whom this Load belongs 
good Heaven preſerve me from it! He went on 
from one to another, and poiz'd a Thouſand and a Thou- 
ſand, but found them all too weighty for him, ſome by 
Dependance, and the Miſery of Conſtraint, others by 
boundleſs and unſatisfy'd Defires ; ſome by Hope, ſome by 
Fear, and ſome meerly by a Surfeit of what the World 
calls Pleaſure. Good God ! /ays he, 1s there no 
ſuch Thing then as a tolerable Condition? — But ftay ; 
— Wherefore do I complain ? at laſt I think I ſhall be 
fitted; here's one that feels much /ighter than the reſt. 
And it would till be more ſo, ſays Juri ER, but he 
that now poſſeſſes it, knows not his own Happineſs, and 
that Ignorauce occaſions all its Weight. O Stupidity |! 
| cries the Man; pray grant i? me, and I ſhall not be ſo 
fooliſh. Take and enjoy it, replies the God, for it's 
indeed thine own ; —and learn from hence, never to find 
Fault again with Providence. 


* * 
GY 


227227872825 


Nullum eſt tam anguſtum beneficium, quod non bonus 
interpres extendat. 


See. 


There is uo Benefit ſo my ewhich a 15 Man avill not 
magnify. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 
S I was ſome few Days ago wet myſelf in a 
Friend's Library, which is enrich'd with great 
Variety of Curioſities, I happen d to light upon 
a little Manuſcript writ fairly in a modern Hand, and 
entitled, The Art of murdering Benefits, or an Eſſay pon 
Contemptible Favours.” It ſhews in general, that not 


one Gift in fifty we receive of our Fellow Creatures, 
even that of Life itſelf, is worthy of being call'd a Be- 


nefit. 
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nefit. It ſets forth, by a more familiar Train of Argu- 
ment and Examples than that great Author does from 
whom I have borrow'd the Motto of this Paper, the 
various Kinds and Shapes of Benefits, with the Motives, 
Degrees, and Ends of them, and undertakes to prove 
that few or none paſs undiſguiſed between us, or uncor- 
rupted with baſe Allay, 

FOR my Part, I could not every where agree with 
the Author, and be of that ſuſpicious Temper ; I have 
read many diſcouraging Tenets upon this Head, and how 
much in Doubt we ought to ho'd the good Offices of our 
beſt Friends, and yet if 1 do think more favourably of 
them than ſometimes perhaps they may deſerve, I find it 

ins me more in Satisfaction than it loſes me in Safety; 

look upon it to be no other Policy than to embelliſh 
the little Gold we find in the Oar of Converſation, and 
not to deſpiſe the whole Ma, becauſe there may happen 
to be even a great deal of Dreſs in it; and I would 
appeal to my Author himſelf, whether he thinks 
that fame Kiſs given by the Carpenter's Wife of Oxford 
through her Window at Midnight, to the ſpruce Clerk 
of Oſney-Abbey (as venerable Chaucer relates it in his 
Miller's Tale) would have been ſuch a di/agreeable Caur- 
ref as he inſtances, to a Lover who had been duly af 
ſected with the Tokens of Good Heu/eawifry that were 
about her Lips, after having been all Day long at her 
Spinning Miel. 5 

Another Thin to be obſerv'd in Apology for Benefits, 
and to the End we may not be too forward or raſh in 
our Cenſure of them, is, that we are ſo blinded by 
Pride, Jealouſy, or Partiality, as very often to miſtake 
thoſe Things for Injuries which are real Favours. Thus, 
tho only the aſking of a Favour ſhall be interpreted a 
Diſcourteſy, yet the Intereſt of one Perſon may be ſo in- 
volv'd in the Honour or Happineſs of another, that we 
may actually confer a greater Favour even in accepting 
than beſtowing one. This is very prettily made out in 
the following Propofition and Anuſauer, which I found in 
rummaging among ſome old Papers, and ſuperſcrib'd 
with the Title of- 3 | | 


The 
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The GARLAND. 


ETWIXT two Suitors ſat a Lady fair, 
Upon her Head a Garland ſhe did wear: 
And of th' enamour'd two, the f5r/? alone, 
A Garland wore like her, the other, none : 
From her own Head ſhe took the Wreath ſhe wore, 
And crown'd him with it who had none before: 
Thus theſe two Lovers Brows were both about 
Bedeck'd with Garlands, and e fat without. 
BEHOLDING then theſe Rivals on each Side, 
And equally adorn'd in Flora's Pride; 
She from 1 Man's Head the Wreath he had, 
Took off, and therewith her own Temples clad : 
And ſo this Lady, and the ſecond were 
In Garlands deck'd, and the 7% Man fat bare: 
Now, which did ſbe love beſt, of him to whom 
She gave, or him /he took the Garland from? 


The ANSWER. 


N my Conceit, ſhe him wou'd ſooneſt have 
From whom ſhe #094 ; not him to whom ihe gave; 

For to beffow, divers Riſpects may move, 
But to receive, none ſhou'd perſuace but Lowe. 
She grac'd him much, on whom her Wreath ſhe p/ac'd; 
But him whoſe Wreath ſhe awore much more ſhe grac d: 
For where ſhe gives, ſhe there a Servant makes, 
But makes her/e/f a Servant where ſhe alles. 

Then where ſhe takes, ſhe honours moſt, and where 

She moſt does Honour, foe muſt Love moſt dear. 


LASTLY, I ſhall only obſerve againſt one more 
Argument in my aforeſaid Manuſcript Author, that the 
Nature of Benefits themſelves is not depreciated by being 
conferr'd upon inferior Objects, and for that Reaſon no 
more to be rejected by thoſe of ſuperior Merit than the 
Sun is by the Cedar, becauſe it ſhines upon the Shrub : 


They rather give us Encouragement to expect they 
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would operate more generouſly were they more nobly 


center'd ; and this Oblervation will ſerve for an Intro- 
duction to the following Song: 


STREPHON verſus TRAY. 
OR, 
The AmMmoRous CoNTEST. 
A New Song, to the Tune of, 
Oh ! auhat Pain it is to part. Beggar's Opera, 
I. 


H ! what Pain it is to ſee, 

Can I bear it, can I bear it, 
Oh ! what Pain it 1s to ſee, 

Can Fleſh and Blood e'er bear it? 

When Cælia does to me deny 

A Kiſs, which wou'd give Ecſtacy ; 

A Dog my happy Rival be; 
Can Fleſh and Blood e'er bear it? 


II. 


Hopes in Complaiſance I place, 
They deceive me, they deceive me ; 
Hopes in Complaiſance I place, 
But all theſe Hopes deceive me : 
I bow, I cringe, but ſpite, alas, 
Of courtly Airs, and artful Face, 
Tray fawns with ſuch ſi pꝛrior Grace, 


'T'bat all theſe Hopes deceive me. 
| III. 


When I Skill in Muſick ſhow, | 

*T will not pleaſe her, twill not pleaſe her; | 
When I Skill in Muſick ſhow, 
Fet ſtill it will not pleaſe her: My 
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My Tune, tho' ſoft, my Voice, tho' low, 
"Tis vain ; my chiefeſt Notes muſt bow 
To ſweet enchanting — ww $: 


That Air alone will pleaſe her. 
IV. 


Grant, I cry'd, to cure my Woes, 
Balmy Kiſſes, balmy Kiſſes; 
Grant, I cry'd, to cure my Woes, 
Some precious balmy Kiſles : 
In vain my Sighs to move her 'roſe, 
From me ihe flew, and cruel choſe 
T'apply her Lips to Tray's cold Noſe, 
And laviſh there her Kiſſes. 


V. 


vet my Heart is fix d to try 
If ſhe'll cok me, if ſhe'll love me; 
Yet my Heart is fix'd to try 
If ſhe at length will love me: 
For if thus kind, thus tender, ſhe 
Can to ſo mean a Creature be, 
How vaſtly, vaſtly more to me, 
If once ſhe'd change, and love me. 


Q 


2 — 


Louis, July 17, OS. 
To Mr. ——, of Trin. Coll. Camb. 


SIX, 


11TH braying Aſſes, howling "TIM 
W With ſqueaking Mice, or TY F rogs, 


Poets and Painters may amuſe, 

For ſuch Devices can't abuſe: 

Carve roguiſh Boys, or waggiſh Foxes 
On — or T 2 Boxes; 
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Or by juit Emblem paint out Truth, 

For Age, a Grave, a Cradle, Youth : 
But not deſcribe an Ape for Man ; 

Or for a Woman draw a Fan ; 

Nor for a Weezle hunt a Hare, 

A Dog for Cat, or Bull for Bear ; 

Nor move a Foreſt on the Flood, 

Or hang a Herring in a Wood. 

Though in Burleique, and Dutch Deſign, 
The Picture coarſe, and Verſe not fine; 
Each Dutchman laughs at Sight ſo odd, _ 
As Head of Brawn, and Tail of Cod, 
Surrounded by Canal or Flood, 

With Poſt of Fir, or Wall of Mud, 

With Men of Trade each Street abounds, 
Who caſt up Pence, or ſum up Pounds ; 
Who thrive in Peace, and gain in War, 

By Caſks of Pitch, or Tubs of Tar; 
Something or nothing, always doing, 
From Yan Trump, down to Vander Bruiz : 
With drowſy Gate, and clumſy Size, 
Moſt wond'rous grave, and wond'rous wiſe ; 
With Canvas Frock, and ſpeckled Shirt, 
With Air of Lead, or Mien of Dirt, 
VU pon the Ice one ſees em ſliding, 

From Amſter-Roter-dam to Leyden. 

With Cheeſe and Butter they regale, 

O'er Cans of Mum, or Mugs of Ale; 
And can't afford, or won't allow 

A Cheek of Ox, or Heel of Cow. 

Here we buy Hadocks, or eat Oyſters, 
As ſlovenly as in your Cloyiters ; 
No Sauce, yet Fitz; no Fire, yet Smoak ; 
With a bad Butler, and worſe Cook ; 
With naſty Flaggens ſpoil our Cloaths, 
And on our Napkins wipe our Noſe. 
Exceſſive loud, or very low, 

As Humours ſtagnate, Fancies flow; 

We knock-down Arguments maintain, 

By Dint of Fiſt, or Dint of Brain; 
Pray to a Saint, or ſing a Pſalm; 
And do no Good, tho do no Harm: 
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In Reaſon weak, in Paſſion ſtrong; 

Bold in Opinion, ever wrong. 

Frencher'd Profeſſor's Lecture hear, 

How flows the Tide, or rolls the Sphere; 
But their Solutions are not good, 

Or cannot well be underſtood: 

For worſe and worſe our Hum- drums grow, 
And ſtudy much, but little know: 

Dream on as in a College Way, 

That is, all Night, and all the Day. 


Amare inepte nil ab odio diſcrepat. 


To love abſurdly, is as bad as to hate. 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 


CAN'T help being provok'd at the blind Partia- 
iy of thoſe Parents, who, without any Confidera- 

tion of Merit or Fuſtice, prefer ſome One of their 
Children to be a Favourite, to the Prejudice and great 
Diſcouragement of all the reſt. ——This Miſtake is one 
of thoſe, which, to vindicate, would be oppoſing Com- 
mon Senſe ; and therefore, the uſual Plea for it among 
ſuch People is, that, indeed they cannot help it : A Fre- 
ny very well expreſſing the Weakneſs of thoſe that 
we it. | 
EVERY Child, unleſs it is forfeited by Miſte- 
haviour and Diſobedience, has, naturally, an «gual Right 
to the Care and Favour of its Parents; and tho' the 
Law of moſt Nations diſtinguiſhes the Eldeft Sor, by 
giving him a larger Portion of Wealth and Fortune, 
there ought to be no Difference made between them in 
Point of Paternal Tenderneſs and Affection. For the 
Reaſon why Law and Cuſtom gives the Father's Eſtate to 
the Eldeft San, is not merely for his own Sake, and as a 
Mark of more Regard and Love towards him; but that 
he may be thereby cnabled, in his Father's Stead, to be- 
come the Guardian, Protector, and Benefadtor of all his 
younger 
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younger Brothers; a Truſt, which, by being older than 
the reit, it is ſuppoſed he is belt qualify'd to diſcharge. 
And this may make it needful for his Parents to beſtow 
on him a more polite and expenſive Education, in order 
to manage and become an Ettate, than thoſe other Chil- 
dren reqnire, that muſt be bred to Buſinets ; but it is no 
reaſonable Excuie for excluding them from an equal 
Share of Kindnefs and Indulgence. I mention the 
Caſe of an Hi Son, becauſe that bids faireſt in Defence 
of the Partiality I am reproving ; and by ſhewing that 
to make even ſuch a one a Favourite, is contrary to a- 
tural Juſtice, and the Intent of thoſe Laws themſelves, 
which give him the Kate, I think it is ſelf-evident, 
that in every other Caſe, this Fo//y mult be without Ex- 
cuſe. I beg Leave, however, to declare, before I 
proceed farther, that I don't intend thereby to debar Pa- 
rents of their undoubted Right to pani Children that 
are vicious and perverſe, and reavardtuch as are duteous 
and afectionate in what Manner they judge proper; 
but for them conſtantly to fondle and humour Oze, and 
brow-beat or negle& the /,, when there is no remark- 
able Difference in their Behaviour to occaſion it, de- 
ſerves the higheſt Blame, as it is, in itſelf, contrary to 
Reaſon and Equity, and, in its Conſequences, always the 
Cauſe of much Uneaſineſs, and frequently the Ruin of a 
Family. It is likewiſe moſt commonly obſervable, that 
thoſe Favourites do not only inſult and domineer over 
every Body elſe about them, but return the imprudent 
Fondneſs of their ting Parents with ſuch [gratitude 
and Diſreſped, as brings a ſorrowful but too late Re- 
pentance. | 
I W ASled into theſe Ref: #icns, by a Viſit Yeſterday 
to my Friend Mr. G ENT LE, in whoſe Family, for 
near fifceen Years, Miſs KITTY, who is now Seven- 
teen, has been fole Miſtreſs and Governor: Father, Mo- 
ther, Children, and Servants, being entirely at her Diſ- 
po.al and Command. This Girl, at two Years old, 
came home from Nurſe ; when People ſaying, ſhe was a 
pretty Child, and mighty like Mamma, from that Time 
ſhe became her Motner's Darling, and has continu'd ſo 
ever ſince, while two fine Boys and a lovely Girl ſcarce 
know they have a Mother, but by her continual _ 
+ 5 » | gs 
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dings and Rebukes. My Friend, who is a good-natur'd 
honeit Man, that loves his Quiet, and minds chiefly 
the getting Money, at firſt to oblige his Wife, and fince 
for the Sake of his own Peace, has been induc'd to ac- 
quieſce in this Partiality, and ſubmit to his Daughter's 
Government ; though privately he is very kind to his 
other Children; which, whenever Miſs KITTY miſ- 
truſts, he fails not to hear of her Reſentment. — The 
firſt Token of her Mother's ſimple Fondneſs, was a gene- 
ral Order in the Houſe, that the CH ſhould never be 
let cry for any Thing, or be contradicted upon any Oc- 
caſion whatever: Which Command being punctually 
obey'd, Miſs K ITT ſoon became the moſt peeviſh, 
paſuonate, humourſome little Vixen, that ever was born 
into the World ; roaring for every Thing ſhe ſaw, and 
fighting like a Tyger, if it was not brought her in- 
ſtantly; and this Temper, inſtead of endeavouring to 
controul, her Mother gratify'd, by giving her all ſhe 
cry'd for, wheedling her into Humour, and calling her 
Beauty, and Queen, and Angel, and all the extravagant 
Names that fooliſh Fondneſs could ſuggeſt ; which, in a 
little Time, furniſh'd Miſs with ſuch a Stock of Pride, 
as is ſcarce conceivable. —— As Miſs grew up, her En- 
ployment was to tell Stories of her Brothers and Sifter, 
as well as of the Servants ; wherein finding herſelf en 
courag'd, ſhe (as moſt Children will) invented Lies, 
and occaſion'd continual Diſturbances. With this Edu- 
cation, it is not very difficult to conceive, that ſhe is at 
preſent hawghty, imperious, and aſſuming ; her Temper 
fretful and impatient ; and that Good Senſe Nature in- 
tended her, over-run with Pride and Vanity. Her Per- 
ſon is tall and ſtrait, and would be reckon'd handſome, 
but that there is a diſagreeable Kind of Igſolence and Af 
Fetation in all ſhe ſays or does, which makes her gene- 
rally ii; whereas her Siſter LU CY, who is one 
Year younger, tho' dreſs'd up in her ca- Cloaths, and 
the conſtant Subject of her Deriſion, is ſure to win the 
Hearts of all that ſee her, by the Meekneſs, Modeſty, 
Innocence, and pretty Manner of ker Deportment; by 
which Means it comes to paſs, that LU CY has abun- 
dance of Offers, while K 17 T Y has not ſo much as 

one Admirer, to the great Diſappointment of the of 
. O99 ther, 
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ther, who calls LUCY a bel forward Girl, and will 
not hear of any Propoſal for her, till KITTY is firſt 
diſpoſed of. 

WHILE Tee was getting ready, LUCY waited 
on her Siſter with all the Submiſſion of a Servant ; but 
bringing by Accident the Bohea Caniſter inſtead of the 
Green, KITTY call'd her Fos and Pe: LUCY calmly 
aniwer'd, Any Body might miſtake ; to which KITTY 
reply d, with great Warmth, Good Mrs. Sauce-box, con- 
ſider who you tali to. = None of us ſeem'd to mind 
what paſt, but drawing round the Tea-Table, my Fr ind 
ſaid, he would call up his two Sons for me to ſee ; but 
KITTY ſilenc'd him, by defiring ave might not be 
troubled with Boys Company, Nor was it long her Ma- 
ther eſcap'd Correction, for having found Fault that the 
firſt Diſh was too ſweet, and the ſecond not ſtrong 
enough, K ITT roundly to!d her, every Thing was 
tco much, or too little, or too bad, or te good for her, 
and in ſport, ſbe was grown ſo whimſical, that to pleaſe 

Ber was impoſſible. 
AFTER the Tea was over, I got up to take my 
Leave, but my good Friend inſiſting that I ſhould ſup 
with him, I fat me down again, very much, as I could 
perceive, to the Uneaſineſs of Mrs. K ITT, whoſe 
Countenance as plainly expreſs'd a Deſire I ſhould be 
gone, as mine, perhaps, had, a Diſapprobation of her 
Behaviour; and therefore, when ſhe found I was re- 
ſolv'd to ſtay, ſhe flung out of the Room in a very 
rude and abrupt Manner, which gave her Mother a viſi- 
ble Concern, and made her ſoon after follow, to endea- 
vour to bring her again in Temper. 
MV Friendand I, according to the Cuſtom of old 
People, fell into a Chat about former Times, till near 
an Hour before Supper ; when his two Sons came in, and 
paid their Compliments. —Mr. ILL IAM the eldeſt, 
15 juſt turn'd of Eighteen, and a very promiſing ſober 
young Man; his Father intends him for the Buſineſs of 
the Law, which is his own Profeſſion ; and, as he can 
give him an handſome Fortune, has beitow'd on him 
the Education of a Gentleman. Mafter HARRY wa 
- cunning buſtling Boy, and tho' not quite twelve Years 
old, ſhews a Genius fit for getting an Eſtate, which = 
G 
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the Reaſon his Father deſigns to bring him up to Trade ; 
and therefore, by my Advice, does not perplex his Head 
and waſte his Time in learning Greek and Latin, which 
are likely to be of little or no Service to him ; but in- 
ſtead thereof, takes Care to have him os ite and wnacr- 
fand his own Mot her-Jonguc, and be made a perfect 
Maſter of Accounts; both which muſt be of continual 
Uſe. As he is my Godſon, and bears my Name, I of- 
ten take upon me to examine him, and by what I can 
foreſee, he is likely to become a plodding and æuealthy 
Citizen. | 

SOON after, Mrs. GENTLE, with her two 
Daughters came again into the Room, and Miſs K 17 TY 
ſeem'd much more compos'd than when ſhe left us: 
We enter'd into a general Converſation, and all was 
Cheerfulneſs and Gaiety. But in the midit of all our 
Good Humour, a Fray happen'd, very untortunately, be- 
tween my Name-ſake and his Siſter's favourite Lap-Dog ; 
for he riſing to call a Servant, ſet his Foot upon the 
Dog's Tail, which the ſurly Cur return'd by ſnarling, 
and biting him by the Leg; this provok'd my. God- 
ſon to give him a little kick, which ſent him yelping 
about the Room. Miſs K 177 ran and catch'd up the 
noiſy Beaſt, at the ſame Time ſtriking her Brother a 
ſwinging Blow over the Face, and proteſting he ſhould 
go to Bed without his Supper. Ihe poor Bey ſhook 
his Ears, and urg'd in his Defence, that her Deg was 
more to Blame than he: But K 77 T would not hear 
a Word, inſiſting that he ſhould be ſent to Bed imme- 
diately. Her t Brother endeavour'd to make a Jelt 
of it, telling her he would fetch a Surgeon to cure her 
Favourite, and thought to turn it off by talking plea- 
ſantly on the Occaſion 3 but this enrag'd her to that 
Degree, ſhe call'd him finting Jactanapis, and bid 
him prate his Nonſenſe to theſe that minded him. 

16 the midſt of this Diſorder, Sypper was ſerv'd up, 
and my Friend, his ih, and J, interpoſcd to procure 
a Reconciliation ; but our Labour prov'd all in vain. 
However ſhe was at laſt prevail'd upon to fit down to 
Table, which ſhe was pleas'd to fay, ſhe did out of Re- 
ſpe& to me ; but though both her Brothers condeſcended 
to beg her Pardon, ſhe continu'd ſullen and filent, and 

wouid 
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would neither eat nor drink, notwithſtanding the En- 
treaties of all the Company. 

This Accident made every Body uneaſy ; the fond Mo- 
tber could not taſte a Bit for fear her dear Child ſhould 
be ſick with Faſting: My good Friend was full of 
Shame and Vexation at the viſible Miſmanagement of his 
Family: Mr. W IL LIAM was angry at his Siſter's 
Perverſeneis: Poor H A R RY was feartul of further Pu- 
niſhment: LUCY did not know how to behave in this 
nice Conjuncture: And I was wiſhing myſelf at Home 
again; inſomuch, that ſcarce a Word was ſpoken amongſt 
us during the whole Supper Time. When the Cloth was 
taken away, X1TTY left the Room, to vent her Spleen 
with leſs Reſtraint ; quickly after, LUCY and her Mo- 
ther follow'd ; and the two young Gentlemen ſtay d not long 
behind, but civilly wiſh'd us a good Night. 

As ſoon as they were gone, my good Friend, with 
Tears in his Eyes, begg'd my Pardon for what had hap- 


pen d: You have ſien leo much, ſays he, to th.nk of 


hiding from you my Mz:fortune : this Headitrong Girl is 
my continual Torment; her Mother's doating Fondneſs, and 
my imprudent Compliance, have made her Temper inſo- 
lent and intolerable ; ſhe is always cut of Humpur, and 
daily occafions Diſturbances in the Family. Sometimes 1 
think that her Behaviour a ſerwes the ſevereſt Treatment; 
and yet, when I ccuſider that eur earn Folly has been the 
Cauſe of it, I judge her rather an Object of Compaſſion. 
We bade been the Ruin of cur Child! for with this Dil- 
poſition, what can I foreſee for her but Miſery, 474 
Sorrow for Ouriclves ? his-was too tender a Point 
for me to talk upon, and therefore, after my Pipe was 
out, I took my Leave; but thought the Sro-ry might be 
of Service to caution other Parents againſt a Weakneſs 


which is productive of ſo much Miſchief. 


* 
= 
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Ignavum fucos pecus a præſepibus arcent. Virg. 


They drive the lazy Droncs from their Hives. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. | 
[ NEVER paſs along the S:rcets of this great City, 


but it affords me an inexpreſſible Satisfaction to con- 

ſider the Trade, Wealth, and Number of its Inbal i- 
taute, together with the ſundry Ways and Methods 
whereby they live comfortably and happily. Nothing 
gives a generous Mind ſuch ſiucere Delight, as beholding 
the Felicity of its Fellow Creatures; and an Ergli/man 
that loves his Country, muſt needs feel his Boſom glow 
with Pleaſure, while he overlooks the Glory and Opu- 


lence of this grand Metropolis: But my agreeable Ke- 


fections on theſe Occaſions are frequently interrupted 
by the Clamour and Importunity of our Common Beggars, 
a Sort of Wretches that by a fit Habit and lamentable 
Tone of Veice, impoſe upon our Pity, and make us pay, 
to get rid of the Uneaſineſs they give. 

FA R be it from my Intention to hinder real Charity; 
but ſupporting theſe /agabonds is fo directly contrary to 
it, and attended with ſo many and great Inconveniencies, 
that, as Spectator, I think it my Duty to animadvert 
upon them. For, 1t 1s very certain, that much the 
greater Part are idle Counter ftits, Rogues and Profiigate:, 
that to avoid Working, take up this lazy Courſe of Life, 
and by various Diſgur/cs and Pretences, extort more Mo- 
ney from tender hearted People than eafily can be 1ma- 
£11d, which afterwards, they ſquander away in Drun- 
ken ſs and Revei/iirg ; and I make no Doubt, that many 
of thoſe who beg about our Doors a-Days, are ready 
enough, at Night, to pick cur Pockets, break into our 
Heufes, Or aſſauli us in the Street. | | 

According to the Information I have taken Pains to 
get, theſe Creatures are grown numerous almoſt beyond 
belief, and Lecome not only an Incumbrance on all Pa/- 
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ngers, but even interrupt and prejudice the Tra eſnan 
in his Shop; for no Cuſtomer can come to buy his Co, 
or ſtay to p for them, without immediately being 


peſter d with three or four; and ſome are not only o 


impertunate as to take no Dexial, but wi hal ſo iaſolent 
and abu/ive, that I have known People walk away 6, ore 
they had done their Buſincſi, rather than be expoſed to their 
Saucineſs and Clamcur. But the moſt unſufferable of all, 
are ſuch Mretebes, as being (or pretending to be) maim'd 
or deform'd in ſome horrible and ſhocking Manner, fol- 
low Wemen big with Child, whom they terrify with 
loud Cries and diſtorted Poſtures, in order to force Money 
from them ; whereby, ſometimes, they occahon their 
Miſcarrying, or, what is worſe (monſtrous Images being 
rais'd in the Mother's Imagination) z:«r4 or miſ-/ape 
the Child, to the great Unhappineſs of many Families. 
THESE Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies are much 
owing to the H"cakneſs of ſome god People, who cannot 
bear a miſerable Appearance, or a diſmal Outcry ; bat 
give their Money to be rid of it, without examining 
whether it be rea! or counter fuit, and become thereby the 
ſure Prcy of the moſt laud and pre/:g, who uſually are 
the worſt Im tors and vileſt Regues of all 3 ſor 1 
am perſwaded, that without ſuch Enceuragt ment, ſeveral 
thouſands would leave this idle Way, and apply them- 
ſelves to get an honeſt Livelihood. Not long ago, 
a Gentleman paſſing croſs Moor fields, was follow'd by a 
middle aged ſhabby F://oxv, who, with a Story of his 
great Neceſſity, importunately begg d for Six-pence. The 
 Gentl:man wonder'd at this odd Demand, and told him, 
he had not for him; but the Fellow walk'd along, re- 
peating his Intreaties, till finding no Likelihood of Suc- 
ceſs, —- Well, Sir, /ays be, (with a melancholy Air) 
I ſhall trouble you no more but that ſmall Matter 
would have ſav d me from doing what I ſhall now be 
fore d to % — then fetching a deep Sigh, he ſlowly 
mov'd away. —— The Strangeneſs of his Words and Be- 
haviour ſtruck the Gentleman, and fill'd him with Re- 
fleclion: This poor Creature, thcught he, by Want grown 
deſperate, either intends to deſtroy a miſerable Life, or 
cal from others to ſupport it; and ſhall my R. fiſal of 


ft 
ſuch a Trifr, drive him to this Extremity, and loſe a 
2 Fellow- 
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Fellow-Creature ? perhaps for ever! —— With that 
he turn'd, and calling back the Fellow, here, Friend, 
ſays He, is Six-pence for thee; but, prithee, tell me, 
what you meant by the Speech you made juſt now ? —— 
The Fellow thank'd him, and pocketting the Money, 
Why, truly, Maſter, reply'd he, I have been begging 

here this whole Day to little Purpoſe, and unleſs your 
Charity had ſav'd me from it, muſt have been forc'd to 
Work, the Thought of which gave me no ſmall Diſ- 
quiet. Inis impudent artful R-/cc/ expreſs d the 
true Senſe of almoſt all the Creav ; and therefore I would 
deſire People to conſider, that by giving theſe canting 
Varlets, they do a manifeſt Yññih to their Country, de- 
priving it of many 2/ u Hands, and perpetuating Jale- 
neſs and Roguery amongſt us. 

SOME, perhaps, may cry, would I have poor Crca- 
tures ſtarve ? I antwer, No: but I would have them 
Werd; or if they are unable, abide in the Pariſbes they 
belong to, and be provided for in ſuch Manner as the 
Law direts. And for thoſe Falls who are inclin'd to 
do real Ads of Charity, which is a Diſpoſition highly 
laudable, let them aſſiſt the Aged and the S7c#, ſupport 
the Honeft and Induſtrious, and relieve the Diftre//es 
of needy Families. Theſe are proper Otjeds, and eaſy 
enough to meet with upon the leaft Enquiry. —— Would 
People thus beſtow what they have to give, and diſ- 
courage common Beggars by conſtantly denying them, our 
Streets would ſoon be clear of them: But fince the 
Hearts of many are wrought upon ſo eafily that this 
caunot be generally brought about, it 1s abſolutely need- 

ful to make Uſe of other Methods. 

AS from Jalencſi attended with Poverty moſt Kinds of 

Villainy are produced, and eſpecially Cheats and Reb- 
beries, it ſhould be the Care of every Government to 
let the Poor to aver, and enable, nay, force them to get 
their Bread by honeſt Labour. And for this Purpoſe we 
have ſeveral good Lacs, which, if duly put in Execu- 
tion, would not only deliver us from theſe Sxwarms of 
Vermin, but make them uſeful Members of the Common- 
wealth. Foreigners complain of theſe as the Fault of 
our Legi/lature, which, therefore, appears to them, one 
2 or other, exceedingly remiſs, either in not finding 
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Employment for theſe Wretches, or in ſuffering them te 
beg if there is Empleyment for them: But for their Infor- 
mation, as well as with an Hope that Perſons in Aut ho- 
rity may be hereby excited to diſcharge their Duty in 
this Aﬀair, I ſhall ſet forth, what. good Proviſion our 
Laws make, both for employing and maintaining our in- 
Auſtrious Poor, and for puniſhing ſuch as are idle and 

diforderly. | = 9s 
BY an Ad made in the 43d Year of Queen E11za- | 
BETH, a Power is given to Church-Wardens and Od er- 
fers of the Poor, with the Conſent of two Fuſtices 
of the Peace, to ſet to Work, or put out to be Apprentices 
the Children of ſuch Parents as ſhall be judg'd unable to 
maintain and keep them; and alſo to ſet to Wort all 
ſuch Perſons, marry'd or unmarry'd, as have no Means 
to ſupport themſelves, and uſe no ordinary or daily Trade 
to get their Living by. And ſuch as ſhall not apply 
themſelves to Wor 4, being thereto appointed, as aforciaid, 
may be ſent, by a Juſtice of the Peace, to the Heu/e of 
Carrection, or to the common Goal. And the ſaid Church- 
Wardens and Owcrſeers, by an 4 in the 3d Year of 
CrnarLEs the Firſt, are authoriz'd, with the Conſent of 
two Taftices of the Peace, or one, if there be no more, 
to ſet up any Trade or Occupation, and erect Worck-houſe:, 
for the Employing and better Relief of the Poor in their 
reſpective Pariſhes. | 
SIR EpwarD Cox complains, that, in his 
Time, Houſes of Correction were not built as was in- 
{ tended, wherein, he ſays, no De/iciency was in the Laau, 
but in the Juſtices of Peace, who ſhould have order'd 
them to be erected : For ſeeing, ſays he, the Education 
of Youth, and ſetting 0 York idle and diſorderly Per- 
ſons, are ſuch eſſential Parts of the ave//-bring of a Com- 
© mornewealth, and the only Means to compel them ro avork 
«© (as the Law now ſtands) is by Houſes of Corredicn : 
Seeing there hath been a Default in the Juice of 
Peace heretofore, and the Miſchief ſo daily increaſing, 
* we hope the Juſtices having yet Power, will erect 
more Houſes of Correction, (which are alſo called r- 
© houſes,) ſo as we ſhall have neither Br-ggar, (as the Laab 
* of God commandeth,) nor zd/e Per ſon in the Common- 
s evealth, And this, continues he, is without Queſtion 
| feauble. 
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* feaſible. For while Jaſtices of Peace and other Officers 
were diligent and induſtrious, there was not a Rogue to 
be ſeen in any Part of England, but when they be- 
came tepidi, or trepidi, Rogues, &c. ſwarm'd again." 
He obſerves, likewiſe, that Heuſes of Correction are to 
be employed to three Purpoſes, viz. For the Keeping, 
for the Correctiug, and for the ſitting to Work. And 
farther remarks, that although People have lawful Means 
to live by, yet if they be dz or diſorderly, the Fuftices 
of Peace have a Power to commit them to the Houſe of 
Correction, without Exception of any Perſon. And to 
encourage Juſtices of Peace to be active and diligent in 
the Execution of their Office, he tells them, that few 
are committed to the Heuſe of Correction, or Working- 
Heuſe, but they come out better. | | 
AN Ad made in the 12th of Queen Ax xx, for re- 
ducing the ſeveral Laws relating to Rogues, YVagabond;, 
fiurdy Beggars, &c. into one 44, empowers Fufiices of 
the Peace, as often as Need be, to command by their War- 
rant, the Cor/tables in their reſpective Purijhes and Di- 
ions, (aſſiſted by ſufficient Men of the ſame Place) to 
make a general privy Search through their reſpective 
Limits, for finding and apprehending Rogues, Vagabond, 
fturdy Beggars, © c. and ſuch to bring before them. And 
if, upon Examination, the ſaid Zu/izees ſhall judge ſuch 
Vagahonds, c. to be dangercus and unlikely to be re- 
formed, they may commit them to the Houſe of Cerrec- 
tion, or common Goal, there to remain and be kept to 
Hard Labour till the next Quarter Seſſions, And if, at 
ſuch Seſſione, the ſaid Juſtices, or the major Part of 
them, ſhall adjudge ſuch Perſons to be dangerous and in- 
corrigible, they ſhall cauſe them to be uhu, publickly, 
and kept to hard Labour in the Horſe of Correction, or 
common Goal, during ſuch Time as they in their Diſcre- 
tion ſhall think meet. And in Caſe, any Perſon fo 
committed, ſhall, before the Time expires, voluntarily 
break out and make an E/cope from the ſaid Hcwſe of Cor- 
reftion or common Goal, he or ſhe ſhall be guilty of Fe- 
lony, and ſuffer as a Felon. 1 455 
I F the Power given by the 43d ELIz. was as honeſtly 
employ'd in the Application, as it is conſtantly made Ute 
of for the raiſing of _ If Houſes were purchas'd 
| 2 or 
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or hired for the Poor of every Pariſh not only to Jive, 
but to auork in: If the Manufuctures proper for every 
Place and Country were fix d and eſtabliſh'd therein, and 
likewiſe heneſ/ly manag d: And if the Magiſtrate would 
exerciſe his Authority upon ſuch as are wicruus and iale, 
I am apt to think, the rca/ and true Objects of Charity 
would coſt the Nation but little to maintain; and Crimes 
would of Courſe diminiſh in Proportion as the Laws 
ſhould be animated by thoſe from whom they ought to 
receive their Strength and Vigour. 
* 7 | 
© 


N 
Di veſtram fidem 
Ita comparatam eſſe naturam omnium, 
Aliena ut melius videant & dijudicent, 
uam ſua Terent. Self -Tormenter. 
Good Gods That Mankind ſhould be fo form'd, that one 
Should be able to ſee farther into another's Affairs, than 
their wn. | 
From my Houſe in the Minories. 


8 IN CE the Publication of my Scheme for promoting 


Matrimony, by honouring and rewarding thoſe that 
a enter into it, and requiring from perverſe Batche- 
lers certain Fines and Serwices, according to the laudable 
Practice oſ the wiſeſt and moſt potent Nations, I have 
received innumerable Letters filled with Common: place 
Invectives againſt the Fair Sex ; loudly charging them 
with Pride, Affectation, Inconſtancy, Diſjimulation, Ig- 
norance, Impertinence, Extravagance, and a great many 
other Failings ; which are heap'd together as Reaſons 
againſt marrying. But, methinks, it is no more equi- 
table, to impute the Faults of ſome, to Womarnkind in 
general, than it would be to raiſe an Outcry againſt 400 
the Men, becauſe a few of them happen to be Rakes, Fools 
and Coxcomts. 

FOR ny own Part, I am perſuaded, that moſt of 
the Miſtakes a nongſt the Homer, are rather owing to 
Education a1 d the bad Example of the Men, than to any 
il Diſpo/ation or Depravity of Mind; and that it is mY 
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eaſy to ſet them right, by informing their Judgment, and 
treating them with a decent Re/pe& and Tenderneſs. They 
are naturally good-natur'd, generous, and fincere ; of a 
Temper gentle, courteous, and complying ; in Capacity, 
whenever they employ it, not unequal to that Sex which 
boaſts the moſt ; in Vit more refin'd and ſpirited than 
Men: Quick to 7hirh, and ready to expreſs their Mean- 
ing; having a Fluncy of Eloguence, beyond the Reach 
of Art, and ſpeaking in a much eaſier and better Sie than 
can poſſibly be attain'd by Study. There is ſomewhat 
inexpreſſibly delicate and elegant in their Converſation, 
which ſoftens and wears off the Ruggeaueſs of the Man, 
and ſo remarkably improves them, that one immediately 
may diſtinguiſh ſuch as have been accuſtom'd to the Com- 
zany of Women ; without which, Nobody was ever yet 
elite and well-bred. In ſhort, notwithſtanding all that 
can be urged againſt them, they have certainly much 
greater Honour, Sincerity, Humanity, and Piety ; more 
irtwes and fewer Vices than their Accuſers. Tbis, I 
think a ſufficient Anſwer to all the Stale Refle#ions upon 
the Sex in general; only adding, that when Men grow 
better, I make no Doubt the Nomen will do fo too. 

BUT there's another Sort of Folks that load me with 
Reproaches, for impoſing Hard/>ips, as they are pleaſed 
to call them, on the Batchelors, (meaniug, to be ſure, 
themſelves,) and being partial on the Women's Side; by 
whom (as they make no Difficulty of declaring,) they 
ſuppoſe I have been brib'd. — Theſe Gentlemen may fanſy 
what they think fit, whilſt I am conſcious to myſelf, 
that nothing elſe has influenc'd me in this Affair, but a 
warm Degre to reſtore my Country's Glory, promote the 
general Happineſs of my Fellow Subjects, and provide a 
due Increaſe of People for Ages yet to come ; and, angry 
as they are, even themſelves would thank me, could they 
poſſibly conceive, how much happier the State I am 
recommending to them is, than what they are in at pre- 
ſent. But, leſt my Authority ſhould be objected to, in 
this Caſe, I will preſent to their View the Pifure of 
their Condition, as it is finely drawn by Dr. Younc, 
in his Eſimati of Human Life. 

* THE State of C:libacy, unleſs it can work out an 
* artificial Happineſs for the Abſence of Evils, which 
N requires 
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© requires a peculiar Strength of Mind, is a 4:/art, me- 
* lancholy, and diſconſolate State. At the Maturity of 
Life, tender 4/e4icns awake in the Heart, which de- 
mand their proper Objects, and pine for the Want of 
them. In this Sate of Celibacy, they muſt either be 


© extinguiſh'd, or continu'd without Gratification. 
The fr/t is a great Violence to Nature, the ſecond her 
laſting Pain; and a Pain of that Kind, which furniſh'd 
the Platoniſts with their 5 80 Idea of Hell. Our 
Paternal Afections mult be drawn off, like a Mother's 
« Milk, or they will corrupt, and turn to Diſeaſe. | 
« HUSBAND and Father are the'Titles of Honour 
which Nature diſpenſes, and endows them with greater 
« Pleaſure, than any Titles which Fortune can confer. 
They that reſiſt the Impulſes of Nature, are reſiſted 
by her in their new Schemes of Enjoyment ; and Na- 
* ture is a powerful Adverſary. He that has Children 
« multiplies himſelf, and gives Happineſs many Channels 
« by which to flow in upon him. Letting the Heart 
« ftream out in Tenderneſs on its proper Objects, as it is 
© the greateſt Duty, ſo it is the greateſt Bling of Life. 
To have no one, to whom we heartily wiſh well, and 
« for whom we are warmly concern'd, is a deplorable 
State. — It may be ſaid, that Viſdom will provide us 
< with ſuch Objects in every Condition: It may; but it 
« would coſt us leſs Pains, if we ſuffer d Nature to eaſe 
* her of that Trouble. ; 


THE 
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THE Pelition under-written, is ſign'd by ſo many 

Hands, that to paſs it over would be charged upon me 

as great Injuſtice, and therefore, without any farther 
Preface, I make a Preſent of it to the Publick. 


7 Henry STONECASTYLE, E/q; 
SPECTATOR-GENERAL, 


The humble Petition of the Hon. John Noble, Cornet, 
Nicholas Gent, E:jign ; William Linguiſt, Clergy- 
man; Joſeph ITincture, Phyſician ; Richard Plodon, 
Counſellor at Law; Philip Squire, Merchant, 
Thomas Scribble, Attorney; Anthony Bauble, 7rad:/- 
man; and Humphry Place, Officer ; in Behalf of 
themſelves, and ſeveral other Batchelors, Single 
Men, and Widowers, whoſe Names are hereuuta 
ſubſcribed. 


Shewweth, 


PF HAT your Petitioners look upon themſelves to be 
grievouſſy miſrepreſented, as Deſpiſers of Matri- 
mony, and Enemies to the Propagation of Mankind, in a 
late Libe/preſented to you ; and therefore hope they may 
have Leave to ſtate their own Caſe. 

T H A T your Petitioners are no Admirers of a fing le 
Life, though fatally and unavoidably conſtrain'd to con- 
tinue therein, by the capricious Humour, Diſdain, and 
Cruelty of the Fair Sex. | 
THAT the Hon. John Noble, Eſq; lately made an 

Offer of himſelf in Marriage to Mrs. Purſy in his Neigh- 
bourhood, who received him with great Contempt ; and 
told him rudely, that antient Pedigrees, and tatter'd 
Eſcutcheons, would purchaſe neither Food nor Cloaths. 

THAT your Petitioner, Mr. Nicholas Gent, believing 
himſelf duly qualify'd, apply'd in the beſt Manner he 
was able, to one of thoſe rich Widows, who were for- 
merly looked upon as allotted for younger Brothers, but 
was coldly anſwer'd, That a graceful Perſon, and gen- 
teel Addreſs, without a Fortune, would, now, by no 


Means do. | 
; N 4 THAT 
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THAT the Rev. Mr. Linguift warmly courted his 
Patron's Daughter, hoping by Vows of perpetual Reſi- 
dence and Incumbency, to win thc Heart of Miſs Prue ; 
but ſhe, to his great Mortif cation and Diſappointment, 
bid him take Mrs. Nab, her Mother's Waiting Woman, 
if he pleas'd, who knew how to toſs up a ſecond Dith, 
as well as any Body alive. But Mr. Linguiſt under- 
ſtanding, that ſhe had ſundry Times been thumb'd over 
by the Eiquire her old Maſter, could in no wiſe there- 
unto conſent. | | 

THAT John Tin&are, M. D. having frequently been 
ſent for to feel Lady Catharine's Pulſe, and apprehend- 
ing by the Quickneſs and Strength thereof, that Love 
was in the Caſe ; in Conſequence of ſuch Opinion, had 
ventur'd to whiſper in her Ear, that an whole Apothe- 
car y's Shop would be of little Uſe ; but if ſhe pleated to 
pat herſelf under his Regimen, he did not queſtion, in a 
mort Time, by a No/{rum of his own, he could remove 
all her Complaints. Notwithſtanding which courteous 
Offer, ſhe forbids his farther Attendance, adviſing him 
to take his own F/ixirs, and cure his tener d Brain. 

THAT Richard Plodon, Counſellor at Law, waited 
upon a certain young Lady, and made a Propoſal of as 
much Parchment-Skhin and Engroſſing-Hand, as ſhe ſhould 
thank fit to require; but was immediately aſſur'd, that 
dirty Acres, not counterfeit Rent- Rolls, muſt be the Pur- 

eh fe of her Conſent, | | 
' 4+ HAT Philip Squire, Merchant, imagin'd once he 
ſhould have carry'd off Mrs. Arabilla Prudi, but when 
he fouml ſhe infiſted upon her Coach and viſiting Day, he 
was afraid to venture. 

THAT Thomas Scribtle, Attorney, had well nigh 
crept into the Affection of Miſs Heyden; but her Father 
having an unfortunate Antipathy to Law, could not be 
perſuaded to ſign, ſeal, and deliver. 

THAT Anthony Bauble, Tradeſman, might at laſt 
have fix'd Mrs. 77/7, if he would have cheated all his 
Creditors, and have obliged himſelf by Bond to leave 
her worth 2000 /. more at his Death, than he was ever 
likely to be poſſeſs d of while he liv'd. But what chiefly 
broke off the Match, was, her declaring, that ſhe ex- 


pected three Maids and a Footmar in a Livery ; 7 3 
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ſhould by none of his mean and thrifty Arts diſgrace her 
Family, but wear a Sword when ſhe gave him Leave to 
be ſeen Abroad with her, and ſpend his Money as freely 
as my Lord her Coufin. : 
THAT your Petitioner, Mr. Place, of the Victualling 
Ofiice, made no Doubt he ſhould prevail upon Mrs. Co- 
guet, by the Help of his Marroww-bones and other Fes; 
but after much Encouragement, ſhe pertly aſk'd kim, 


how ſhe muſt be maintain'd when he was dead ? 


THAT all your other Petitioners, whoſe Names are 
hereunto ſubſcribed, have equal Reaſon to complain of 
the Fair Sex ; though for fear of ſeeming over-tedious, 
they forbear being particular ; but notwithſtanding hope 
they may have Leave to make this farther joint Requeſt, 
ViY. | 
THAT the Vemen may not by any publick Ad, be 
nuthoriz'd to court, ſince they have made ſo indiſcreet a 
Uſe of the Telcration for ſome Time paſt allow'd them. 
THAT Pin-Money and Separate Maintenance be ut- 
terly aboliſh'd. 

THAT 2uadrille Tables be put down. 

THAT Sumptuary Laws be made, to reduce the Wo- 
men to a decent Habit, and reaſonable Expences, and to 
determine how far Mrs. Gage the Exciſeman's Wife may 
walk on Foot in London. | 
THAT a Stop be put to the 7xinous Practice of ſetting 
up a Coach immediately, upon marrying, unleſs by Peo- 
ple of large Eſtates. | 

THAT one Shilling in the Pound out of the Laad- 
Tax be allowed for ſecuring Foirtures for their Wives, 
before People are obliged to marry for the public Good. 
AN laftly, your Pet#tiozers moſt humbly intreat, 
that a Clauſe may be inferted in the intended 4 for 
promoting Matrimony, to exempt your ſaid Petitronersy 
from all the Penalties therein, until fuch Time as the 
Women will be pleaſed to accept of ſuch Maintenance as 
their Circumſtances can afford, and ſuch Proviſion fot 
Futurity, as by In4uftry and mutual Par/imony may be 
provided. | | FRO? 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, 

. &c. &c. 
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Singula quæque locum teneant ſortita decenter. 
Hor. de Art, Poer. 


Then let your Stile be ſuited to your Scene, 
And its peculiar Character maintain. Francis, 


To HENRY STONECASTLE, E; 


. 5 

6 i HE Complaints againſt the Age in which we live, 

are grown ſo numerous, as to incline ſome of the 

beſt Judges, to attribute many of them, rather 
to a Deſire of appearing ſingular, than any real Intention 
of contributing towards an Amendment. I ſhould there- 
fore very unwillingly have augmented the Number of 
the Querulous, had it not been in Regard to a Caſe of 
the utmoſt Importance to the Publick, in which alſo I 
flatter myſelf I ſhall advance nothing, but what your 
Readers will admit to be juſt. 

TH E Subject then, both of my Complaint, and of 
my Letter, ſhall be our preſent Want of Taſte. Con- 
cerning which, I ſhall (with your Leave,) lay down my 
Sentiments with as much Clearneſs, Brevity, and Can- 
dour, as I am able. Taſte is a metaphorical Term, and 
is taken for our Capacity, in judging of ſuch Pieces, as 
we either read in the Cloſet, or behold upon the Stage. 
The Signs of a good Taſte, are our giving our Approba- 
tion to juſt and tine Sentiments, cloathed in a correſpond- 
ing Elegancy of Expreſſion ; as it is a certain Evidence 
of .a bad one, our applauding vicious or improper 
Thoughts, in any Diction whatever. 

I SHALL forbear any Remarks on thoſe Writers, 
who meddle only with the ſeverer Parts of Learning, 
and confine myſelf ſolely to the Poets, as the Authors 
more immediately under your Confideration ; and whoſe 
Works, as they are more generally read, are conſequently 

the beſt underſtood, by the far greater Part of thoſe who 
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SHAKESPEAR and Johnson were the two firlt 
Writers, who gave any Luſtre to the Dramatick Perfor- 
mances of our Nation; and though we have fince them, 
had Abundance of Authors in that Way ; yet I believe L 
ſhall hardly be contradicted in ſaying, that there have 
been very few, who can with any Juſtice be call'd their 
Equals, and not ſo much as one, who can be ſaid to have 
excell'd them. 

THE IR diſtinguiſhing Talent conſiſts in having al- 
ways kept Nature in their View, from whence the Pro- 
priety of their Thoughts recommends them to thoſe who 
read them with Judgment; and the entring into the Spi- 
rit of whatever Character they repreſent, moves always 
the Paſhons of their Auditors, according to the excellent 
Obſervation of Horace, in his Art of Poetry. 

Si vis me flere, dolendum eſt 
Primum ipſi tibi: 
1f you wou'd have me weep, begin the Strain, 
Then 1 ſhall feel your Sorrows, feel your Pain. Francis. 

T HE peculiar Excellencies of Shakeſpear, are the 
marvellous Boldneſs of his Invention, and the admirable 
Energy of his Expreſſion. TFohn/on's Perfections on the 
other Hand, are his prodigious Art in weaving his Plots,. 
and that nice Diſtinction there is between all his Charac- 
ters. This Difference les in them, merely through the 
one's Want of Knowledge in the Antients, and the other's 
perfect Acquaintance and profound Reſpect for them; 
which is alſo the ſole Occaſion of their Miſtakes, the 
former being ofter irregular, and the latter ſometimes 
too ſervile an Imitator. 

HOWEVER, their Beauties are a great Over- bal- 
lance for their Blemiſhes; and one may always pronounce 
in Favour of their Writings, without Fear of being 
thought to have an ill Taffe. In the Groſs of the Dra- 
matick Poets who ſucceeded them, the more exalted Cha- 
racers met with a terrible Transformation; their Mo- 
narchs either thunder'd in Tyrannical. Bombaſt,, or 
whin'd forth their amorous Complaints, with a Tender - 
neſs below their Rank.. In. Comedy the Alteration. was 
alio for the worſe,. the grand Parts. being almoſt conti- 
nually a Beau or Debauchee ; in fine, the Heroes of that 
Set of Writers, were moſt of them Amakxors, 1 
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their fine Gentlemen Dorimants ; the one a Character al- 
together out of Nature, and the other a Diſgrace to it. 
THIS naturally leads me to the Mention of the 
Source of their Errors, which was plainly this, that the 
Poets of thoſe Days, either through Force or Inclination, 
comply'd with the prevailing falſe Taſte of Mankind, 
rather than they would take any Pains to amend it. 
Mr. Dryden, it I am not much miſtaken, has almoft 
own'd this in one of his Dedications ; and whoever con- 
fiders the preſent State of the Drama, will readily ob- 
ſerve the Conſequence of ſuch a Complaiſance, wiz. that 
the Town and its Authors both will grow daily worſe 
and worſe. Till inſtead of the manly Entertainments of 
a Julius and an Othello, the finiſh'd Workings of a Vu. 
fone, or an Alelymiſt; our Stages are polluted with the 
Conjuration of an Harlequin Fauſtus, or render'd yet 
more ridiculous, from the Beats of a Tom Thumb. 
THAT the Growth, at leaft, of this Viciouſneſs of 
Taſte, may be, with the utmoſt Juſtice, imputed to the 
Want either of Courage or Honeſty in the Authors of 
that Time wherein it prevails, I ſhall put beyond Que- 
ſtion, from another Inſtance J am going to produce, of 
a certain great Genius, who by a fingle Performance, 
placed himſelf on the Level, at leaſt, with the greateſt 
Authors that went before him, and reftor'd at the ſame 
Time in his Audience, a true and juſt Tafte for Poetry. 
Your Readers will readily perceive, I mean the Cato of 
Mr. Addiſer. As that admirable Performance was every 
Way worthy of its excellent Author, ſo it drove, like 
the Sun, all the former Shades of Darkneſs before it ; all 
who ſaw it were ſenſible of its Merit; it met with every 
where, and from every Body its juſt Tribute of Applauſe ; 
nay, it even overcame Political Averſions, and rais'd a 
— 2 between the two Parties, who ſhould commend it 
m . | 
BUT Cato itſelf has increaſed the Evils of the pre- 
fent Time; how many Poetaſters have ſince then infeſted 
the World with wild Notions of Liberty and Patriotiſm ! 
What ſtrange romantick Whims have they had of Free- 
dom, and Independency from Power ! As if, as Mr. 
. Dryden fays, TY 
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They led their wild Defires to Recks and Cawves, 
And thought that all, but Savages, were Slaves. 


AND how juſtly may it be ſaid of ſome modern Au- 
thors, that while they deſcribe to us their Heroes, they 
are endeavouring to paint a Non-entity, a Thing that 
never had a Being, or as a late elegant and noble Author 

expreſſes it: | 


A faultleſs Meonfter, that the World neter ſaau. 


THERE is one Fault, however, among the Writers 
of the laſt Age, that has given great Offence to the Cri- 
tics, which, I muſt confeſs, has been totally expunged 
in this. 'The Fault I mean, is a Redundancy of Wit : In 
old Plays we very often find, even their Fools full of 
Spirit, and their Blockheads breaking Jeſts. But in mo- 
dern Productions, you can ſcarce meet with a Man of 
Senſe in a whole Play. Whether this Alteration is en- 
tirely owing to the Loſs of Genius in our Playwrights, 
or whether the Fops and Coxcombs of our Days, are ſo 
utterly abandon'd to Common Senſe, as to have nothing 
left in their Humours entertaining, I leave to the Deci- 
ſion of thoſe who are beſt able to compare the Copies we 
have of that Kind, with their Originals. 
BUT wherever this Failure lies, certain it is, that 
we are now ſunk ſo intolerably low in reſpect of Toe, 
that Things at preſent draw an Audience of People of 
Faſhion into our Theetres, which in the Days of our 
Fathers and Grandfathers, would have excited the Hiffes 
of Servant Maids and *Prentices, at every Puppet-Show. 

NAY, I am ſorry to add further, that there are ſome 
Circumſtances that almoſt indicate our being paſt Cure. 
We are grown utterly inſenſible of the moſt Poignant 
Strokes of Ridicule, and like as in Perſons of a ruin'd 
Conſtitution, the Medicine given to repreſs the Diſtem- 
per, adds but Fury to the Diſeaſe. When that Scourge 
of a declining ' Taſte, the Rehearſal is now ated, how 
many of the Spectators do we ſee gaping at the Tranſac- 
tions of the two Kings of Brentford, without ſo much as 
dreaming that that Performance has any other End ? 
| who 
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who think Prince Prettyman a real fine Gentleman, and 
the doughty Draxvcar/ir, an Hero in earneſt; in fine, 
who go away pleas'd with the Abſurdities of the Play, 
and without the leaſt Reliſh of the fineſt and moſt elegant 
of Satyrs ? 3 | 

T HE Beggars Opera, and the loud Applauſe it re- 
ceiv'd, is yet a nearer and a ſtronger Inſtance. What 
Opinion muſt a Foreigner entertain of a Nation, who 
miſtake keeping a String of Strumpets for Gallantry, 
and divert themſelves with beholding the Debauches of 
a publick Robber? I ſay not this with any Deſign of re- 
flecting on Mr. Gay; I am ſenfible he intended that 
Piece, as a Reproof for certain Follies into which the 
Age had given before : But his Audience, like Children 
reading Æ ſep's Fables, take themſelves up entirely with 
the Story, not ſo much as letting it enter their Heads, 
that there is a Moral. . 

IN the Beginning of this Letter, I have called this a 
Caſe of real Importance to the Publick ; and indeed it is 
ſo, in more Reipects than one: But to wave any Obſer- 
vations that may wear the Look of Politicks, as, that a 
Decay of Taſte, has been a conſtant Forerunner in moſt 
Nations, of a Decay of Empire, I ſhall beg Leave to 
mark only theſe two Things ; Firſt, that in the preſent 
Condition of Theatrical Entertainments, the true End of 
the Stage is almoſt wholly loſt ; we go not thither to ſee 
Folly expoſed, but to ſee it ated; whence the Paradox 
is ſolved, 'That the moſt applauded Pieces for ſome Years 
paſt in our Theatres, have not been the Compoſition of 
Poets, but of Dancing-Maſters. And Secondly, that 
the preſent Age ſeem to have loſt all Care of Reputation, 
as well as Virtue, and never reflect how deſpicable. a 
Figure they muſt make to Poſterity. If there can be 

et any Hopes of Amendment, I would begin my Pre- 
3 by intreating them to remember, That every 
ill Paper that's printed, records its Author for a Block- 
head, and every mean Performance that's applauded, is 
a Libel of the Audience upon themſelves. 


41 am Tours, 


LL, „ö 
Hac 
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Hzc ſtudia adoleſcentiam agunt: ſenectutem oblectant: 
ſecundas res ornant: adverſis profugium, atque ſolati- 
um præbent: delectant domi: non impediunt foris : 
pernoctant nobiſcum, peregrinantur, ruſticantur. 

| Cicer. 

Theſe Speculations are an Exerciſe for Youth; a Pleaſure 
in Old Age; an Ornament in Proſperity ; an Aſylum and 
a Comfort in Adverſfity : They give Delight at Home ; 
are no Incumbrance Abroad; and they accompany us by 
Day and by Night, whether in Town or Country. 


From my Houſe in the Minories. 


Publiſh the following LETTER for thoſe 2 Wite, 
who make Scripture their landing Jet: == 


To whom, at preſent, I ſhall add no more, but that, 
in every Country, whatſoever a Man's own Belief may 
be, a decent Reſpect is owing to the profe/v'd religious 
Faith and Worſhip ; which, to wilify or ſce at, is a 
Proof of exceflive Folly, Rudeneſs, and Impiety. 

To the AUTHOR of the UNIVERSAL SPECTATOR. 


SIR, 


q E have amongſt us a certain very ancient Book 
0 called the BIBLE, which is generally allow'd, 
by all who have read it with Attention, to contain a 
great deal of Morality, and Good Senſe ; nay, ſome 
even go ſo far as to aſſert, that for Simplicity and 
Purity of Language, for Perſpicuity and Magnificence 
of Thought, and for the Importance and Pignity of the 
Matters therein treated of, it is ſcarce to be equall'd by 
any other Writings in the World. Yet, however it 
comes to paſs, this Book is grown, of late, ſo ſtrange- 
ly out of Faßbion, or rather, in Diſgrace, with our 
polite People, that for a Man to make Quotation from 
it, or ſo much as mention it, unleſs by Way of Ridi- 
cule, is look'd upon as a groſs Piece of Jmpertinence 
and 1//-Breeding. But, for my own Part, as I was 
brought up with an high Veneration for this old 1 
| an 
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« faſhionable, and ſpeak a few Words in its Behalf. 


and find, as yet, no good Reaſon to alter my Opinion, 
notwithſtanding the Force of Cuſtom, and the Laugh 
that may be rais'd upon me, I ſhall venture to be n- 


© There is, indeed, an Order of Men particularly ap- 
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pointed to fudy, explain, and windicate the Book I 
mention, and to their Honour it muſt be ownd, that 
many of them have perform'd their Part with great 
Learning, Judgment, and Force of Reaſoning ; but, 
as their being concern'd in Point of Intereſt, is fre- 
quently, by Prejudice, objected to what they ſay, per- 
haps the Remonſtances of a Layman may obtain a 
fairer Hearing. | | 
* I ſhall not enter into the Diſpute, whether @// or 
ary of this Book was penn'd by Inſpiration from on 
High ; but believe it will be granted by People of any 
Judgment, that there is ſomewhat wonderful and ex- 
traordinary in the Compeſition and Stile of much the 
greateſt Part of it, beyond what is found in moſt other 
Writings ; and that the Authors, if not inſpir'd, were, 
at leaſt, Men of a moſt ſublime, noble, and extenſive 
Genius and Cafacity ; which, to go no farther, is ſuf- 
ficient to demand for it a be and civil Treat- 


ment, from all ſuch as would be thought cither Gen- 


tlemen or Scholars; ſince, to deſpiſe or uſe it rudely, 
or have no Senſe of its Excellencie:, ſhews certainly 
as bad a Taſte, and no leſs Ignorance, than we ſhouid 
juſtly impute to People, that ſhould laugh at, and 
make a Jeſt of Homer, Plato, Xenophon, Virgil, Cicero, 
or any other of the moſt celebrated iter. Fon upon 
conſidering its U/e and Value by the ſame Rules as we 
judge of other 1#:tirg:, we ſhall find, it does not 
only abound with the uu, Sublime, as Longinus, that 
excellent Critich, ſhews ; but being the n ancient 
Book we know cf in the whole World, is, therefore, 
much more likely to afford a reaſonable Account of 
the Beginning of Things, than any written at a greater 
Diſtance from it; and, conſequently, upon this Score, 
to be eſteem'd equal, at leaſt, to any Hiftorian what- 
ſoever ; ſince the Credit wherewith it has paſt through 
ſo many Ages down to us, is nothing leſs than that of 
the beſt eRabliſh'd amongſt them all. Beſides, it is 

| pretty 
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pretty evident, that every Body elſe, who has at- 
tempted to give any Relation of the World's Creation, 
and the O/iginal of its firſt Inhabitants, the Deluge, 
and the Peopling of the Earth afterwards, either has 
borrow'd it from the Hi//ory of Moses, as PLaTto 
and Ovip in many Caſes ſeem to do, or elſe forms a 
Story much more unphileſophical, and fuller of Fables, 
Difficulties, and Abſurditics, than the moſt inveterate 
Cawiller can pretend to find in this. As to the reſt, 
after informing us, how, Mankind became diſpers d, 
it contains, in particular, (what can no otherwiſe be 
obtain'd) a large and exact Account of the Beginning, 
Increaſe, and Settlement of the Fewwih Nation; the 
Eſtabliſhment and Ceremonies of their Religion their 
Laas, together with the Form and Manner of their 
Civil Government, and the ſeveral Changes it under- 
went for upwards of a Thouſand Years ; which, cer- 
tainly, is a Piece of Hiffory well worth our Notice 
and Regard, conſidering what Figure that People made 
for ſome Time; that Chriſtianity \ is built upon, and 
Ma bometaniſin takes from it, many of its Rites and 
Ceremonies ; ſo that, without this Account, it is im- 
poſſible to underſtand the Reaſon and Foundation of the 
One, and from whence many Things in the Other are 
deriv'd; both which, was it only out of Curioſity, a 
Man of 7 aſte and Reading, even though he ſhould have 
no Religion, would wiſh to learn and know. 
Herewith is interfpers'd much uſeful Hiftory of the 
Nations round about, the Lives of ſeveral Great Men, 


and the Relation of many remarkable Events, along 
with which, ſuch Inſtruction and Advice is given, as, 


if well heeded, would make us both <vi/e and good ; 
in ſhort, no other Book I know, contains fo curious 
and / ful a Variety, deliver'd in the moſt elevated, 
pathetick, and expreſſive Manner. 
Thus far have 1 ſpoke of the firſt Part only of what 
we call the BisLE ; but come now, in Turn, to ſay 
ſomewhat on Behalf alſo of the New 7 eftament, which, 
though written later than the former, is not leſs valu- 
able or extraordinary. For, therein we find the 
moſt ſublime and perfect Scheme both of Morality and 
had. ta that ever has been yet promulgated ; teach- 
* ing 
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ing Mankind, the moſt exalted and juſt Notrons, and 
the pureit and moſt ſpiritual Adoration and Horfbip of 
the Deity, and inculcating, towards one another, Peace, 
Aﬀetion, Beneficence, and univerſal Charity. 
Lyve one another, forgive your Encmits, do Good to 
thoſe that uſe you ill, bleſs them that curſe you, and 
ſuch like, are the generous and conſtant Precepts of the 


Book I mention; wherein is likewiſe given a diſtint 


Account of Jesus, the Preacher of theſe Doctrines; 
how he went about doing Good to all Sorts of People, 
making the Deaf and Blind to hear and ſee, curing the 
moſt obſtinate Diſtempers, and raiſing up even the 
Dead to Life. All which, if I may not have Leave 
to call them Miracles, muſt, at leaſt, be thought very 
ſurprizing and uncommon Performances. We are alſo 
here inform'd, how he fell, at laſt, a Sacrifice to the 
Envy and Malice of the Jexwiþ Prieſts, who loaded 
him with Contempt and Reproach, and crucify'd him 
as a Criminal; though both in his Life-Time, and at 
his Death, he was a continual Example of the Meek- 
neſs, Benevolence and Picty which he taught to others; 
Praying God to pardon his Deſtroyers. This tells us 
farther, how, on the third Day afterwards, was ful- 
filled, the Promiſe he had often made as the ſure Sign 
and Proof of his Authority and Truth, wiz. the Reſur- 
rection of his own Body, attended with an Appearance 
of Angels, and the Conſternation and Affright of the 
Soldiers that were placed to watch him ; and how he 
convers'd frequently with his Diſciples and Friends, 
for the Space of forty Days, at the End of which, he 
publickly aſcended up to Heaven, in the Sight of ma- 
ny Witneſſes. It goes on to ſhew, how, ſhortly after 
this, his Diſciples, who were poor illiterate Fer men, 
and ſuch Sort of People, became endued with a Power 
of curing the moſt inweterate Diſeaſes, by a Touch or a 
Word only; and what is ſtill more ſtrange, were, all 
at once, made able, in/lantaneouſly, and without any 
E Teaching, to ſpeak all Kinds of Languages; 
y which, being duly qualify'd for ſo doing, they 
diſpers'd themſelves, as by him they had been before 
commanded, to inſtruct all Nations in the Belizf and 

Deerines of their Maſter. 
| THESE 
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Reaſon to believe the Truth, as of any other Facts 
whatever that we find in Hiſtory; for the Writers 
were not only Eye-Witneſſes themſelves of what they 
ſay, but, likewiſe, publiſhed their Accounts, at a 
Time, when, if they had been falſe, the Inpoſition 
mult immediately have been detected; ſince 'I houſands 
were then living, who had both ſeen and known their 
Maſter Jesus, and were ſufficiently acquainted with 
the Circumſtances of his Life and Death. Beſides, 
they did not aim at Honour, Wealth, or Power, and 
conſequently could have no worldly Views in ſpreading 
Fables: To which may be added, that moſt of them 
gave up their Lives in Atteſtation of their Yeracity, 
and that a Forgery wherein ſo many were concern'd, 
could not poſſibly have been long conceal'd. 

ALL this conſider'd, muſt ſurely make theſe Vi- 
tings much eſteem'd by all People of Morality, by all 
that wiſh to promote Humanity, Virtue, and Piety, as 
well as by the candid Enquirer after Knowledge, (be his 
Religion what it will) to whom the Hiſtory of IESUs 
muſt appear as valuable as that of the greateſt Legiſla- 
tors of Antiquity ; ſince the Laws of none are ſo well 
calculated for the general Happineſs of Mankind, nor 
did any of them ſeem veſted with ſuch a ſuper: natural 
Power of doing Good, if I may have Leave to call it 
ſo; to which I ſhall only add, that as the bib d 
Religion of our Country is founded on this Belief, that 
alone, was there no other Reafon, would demand for 
them the utmoſt Regard and Reverence. 

NONE, I think, can charge me with carrying 
the Point too high, either in Vindication of the Old or 
Neaw Teftament ; for, I have only try'd to ſhew, that, 
in themſelves, as to the Importance of what they 
teach, and upon a Compariſon with other Writings, 
they deſerve a great deal of Reſpe&, and muſt be high- 
ly valued by all Perſons of Virtue, Tafte, or Learning. 
I could have ſaid Abundance more in their Be- 
half, as there is much good Reaſon to believe they 
deliver to us the Commands and Will of G O D, both 


as to our Faith and Pradtice; but as that Matter has 
| © been 
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been ſo often and ſo well argued by c ere, I ſhall not 
introduce it here. And, befides, many of the People 
* I am defirous to convince, have taken ſuch an extrava- 
« gant Antipathy to the Word R:-wilartion, that I dare 
not infiſt on it, for fear of making them throw aſide 
« your Paper; whereas, 1 hope, that by recommending 
* them in the Manner I have — as containing a great 
deal of curious and uſeful Knowledge, they may be 
« perſuaded to peruſe and examine them without Preju- 
* dice; which, I am ſure, is all that's needfal to make 
* ſuch as have any Judgment think them a very improper = 
Subject for Contempt and Ridicule. 
« * AS the above Diſcourſe has nothing at all to do 

with the Religious Diſputes amongſt us, but is only 
a critical Enquiry into the real Worth of a Boo which 
Men of Learning muſt ſer ſome Value on, I prefume 
it is in no wiſe unſuitable to the Deſign of your Paper 
to preſent it to the Pablict, and by doing ſo you will 
highly oblige, Sir, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
* CRITICUS. 


Ps. 
S2OL02202202;2222 


Natura fat omnibus dedit, .fi quis cognoveri uti. 
The Beſt and N iſeſt on a little live: 
Nature to ev'ry one does hindly give 
The Means of Hapfincſ: : did Man but know 
T' enjoy the Bleſſings which fhe dots b, oa. 
From my Heouſe in the Minories. 
O be eaſy in all Stations of Life, is in every 
Man's Power, if he would but befriend himſelf. 
The many Misfortunes we hear daily complain'd 
of, for the moſt Part ariſe from our own Impatience, or 
extended Views, if not from our Follies. Would every 
Man in narrow Circumſtances be ſubſervient to Reaſon, 
tis poſſible, nay, tis certain, he would PREY alleviate 
the Burthen he ſo loudly complains of. We ought, 
(which is ſeldom done) before we complain of our Lot, 
25 5 Ee to 
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to examine well into our Behaviour, to fit in the Tribu- 
nal of our Conſciences impartial Judges of our Conduct, 
and condemn or acquit ourſelves, as we would another. 
If this was done, 1 am of Opinion, more would 
lay their Misfortunes to their Indolence, Vanity, and 
Credulity, than now do, and we ſhould have fewer Ex- 
clamations againſt the Stars, Cc. We ſhould find thoſe 
who are now ready to revolt againit Heaven, humbly 
acknowledging its Mercies, and thankful they are not 
{till more depreſs'd: I won't ſay miſerable, ſince no 
Man can be to, who looks up to the Almighty, truſts in 
him, ſubmillively bows under the Afflictions his Creator 
lays upon bi.n, and bleſſes that Hand which holds the 
Scourge. ME 
Would we look upon ourſelves as we really are, and 
upon that tremendous Ens Entium who las given us Be- 
ing, with a juſt Reflection on his Attributes, it would 
a{i.ſt us vaſtly in the Governing our Faihons, we ſkoutd 
have a thorough Contempt of this Life, and be caſy and 
contented in every Circumſtance. 
I know a Gentleman, who, by his Reſignation to the 
Pivine Will, is the molt happy Man living; he is cheer- 
fal, nay, he is a facetious Companion, from this one 
Reflection, He who made the World, beſt knows how to 
govern it: He was born to and enjoy'd a plentiful For- 
tune, till ſtripp'd thereof by private Villainies and pub- 
lick Calamities. Jo give his Character: He's one of 
your very rich Men not worih a Groat, who avoids the 
World, as much as the thoughtile!s Part ſhun his 
Acquaintance : who is little known, and much eſteem'd, 
au having nothing, yet poſſiſſes all Things 3 Vl. o is be- 
come N happy, by what would make many 
others extremely mucrable ; and whoſe Hopes, always 
riie in Proportion to his Misfortunes ; who never ha a 
Wiſh ungratify'd, as he thinks that beſt which Pr. vi- 
dence has will d; is thankful for what Mercies le re- 
celves, and humble under Chaſtiſement. In a Word, he 
is deſpis d by the World for his Poverty, and pit ies the 
World for its Weakneſs; is humane and compati: onate, 
always ready to excuſe the Follies and Errors of others, 
by throwing the Fault on the Imperfection ot our Na- 
ture; is a Friend to Mankind, and an Enemy to nou irg 
i Lt 
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but Vice; is a religious Layman. and an Anchorite in 
the midit of a populous City, | 
He is now at a Friend's Houſe in the Country, where 
he commonly paſſes this Seaſon: In the Winter I have 
often the Pleature of ſeeing him, and never made him a 
Viſit, but I came away both pleas'd and inſtructed. 
Laſt February I found him in a very cold Day with no 
Fire. He without Cerewony confeſs'd the Reaſon, and 
added, that could his Penury be attributed to his Vice or 
Folly, he ſhould have been aſham'd to have own'd, and 
rhaps have cloak d the real cauſe with a fictitious Rea- 
fon. I told him, I was ſorry a Man of his Merit 
ſhould, by his Misfortunes, be drove to ſo great Streights : 
He ba; 7 5 * And I am ſorry a Man of your reputed 
good Senſe, ſhould pretend to ſet Rules to Omniſcience 
in the Government of the World, and ſhould make 
Uſe of Terms without Ideas. Take this for a Maxim, 
the Almighty has no Delight in the Miſery of his 
Creatures ; and therefore, whatever we ſuffer here, is 
either to prevent a ſeverer Judgment, or to fit us for 
greater Bleſſings; either Way is for our Advantage. 
We are ſo ſhort-fighted, we know not how to diſtin- 
guiſh, and often take the greateſt Bleſſings for Curſes, 
and the heavieſt Curſes for Bleſſings. We are like Mar- 
riners; who by fair Winds might run into the Way of 
Pirates, but by thoſe contrary to their Wiſhes, reach 
their Port in Safety. The Ways of Providence are 
inſcrutable, they are not to be inquired into ; and, if 
we think them grievous, the only Way to prove them 
otherwiſe, is to ſubmit to God's Decrees with an entire 
Reſignation ; a contrary Procedure will not alleviate 
but increaſe the Burthen. Let a Man endeavour to 
extricate himſelf from the Preſſures he labours under 
by indirect Means, (as many have done) and he'll find 
« himſelf in the Condition of _Z#/op's Aſs, which was 
laden with Salt, and proving Water lighten'd his Bur- 
« then, conſtantly laid him down at the crofling a River. 
The Maſter therefore loaded him with Sand, and the 
« Aſs purſuing the ſame Method, ſo far encreaſed his 
« Burthen, that it broke his Back. As to what I ſaid 
« of your employing Words which had no Ideas, I beg 


you would tell me what you mean by Misfortunes ? 
"AY 2 : © You 
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« You muſt certainly know, that Chance, Misfortune, 


a Kw „ „ 


o 
* 
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ood or bad Luck, are Words without a Meaning, or 
they ſignify the Direction and Will of Providence. If 
you have no Meaning when you make Uſe of them, 
why then you tell me you are ſorry for nothing; if 
you have a Meaning, 'tis 1mpious ; for 'tis thinking 
the Source of Mercy cruel. Therefore, as ] have a 
better Opinion of you, I take theſe to be Words of 
Courſe.” I told him I was glad to ſee him bear the 


Inflictions of Providence (not to make Uſe of the Word 


<< 
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Misfortune) with ſo much Philoſophy. I have already 


ſaid, refly'd my Fi icna, that we are not able to di- 
ſtinguith between the Scourge and the Bleſſing; had 
my Fortune been continued to me, I had (perhaps) been 
wretched ; as to what you call Philoſophy, it is no 
more than every reafonable and thinking Man may be 
Maſter of. Who depends on Providence, can never 
want a Support; and ſure tis not difficult to bring 
ourſelves to a Bchef in the very Fountain of Truth; 
eſpecially when we confider, that our Diitruſt can be 
of no Service. But let us ſay that we are entirely 
neglected by him, and that all our Endeavours for Sup- 
port prove fruitleſs ; who confiders the Time he has 
to ſuffer in ſuch Circumſtances is inconſiderable; and 
that Death (which all muſt ſubmit to,) will infallibly 
relieve him, and either lay him eternally to S] 

(which no Chriſtian can believe,) or be his Paſſport to 
a better Life, will by this Reflection only, fd his 
Conſtancy ſupported, and the Door ſhut. againſt all 


repining. 


Mere all but Actors on the World's great Stage : 
Scme play ævithout, ſeme with an Fquipage : 
Death dreps the Curtain, and the Farce is ver, 
And all Diſtinctions ceaſe 'twixt Rich and Poor. 


THE Pleaſures and Miſeries of Life are equally 
contemptible tq him, who reflects on the Shortneſs of 
its Duration. Se/cmen's Wiſdom, 4/cxander's Succeſs, 
C-/er's Courage, Crej/ws's Riches, could not prolong 
their Days; and if the Rich add Great, have in the 
Tune they live, the Upperhand of the Wretched and 

+ Deipisd; 
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Deſpis d; in the Article of Death, the latter has 
greatly the Advantage, as he eſteems it the Period of 
* his Miſery, the former the End of his Happinets ; the 
one dreads, the other courts the Separation; Death to 
the one is the King of Terrors, to the other a friendly 
Deliverer.“ He ſaid this with a Chearfulneſs and viſible 
Pleaſure, which greatly affected me, and rais'd a tho- 
rough Contempt of myſelf; for his Life differs in no- 


ching from his Diſcourſes. 


I never had the Pleaſure to know but one other Gen- 
tleman ſo entirely reſign d to, and dependant on the Will 
of Providence, who has not been long dead: Whatever 
Accident happen d to him, he not only ſaid, but thought 
*twas all for the better: I ſhall only give one Inſtance 
of this Gentleman's Conſtancy ; he was coming from 


' Jreland to England, and going into the Packet-Boat, the 


Ent'ring-Rope broke, he fell into the Pinnace, and ſhat- 
ter d his Leg. Vell] ſaid the honeſt Gentleman, ir's a// 
fer the better, (his conſtant Expreſſion, as I have already 
ſaid,) his Friends afk'd him, how he could think break- 
ing his Leg, the Loſs of his Voyage, which might be 
foilow'd by that of a Suit in Chancery he was going to 
attend, could be for the better? Presa idtuce, reply'd he, 
knows beft : I am fill of Opinicn "tis for the better. He 
was carry'd back, the Packet-Boat ſail'd, founder'd in 
Jer Paſiage, and but one Man was ſav'd. N 


The End of the Second Volume. 


I DVERTISEMENT of a Sale Pegs 

' Scarborough þ.. 5 
About Aunabella 144 
Put into the Author's Hand, 
about telling Fortunes by Coffic- 


ö 12 
Amorous Conteſt; Or fler . verſus 
Tray. : 
—_— wath — Sagacity they at upon ſeveral Os 
caſions 186 
Aunabella, puts herſelf under Mr. Stonecaftle's Care to 
chuſe her a Huſband 144 


—— Account of Mr. S- onecaſles Conduct, in Rela- 
tion to that — and the A Application made to po 


_. thereupon 
—— Endeavour to FO Mr. Stonecaftle to betray * 
T., ruſt 156 
iX. Stonecafile lande 1d a her Account | 188 
He vindicates himſ: 189 


Honeſtus addreſſes ber, his Character 191 
ARABELLA marry'd againft her Inclinations, her a 
Story | 204 
Ve. I., O * Author, 


CN ID EX 


Page 
Author, in What Diſpoſition he writes this Paper; and 
to what Purpoſe 135 
—— * conſider d and ſtated 1 1 
B. 


ATCHELDRS, Complaint againſt them Ss 
— Propoſal for laying Penalties on them 245 


— Their Petition againſt the Women, ſetting 


forth ſeveral Grievances. 271 
Beau, the Scholaſtic deſcrib'd I2 
— 'Turn'd Religious ON 1 
Beauty, a Defence of it 1 | 77 1 
How reſpected by ce en 


ars, how they impoſe on People | 
— Some uſeful Reflections and Advice. 1825 


them Abi. 
Is in Force againſt them 267 
Behaviour, how tobe regulated IO. 20, 24 
Beings, inviſible, how to have an Intercourſe with them 
"TIS 
Benefits, how to be diſtinguiſh'd 251 
Bible,” examin'd critically 279 
Biography, its Uſe 
Blood, noble, Experiment upon it and that of r 
— Ridiculous to boaſt of it 3 3 
Books vf Piety and Romances, their Effects "181 
Recommended to the Ladies 183 
Breeches, or St. Thomar de Brcke?'s Relick 228206 
Breeding, ill, ſeveral Inſtances of it | 121 


Bronze, Beau, . . 


Q : | CAMBRILGE 


E VD E X 


O. 
Page 
C AMBRIDGE, pretty Fellows there | 12 
Carlos and Ethelinda, their Story a 171 
Celibacy, Dr. Young's Account of 3 269 
Ceremony, how to be regulated 27 
Clergyman, a fine Character of one | 138 


Clubs, a proper Employment for the Bearers of them 183 
Children humour'd, a merry Account of their Behaviour 

260 
Captions, Sir Peevy. Journey with him deſcribed 94 
Coffee, great Diſputes about it 


Houſes, the Convenience of them l 
Grounds caſting to tell Fortunes 126 
How they ſhew what's to come 127 
The Theory of it 128 
— of the Sexes againſt each other examin d 70 
Regulated ibid. 
Comic Gift, imitated from Chaucer : 197 
Cobler, an humorous Tale 233 
Contrivance of a Wife to get rid of her Huſband 61 
Converſation, how to make it agreeable 24 
Coquets, Advice to them 68 
Courtſhip, Obſervations on it | 150 
'The modern Way 151, 158 
— — — — — 
D. 

\ EBTS among the Quality, the Scandal of not 
diſcharging them Trade 

Nobleman's ſhameful Behaviour to bis T 

men 

— Another Story = 
——— Seriouſly diſcours'd on i. 


O 2 Divorce, 


END Xx 


7 1 
Div orce, the Difficulty of obtaining one, the Ovealion 
of ſeveral Murders 3 
Melancholy Story occaſion'd theredy 'bo 

Ps x, his Character and Hiſtory 211 
Duty of Parents aud Children, as 25 the Af air of —_ 

ſtated 
Dream after the Maſquerade 15 
Of the Land of Hape 214 
— Of Luxury | 141 
E. 

— VEN T'S foretold by Coffee-Grounds 126 
— The Rules of the Art 128 
ex Man, made a Trade of Wives 60 
Lxccration againſt Deceivers in Love _ 155 

4261-5 : . LEE 
3 


AVOURITE Child, the Behaviour of one 261 


— boaſt of it ridiculous 30 

To take Spots and Stains out of it © >, 

„always about the Great 157 

F ootman, running, imitated by Men of Quality 76 

— = Mm, improv'd by becoming one 77 
F orms often occaſion great Quarrels * 

2 Ridiculous to diſpute about them 2 

Fortune hunter, (Beau Bronze,) his Hiſtory 171 

Fortune tellers, how fooliſh to conſult then — --98 

| How eaſily they impoſe on People it id. 

Funeral. pompous one of a Miſer 48 


—— How ridiculoys -—S4 
| GAMESTERS 


_— 


G. 


| Lage 

G AMESTERS, Caution againſt den 2 
Garland, 253 
Anſwer to it ibid. 
Gaymore, Mr. ruin'd by Want of Economy 90 
Gentle, Mr. his imprudent Partiality to his f 
0 
Gentleman beats all his Gueſts, and why 124 


Gentlemen, Country, their ſtrange Amuſements 260 
Gentility, wrong Notions of it, * ridiculous 264 


Greatneſs, how dangerous 410 
Guardian's Advice to his Ward. 19 
H. 
29 APPINESS only in a quiet Retirement. 
Horte, dream of the Land of 1 
Horſeplay, a merry Story of it + | 
Huſband, ho to chuſe one 15, 69 


Fathers ought to provide them for their N 


How they ought to be qualify'd, ſhew'd 
Honeftus _ 
A Woman ſhould prove a Man's e before 

he makes him ſo ibid. 


ters 


a 


7 V D E X 


5 


F LL-NATURE to be avoided 
Impudence, what 
dies, ſeveral complain d of 


Journey with Sir Peewi/b Captious 
: | « | K. | 
EL” NOW thyſelf, a moſt uſeful Maxim 230 
——- Miſtakes ariſing from the Want of it 231 

L. 

 OOKING-G L'A SS, its Advice to its Miſtreſs 
104 
Love, the preſent Way of making i it full of Deceit 152 
S— Conſiderations an it ibid. 
- A remarkable and fatal Story of it 153 


3 from Cambridge, deſcribing the Peaus there 12 

— From Amelie, ſhewing her diftreſs'd Condition, 
© by warrying againſt her Father's Will 16 

Letter from a Guardian to his Ward, with Advice a 
his Conduct in Life 

— F rom Academicus, complaining of Scho! aſi 


2 
— From Simeon Probe, about his Experiments = 
Blood 63 
From Peter Huſh, about a Secret for taking Spots 
ani Stains out of Families 37 


* : 
4 | X. a 
2 5 N # D *** E 5 * . * 


Letter from Charles Freeman, complaining of ral 
Indecencies 41 


Page 


From 7. beoſebius, complaining of his Son's Tour 


in 
3 From Jobn Traſh, perplexed with a Woman of 
the Town 64 
From Arabella Foreſigbt, a Coquet aſking Ad- 
vice about marrying — - 
From Philoſappho, in Defence of Beauty 71 
From a Father, telling how his Son Numps is 
improved by turning Running-Footman 78 
From G. 7. a Merchant, ruin'd, by Want of 
CEconomy, and recover'd again by the Practice of it 
I 
From the Parlour Looking-Gleſe, with a 
its Miſtreſs 104 
— Writ'en before the Flood, on the Shortneſs of 
human Life 107 
From Simeon Probe, on the Talking-Evil 115 
Concerning Pooxs of Pich and R: mances 131 
From Peter M:anwell, complaining of hs «+ 
lcarned a Parſon 
From Annabella, deſiring Mr. Stonecefile to be 
her under his Protection, and aſſiſt her in the 3 


of a Huſband | 
From a Tradeſman, complaining People of oo 


lity do not pay their Debts 14 
é From Apiſteus, acknowledging his Baſeneſs 18 


gaining the Affection of one Lady, and marry ing 


another 152 

From . N, deſiring the Author to write about 

the Danger of not making a Will 165 
From Mary Pintail, Mantua- Maker, complain- 

ing of the Whims of her Cuſtomers 193 

— From a Lover, complaining his Miſtreſs had 

diſcarded him 220 

From Caroline, ſetting forth ſome Hardſhips her 
Sex lie under W—_ 
Luxury, its lad FffeQts ſet forth ina Dream 141 


MAN, 


* 
T N D E 


M. 

| | Page 
A N, his Place in the Creation 185, 187 
Manners, great Faults in Point of it 120 
w——— Good, Reflections upon 85 
—— — Several Inſtances of the Neglect of it 87 
Marriage, an happy State 15, 81 
For Love or for Money conſider'd 16 

Advice ent' ring into it too youn 2 
Rules — for making it 71 2 — 
82 
The Requiſites to make it happy 69 
Forced, the ſad Effects of it, in the Story of 
Arabella and Cleanthes | 204 
The great Neglect of it complain'd of 241 
— Petition for the enforcing it ibid. 
Tbe great Uſefulneſs of it to a Nation 243 
A Scheme propoſed for promoting it 245 
— How encourag'd by the ears and Romans ibid. 
Medium in the Conduct of Life needful 28 
Merit, perſonal, a Man may call his own 35 


———— From Anceſtors, how ſar to be allow) d 
| er of Parliament, the Inconveniencies of ſetting 


up for one 22 
Microcoſm, a Woman ſa 63 
Middle State of Life the happieſt {9 
Miter, how puniſn'd in Hell 53 
Son's Behaviour at his Funeral 1-300 
Moroſenefs, Account of it in Sir Perry Captious 94 

| 3 wrong 11, 119 
— — — a "= 3 4 9 8 * 

N. 
Ns ATURE, its Wants eaſily fupphy', — 
Nobleman' s Way of his Debts | 
al en  OECONOMY. 


FV E N 


O. 
Page 
ECONOMY, the Neceſſity of it towards Happi- 
neſs 89, 91 
Want of it in Mr. Gaymore go 
Happineſs produced by it to a F _— — 
Old People diſlike to be thought ſo 99 
Affecting Youth, prepoſterous 100 
Diſagreeable for their Humours, not their Years 
ro3 
What Sort of them are diſpleaſing 102 
Omens, the Folly of minding them 174, 176 
E. 
P ARENTS, what Authority 9 have over their 
Children, as to Marriage 18 
— pPartiality to their Children, how miſchievous 
28 | 2. 
A remarkable inſtance of it 258 
Parſon, the Character of a good one 139 
Parliament, a Seat there to be declin'd, and why 22 
Peeviſhneſs, makes a Man and all about him unhappy 
Bo” 
Petition of ſeveral ſingle Women to promote Matrimony 
WEE - + 


—— Of ſeveral Batchelors againſt the Women 271 
Preaching, ſhould not be too full of hard Words 137 


— The true End of it vx 
Private Life, the only happy one oy 
Providence orders all for he beſt oy 


—— Watches continually over ai its — 247 
— Conſideration of it ſhould make us always eaſy 


2x9 


— Its 


5 


= g + * * 8 4 28 9 . — 2 
f K . 
_— .* 


5 \ Page 
Its Diſpenſations vindicated 249, 285 
/ Mr; Advice to him in marrying his "Px 
R. 
EADING recommended to Women 13 
Religion, how miſtaken 109 
— Void of IIl- Humour and Peeviſnneſs 110 
Eumples of falſe Dewotees 111 
Reputation, how valuable 188 
Remarkable, the Deſire of becoming ſo univerſal 179 
— different Ways of ſhewing it 180, 182 
Reſignation to Providence, how needful 50, 247, 285 
Romances and Books of Piety confider'd 131 
Romps, Game of, deſcrib'd very bumorouſly 101 
— Requiſites for chat Diverſion 164 
F 2 5 1 , ES 3 3 
8. 
S Amen US's Speech to the Soldiers that was 
him Em WS 7 
Seſſion of 1 Poets for the Year 1730 43 
Scripture, ſome Arguments in its Defence- 280 
Sixcero, his Character and Hiſtory | 210 
Scarboreugb, a Deſcription of it A ft? I's gb 
ale there 7-1: AS 
Shortneſs of human Life, Letter bee. written be- 
fore the Flood 107 
Siameſe, his Opinion of our Swearers 29 24 
ng. its Influence 80 


$1 Stonecaſtle 


- Is. AE 


7 
5 
5 
e 


Stonccaftle Mr. his good Conſthutioen 


Swearing, the Folly and Wickedneſs of it ne 55 
— Pretences for it * 56 
Sumner's Tale 197 
= | * of- 

ALKINGEVIL, an Account of it 116 

—— Way of curing it 3418 
Taſte, the Want of it complain'd of 274 
Cauſes of it 276 


Tradeſmen, the Hardſhips they lye under by — et 
People of Quality 

— By the Whims of their Cuſtomers | 199 

— dome merry Accounts 


"Traſh Fehn, how plagu d with a Common Woman _ 5 
—.— the Temple of 


39 
What paſſed there | 10 
V. 

ERS ES. Microcoſm 63 
Againſt T reachery 1 in Love 155 
Comic Gift 137 

— The Cobler. A merry Tale 23 
 —— The Garland | 225 


— Strcphon verſus 7 ray 254 
— To Mr. » of Trinity College, c 


255 
— Seſſion PP) the Poets, 1731 


| 4 .. 
Univerſe, the Conſideration of it, kow delightful 184 
Violence 


Page 
Violence of Temper, an mi of its ſad Effects 1 I 
Uſurers, * againſt them 21 


W. 


IF E, a her Huſband and Gallant my 
ther 


L 3 — Adviſed how to behave to a Huſband that Nai in- 
| jured her Bed 66 
Women, their general Character 269 
As capable as Men 130 
Adviſed to improve by Reading ibid. 
'——. Defended from malicious Cenſures 73 
Can't bear to be thought old | 100 
—— Of the Town, Reflections on them 67 
Will, the Imprudence of living without one 167 
1 —— Arguments againſt the Backwardneſs of ſome Pes 
I plGe to make one TSS 168 


| 1 
| 


* 


9 WO 1 
4 


 {_*»&X& þ VU Www 


1 
* 


* 
= 2 a 
EYE 
« - 
* - 
7 > 2 


